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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 


$jteto  Jersey  Historical  §0cictg. 

SECOND     SERIES. 

Vol.  III.  1872.  No.  1. 


Newark,  May   16th,    1872. 

In  accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  the  Society  met  in  their  rooms 
at  1 2  M. 

The  President,  the  Rev.  Ravatjd  K.  Rodgkrs,  D.D.,  took  the 
chair.     The  second  Vice-President,  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.D., 

was  also  present. 

Mr.  David  A.  Hayes,  the  Recording  Secretary,  presented  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  William  A.  Whitehead,  Corresponding  Secretary,  made  a 

report  of   the   correspondence -of   the  Society  since  January,  and 
presented  letters  of  acceptance  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  elected 
to  resident  membership;  and  from  the  Hon.  Tennis  G.  Bergen,   of 
Long-  Island,    N.   Y.,  and  the   Rev.  William  Stevens   Perry,  D.D., 
acknowledging  their  election  as  Honorary  Members.     The  Historical 
Societies  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,   Rhode  [aland, 
Connecticut,  New  Haven  Colony,  New  York.   Pennsylvania,   Marj 
land,  Georgia,,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota,   the   Essex    Massa 
chusetts  Institute,  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Smithsonian  Institute,  and  New  Jersey  State  Librarian,  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  Society's  recent  publications.     Prom  the  Buperin 
tendents  of  the  Coast  Survey;  the   Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee,  of  Boston  ; 
and  the  Mercantile  Library  Association;   Mr.   William  Vanderpool, 
of  Newark,    and  Mr.  William   Nelson,  of    Paterson,    were    letter 
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accompanying  donations  to  the  library ;  from  Adjutant  General 
Stryker,  of  Trenton,  relative  to  the  publication  of  his  roster  of  New 
Jersey  troops ;  from  Charles  Whittlesey,  President  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Historical  Society,  enquiring  for  information  relating  to  Col. 
John  Bradstreet's  expedition,  in  October,  1764;  from  the  Mr.  Wm. 
J.  Bruce,  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  relative  to  the  time,  place  and  manner  of 
the  announcement  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  at  Morris- 
town,  New  Jersey ;  from  the  State  Librarian  of  New  Hampshire, 
proposing  an  exchange  of  books ;  and  from  other  persons  having 
reference  to  the  operations  of  the  Societ}r. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  to  the  communications  of  Messrs.  Whit- 
tlesey and  Bruce,  he  had  been  unable  to  return  any  satisfactory 
answers,  there  being  no  information  on  the  subjects  referred  to  in" 
the  library  of  the  Society.  He  also  submitted  to  the  Society  a 
"  Certified  copy  of  a  Supplement  to  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  for  the 
better  preservation  of  the  early  records  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey," 
passed  by  the  Legislature  at  the  last  session,  at  the  instance,  and 
through  the  influence  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Niles,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Congar  submitted  his  report  of  donations  re- 
ceived for  the  library  since  January,  which  will  be  found  on  a 
subsequent  page. 

The  Treasurer,  Col.  Robert  S.  Swords,  reported  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  $706.63. 

Dr.  Pennington,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
the  issue  since  the  last  meeting  of  another  number  of  the  "Proceed- 
ings," which  completed,  in  print,  all  the  transactions  of  the  Society 
to  the  present  time.  The  seventh  volume  of  the  "  Collections"  con- 
taining Judge  Elmer's  New  Jersey  Reminiscences,  had  also  been 
published  since  January  and  had  met  with  a  very  satisfactory  recep- 
tion from  the  public.  The  Committee  renewed  the  suggestion,  pre- 
viously made,  that  the  members  'unsupplied  with  full  sets  of  the 
Society's  publications  should  secure  them  without  delay,  as  but  few 
copies  were  left  of  some  of  the  volumes. 

Mr.  Dennis  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
congratulating  the  members  on  the  growth  of  that  necessary  adjunct 
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of  the  Society,  but  regretting  that  through  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Library  Fund  its  growth  was  dependent  on  donations  alone.  "The 
success  which  has  attended  the  Society  so  far" — said  the  ( 'ommitte* — 
"the  accumulations  of  the  historical  treasures  we  possess,  and  tin- 
conveniences  and  facilities  afforded  for  research,  have  not  been  with 
out  pecuniary  cost  to  the  earlier  members,  and  we,  who  have  succeeded 
them,  should  not  intermit  our  exertions  to  carry  forward  the  wort  so 
well  established,  and  heretofore  so  generously  sustained"-  and  an 
urgent  appeal  was  made  for  further  subscriptions  to  the  Fund. 

Mr.  Hayes  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  hi  orably 

upon  a  number  of  gentlemen  proposed  for  membership  at  the  lasl 
meeting,  who  were  thereupon  duly  elected  ;  and  new  nominations 
were  received. 

Communications  to  the  Society  being  in  order,  the  Presidi  \i 
presented  with  appropriate  remarks,  engraved  portraits  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Miller,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  from  1813  to  1850,  and  of  Mr-. 
Miller ;  and  also  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Kirkpatrick. 

Mr.  Hayes  presented  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Samuel  Southard, 
Senator  of  New  Jersey,  &c. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Abeel  presented  through  Mr.  Hayes,  several  printed 
Rewards  and  Merits  received  by  General  Philip  Kearney,  when  a 
child,  from  his  instructor,  H.  G.  UfTord. 

Mr. Whitehead  presented  a  communication  from  the  Rev.  Josi  ph 
F.  Tuttle,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Wabash  College,  transmitting 
copious  extracts  from  a  Journal  kept  by  the  Rev.  Manasseh  Cutler, 
LL.D.,  during  journeys  to  and  from  Ohio  in  L 787-8  giving  descrip- 
tions of  various  places  in  New  Jersey  at  thai  time,  the  reading  of 
which  was  listened  to  with  much  interest. 

Mr.  "William  Vanderpool  presented  a  copy  of  a  very  rare 
pamphlet,  containing  the  trial  of  the  suit  of  Eunice  Hall  vs.  Robert 
Grant,  for  slander,  which  created  great  excitement  in  New  Jersey, 
in  1821. 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented  a  manuscript    journal   kept   on   board 
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her  Majesty's  ship,    Chester,    in   1746  and    1747,  while  acting  with 
fleets  at  Louisburgh,  and  on  the  coasts  of  America  and  Portugal. 

Assessment  lists  for  Perth  Amboy  in  the  years  1801,  1803,  and 
1804,  and  lists  of  paupers  in  the  township  of  Woodbridge  in  1797, 
1798,  1  799,  1800,  and  1801,  with  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  ex-  , 
penditure  of  the  poor  rates — in  the   hand  writing  of  James    Parker, 
the  late  venerable  President  of  the  Society. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Niles  offered  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolution  : 

Whereas  nearly  all  the  official  documents  connected  with  the  administration 
of  public  officers  in  New  Jersey,  during  the  Colonial  period,  prior  to  1776,  are 
now  in  the  State  Paper  Offices  of  England,  and,  Whereas,  the  said  documents 
contain  a  large  portion  of  the  History  of  New  Jersey  during  that  period  of 
which  the  State  has  now  no  record,  and,  Whereas,  an  appropriation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  1872,  towards  procuring  copies 
of  said  documents,  said  sum  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  procure  copies 
of  said  documents  for  the  State  Library  and  for  publication,  and  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  and  that  the  authority  thus  vested  in  said  Committee  be 
certified  to  them  by  the  proper  officers,  under  the  Seal  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Njles  remarked  that  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  referred  to 
in  the  Resolution  was  only  the  consummation  of  a  purpose  originating 
with  Mr.  Whitehead  in  1843,  two  years  before  the  organization  of 
the  Society,  which  was  cordially  indorsed  by  Governor  Haines,  and 
recommended  in  two  of  his  mess  iges,  but  failed  to  secure  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Legislature,  although  favorable  reports  were  made  from 
the  Committees  to  which  the  subject  was  referred.  There  could  be 
no  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  doubtless  the 
success  which  would  attend  the  execution  of  this  Act  would  lead  to 
others  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Whitehead  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  second  the 
resolution.  The  project  could  now  be  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
result  under  more  favorable  circumstances  than  when  originally  pre- 
sented, for  after  the  repeated  failures  in  1843,  1844,  1845  and  1846, 
and  again  in  1849  and  1850,  to  obtain  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  it  would  be  remembered  that  the  Society  had  taken 
up  the  subject  independently,  and  finally,  through  the  liberalty  of  a 
few  of  its  members,  the  late  Hon,  James  Gore  King,  bearing  one- 
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fifth  of  the. expense,  had  secured  the  Analytical  [ndei  to  all  the 
Colonia]  Documents  abroad,  which  now  constituted  the  fifth  volume 

of  the   Society's  published    "Collections";  of  course,    having   this 
Index,  the  labor  of  selecting  the  documents,  and  the  expense  attend 
ing  their  procurement  would  be  greatly  lessened. 

The  Preamble   and   Resolution  were  thereupon  adopted,  and   the 
chair  appointed  as  the  Committee,  the   Hon.   Nathaniel    tfiles,  Gov 
ernor  Parker  and  W.  A.  Whitehead.    Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Niles,  Ex-Governor  Haines  was  added  to  the  ( 'onimitt.ee,  he  being 
about  to  visit  England. 

Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  authorized  and  requested  to  issue 
a  circular  to  the  members,  embodying  the  appeal  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  for  an  increase  of  the  Library  Fund,  and  requesting  a  compliance  with 
their  suggestion. 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  authorized  and  requested  to 

obtain  plans  and  estimates  for  a  suitable  building-  for  the  occupancy  <>f  tin- 
Society,  to  be  erected  on  the  lot  in  West  Perk  street,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  it  was  not  his  intention  in  presenting  this 
Resolution  to  commit  the  Society  to  the  immediate  erection  of  the 
long  desired  edifice,  but  that  information  might  be  obtained  that  would 
be  available  in  case  any  of  the  members  of  the  Society  should  bo 
disposed  to  combine  and  subscribe  the  requisite  amount.  Through 
the  liberality  of  a  few  gentlemen  the  site  in  West  Park  street  was 
purchased  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  had  increased  four  fold  in 
value,  and  it  was  time  a  building  was  erected  upon  it*  As  might 
be  seen  the  present  rooms  of  the  Society,  commodious  as  they  were 
were  already  getting  to  be  crowded. 


*Mr.  Whitehead  submitted  the  original  subscription  list,  bearing  the  follow- 
ing names  and  amount: 

Caleb  0.  Halsted,  New  York $100 

JAMES  G.  KING,  Hudson  County ■"'""  "" 

David  A.  Hayes,  Newark -■'"'  "" 

Helen  Stuyvesant,  New  York • M  00 

Lewis  M.  Rutiierfurd,  New  York - •»  00 
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The  Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  2:45  P.M.,  to  examine  the 
Library,  and  partake  of  a  collation  spread  in  one  of  the  rooms. 

On  re-assembling,  the  Hon.  Joel  Parker,  Governor  of  the 
State,  read  a  paper  "  On  the  early  History  of  Monmouth  County, 
New  Jersey,  from  its  settlement  to  1702,"  illustrated  by  extended 
extracts  from  unpublished  records  and  documents,  giving  it  especial 
interest  and  value.  The  source  of  most  of  this  heretofore  unused 
matter,  the  original  record  book  of  Middletown  commencing  in  1667, 
the  Governor  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  members.  The 
paper  commanded  the  close  attention  of  the  audience,  and  at  its  close 
ex-Mayor  Peddie  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  the  Governor  for  his  highly  interesting  and  valuable  contribution 
to  the  history  of  the  State,  which  on  motion  of  Col.  Swords, 
was  amended  so  as  to  embodj^  a  request  for  a  copy  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Duryee,  after  some  complimentaiy  remarks,  expressed  a  hope 
(which  was  cordially  seconded  by  the  members  generally),  that  the 
subject  might  be  resumed  at  the  next  meeting,  and  the  History 
brought  down  to  the  Revolution. 


Jacob  D.  Vermilye,  Newark 50  00 

Richard  T.  Haines,  Elizabethtown 50  00 

Marcus  L.  Ward,  Newark 50  00 

John  Kennedy,  Belleville 25  00 

John  R.  Weeks,  Newark 250  00 

Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen,  Newark 50  00 

James  B.  Pinneo,  Newark 50  00 

Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  Newark 50  00 

Matthias  W.  Day,  Newark 50  00 

Solomon  Alofsen,  Jersey  City 250  00 

Henry  G.  Darcey,  Newark 50  00 

Nehemiaii  Perry,  Newaak 50  00 

John  Rutherfurd,  Hudson  County 50  00 

Caleb  II.  Shipman,  Newark 100  00 

Peter  S.  Duryee,  Newark 250  00 

William  Rankin,  Newark 100  00 

Tuos.  II.  Stephens,  Newark 50  00 

Total $2,450  00 


resident  members.  , 

Rev.  Dr.  Hamill  made  souk1  pleasant  remarks,  based  upon  tin- 
fact  that  more  than  thirty  years  ago  Governor  Parker  was  his  pupil. 

The  resolution*   of  thanks   was  then    passed,  and    the  Societ}    ad 
journed  to  meet  in  Trenton,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  January  next, 

unless  sooner  convened  by  the  Executive  Commttee. 


glmimtt  Ambers  <£Urtrir. 

MAY   1G,   1S72. 

Edward  Bettle,  Camden. 
Frederick  Bourquin,   Camden. 
Thomas  G.  Bunnell,  Newton. 
Joseph  T.   Crow  ell,  Rahivay. 
Robert  S.  Dumont  Morristown, 
John  D.  Harrison,  Newark.    • 
Samuel  H.  Hunt,  Neivton. 
Rev.  Charles  Keyser,  Trenton. 
William  Nelson,  Pater  sow. 
Augustus  G.  Richey,  Trenton. 
Archibald  Parkhurst,  Newark. 
Rev.  Geo.  Sheldon,  D.D.,  Princeton. 
Rev.  J.  Howard  Suydam,  Jersey  City. 
Edward  H.  Stokes,  Trenton. 
William  Whitty,  Newark. 
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LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  MAY  16,   1872. 

i 

FROM  REV.  JOHN  WARD. 

Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  January  23d,  1872. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,   Esq., 

Dear  Sir: — Most  assuredly  I  do  accept  "the  membership1'  as 
"  Resident  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,"  and  with 
thanks  too,  for  what  I  esteem  a  privilege  and  honor. 

Our  emigrant  Forefathers  who  settled  the  "  Town  upon  Passaic 
River"  in  1666,  were  true  "Pilgrims"  as  were  their  predecessors  or 
ancestors,  who  settled  New  England  ;  their  persevering  endurance 
in  their  chosen  pioneer  life,  their  masterly  courage  and  honest  dealing 
with  the  Aborigines,  and  their  stern  but  tranquil  piety,  equaled  that 
of  the  early  Puritans  of  New  England  and  Old  England.  When  the 
New  Englanders  shall  forget  their  Forefathers,  and  Puritans  in  Old 
and  New  England,  and  the  personal,  civil,  and  religious  liberty  the}^ 
loved  and  defended,  be  forgotten,  then  may  we  forget  our  pro- 
genitors who  were  of  them,  and  every  way  worth}'  to  be  called  their 
children. 

The  Society  whose  objects  are  to  revive  and  preserve  the  memory 
of  such  men  and  their  doings,  is  directly  aiding  in  giving  liberty  in 
government  and  religion  to  the  human  race. 

God  speed  the  da}T  when  the  faith  and  liberty  they  loved  and 
practiced,  shall  be  the  possession  of  every  human  being  ;  for  in  their 
extension  and  perpetuity,  shall  the  memory  of  our  Forefathers,  and 
their  honest  doings  on  the  banks  of  the  Passaic,  be  embalmed  and 
made  fragrant  forever. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Ward. 
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FROM  REV.   \YM.  STEVENS  PERRY,   D.D 

Geneva,  X.  V.,  JaNuabi  22,  1872. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Whitehead: 

Will  you  kindly  communicate  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

at  its  next  meeting,  my  very  grateful  acceptance  of  the  honor  done 

me  in  electing  me  to  Honorary  Membership.     To  the  collections  of 

the  Society,  I  have  already  been  much  indebted  in  the  prosecution 

of  historical  investigations ;  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  ho 

associated  with  its  members  in  their  labors  in  a  common  cause. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

William  Stevens  Pebbt. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Cor.  Secy.  N.  J.  II  Society. 


FROM  HON.  TEUNIS  G.  BERGEN. 

Bay  Ridge,  Kings  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  22,  1872. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  Cor.  Sec'y  N.  J.  H.  Society, 

Dear  Sir: — I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  L9tfa  inst., 
informing  me  of  my  election  as  an  Honorary 'Member  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society.  As  an  humble  student  and  gleaner  of 
Historical  and  Genealogical  matter,  I  accept  the  honor  conferred, 
and  thank  the  Society  for  the  same.  Whatever  knowledge  1  possess 
or  may  hereafter  acquire,  throwing  light  upon  the  History  of  your 
State,  or  any  locality  therein,  I  will  place  at  your  disposal. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  suggestion  (for  which  pardon  me, 
as  you  may  be  already  so  acting,)  1  would  recommend  to  your 
Society  to  procure,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  copies  of  all 
the  early  church  records  in  your  State  (of  which  to  my  own  know] 
edge  you  have  many,  and  interesting  ones  too,  at  that),  up.  sa\  to 
1800,  and  also  copies  of  the  inscriptions  on  gravestones,  to  the  Bame 
date.  These  are  all  perishable ;  the  church  records  of  which  there 
are  generally  no  copies,  are  liable  to  destruction  l>v  lire  and  other 
causes,  and  the  stones  crumble  and  perish.  Although  more  genea- 
logical than  historical,  yet  historically,  they  are  important  and  worthy 
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of  preservation  as  throwing  light  on  the  early  history  of  individuals, 
who  compose  the  neighborhood,  the  village,  township,  count}1-  and 
State.  Were  these  all  brought  together  in  one  building,  it  would 
not  only  greatly  facilitate  examinations  to  those  stud}'ing  the  history 
of  families,  and  preserve  what  might  otherwise  be  lost,  but  would 
also  gratify  antiquaries  and  others. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Teunis  G.  Bergen. 


FROM  CHAS.  WHITTLESEY,  ESQ., 
president  western  reserve  historical  society. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  ) 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  10,    1872.        J 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Sec'y.  Historical  Society,  Newark,  X. ./., 
Dear  Sir:  We  have  been  many  years  in  pursuit  of  an  official 
account  of  Col.  John   Bradstreet's  expedition  along  these  shores  in 
1764,  especially  of  his  return  in  October. 

He  suffered  a  defeat  or  some  serious  disaster  at  Rolsby  River, 
seven  miles  west  of  here,  about  the  20th  of  October,  and  a  portion 
of  the  prominent  troops,  of  which  New  Jersey  furnished  a  Compan}r, 
were  obliged  to  return  by  land  along  the  shore,  suffering  intensely. 
His  official  report  is  not  at  London,  nor  has  it  ever  been  printed  to 
my  knowledge.  Can  you  put  us  on  the  track  of  this  paper,  or  any 
official  account  of  the  disaster  ? 

Yours  respectfully, 

Charles  Whittlesey. 
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ANNOUNCED  MAY    16,    f872. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society — -A    Discourse  pronounced 

by  the  President  of  the  Society,  John  William  Wallace,   mi   the 
Inauguration  of  the  new  Hall,  March  1  1,  1872. 

Prom  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Annual  Report  of  the  Society 

to  the  Legislature,  for  1871. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa.  January,   L872. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society — The  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.   XXVI.     January 

and  April.     Proceedings    of  the  Society  at  the   Annual   Meeting, 
Jan.  3,  1872. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Transactions  of  the  Sociel  v. 
Vol.  XIV.     New  Series— Part  III.     1871. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Sociel) 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  Worcester,  Oct.  21,  1871. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Institute.  Vol.  Ill,  Nos. 
8  to  12  inclusive. 

From  the  State  Treasurer — Laws  of  New  Jersey,  Journal  oft  la-  Sell 
ate,  Minutes  of  Assembly,  Legislative  Documents,  1871,  New 
Jersey  Law  Reports,  5th,  Vroom,  New  Jersey  Equity  Reports,  Gth, 
Green,  Statutes  at  Large,  3d  Session,  41st  Congress.  42d  Con 
gress,  1st  Session,  1871. 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  of  the  State,  with 
Report  of  the  General  Agent  and  Secretary.     Jan.   I.  1872. 

From  the  Superintendent — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Survey,  showing  the  progress  of  the  Survey  during  the 
year,  18G8. 

From  the  Authors — Early   History  of  the  Falls  of  Scliuvkill.    Mana 
yunk,  Schuylkill  and   Lehigh   Navigation   Companies,    Fainnount 
Water  Works,  &?.     By  Charles  V.  Haener. 
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First  and  Second  Annual  Reports  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
Indiana,  for  1869  and  1870,  with  a  map.  By  E.  T.  Cox,  State 
Geologist. 

From  Wm.  Vanderpool — Report  of  the  Trial  of  Eunice  Hall  vs.  Robert 
Grant,  for  slander,  tried  in  June  Term,  1821,  Essex,  New  Jersey, 
with  an  abridgement  of  the  Argument  of  Counsel,  and  an  Appendix. 

From  Rev.  R.  K.  Rodger. %  D.D. — Engraved  Portraits  of  Rev.  J. 
Kirkpatrick,  for  fifty  years  Pastor  of  the  Amwell  Church,  New 
Jersey,  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  D.D.,  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  and  Sarah  Sergeant,  daughter  of  Jona.  Dickin- 
son Sergeant,  and  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miller. 

From  William  Nelson — A  Map  of  the  World  in  1603,  Photographed 
from  a  small  quarto  entitled,  Mundus  Imperiorum,  &c.  Vrsellis, 
Anno,  1603. 

From  Wm.  A.  Whitehead — Journal  kept  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Chester,  from  March  26,  1746  to  May  1 1,  1747,  during  the  war  with 
France. 

Assessments  on  the  City  of  Perth  Amboy  in  1801,  1803 
and  1804. 

Account  of  Paupers    maintained  by  the  Township  of   Wood- 
bridge  for  1797,  1798,  1799,  1800  and  1801. 
The  Spirit  of  Missions  (Prot.   Episc.  Church),  1868  and  1872. 

From  Daniel  O.  Scott — Laws  of  the  United  States  from  1789  to 
1799.     4  Vols. 

Laws  of  New  Jersey.     Paterson's  Rivision. 
Map  of  the  Progress  of  His  Majesty's  Armies  in  New  York,  dur-  ' 
ing  the  late  Campaign,  1776. 

The  American  Revolution  ;  written  in  the  Style  of  Ancient 
History.     Vol.  I 

The  Royal  Magazine  for  February,  1765.  The  Westminister 
Magazine,  for  Dec,  1773.  The  Wonderful  Magazine,  for  Jan., 
1765.     The  Oxford  Magazine,  for  May,  1774. 

Proceedings  of  the  Members  of  the  Ancient  Church  of  Scot- 
land, representing  the  mode  of  administering  oaths,  1784.  London. 
New    Discoveries  concerning  the  World,    an!  its   Inhabitants. 

The  Islanders  in  the  South  Sea,  &c,  London.      1778. 
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Epigrammatum  Delectus  ex  orronibus,  &c.  171.",.  L.  Anncei 
Seneca  et  aliorum  TrasBdice,  Oxoni.     1679. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle:  D.D. — A  Historical  and  Statistical  Sketch  of 
the  Rail  Road  City.     A  Chronicle  of  its  Social,   Municipal,  Com 

mercial  and  Manufacturing  Progress,  wit li  full  Statistical  Tables. 
By  W.  R.  Holloway.     Indianapolis,  1870. 

Home  Missionary  Life.  An  Autobiographical  Discourse,  !»y 
Rev.  Henry  Shedd,  delivered  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  April  5th,  1864. 

Proceedings  of  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Mount  G-ilead,  Nov.,  1871,  with  a  Sketch  of  the 
Early  History  of  the  Township  and  Village,  1871. 

Presbyterianism  North  of  the  Ohio.  A  Historical  Discourse, 
delivered  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Cincinnati, 
April  9th,  1872,  the  5th  Anniversary  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cin- 
cinnati.    By  Rev.  J.  G-.  Montfort,  D.D. 

From  Daniel  T.  Clark — A  Copy  of  "The  Records  of  Lands,  Wills. 
Deeds,  &c,  of  the  Town  of  Newark,"  from  1GGG  to  1740. 

From  Rev.  R.  B.  Campfield — The  Psalms  of  David  :  Boston.  Fourfold 
State,  Miscellaneous  Songs,  and  Duncan  Campbell's  New  Gaelic 
Song  Book,  Translations  used  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

From  D.  A.  Hayes,  Esq — Cases  of  Contested  Elections  in  Congress 
from  1789  to  1834  inclusive.  Compiled  by  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke. 
and  D.  A.  Hall. 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  Treaties,  Regulations,  and  other 
Documents,  respecting  the  Public  Lands,  with  the  opinions  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  relation  thereto,  from  March, 
1872  to  March,  1833  ;  Senate  Documents,  Executive  Documents 
and  Reports  of  Committees,  1st  and  2d  Session,  24th  Congress. 
25  Vols. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  United  States,  first 
Session,  24  Congress,  A  Digest  of  the  existing  Commercial 
Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries,  with  which  the  United  States 
have  intercourse,  as  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained.  1833  and 
1836.     3  Vols. 

Appendix  to  Senate  Journal,  New  Jersey,  1859- 
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Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  for  1858 
and  1859,  Documents  of  the  Assembly  of  New  York,  1851, 
No's.  91  to  131,  inclusive. 

From  John  C.  Suffern — Bybel,  dat  is  De  Gansche  H.  Scrift, 
&c,  en  Nieumen  Testaments.  Te  Gorinchem  Stads  druckker. 
MDCCXLVIII. 

From  Col.  R.  8.  Swords — Proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  National  Board  of  Trade  in  St.  Louis,  Dec,  1871. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Delaware 
and.  Hudson  Canal  for  the  year  1871,  with  Map. 

From  Thomas  Stewardson — Decisions  in  Chancery  of  New  Jersey, 
in  case  of  Shotwell,  Complainant,  and  Hendrickson  and  Decow, 
Defendants. 

From  the  Publishers — The  American  Historical  Record  and  Repertory 
of  Notes  and  Queries  concerning  the  History  and  Antiquities  of 
America,  and  Biography  of  Americans.  Edited  by  B.  J.  Lossing. 
The  New  York  Observer  Year  Books,  1871,  1872. 
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EARLY  HISTORY  OF  MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 


It  is  astonishing  to  find  so  little  information  in   reference  to  the 
earl)-  history  of  New  Jersey.     Many  of  her  own  citizens  seem  to 
think  that  her  existence  commenced  with  the  American  revolution 
Our  children  are  carefully  tanght  ancient,  and  modern   transatlantic 

history,  but  few  can  repeat  the  names  of  those  who  filled  the  guber- 
natorial chair  of  their  own  state  since  the  revolution,  and  arc  entiivA 
ignorant  of  the  administrations  of  those  \vh.»  occupied  that  station 
while  she  was  a  province  or  colony. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  is  laboring  to  dispel  this  ignor 
ance  of  ourselves.     A  few  devoted  men   have   placed   the  people  of 
this  State  under  obligations,  which   in   the  future  will   lw  recognized 
with  gratitude. 

The  land  now  called  New  Jersey,  was  discovered  by  Europeans,  in 
the  year  1497.  In  that  year  Sebastian  Cabot,  having  touched  at 
New  Foundland,  sailed  along  the  shores  of  New  England  and  New 
Jersey,  but  without  landing  put  to  sea,  and  returned  to  England. 
The  news  of  the  discovery  excited  interest  in  Eurqpe,.ye1  for  more 
than  a  century  thereafter,  this  part  of  the  American  continent 
remained  untouched  by  the  foot  of  civilized  man. 

On  the  third  day  of  September,  1609,  the  natives  who  lived  in 
what  is  now  the  county  of  Monmouth,  discovered  a  ship  bearing 
toward  the  shore-  Ttwasthe  "Half  Moon,"  commanded  by  Sendrick 
Hudson,  who  was  then  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  Easl  India  ( lompany. 
The  vessel  anchored  in  Raritan  Bay,  while  Hudson  and  his  nvu 
landed  near  Sandy  Hook,  and  penetrated  several  miles  into  the  conn 
try.  Here,  in  the  ornate  language  of  a  modern  writer,  "sombre 
"forests  then  shed  a  melancholy  grandeur  over  the  useless  magnifi- 
"cence  of  nature,  and  hid  in  their  deep  shades  the  rich  soil  which  the 
sun  had  never  warmed.  The  men  who  occupied  the  soil  weir  wild 
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"as  the  savage  scene,  in  harmony  with  the  rude  nature  by  which 
"  they  were  surrounded, — the  bark  of  the  birch  their  canoe,  and 
"  strings  of  shells  their  ornaments,  their  records  and  their  coin-"  The 
journal  of  Hudson,  with  greater  plainness,  states  "that  they  saw 
"great  store  of  very  goodly  oaks,  and  found  grapes,  beaver  and  otter 
"skins,  and  indian  wheat;  the  Indians  well  disposed,  some  with  man- 
"ties  of  feathers,  aud  others  dressed  in  skins  of  divers  sorts  of  good 
"furs." 

In  all  these  middle  states,  now  teeming  with  millions  of  enlightened 
people,  the  spot  on  which  the  eyes  of  civilized  men  first  rested,  or 
their  feet  first  trod,  was  in  what  is  now  called  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

Hudson  soon  left  his  first  landing  place,  and  proceeding  through 
the  narrows,  sailed  past  the  island  of  Manhattan,  a  short  distance  up 
the  river  which  now  bears  his  name.  Soon  after  this,  settlements 
were  made  on  that  island,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  a  few 
adventurers  ventured  as  far  south  as  Navesink  and  Shrewsbury,  but 
of  the  number  and  history  of  these  we  have  but  a  meagre  and  not 
authentic  account. 

The  operations  of  the  Dutch  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan 
Island,  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  the  English  gevernment. 
On  the  sixteenth  of  March,  1663  (old  style),  King  Charles  the  Sec- 
ond claiming  the  country  by  virtue  of  Cabot's  discover}^  granted  by 
patent  the  territory  and  government  of  what  now  constitutes  the 
states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  his  brother  James  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  proceeded  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  grant.  He 
fitted  out  a  fleet  under  command  of  Sir  Robert  Carr,  who,  aided  by 
the  land  forces  under  Colonel  Nicolls  in  the  year  1664  captured  the 
fort  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  with  its  fall  Governor  Stuyvesant  sur- 
rendered the  country,  including  the  present  states  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  to  the  dominion  of  the  conquerors;  and  thus  the  Dutch, 
who  had  endured  the  privations  and  hardships  attending  the  planting 
Of  a  new  colony,  were  dispossessed  of  their  territory  and  government. 
The  surrender  was  made  on  liberal  terms,  and  most  of  the  Dutch 
sel tiers  remained  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey. 

On  the  second  day  of  April,  1664,  the  Duke  of  York  gave  to  Col. 
Nicolls  a  commission  as  Deputy  Governor,  which  in  express  language 
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authorized  him  "to  perform  and  execute  all  and  everj  the  pov 
which  were,  by  the  Letters  patenl  from  the  King  to  the  Duke,  granted 
to  the  Duke."*  A.mong  other  powers  thus  given,  was  thai  of  con 
veying  binds,  and  establishing  governmenl  over  the  inhabitants  of 
the  same;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  April.  1665,  by  the  title  oi 
"  Governor  under  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York,  of  all  hie 
territories  in  America,"  he  granted  by  patenl  to  William  Goulding 
and  others,  patentees,  and  their  associates,  their  heirs,  successors  and 
assigns,  a  large  tract  of  land  near  Sandy  Point,  and  lying  along  Rari 
tan  Bay  and  the  seashore,  within  which  were  the  old  townships  oi 
Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  embracing  the  necks  of  bind  called 
Navesink,  Narumsum,  and  Portipeck.  This  patenl  recites,  thai  the 
said  tract  had  been  bought  by  the  patentees  from  the  Indian  sachems, 
according  to  the  printed  terms  of  Xicolls  previously  published.  It 
also  provides  that  the  said  patentees  and  their  associates  should, 
within  three  years  from  the  date  of  their  patent,  manure  and  planl 
the  lands,  and  settle  there  one  hundred  families  at  Least,  and  be  free 
from  rents,  estovers,  excise  tax  or  levy,  for  seven  years,  and  after 
that  to  pay  the  same  as  others.  It  also  gives  the  liberty  of  self 
government,  by  providing  that  the  inhabitants  should  eled  by  'h" 
votes  of  the  major  part,  five  or  seven  persons  of  the  eldesl  and  dis 
creetest  to  join  with  the  patentees,  ''to  make  such  rules  and  pru- 
dential laws  and  constitutions  among  the  inhabitants,  for  the  better 
and  more  orderly  governing  of  them,"'  ami  to  try  eases  of  a  civil 
nature  under  a  certain  sum,  all  criminal  matters  to  he  remitted  to  the 
assize  in  New  York.f 

I  have  been  particular  in  stating  the  terms  of  tin-  grant  from 
Colonel  Nicolls,  commonly  called  "The  Monmouth  Patent,"  because 
it  authorized  and  put  in  operation  the  first  local  government  in  V 
Jersey  of  which  we  have  any  authentic  record;  and  also  because  il 
and  the  grant  of  Xicolls  to  the  Elizabethtown  settlers  caused  the 
difficulties  in  the  province  which  led  to  what  has  been  called  the 
''Provincial  Revolution,"  and  ended  in  the  surrender  of  the  propri 
etary  government  of  East  and   West  Jersey  to  the  Crown  in  L702. 


See  Note  1.  tsV  Note 


20  EARLY    HISTORY    OF 

The  patentees  and  their  associates  soon  settled  on  the  tract,  princi- 
pally at  Middletown,  Shrewsbury,  and  Portland  Point,  These  towns 
were  laid  out  in  lots  called  home  or  house  lots,  on  each  of  which  a 
house  was  built.  The  outlands  of  each  inhabitant  consisted  of  a 
greater  quantity  of  upland  and  meadow,  lying  some  distance  from  the 
town,  on  which  he  labored  during  the  day,  returning  at  night  within 
the  protection  of  the  fortification,  erected  in  the  settlement  to  guard 
against  the  Indians. 

In  June,  1667,  a  legislature,  composed  of  the  Deputies  from  Mid- 
dletown, Shrewsbury  and  Portland  Point,  convened  at  Portland 
Point,  now  called  the  Highlands  of  Navesink.  This,  the  first 
legislature  that  assembled  in  New  Jersey,  met  nearly  a  year  before 
the  Governor  Council,  and  representatives  of  the  other  towns  of 
the  province  assembled  at  Elizabethtown.  It  was  organized  under 
the  broad  authorit}^  of  the  Nicolls  patent,  and  continued  to  meet  at 
Portland  Point,  as  a  body  distinct  from,  and  independent  of,  the  pro- 
prietor's government,  for  many  years.  The  records  of  this  legislature 
have  been  preserved.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  law-making  body, 
a  court,  and  a  board  of  land-proprietors  combined,  and  was  designated 
in  its  proceedings  as  "The  General  Assembly  of  the  Patentees  and 
Deputies."  * 

Besides  this  representative  body,  the  people  of  each  town  had  its 
distinct  local  government.  This  was  a  pure  democracy,  all  proceed- 
ings affecting  the  interests  of  each  particular  town,  being  had  before 
the  people  assembled  in  town. meeting,  by  a  viva-voce  vote.  The  first 
town-book  of  one  of  these  communities  is  in  my  possession.  The  first 
record  is  in  1667,  and  it  continues  almost  to  the  year  1700.  This  is 
perhaps  the  most  interesting  ancient  historical  document  in  the  state. f 
There  are  many  pages  of  the  book  to  which  I  would  gladly  refer  if 
time  would  permit,  but  in  this  paper  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  part 
the  towns  of  Monmouth  took  in  the  provincial  revolution,  and  in 
events  leading  thereto,  extending  from  1668  to  the  surrender.  In 
this  town-book  is  found  matter  in  reference  thereto  which  lias  never 
been  published,  and  which,  with  the  fragmentary  information  on-  the 
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subject  we  before  had,  will  complete  the  history  of  that  controvi 
which  agitated  the  province  for  many  years,  and  concerning  which  bo 
little  has  heretofore  been  known.  As  this  protracted  controversy 
produced  a  change  of  govern  in  on  I,  in  the  surrender  to  the  Crown,  the 
information  here  obtained  is  importanl  iii  a  historical  poinl  of  view. 
The  object  of  this  paper  will  be  to  show  the  part  the  early  settlers  of 
Monmouth  took  in  the  provincial  revolution. 

The  question  which  agitated  the  inhabitants  of  Middletown  and 
Shrewsbury,  was  one  of  title  to  their  lands.  The  same  question 
affected  other  portions  of  the  province,  and  produced  such  dissatis&c 
tion  and  disorder,  that  the  proprietors  finally  were  obliged  to  surren- 
der the  government. 

The  grant  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  Berkley  and  Carterel  was 
prior  to  that  from  Nieolls  to  the  patentees,  but  at  the  date  of  the 
Monmouth  patent,  neither  Nieolls  nor  the  patentees  had  notice  of 
the  Duke's  grant.  Nieolls  had  authority  to  grant,  and  promised  the 
patent  to  those  who  should  settle  in  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  if 
they  would  first  extinguish  the  Indian  title.  This  they  did,  received 
their  patent,  and  had  it  recorded  previous  to  notice  thai  the 
Duke  had  conveyed  to  the  proprietors.  From  these  Conflicting  titles 
proceeded  the  trouble  and  contention  that  followed.  The  proprietors 
insisted  not  only  upon  the  right  of  government  over  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  of  Monmouth,  but  also  claimed  title  to  the  soil,  and 
demanded  taxes  and  quit-rents.  The  inhabitants  of  Middletown  and 
Shrewsbury  were  willing  to  submit  to  the  government  of  the  propri 
etors,  but  denied  their  title  to  the  hinds  included  in  the  patent  from 
Nieolls. 

The  first  Assembly  under  the  proprietors,  convened  at  Elizabeth 
town  in  May,  1668,  and  it  appears  by  the  proceedings,  thai  James 
Grover  and  John  Bowne  claimed  to  be  Deputies  for  Middletown  and 
Shrewsbury,  and  took  the  oath.  This  has  always  been  const  rue. 1  as  an 
acknowledgement  b}r  the  towns  of  the  right  ofthe  proprietors,  not  only 
to  the  government,  but  also  to  the  soil.  It  appears,  however,  by  the 
town-book  of  Middletown,  thatthe  inhabitants  at  the  next  town  meeting 
hastened  to  repudiate  Grover  and  Bowne,  and  to  deny  that  they  were 
ever  chosen  representatives.  This  is  an  important  tact,  For  their  partici- 
pation in  the  proceedings  ofthe  first  Assembly  at  Blizabethtown,  and 
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voting  for  the  rates  to  be  levied,  was  made  a  strong  point  against  the 
patentees  in  the  controversy  that  followed,  and  was  taken  by  the  As- 
sembly as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  proprietors'  title.  The  entry  in 
the  town-book  is  as  follows:  "October  28,  1668.  In  a  legall  towne 
"  meeting,  it  was  ordered  that  this  following  declaration  shall  bee  sent 
"by  the  Deputies  to  the  General  Assembly:  Wee,  the  freeholders, 
"for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Govern  our  and  Counsell  declare,  that 
"  whereas  certain  e  men,  (by  name)  James  Grover  and  John  Bowne, 
"apearing  as  Deputies  to  act  in  the  countrey's  behalfe ;  this  wee 
''declare,  that  the  men  were  not  Legally  chosen,  according  to  summons, 
"it  being  nott  published  in  any  part  of  the  countrey  till  the  night 
"before  being  the  24th  of  May.  The  inhabitants  being  maney  and 
"setled  neere  twenty  miles  distance,  could  nott  be  ghathered 
"toghether  as  above  said;  yet  it  apears  that  some  few  to  whom  the 
"summons  first  came,  made  choyce  of  them  unknown  to  the  major 
"part  of  the  countrey,  who  had  noe  hand  in  the  choyce,  nor  knew  not 
"of  their  going  till  they  were  gone;  and  this  wee  declare  to  the 
"  Governour  and  Counsell,  conceiving  under  correction :  that  we  are 
"  not  at  all  obliged  to  stand  to  their  acting,  the  choyce  being  soe  ille- 
"gal,  being  fearefull  to  act  anything  that  might  infringe  or  violate  any 
"  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  our  pattent ;  and  this  is  our  result, 
"  that  wee  desire  our  Deputies  to  present  to  the  Governour  and  Coun- 
"  sell  for  their  satisfaction,  that  it  was  neither  contempt  nor  obstinacy, 
"nor  willfull  on  our  parts,  that  the  choyce  was  not  legall  according 
"to  the  summons.     Testis.     James  Grover,  Town  Clarke." 

Prom  the  above  it  will  be  seen,  that  while  they  denied  the  legality 
of  the  election  of  Grover  and  Bowne,  they  were  not  unwilling  to  elect 
Deputies  in  a  legal  manner,  provided  (as  it  appears  afterwards)  their 
representatives  should  not  be  obliged  to  lake  an  oath  that  would  com- 
promise their  patent.  Upon  examining  the  town-book,  it  appears 
that  neither  Grover  nor  Bowne  had  been  chosen,  as  there  is  no  entry 
lo  that  effect.  Neither  had  Shrewsbury  sent  delegates  to  Elizabeth- 
town,  but  the  Middletown  men  had   assumed   to  act    for  Shrewsbury. 

The  town-meeting  of  October  28,  1668,  also  passed  the  following: 
"The  inhabitants  taking  into  consideration  the  liberties  and  privileges 
"granted  by  pattent,  and  fearing  to  have  their  Deputies  any  way 
-'involved  under  any  oath,  engagement,  or  subscription  whereby  any 
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"prejudice  or  infringement  may  come  upon  the  liberties  and   privi 
"leges  thereof,- doe  hereby  order  and  enact>  and  by  these  presonts  it 
"  is  ordered  and  enacted,  Thai   this   following  proviso  shall  be  pre 
"seated  to  the  Governor  and  Counsell,  desiring  to  have  il  inserted* 
"  either  in  the  oath,  engagement,  or  subscription,  viz:   provided  thai 
"noe  law,  or  act,  or  command  w1'11  is  or  may  bee   made,  acted  or 
"  commanded,  may  any  way  be  forceible  againsl  the  liberties  and  privi- 
" leges  of  your  patent.     It  is  further  ordered  that  if  the  Governour 
''and  Counsell  please  not  to  admitt  of  the  proviso  in  the  oath,  engage- 
"  ment,  or  submission,  that  then  the  Deputies  shall  refuse  either  to 
"engage,  promise,  or  subscribe." 

This  was  rank  rebellion,  and  in  a  community  consisting  of  aboul 
five  hundred  souls,  it  was  bold  and  perilous. 

On  the  first  of  November,  1668,  it  is  recorded  thai  "  in  legal  town 
"meeting,  Jonathan  Hulmes  and  Edward  Tart  were  this  day.  I>\  the 
"  pluralities  of  votes,  chosen  Deputies  toactwith  the  General  Assem- 
"bly  at  Elizabethtown." 

On  the  third  day  of  November,  1668,  the  Assembly  mel  al  Eliza- 
bethtown, and  Jonathan  Hulmes  and  Edward  Tarl  for  Middletown, 
and  Thomas  Wintertown  and  John  Hans  for  Shrewsbury,  appeared. 
The  entry  in  the  minutes,  as  found  in  Learning  and  Spicer,  is  as  fol- 
lows: "The  Deputies  for  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  refusing  to 
"  take  or  subscribe  to  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  bul  with 
"provisoes,  and  not  submitting  to  the  laws  and  government,  were 
"  dismissed." 

At  the  May  session  of  1668,  a  law  had  been  passed  by  the  Eliza- 
bethtown Assembly  levying  a  tax  of  five  pounds  on  cadi  town.  The 
towns  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  refused  to  pay  this  rate  because 
the  Nicolls  patent  exempted  from  taxes  for  seven  years.  This 
refusal,  together  with  the  conduct  of  their  representatives  in  declining 
to  take  the  oath  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  November,  1  668,  called 
for  prompt  and  decisive  action  on  the  pari  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment, and  the  following  act  was  passed,  viz:  "  Item.  Whereas  there 
"  was  an  act  of  General  Assembly  passed  the  thirtieth  da\  of  M. 
"last,  for  a  rate  of  thirty  pounds  to  be  raised  upon  thecount}  for  the 
"  defraying  of  public  charge,  equally  to  be  laid  upon  the  towns  then 
"in  being,  viz:  the  towns  of  Bergen,    Elizabethtown,    Newark  upon 
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"  Pishawack  river,  Woodbridge,  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  that  is 
"  to  say  five  pounds  on  each  town.  Now  the  major  part  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  refusing  to  pa}T  the  same, 
»"  contrary  to  the  consent  and  act  of  their  own  Deputies,  and  likewise 
"refuse  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  this  government,  It  is  hereby 
"  enacted  by  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  Mr.  Luke  Watson 
"  and  Mr.  Samuel  Moore  shall  go  and  demand  the  aforesaid  rate  of  five 
"  pounds  from  each  town,  together  with  forty  shillings  more  from  each  of 
"  said  towns,  which  is  their  just  proportion  of  the  rate  of  twelve  pounds 
"  now  made  by  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  defraying  of  pub1 
"  lie  charges,  which  if  they  refuse  to  pay,  the  said  Luke  Watson  and 
"Samuel  Moore  to  take  by  way  of  distress,  together  with  the  charges 
"  and  expenses  the  country  is  and  shall  be  at  for  their  obstinate  refusal 
"of  paying  their  just  dues  according  to  law,  and  for  so  doing,  the 
"  General  Assembly  doth  undertake  to  save  them  harmless.  It  is 
"  further  enacted  b}^  the  authorit}r  aforesaid,  that  Luke  Watson  and 
"Samuel  Moore,  aforesaid,  do  demand  the  positive  resolution  of  the 
"inhabitants,  or  the  major  part  of  them  of  the  said  towns,  whether  or 
"  no  they  will  submit  to  the.  laws  and  government  of  this  province, 
"  under  the  Right  Honorable  John  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George 
"Carteret,  Knight  and  Baronet,  the  absolute  Lords  Proprietors  of 
"  the  same,  according  to  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York's 
"grant,  upon  which  answer  the  General  Assembly  will  proceed 
"  accordingly." 

This  was  a  terrible  missile  to  hurl  at  the  weak  and  defenceless 
towns,  but  they  appear  not  to  have  been  disturbed  by  the  high  sound- 
ing phrases  of  the  enactment,  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore 
were  Woodbridge  men  of  some  note,  the  latter  afterwards  being  the 
Treasurer  of  the  province.  They  were  not  very  prompt  in  perform- 
ing their  duties  under  the  act,  probably  from  fear  of  encountering  the 
•rebels  of  the  two  revolting  towns. 

We  obtain  no  information  of  the  result  of  this  unpleasantness  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Proprietors'  Legislature,  for  none  have  been  pub- 
lished between  the  years  1GG8  and  1675,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  that 
body  transacted  any  business  between  those  dates  ;  and  we  must 
rely  on  the  old  town-book  for  the  subsequent  steps  in  the  contro- 
versy. 
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In  February,  1 668  (old  style),  the  following  significant  entry,  bid 
ding  defiance  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  preparing  to  defend   their 

patent,  was  made : 

"In  a  legal]  towne  meeting,  (forfuture  security  of  the  goods  and 
" cattle  that  belongs  to  the  inhabitants  of.the  towne.  it  is  hereby 
"  ordered  and  agreed  upon,  that  every  inhabitanl  is  jointly  enjoyned 
"to  give  their  assistance  to  secure  the  goods  of  every  particular 
"inhabitant  from  any  one  that  shall  attempt  to  take  or  cary  anything 
"out  of  the  towne  under  what  couler  soever;  audit  is  further  ordered, 
"  that  every  particular  inhabitant  shall  make  their  appearance  at  all 
"demands  or  warning  by  the  constable  or  other  authorized  by  him  to 
"meet  anywhere  in  the  towne,  upon  penalty  of  five  pounds  lor  non* 
"  apearance  pr  non-asistancc ;  and  it  is  likewise  ordered  and  agreed 
"upon  by  the  inhabitants,  that,  if  any  one  being  an  inhabitant  shall 
"come  or  fall  into  any  trouble  about  anything  concerning  the  premises 
"  above  specified,  or  shall  be  called  by  virtue  of  any  writt  or  warrant  to 
"apeare  bofore  any  GouverUour  or  Court  upon  the  same  account  id' 
"  such  apearance  or  such  asistance,  that  every  such  inhabitanl  shall 
"have  his  time  and  expences  discharged  by  the  towne.  and  his 
"domestick  business  goe  forward  all  the  time  of  his  absence,  and 
'•  these  orders  to  stand  forcible  till  (further  order.  Ordered  to  be 
"  entered  and  subscribed  by  the  major  part  of  the  towne.-' 

This  meant  resistance  by  force  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  by 
distraint.  The  five  pounds  was  a  small  sum  for  the  town  to  pay,  but 
there  was  a  principle  involved.  Many  a,  war  between  nations  has 
grown  out  of  ;i  circumstance  apparently  as  small  and  unimportant. 
'fhe  American  revolution  originated  from  a  claim  to  tax  a  l\-\\  pounds 
of  tea. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  last,  cited  was  directed  t"  be 
signed  by  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  a  declaration  i>\'  their 
rights,  and  an  alliance  defensive  to  stand  or  fall  together,  It  was  a 
solemn  agreement  to  provide  I'm-  the  families  of  those  who  might  BUf 

fer  for  the  public  good,     (hi  the  same  day.  James  Ashton,  Jonathan 

Holmes,   Richard  (libbens,    Richard    Stout,    William    Lawrence  and 
Edmund  Tartt,  were  ordered  to  give  answer  to  the  Governor's  men 

in  the  town's  behalf,  and  that    the  (dark  sign  and  seal    the  same  writ 

ing,  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor.     The  town  meeting  at   the  same 
4 


26 


EAKLY    HISTORY    OF 


time  resolved,  that  the  Clark  at  present  shall  receive  the  laws  from 
the  Governor's  messengers,  viz :  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore, 
and  upon  receipt  shall  declare  that  the  town  receives  them  for  their 
own  security  only ;  and  it  was  likewise  ordered  that  "  no  inhabitant 
"shall  be  seized  upon,  or. carried  by  violence  out  of  the  towne,  until 
•'the  towne  sees  further."  On  the  same  day  another  entry  was  made 
by  the  town  Clerk,  as  follows,  viz  :  "  For  as  much  as  Luke  Watson 
"and  vSamuell  Moore,  the  Gouvemour's  mesingers,  doe  command  us 
"  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  taking  distraint  of  goods  from  the  inhabi; 
"tants  of  Middleton  to  discharge  levies  levied  upon  them,  This  wee 
"  declare  :  That  wee  own  Captain  Phillip  Cartaret  to  be  our  Gouver- 
"nour,  whose  lawful!,  good  and  just  commands  wee  shall  and  will 
"  obey  in  all  things  not  for  wrath,  but  for  Conscience  sake  towards 
"God,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  our  pattent  only  maintained  in 
"  full  and  ample  manner;  but  forasmuch  as  the  Gouvernour  has 
"sent  }Tee  to  take  a  distraint  of  goods  from  a  people  that  as  yet  are  nott 
"submitted  to  him,  (if  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  did  not  hold 
"forth  soe  much,  we  would  not  say  so),  though  the  same  people  will  be 
"  ready  to  yield  true  submission  to  him,  their  Gouvernoiu-,  in  all  things 
"  good  and  lawful,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  their  pattent  only 
"maintained  ;  wee  say,  for  as  much  as  he  hath  sent  yee  to  take  dis- 
"  traint  of  their  goods,  as  in  our  consciences  wee  judge  not  to  bee  just, 
"  for  how  can  anything  be  due  from  any  man  or  people  who  are  not 
"submitted;  wee  shall  be  passive  here  in  refusing  either  aide  or 
"  assistance  to  yee  in  the  distraynt." 

On  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  1 668^9,  at  a  legal  town  meeting, 
the  major  part  being  present,  it  was  put  to  vote  concerning  that  part 
of  the  act  which  required  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore  to  demand 
the  positive  resolution  of  the  town  of  submission  to  the  government 
of  the  absolute  Lords  Proprietors,  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved, 
that  the  following  shall  be  the  positive  resolution,  and  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Assembly.  This  document  is  long,  but  as  it 
sets  out  fully  the  case  of  the  inhabitants  who  held  under  the  Nichols 
patent,  and  as  it  has  never  been  published,  I  will  read  it. 

"March  17,   1 G68-9.     In   a   legal!   towne   meeting,  the   major  part 

"  being  present,  it  was  this  day  putt  ti>  the  vote  concerning  answear- 

ing  the  demand  of  Luke   Watson  and   Samuel   Moore,   who  were 
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'authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  bo  demand  our  positivi 

•  lution  of  submission  to  the  governmehl  of  the  absolute  Lords  Pro 
'prietors,  as  sayeth  the  Act  bearing  date  the  seventh  of  November, 
iii  was  unanimously  resolved  thai  this  following  act  shall  be  oui 

■live  resolution,  and  shall  he  [(resented  to  the  General    Assembly, 

'  viz  : 

"Thai  if  the  oath  of  alleagance  to  our  Sovereign    Lord,  the   King, 

'and  fidelity  to  the  Lords  Proprietors'  interest,  bee  the  submission 

'intended  in  the  act,  this  is  our  result  :  that  as  true  loyal  subjects 
'to  the  Kini:,  we  are  ready  at  all  demands  either  to  engage,  swear, 
'  or  subscribe  all  true  alleagance  to  his  Royal  Majesty  of  England,  as 
'in  duty  hound,  either  before  the  Gouvernour,  or  any  other  minister 
1  of  justice  authorized  hy  him  to  administer  the  same,  without  any 
'equivocation  or  mental!  reservation,  as  true  loiall  subjects  oughl  to 
'doe;  and  this  wee  will  performe  absolutely  * 

"As  to  the  Lords  Proprietors'  interest,  it  being  a  new.  unheard  of 
{ thing  to  irs,  and  soe  obscure  to  us  that  at  present  we  are  ignorant 
'what  it  is;  yet  as  men  not  void  of  judgement,  knowingrighl  well 
'  that  all  oaths,  engagements,  or  subscriptions  oughl  to  he  adminis- 
tered in  truth,  in  righteousness,  and  in  judgment,  upon  winch  con- 
sideration wee  are  uott  willing  to  sweare  to  (wee  know  nol  what), 
'yet  by  what  hath  been  presented  and  come  to  our  hands  from  the 
'Gouvernour  at  several  times,  viz :  an  order  or  law  came  in  the 
'year  1  con,  prohibiting  any  from  selling  wine  in  thelndians.  under 
'great  penalty,  though  it  seems  new  that  above  the  quantity  "I'  two 
'  gallons  may  be  tollerated   by  a  law.     'Jd.   Warrants  coming   to  our 

•  hands,  uott  in  His  Majesties  name,   bul   in   the   Lords   Proprietors 

•  name,  being  such  a  name  as  wee  simple  creatures  never  heard  "I' 
'before.     3d.  An  account  that  our  Deputies  gave  us.  being  returned 

•  from  the  General  Assembly  held  in  November  last,  who  informed 
'ns  that  the  hoiinoiired  Gouvernour  told  them  (speaking  concerning 
'their  patent)  that  notwithstanding  your  patient,  said  hee,  yetl  new 

1  fjords  must   now  have  new   lawes,  and    further   they  declared    to   US 

'.that  the  Gouvernour  tould  them  that  Gouvernour  Nicolls  could 
'  not  give  away  his  master's  land,  and  further  said  that  when  your 
'  patient,  was  in  granting,  that  Captaine  .lames  I'.idleii.  my  Secretary, 
'putt    in    his  caveat,  and  soe    put  a  slop  to  it.    Giplaine  Bullen    then 
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''affirming  the  same.  4th.  An  order  coming  from  the  Gouver- 
"nour  and  Counsell,  bearing  date  the  first  of  March,  '68,  prohibiting 
the  townes  of  Middleton  and  Shrewsbury  from  electing  any  officer,  or 
"any  officer  from  executing  any  office,  upon  penalty  of  being  pro- 
"  ceeded  against  as  mutineers.  6th.  An  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
"  stiling  (the  Kight  Honorable  John  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George 
"  Carteret)  the  absolute  Lords  Proprietors  *  '  *  * 

"By  all  wcl',  wee  conceive:  that  the  Lords  proprietors  interest  is  :: 
"not  only:  the  absolute  sovereignty:  from  w'1' all  laws  must  be 
"given:  but  allsoe:  the  absolute  propriety  :  from  wcb  all  lands 
"  must  bee  holden  :  (wee  say)  if  this  bee  the  interest  soe  specified  in 
"  Gouvernour's  late  order  :  and  intended  in  the  oath  :  and  in  parte 
"the  submission  demanded  by  the  Act. 

"  This  is  our  result:  wee  having  received  a  pattent  from  his  Roiall 
"  highness  the  Duke  of  York's  Deputy  :  owning  us  :  nott  only  to  have 
"  purchased  oar  lands  from  the  Chief  Proprietors  of  the  conntrey: 
"  but  allsoe  impowering  us  to  give  prudcntiall  lawes  to  ourselves : 
"  both  for  our  own  safety :  and  our  well  being::  and  should  wee  submit 
"  to  the  interest  soe  farre  :  as  by  either  engaging  :  swearing  :  or  sub- 
"  scribing  to  the  lawes  of  the  government  under  the  Lords  proprietors 
'fc  how  contrary  and  prejudicial!  to  our  present  safety,  as  witness  a 
"  law  made  the  last  Generall  Assembly :  giving  liberty  to  sell  wine 
"to  the  Indians:  wch  Liberty  tends  merely  to  our  destruction,  many 
"  sad  former  experiences  have  we  had  among  us  witnessing  the  same  : 
"it  being  a  Liberty  soe  cantraiy  to  the  lawes  of  New  Yorke  from 
"whence  our  pattent  had  its  originall :  and  besides,  our  pattent  giv- 
"ing  us  such  libert}r  as  giving  lawes  to  ourselves  how  are  wee  bound 
"to  take  lawes  from  the  govcrment  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  (crimi- 
" nails  and  apeals  excepted)  by  wch  it  is  manifest:  that  neither  the 
" Lords  proprietors  nor  the  Generall  Assembly  can  in  the  leaste 
"  breake  our  liberties  and  privileges  :  but  wee  ourselves  will  bee  found 
"to  bee  self- violators  of  them  in  submitting  by  swearing  to  such  an 
"interest:  as  wee  are  not  bound  to  :  besides  at  present  noe  provision 
"being  made  by  the  Lords  proprietors'  government  for  the  conserva- 
tion of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  our  pattent  they  are  liable  to 
••  bee  infringed  upon  by  such  acts  \vch  are  resolved  by  the  major  vote 
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'  of  the  generall  assembly :  then  how  should  wee  submil   by  swear 
■ing  to  the  lawes  of  the  goverment :  and  n<  >t  t  bee  guilt;  of  self-viola 

•  lion  of  our  pattent  ourselves.      *  *  • 

•■  Ami  forasmuch  as  they  are  stiled  the  absolute  Lords  proprietors 
'fTrom  lienco  it  absolutely  granted  and  necessarily  followeth  thai  all 
' such  inhabitants  as  lives  upon  this  propriety:  are  absolute  ten 
'nants  to  the  lords  to  the  Lords  proprietors:  and  by  virtue  of  this 
'their  submission:  by  oath  to  their  interest  are  irrecoverably 
' involved  to  pay  such  Lords  rents:    as  will  answer  the  interesl   to 

•  w"1'  they  have  sworne':  and  should  wee  submil  to  the  interesl  bo 
'farreas  by  swearing  thereunto:  having  a  propriety  o\  land  notl 
1  onely  purchased  from  the  Chief  Proprietors  of  theCountrey:  viz. 
'the  Indians:  but  alsoe  granted  unto  us  by  the  Deputy  to  Ins  Roy- 
'all  highnes  the  duke  of  Yorke  (wch  apears  under  hand  and  seal):  it 
'  would  be  an  act  beneath  the  wisdome  of  the  owners  of  such  a  pal 
'tent:  and  herein  wee  should  apeare  to  bee  self-violators  of  our  pat- 
'tent  ourselves:  and  forasmuch  as  the  Lords  Proprietors  rents 
'from  such  inhabitants  as  lives  upon  the  propriety  apears  in  the  con- 
cessions: viz.  a  halfpenny  an  acre  at  least:  should  wee  submil  soe 

•  farre  to  the  interest  by  swearing  :  whose  acknowledgments  by  vir- 
'tue  of  pattent  to  his  Royall  Highness:  have  their  dependancy  upon 
'such  payment  as  others  his  majesties  subjects,  doe  in  the  goverment 
'of  New  Yorke  to  his  Royall  Highnes  :  it  would  be  an  acl  as  wee 
'conceive  wch  would  bee  a  dishonner  to  him  thai  gave  it  : 

"Herein  wee  should  apeare  to  be  self-violators  of  our  pattent  our 
'selves:  but  for  as  much  as  there  is  an  assignemenl  made  by  his 
'Royall  Highnes  to  the  Lords  proprietors  of  such  a  trad  of  land   in 

•  wch  our  pattent  may  bee  comprehended:   wee  Looke  at  ourselves  to 
'  be  (notoriely)  responsible  to  the   Lords   Proprietors,:  in  all  Buch 
•acknowledgments  as  others  his  majesties  subjects  doc:    in  the  gov 
'erment  of  New  Yorke  to  his  Royall  highness:  (butl  alsoe)  to  trans 

' mitt  all  criminalls  arising  amongst  ourselves:  and  such  apealls  as 
'are  proper  to  bee  transmitted  to  the  trial  of  Lords  Proprietors 
1  erment:   These:   aud  noe   other  being    the  same    injunctions:    W 
'once  we  were  subordinate1  to  the  govermenl  of  New  Yorke  notl 
'any  way  now  nullified:  altered:  or  changed  as  wee  conceive:  butl 
'only  transferred  by  virtue  of  assignment  to  the  sayd    Lords  Propri 
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"  etors  and  their  goverment:  Notwithstanding  for  the  future  benefitt 
"and  tranquility:  and  for  the  establishment  of  peace  in  the  pro- 
evince:  wee  shall  bee  willing  to  submit  to  the  Lords  proprietors 
''interest  according  to  the  late  order  provided  that  some  secure  way 
"  could  be  projected  or  some  provision  made  by  the  Lords  proprietors 
"government  wch  might  secure  us  from  destroying  of  ourselves  by 
"  weakning  this  our  interest  wch  we  so  highly  prize  \vch  indeed  is  the 
"  very  foundation  of  our  livelyhood  :  if  noe  secure  way  or  course  can 
"be  thought  of  or  projected  to  secure  our  owne  interest:  wee  are  att 
"present  resolved  not  to  intangle  ourselves  into  any  other  interest 
"appertaining  to  any  men:  but  shall  (by  the  assistance  of  God) 
"  Sticke  to  our  pattent:  the  liberties  and  privileges  thereof  wch  is  our 
"interest:  wch  once  was  committed  to  us:  nott  to  betray:  like 
"  treacherous  men :  who  for  filthy  lucres  sake  have  bin  read}'  to 
"  betray  themselves  and  others :  but  to  deale  faithfully  with  it  being 
"a  trust  committed  to  us:  and  in  soe  doing  wee  conceive  :  we  need 
"  not  feare  what  any  man  :  or  power  :  can  doe  unto  us  :  and  for  as 
"much  as  "att  present  wee  conceive:  that  upon  this  our  interest 
"  thare  hath  bin  lately  an  inroad  made  upon  it:  by  virtue  of  an  order 
"  coming  from  the  Governour  and  Counsell :  and  by  commission  : 
"  published  in  our  towne :  prohibiting  any  officer  that  hath  bin  con- 
"  stituted  by  virtue  of  pattent  to  execute  any  office  till  they  had 
••  sworne  to  the  Lords  proprietors  interest  upon  penalty  of  being  pro- 
"  ceeded  against  as  mutineers  :  (to  salve  wcb),  wee  shall  make  our 
"addresses  unto  the  highest  authority  in  the  countrey  for  remedy: 
"and  this  is  our  positive  resolution  in  answear  to  the  Act:  desiring 
"further  that  this  our  answear  may  be  presented  to  the  generall 
"asembly  to  prevent  misinformation." 

\  This  document  is  framed  with  considerable  ability,  and  doubtless 
attracted  as  much  attention,  and  gained  as  much  celebrity  in  its  day 
among  those  interested,  as  did  the  declaration  oi'  independence  from 
Great  Britain  at  a  later  date.  How  this  resolve,  oi  the  Monmouth 
in  on  to  stick  by  their  patent  was  received  by  the  proprietors  govern- 
ment, we  have  no  information,  for  as  1  have  before  said,  no  minutes 
of  the  Elizabethtown  General  Assembly  from  November,  166S,  to 
L675,  have  been  found.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Assem- 
bly met  occasionally  during  that  period,  but  it  is  probable  that  no 


MONMoi  Til    COUNTY.  31 

business  of  any  importance  was  transacted.  The  nexl  entry  in  the 
Middletown  town  hook  which  I  will  quote,  proves  there  was  an  occa: 
sional  session.  The  Assembly  referred  to  therein  cannol  be  thai 
which  was  convened  under  James  Carteret^  who  usurped  the 
government,  lor  that  usurpation  did  nol  occur  until  the  following 
Spring. 

"December  G,  1671.  In  a  legal]  towne  meeting:  the  major  parti 
"being  present  it  was  ordered  that  following  writing  shall  be  senl  to 
"the  Govern  our  and  ( 'ounsoll  and  Deputies  of  the  townes  of  the  pro 
"vince  assembled  together  at  Ebzabethtown  the  12th  of  this  presonl 
"month.  *  *  *  Honoured  Governour:    the 

"Counselland  Deputies  of  the  general]  assembly. 
"  *  Wee  received  by  the  hands  of  some  of  the  men  of 

"  Tv  oo db ridge  the  late  acts  of  the  general]  asembly  al  their  lasl 
" adjournment  bearing  date  22  of  November:  as  allsoe  a  summons 
"under  hand  and  seale  of  the  province  for  choice  of  Burgesses  for  a 
"  further  A sembly  to  bee  held  on  the  12th  of  this  presenl  month: 
"both  wch  being  enclosed  in  a  paper  sent  unto  us  by  the  Honoured 
"Governour:  desiring  our  compliance  to  answere  the  summons:  and 
"  further  requiring  our  positive  answer  by  the  hearer:  to  w  b  wee 
"say  :  that  such  is:  and  hath  bin  our  forwardness  for  compliance  at 
"all  times:  that  there  hath  bin:  and  is  noe  need  of  any  ocasion : 
"either  to  instigate  or  augment  our  forwardnes  thereunto:  having 
"not  at  any  time  wilfully  omitted  any  opertunity  ol  apearing  by  our 
"deputies  to  doe  such  service  as  hath  bin  required  of  us  :  besides  :  the 
"sincerky  of  our  desires:  being  soe  well  known  to  God,  and  our 
"  own  consciences  herein  :  in  point  of  true  Loyal)  submission  to  the 
"government  of  the  Lords  proprietors  3oe  farre  forth  as  is  proper  to 
" our  condition  to  the  very  utmost  that  can  bee  claimed  from  us: 
"whose  just  power  wee  have  formerly  (as  it  is  well  known)  with  all 
"  *  owned:   but  when   we  consider  (having  pon 

"dered  we  in  our  minds)  the  late  acl  was  presented  to  us:  and  being 

"therein  charged:  With  noe  les  than  contempt  ofauthorit]    of  gOVer 

"ment:  the  charge  being  soe  general! :  viz.  the  townes  of  Middleton 
"and  Shrewsbury,  the  forciblenes  of  the  charge  begreal  :  viz.  an  Act 
"of  the  general]  asembly'!  ami  withal]  judging  the  charge  the  whole 
"ground  of  the  Act:    for  what   greater  force  can  there   he  than  a 
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1  general!  act :  wee  say  :  wee  (weighing  these  things  in  the  ballances 
'of  equity)  judge  ourselves  at  present  altogether  incapable  of 
'  answearing  the  summons  :  aprehending  ourselves  at  present  rather 
'  litter  to  be  cleared  publicklv  of  soe  weighty  a  charge  :  then  to  joyne 
'  with  the  Gouvernour  :  Counsell :  and  deputies  of  the  townes  of  the 
'province  in  the  exercise  of  any  legislative  power:  for  the  settlement 
'  of  anything :  needful  and  necessary  for  the  well  governing  of  this 
'  province :  and  should  have  now  apeared  to  have  answered  to  the 
'  charge  if  that  writt  had  apeared  amongst  us  wch  the  late  asembhy 
1  gave  the  Gouvernour  thatt  power  to  issue  forth :  further  more  (con- 
'  ceaving  under  correction)  that  noe  such  prerogative  or  privilege 
'  may  bee  conferred  upon  contemners  and  despisers  of  government, 
'much  les  noe  such  thing  as  either  the  dignity  of  a  freeholder  to 
'  elect  or  the  dignit}7"  of  a  Deputy  to  act  for  the  good  and  Avelfare  of 
'  any  state  or  province  and  therefore  for  the  full  clearing  of  ourselves 
'our  desire  is  that  the  late  act  (according  to  the  current  thereof) 
'may  bee  exactly  prosecuted:  that  soe  that  power  (wch  the  late 
'  asembly  of  deputies  at  their  last  adjournment  tooke  upon  them 
'  to  give  the  gouvernour)  may  now  bee  putt  in  execution  : 
'for  had  that  writt  apeared  now  amongst  us:  wee  question  nott : 
'but  wee  should  have  shewed  our  ready  and  willing  obedience 
'  to  have  answeared  thereunto :  being  carefull  of  incurring  upon 
'  any  Attayndor  of  rebellion  :  but  that  writt  apearing  nott  amongst 
'  us :  wee  judged  ourselves  not  obliged  to  come  to  answear : 
'  and  thus  in  briefe  have  wee  given  account  of  our  present  condition  : 
'  under  favour  waiting  onely  Avith  all  humility  (pro  forma  tan  turn.)  as 
'  to  what  is  further  required  of  us  in  the  late  act :  viz  :  to  shew  cause 
'  why  wee  will  nott  pay  our  just  proportion  of  expences  of  provision 
'  expended  at  two  asemblies  in  the  yeare  (68)  wee  answear  that 
'  which  was  expended  at  the  asembly  Held  25,  May  (68)  wee  had 
'then  noe  deputies  there  to  expend  and  further  what  was  expended 
•at  the  adjournment:  in  November  following  in  the  same  yeare  :  our 
'  deputies  who  were  {here  and  nott  suffered  to  act  but  sume  how 
'  agayne  reported  to  us:  that  the  deputies  for  the  townes  of  the  pro- 
'  vince:  invited  them  one  night  to  supper:  web  before  their  departure 
'  thence  they  tendered  them  money  for  itt  soe  that :  as  wee  abhorre 
'all  such  baseness  of  speritt  as   to  eat    any  mens  bread   for  nought: 
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"  soe  wee  come  nott:  by  what  wee  have  soe  lightly  as  to  pai  other 

"  mens  cxpciiccs :  who  wee  conceive  rather  sln»w  an  evell  mind  ill 
"desiring  itt :  see  that  if  anything  by  the  power  of  the  province  be 
"forced  from  us  ;it  any  time  (upon  this  amount)  viz:  for  the  dk 
"charge  of  ezpences  of  provisions  for  those  two  asemblies:  wee 
"hope  wee  shall  neither  be  ashamed  nor  affrayd  to  declare  il  to  be 
"open  and  manifest  wrong:  further  wee  give  yee  to  understand 
"  the  cause  and  reason  why  our  deputies  apeared  not  at  the  lasl 
"adjournment:  when  the  time  came  that  they  should  goe:  our  vet 
"sel  was  accidentally  drove  away  by  W'  means  they  were  disabled 
"from  coming  and  for  the  season  ofneere  fourteen  days  toghether  aoe 
"  vessell  could  not  bee  gott  in  any  capacity  to  transport  them  :  this 
"being  the  very  ground  and  reason  why  they  came  notl  :  and  there 
" fore  wee  conceive  that  wch  providentially  fall  out  men  of  reason 
"and  understanding  will  bee  well  satisfied  withal  * 

"It  is  further  ordered  :  that  the  clarke  (at  present)  shall  signe  to  this 
"above  answear  in  the  name  of  the  towne  and  shall  send  it  backe  by 
"Woodbridge  men  with  its  direction  running  thus:  viz:  To  the 
"Honoured  Gouvernour  and  Counsell :  and  Deputies  of  the  townes 
"of the  province  asembled  toghether  at  Elizabethtown. 

Testis,  Edwahd  Tabbte,    T.  C. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Middletown 
were  willing  to  acknowledge  the  government  of  the  Proprietors  and 
to  send  deputies,  but  the}'  denied  the  right  of  the  Proprietors  to  the 
land;  nor  did  they  ever  rescind  the  order  forbidding  their  represen- 
tives  taking  the  oath,  except  with  the  proviso  saving  their  patent. 
The  allusion  to  the  invitation  to  supper  is  amusing.  It  seems  that 
this  mode  of  procuring  legislative  favor  commenced  at  an  early  day. 
The  unsophisticated  men  two  centuries  ago  could  not  understand  how 
expensive  suppers  could  be  paid  for,  unless  they  who  gave  them 
reimbursed  themselves  from  the  public  funds.  It  is  evident  that 
the}r  thought  the  province  was  in  some  way  to  pay  lor  the  feast,  their 
offer  of  payment  having  been  declined.  It  is  probable  that  the  sup 
per  was  given  at  the  instance  of  those  representing  the  Proprietors, 
to  induce  the  deputies  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  to  lake  the 
oath  without  the  proviso,  hut  they  stood  firmly  by  their  patent,  and 
could  not  be  influenced  by  filthy  lucre  or  line  supper-. 
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On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  1672,  Berkley  and  Carteret,  the 
Lords  Proprietors,  issued  declarations  to  the  people,  among  which 
was  the  following,  which  proves  that  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury 
still  held  out :  "  For  such  as  pretend  to  right  .of  property  to  land 
"and  government  within  our  province  b)^  virtue  of  patent  from  Gov. 
"  Col.  Richard  Nicolls  as  they  ignorantly  assert  we  utterly  disown 
"  any  such  things — a  grant  they  had  from  him  on  condition  they 
''never  performed.  Lovelace  demanded  they  patent  their  land 
"  from  us  and  pay  our  quit  rent  which  if  they  do  we  are  content 
"they  shall  enjoy  the  land  the}r  are  settled  on  but  without  their 
"speedy  compliance  as  abovesaid  we  do  order  our  Governor  and 
"  Counsel  to  dispose  thereof  in  whole  or  in  part."  They  also  author- 
ized the  constables  of  the  respective  towns  to  take  by  warrant  from 
the  Governor,  by  way  of  distress,  from  ever}^  individual  inhabitant, 
their  just  proportion  of  rent  due  to  them  yearly  beginning  on  25th 
March  1670  and  if  not  thus  collected  the  Marshal  of  the  province  be 
impowered.  &c. 

In  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Proprietors  did  not  base 
their  title  upon  a  grant  from  the  Duke  of  York  prior  to  the  Nicolls 
patent,  but  upon  the  allegation  that  the  patentees  had  not  performed 
the  conditions  of  their  patent,  in  what  particular  is  not  stated.  The 
command  to  collect  the  rents  in  this  summary  way  was  inconsistent 
with  the  previous  action  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  in  May, 
1672,  upon  the  address  of  James  Grover  and  others,  patten  tecs,  and 
their  associates,  of  the  towns  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  unto 
the  Governor  and  Council,  for  confirmation  of  certain  privileges 
granted  them  by  Colonel  Richard  Nicolls,  the  Governor  and  Council 
did  confirm- unto  said  patentees  and  their  associates  these  particulars 
following,  being  their  rights  contained  in  the  aforesaid  patent,  among 
which  was  the  following  "Imprimis,  that  the  said  patentees  and  associ- 
ates have  full  power,  license  and  authority  to  dispose  of  the  said 
"lands  expressed  in  the  said  patent  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,"  I 
can  only  account  for  the  action  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  in  Decem- 
ber, upon  the  supposition  that  they  had  not  received  information  of 
the  action  of  their  Governor  and  Council  the  previous  May.  They 
were  certainly  bound  by  the  previous  action  of  their  Governor  and 
Council  confirming  the  Nicolls  patent,      Whether  lands  included  in 
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the  Nicolls  patent  arc  held  under  that  patent  as  the  original  of  title,  or 
under  returns  from  the  Board  of  Proprietors,  is  b  question  thai  has 
never  come  before  our  courts.  I  am  informed  thai  a  soil  will 
probably  be  instituted  in  a  Cow  days,  which  will  involve  this  inten 
ing  question,  the  Proprietors  having  within  a  lew  years  granted  to  a 
party,  lands  which  another  claims  by  deeds  under  the  Nicolls  patent 
The  confirmation  of  this  patent  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  May, 
1672,  also  gave  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Monmouth  the  liberty 
to  make  prudential  laws  and  constitutions  among  themselves  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  patent,  and  if  this  conflrmatian  was  valid  it 
follows  that  they  were  free  from  the  Crown  before  the  American 
revolution,  for  the  Proprietors  could  not  in  1702  surrender  the  gov- 
ernment over  them. 

In  1670  the  quit  rents  as  claimed  by  the  Proprietors  had  become 
due.  They  who  held  under  Nicolls  refused  to  pay  them,  and  there 
followed  great  confusion,  not  only  in  the  towns  of  Monmouth,  but 
elsewhere.  At  length  the  revolutionists  determined  to  establish  a 
new  government.  The  malcontents  in  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury 
joined  this  confederacy  and  elected  deputies,  who  with  the  repre 
sentatives  of  some  of  the  other  towns  of  the  province,  met  at  Klixa- 
bethtown  in  May,  1672.  Governor  Philip  Carteret  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  province.  James  Carteret  usurped  the  office,  and  was 
sustained  by  the  new  Assembly.  Philip  Carteret  left  John  Perry  as 
his  deputy,  and  remained  in  England  until  after  the  Dutch  conquest 
It  is  thought  by  many  that  if  the  war  with  Holland  had  not  oc- 
curred, the  government  of  the  Proprietors  would  have  been  over 
thrown  by  the  insurgents. 

In  March,  1672,  war  was  declared  by  Charles  the  Second  against 
the  states  of  Holland.  A  Dutch  squadron  invested  New  York,  and 
the  city  surrendered.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  .Inly.  A.  P.  1673,  the 
victors  took  possession  of  the  city,  ami  the  province  of  New  Jersey, 
being  rent  asunder  with  intestine  lends,  was  in  no  condition  to  resist. 
A  proclamation  issued  guaranteeing  the  rights  and  privileges  ^(  the 
inhabitants  upon  condition  of  swearing  allegiance  to  the  States  Cen 
eral  of  Holland,  and  attending  at  New  Orange  on  a  certain  day.  t" 
take  the  oath. 

In  this  town  book  is  a,  copy  o\'  the  correspondence  at    the  surren 
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der.  The  style  of  these  diplomatic  notes,  and  the  antiquity  of  the 
events,  are  my  excuse  for  quoting  in  full.  The  first  entry  is  dated 
August  3d,  1673,  and  is  as  follows:  "  Upon  receipt  of  a  summons 
"for  choyce  of  Deputies  from  the  Citty  of  Niew  Orange  by  order  of 
"the  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in  Chiefe  of  the  fleett  belonging  to 
"the  estates  Gonerall  and  Prince  of  Orange:  as  alsoe  by  order  of 
"  Captaine  John  Berry  late  Deputy  Gouvernour,  the  towne  this  day 
"  con  vented  together  for  election:  and  upon  perfect  vote  James 
"  Grover  and  John  Bowne  were  b}r  the  pluralities  of  votes  chosen 
"  Deputies  to  treat  with  the  said  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in 
"  Chiefe :  and  unto  whom  :  full  power :  license  :  and  authority  is 
"  hereby  conferred  to  make  a  full  and  plenary  surrender  upon  such 
"  articles  as  shall  be  agreed  upon." 

On  the  same  day  the  town  gave  order  that  the  following  should  be 
put  on  record:  "The  30th  of  July  Ffort  James :  and  the  Citty  of 
"  New  Yorke  being  this  day  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  States 
"  Generall  and  Prince  of  Orange  by  certain  shippes  of  warre  :  the 
"  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in  Chiefe  of  the  sayd  Fleett  sent  a 
"  summons  to  this  towne  to  come  and  yield  to  certain  articles  of  sur. 
"render  the  5th  of  this  present  month:  other  wise  to  expect  to  bee 
"subdued  by  force  of  amies  :  a  true  copy  of  wch  summons  is  as  fol. 
"  loweth  :  viz :  The  Inhabitants  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  in 
"the  Province  of  New  Jersey  are  hereby  forcibly  charged  and 
"required  to  send  their  Deputies  of  their  sayd  townes  to  this  place 
"  on  Tuesday  morning  next:  for  to  treat  with  us  uppon  certaine 
"articles  of  surrendering  or  by  refusall :  wee  shall  bee  nesecitated  to 
"subdue  you  by  force  of  amies:  Dated  at  the  Stadt  house  at  the 
"  Citty  of  New-Orange  this  first  day  of  August  1673. 

"  Cornelius  Everson  de  Joyce 

"  Jacob  Behell 
"  Nicholas  Biard,  Secretary 

"  By  order  of  the  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in  Chiefe 
"  of  the  fllect  riding  in  the  North  River. 

Here  follows  the  Deputy  Governors'  warrant : 

"  You  are  hereby  required  to  make  choyce  of  two  Deputies  for 
"your  towne  :  and  that  they  appeare  at  New  Yorke 

"  on  Tuesday  morning  next   being   the  fifth  instant   to  consider  and 
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"advise  of  what  conditions  shall  bee  thought  litt  to  endeavour  to 
"obtaine:  being  required  by  the  General]  to  give  you  notice  of  the 
"time  apoynted  for  debating  and  determining  the   same.     Given 

"  under  my  hand  this  first  day  of  August  1  673. 

"John   Berry. 

"  To  John  Bowne  Esq  to  be  published  at  a 

<:      towne    meeting    in    Middletown    tlie 
sayd  Deputies  to  bee  chosen  by  the 
:'      inhabitants'' 

''Upon  all  which  the  town  acted." 

The  next  entry  relating  to  the  Dutch  conquest    is  dated 

"August  26th,  1673.     Stih  novo. 

"  Upon  receipt  of  an  order  from  the  Commanders  in  Chiefe  and 
"  Counsel  of  Warre :  resident  in  Fortt  "William  Eendrick  al  Ww 
"  Orange  :  (for  choyce  of  six  persons  being  inhabitants  of  the  towne 
"to  bee  presented  to  the  commanders  as  above  s'1 :  to  take  three  For 
"  towne  magistrates :  as  alsoe  for  choyce  of  two  Deputies  to  act  at 
"  vVoodbridge  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  abovesaid  order)  the 
"towne  :  this  day  convented  together  for  election  :  and  upon  perfect 
"  vote  the  choyce  was  as  followeth :  "  &c,  &c. 

Subsequently  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  townes  were  required  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  government  On  the  twelfth 
day  of  September,  1673,  an  order  came  from  the  Council  of  War  in 
Fort  Orange  for  a  list  to  be  taken  of  all  above  sixteen  years  of  a  e 
and  for  choice  of  military  officers.  This  was  the  last  order  that  emi 
nated  from  the  Dutch  government.  On  the  ninth  day  of  February, 
1674,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  Bolland  was  concluded, 
by  the  terms  of  which  the  towns  in  New  Jersey  were  restored  t" 
their  former  owners. 

After  the  conquest,  King  Charles  gave  new  grants  of  soil  at 
ernment,  and  on  the  31st  of  July,  1674,  Sir  George  Carteret  gave 
new  instructions  as  follows:  " Whereas duriug  the  Into  wars  between 
" his  Majesty  and  the  Dutch  the  Countrys  of  New  York  and  Now 
"Jersey  and  other  adjacent  parts  were  conquered  by  them.  wh«»  have 
"since  in  pursuance  of  treaty  of  peace  restored  said  Countrys  t.»  hi- 
'-Majesty,  and  his  Majesty  granted  same  to  Duke  of  York,  and  Duke 
"  of  York  granted  to  us  all  that  land,  &c  extending  southward  as  far 
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"as  a  certain  creek  called  Barnegat,  about  half  way  from  Sandy 
"Point  to  Cape  May,  and  thence  to  the  Delaware  river  to  and  below 
"  a  certain  creek  called  Renkokus  Kill,  thence  up  the  Delaware  river 
■' to  the  uorthernmost  branch  &c."  Berkley  had  previously  parted 
with  his  undivided  interest  in  the  province  of  John  Fenwick  (18th 
March  1673)  and  doubtless  had  agreed  with  him  or  his  grantees  upon 
a  line  of  division  corresponding  with  this  grant  of  the  Duke  of  York 
to  Carteret.  The  line  of  this  division  was  afterward  materially 
changed  by  the  quintipartite  deed  ( 1st  July  1676)  which  made  the  east- 
ern terminus  of  the  partition  line  farther  south,  and  the  western  ter- 
minus farther  north.  The  whole  of  the  Nicolls  Monmouth  patent 
was  in  East  Jerse}^  by  either  division  line. 

The  new  Concessions  of  Carteret  disowned  the  Nicolls  patent,  and 
ordered  that  if  the  inhabitants  did  not  take  out  new  patents,  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  should  dislodge  them.  It  is  difficult  to  understand 
this  action,  after  the  previous  confirmation  of  the  Nicolls  title,  unless 
it  be  that  it  was  held  that  the  Dutch  war  and  conquest  destroyed  all 
prtents,  deeds,  and  grants.  "As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Navesink  "  (the 
concessions  continue)  "  considering  their  faithfulness  to  the  Lords 
"  Proprietors  that  upon  their  petition  their  township  shall  be  surveyed 
"and  shall  be  incorporated  and  have  equal  privileges  with  others,  and 
"that  such  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  pretended  patentees  and  laid 
"out  money  in  purchasing  land  from  the  Indians  shall  have  in  con- 
sideration five  hundred  acres  of  land."  Whether  the  patentees 
accepted  these  terms  and  took  out  patents  from  the  Proprietors  I  am 
not  informed,  but  my  impression  is  that  most  of  them  stuck  to  the 
Nicolls  patent.  In  what  way  the  inhabitants  of  Navesink  had  been 
faithful  to  the  Proprietors  does  not  appear.  It  is  probable  that  dur 
ing  the  war  they  deserted  the  fortunes  of  James  Carteret,  and  adhered 
to  the  proprietary  government,  for  we  find  them  receiving  and  acting 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  Deputy  Governor  Berry. 

In  November,  1674,  Philip  Carteret  returned  from  England,  and 
reassumed  the  office  of  Governor.  The  next  general  Assembly  con- 
vened in  November,  1675,  and  was  loyal  to  the  Proprietors.  The 
Deputies  from  Middletown,  Captain  John  Bowne  and  John  Throg- 
morton,  took  the  oath,  as  also  did  John  Slocum  from  Shrewsbury, 
but  William  Shatock,  the  other  delegate  from  Shrewsbury,  refusing 
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to  swear  or  subscribe,  was  dismissed.     At  this  session  an  oblivion 

Act,  as  it   was  called,  was    passed,  whereby  all   actions  were  utterly 
abolished  against  any  one  who  had    been  a  parly  or  in  any    w;i\   . -. > 1 1 
corned  in  the  endeavoring  and   making   an  alteration    in    the  govern 
ment  here  settled  by  the  Lords,  any  time  from  the  year  L670,   until 
Juno,  1673,  and  the  inhabitants,  by  said   Act   were  absolutely  and 
freely  pardoned  of  all  offences  whatsoever.       And   it    was   further 
enacted,  "that  all  reviling  and   upbraiding  of  others  with   matter 
"difference  whatsoever  remitted  and  pardoned  by  the  honorable  I  \o\ 
"  ernor,  or  abolished  be  buried  in  oblivion^  nol  to  be  urged  upon  whal 
"  pretence  soever  upon   pain  of  imprisonment    during   pleasure,  line 
"banishment,  stocking,  whipping,   any  or  more  of  these."     This  was 
full,  free  and  unqualified  amnesty. 

After  the  Dutch  war  closed  we  find  but  little  more  of  the  contra 
vers}r  as  to  title  to  land  covered  by  the  Nicolls  Monmouth  patent, 
but  from  this  grant  and  others  from  Nicolls  in  other  parts  of  the 
Province,  grew  a  spirit  of  discord  and  dissatisfaction  which  finally 
compelled  the  Proprietors  to  surrender  to  the  Crown  the  power  of 
Government  over   the  whole  province. 

This  surrender  was  made  in  1702.  Tts  immediate  cause  was  a 
long  and  acrimonious  dispute  between  the  adherents  of  Andrew 
Hamilton  on  the  one  side,  and  of  Jeremiah  Basse  on  the  other,  each 
of  whom  claimed  to  be  Governor  of  the  province.  Andrew  Hamilton 
was  understood  to  be  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  proprietary  title, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Monmouth  who  had  claimed  title 
to  their  lands  under  Indian  rights  and  the  patent  of  Nicolls,  joined 
the  party  which  sustained  Basse.  We  thus  see  that  the  Nicolls 
grant  to  the  patentees  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  together  with 
other  patents  from  the  same  source  for  lands  in  other  parts  of  the 
province,  caused  the -overthrow  of  the  provincial  government  The 
surrender  of  government  to  the  Crown  was  an  important  evenl  in  the 
history  of  New  Jersey,  and  my  chief  object  in  this  paper  has  been  t" 
show  the  part  the  towns  of  Monmouth  took  in  producing  that 
result. 

We  are  told  that  seditions  meetings  were  held,  and  greal  disorders 
preceded  the  surrender  of  government,  but  no  writer  on  the  subject 
has  given  us   particulars.     In   the  Clerk's  office  at    freehold  air  the 
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records  of  the  courts  of  that  day.  It  appears  that  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  Governor  to  attend  and  act  as  Judge.  Governor  Hamilton 
attended  at  the  session  held  at  Middletown  in  March,  1701.  The 
proceedings  of  the  court  were  interrupted,  the  Governor  with  all  the 
officers  of  the  court  were  taken  and  held  as  prisoners  for  several  days, 
the  prisoner  on  trial  rescued  and  carried  off,  not  on  account  of  any 
sympathy  for  the  accused,  but  because  the  people  denied  the  author- 
ity of  the  Governor  and  the  legalit}r  of  the  court  as  constituted. 
The  following  is  the  entry  :  "Session  at  Middletown  March  1701, 
"being  present  Colonel  Andrew  Hamilton,  Governor,  Lewis  Morris, 
"  Samuel  Leonard  of  the  Governors  Council,  Jedediah  Allen,  Samnel 
"  Dennis,  Justices.  The  court  being  opened  one  Moses  Bntterworth 
"  who  was  accused  of  piracy  and  had  confessed  that  he  did  sail  with 
"  Captain  William  Kidd  in  his  last  voyage  when  he  came  from  the 
"  East  Indies  and  went  into  Boston  with  him  and  was  bound  to  make 
"his  appearance  at  this  Court  that  he  might  be  examined  and  dis- 
"  posed  of  according  to  his  Majestys  orders.  The  said  Butterworth 
"was  called  and  made  his  appearance,  and  when  the  Court  was  exam- 
"  ining  him  one  Samuel  Willett  Innholder  said  that  the  Governor  and 
"  Justices  had  no  authority  to  hold  Court  and  that  he  would  break  it 
"up,  and  accordingly  went  down  stairs  to  a  company  of  men  then  in 
"arms  and  sent  up  a  drummer  one  Thomas  Johnson  into  the  Court 
"  who  beat  upon  his  drum,  and  several  of  the  Company  came  up  with 
"  their  arms  and  clubs  which  together  with  the  drum  continually  beat- 
"ing  made  such  a  noise  (notwithstanding  often  proclamation  made  to 
"  be  silent  and  keep  the  King's  peace)  that  the  Court  could  not  exam- 
"  ine  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  when  there  was  as  the  Court  judged 
"  atwixt  thirty  and  forty  men  come  up  into  the  court  some  with  their 
"  arms  and  some  with  clubs,  two  persons  viz  Benjamin  Borden  and 
"Richard  Borden  attempted  to  rescue  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  did 
"  take  hold  on  him  by  the  arms  and  about  the  middle  and  forced  him  from 
"the  bar,  the  Constable  and  the  under  Sheriff  by  the  command  of  the 
"  Court  apprehended  the  said  Bordens,  upon  which  several  of  the  per- 
sons in  the  court  assaulted  the  constable  and  undersheriff  (the  drum 
"  still  beating  and  the  people  thronging  up  stairs  with  their  arms) 
•  and  rescued  the  two  Bordens,  upon  which  the  Justices  and  Kings 
■  Attorney-General  of  the  Province  then  present  (after  commanding 
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'"the  Kings  peace  to  be  kept  ami  do  heed  being  given  thereunto) 
"drew  their  swords  and  endeavoured  to  retake  the  prisoner  and  &ppre 
"hend  some  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  rescue   bul  was  resisted 

"and  assaulted  themselves  and  the  examination  of  tin-  prisoner  torn 
11  in  parts.  And  in  the  scuffle  both  Richard  Borden  and  Benjamin 
"Borden  were  wounded,  but  the  endeavours  of  the  courl  irere  Dot 
"effectual  in  retaking  the  prisoner  for  he  was  rescued  and  canied  off 
"and  made  his  escape.  And  the  people  viz  Safety  Grover,  Richard 
"Borden,  Benjamin  Borden,  Obadiah  Holmes,  Obadiafa  Bowne, 
"Nicholas  Stevens,  George  Cook,  Benjamin  Cook,  Richard  Osborne, 
•'Samuel  Willett,  Garret  Wall,  James  Bollen.  Samuel  Foreman, 
••William  Hunter,  Jonathan  Stout,  James  Stout.  William  Hendricks, 
"John  Bray,  William  Smith,  Gershom  Mott,  Abner  Hough,  George 
"Allen,  John  Cox,  John  Vaughn,  Elisha  Lawrence.  Zebulon  Clay- 
"ton,  James  Grover,  junior,  Richard  Davis,  Jeremiah  Everingham, 
"Joseph  Ashton  with  others  to  the  number  of*  about  one  hundred 
"persons  did  traitoriously  seize  the  Governor  and  the  Justices,  the 
"  Kings  Attorney- General  and  Secretary  and  the  Clarke  of  the  ( lourt, 
"and  the  nndcrSheriff  and  kept  them  under  guard  close  prisoners 
"from  Tuesday  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  till  the  Saturday  following 
"being  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  same  month  and  then  released  them 

"  Gavin  Drummond,  clerk." 

I  have  given  the  above  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  courl  in 
full,  because  it  is  the  only  circumstance  on  record  showing  the  nature 
of  the  difficulties  and  disorder  which  immediately  preceded  tlie  sur- 
render. 

I  have  confined  myself  to  a  period  between  1664  and  1702,  prin- 
cipally to  the  part  taken  by  the  towns  of  Monmouth  in  what  has 
been  called  the  provincial  revolution.  Much  of  interesl  in  reference 
to  other  events  during  that  period  might  be  given, — the  difficulties 
with  the  Indians,  their  treatment  and  the  precautions  of  the  inhab 
itants  for  defence,*  the  proceedings  of  the  courts,  illustrating  the 
character  and  civilization  of  the  people, — the  biography  of  some  of 
the  public  men  who  figured  in  those  early  days,  such  as  Louis  Rfor 
ris,  the  uncle  of  the  celebrated  man  of  the  same  name  who  figured  in 
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New  Jersey  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century — or  John 
Bowne,  often  a  representative  and  for  a  time  during  the  controversy 
between  Hamilton  and  Basse  the  Deputy  Governor  of  the  province. 
I  might  also  speak  of  others  of  those  early  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
on  the  Navesink,  such  as  Garret  "Wall  and  Gershom  Mott,  ancestors 
of  men  distinguished  in  this  century.  I  might  also  trace  the  history 
of  Monmouth  from  the  time  of  the  surrender  to  and  inclnding  the 
American  revolution,  in  which  her  people  played  a  conspicuous  part. 
This  would  doubtless  have  been  more  interesting  to  the  public,  but 
as  the  time  allotted  was  not  sufficient  to  traverse  the  whole  field,  I 
thought  I  eould  contribute  a  more  valuable  gift  to  history,  and  better 
promote  the  object  of  your  society,  by  giving  without  much  comment 
the  heretofore  unwritten  and  unpublished  action  of  the  towns  of  Mon- 
mouth during  the  provincial  revolution. 

In  its  early  settlement  and  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen. 
tury,  Monmouth  was  the  most  populous  and  most  wealthy  county  of 
New  Jersey,  and  although  shorn  of  a  large  portion  of  its  territory,  it 
is  still  second  to  none  of  the  agricultural  counties.*  From  the  earli- 
est times  the  inhabitants  of  Monmouth  have  exercised  great  influence 
in  public  affairs.  Monmouth  has  always  been  in  Southern  New  Jer- 
sey what  Essex,  another  original  county,  has  been  in  northern,  "a 
power  in  the  state." 


*  See  Note 
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(1).  For  the  power  of  Attorney  of  Commission  from  the  Duke  of  York  to 
Colonel  Nicolls.  under" which  the  Monmouth  Patent  was  made.  See  Learning 
and  Spicer. 


(2).  For  the  Monmouth  patent  in  full,  see  Learning  and  Spicer. 

This  patent  is  recorded  in  New  York,  and  also  in  the  first  book  of  records  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  Monmouth  County.  The  book  in  which  it  is  contained  is  a 
book  of  deeds  commencing  about  the  year  1GG7. 


(3).  The  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  that  convened  at  Portland 
Point,  is  preserved  in  one  of  the  old  books  in  the  Monmouth  County  Clerk's 
office.  The  record  of  the  first  meeting  opens  thus :  "At  a  General  Assembly 
the  12th  of  December  16G7.     Officers  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  ICiddletown 

on  Newasunk  neck  and  established  by  oath  at  this  present    Assembly  or  Court 
held  this  day  and  year  above  written. 

Officers  for  Middletown 
Richarct  Gibbons      Constable 

Jonathan  Hulms  [0verseers 

William  Lawrence        ) 

Shem  Arnold      )  neBUties 
James  Ashton     \       ' 

For  Portland  Point 

Henry  Percy 
Richard  Richardson 
James  Bowne 

Officers  for  Shrewsbury  on  Narumsick 

Peter  Parker      Constable 

^TrdwUTnU      [Overseers  and 
Miak.m  Wardell         V      Deputies» 
Barth  West  )  ' 

Then  follows  this  entry  as  a  heading: 

"The  several  acts  or  orders  enacted  at  this  present  Assembly  upon  the  prool 
"presented  by  the  inhabitants  to  the   Patentees  and   Deputees  are  in  order  Bel 

"down  viz.'1     Here  follow  the  acts  passed  upon  a  variety  of  BUbjeCtfl 
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(4).  This  old  town  book  was  found  b}-  me  among  the  papers  of  Middletown 
township  in  possession  of  the  town  clerk.  The  town  book  of  Shrewsbury  has 
not  been  found.  This  old  book  shows  that  it  is  not  a  copy,  but  the  original, 
written  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  and  cotemporaneous  with  the  events  recorded. 
The  handwriting  is  that  of  a  man  of  some  culture  and  business  experience,  in 
the  old  style  of  penmanship,  but  legible.  The  book  is  covered  with  deerskin. 
On  the  first  page  are  the  names  of  the  patentees  and  householders,  and  the 
number  of  the  lot  allotted  to  each.  There  were  thirty-six  lots  in  what  is  now 
the  village  of  Middletown,  and  it  is  supposed  that  there  was  a  house  or  cabin  on 
each  of  the  lots.  The  people  were  afraid  to  live  outside  of  the  town  because  of 
wild  beasts  and  Indians,  and  it  must  have  required  at  least  thirty-six  houses  in 
Middletown  to  accommodate  the  number  of  inhabitants  then  there.  Some  of 
these  lots  can  still  be  identified  as  containing  the  original  number  of  acres.  ' 
This  book  not  only  contains  the  proceedings  of  town  meetings,  but  also  the 
record  of  the  overseers'  courts  of  the  town  instituted  under  the  ISTicolls  pattent, 
the  marks  of  cattle,  the  record  of  deeds,  agreements  and  marriages.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  record  of  marriage:  "January  3,  1672.  John  Smith  and  Mary 
his  wife  after  legall  publication  were  this  day  coupled  together  in  marriage  by 
John  Bowne  Justice  of  Peace." 


(5).  The  Indians  residing  permanently  on  the  Nicolls  patent  were  not  numer- 
ous. Many  came  from  the  interior  to  pass  the  Summer  near  the  shore,  and 
returned  in  the  Autumn  by  the  Minnisink  path.  Still  quite  a  number  made 
the  hills  about  Middletown  their  home  during  tl*e  entire  year.  The  inhabitants 
from  time  to  time  had  considerable  trouble  with  them.  They  built  a  fortification 
at  Middletown  to  protect  themselves  against  the  Indians.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  entries  in  the  town  book  relating  to  the  Indians : 

••January  G,  1G67.  Concerning  woulves.  It  is  ordered  that  if  any  one  shall 
"kill  a  wolfe  he  shall  have  twent}T  shillings  for  his  paines,  alsoe  if  any  Indian 
"  shall  kill  a  wolfe  and  bring  the  head  to  the  Constable  :  the  Indian  shall  have 
"  for  his  reward  twenty  gilders,  provided  it  can  be  dicerned  that  it  is  killed 
"within  ten  miles  of  the  towne." 

"  September  9th,  1G10.  The  Constable  and  overseers  with  the  asistance  of 
"  the  towne  Deputies  (taking  into  consideration  the  dangerous  practice  of  selling 
"  liquor  to  the  Indians  w'ch:  (for  some  years  past)  hath  at  severall  times:  occa- 
•sioned  mischiefe  in  the  towne:  and  moreover:  considering  that  nott  oncly  noe 
•'  course  is  taken  in  the  gcnerall:  for  the  obstructing  of  the  dangerous  practise  : 
••but  allsoe  :  the  eminent  danger  w'ch  dayly  hangs  over  our  heads:  the  weak- 
"  nes  of  the  towne  to  withstand  the  rage  and  fury  of  the  numerable  Indians: 
"  w'ch  inhabites  about  us:  for  the  present  safety  and  preservation  of  his  majes- 
1  tics  subjects  the  inhabitants  of  Middletown  did  upon  the  9th  of  this  present 
••  month  :  upon  this  following  ground  conclude  upon  the  following  order. 
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"Whereas  wee  have  found:  as  well  by  woeful]  experience  as  all 
"erall  complaints  of  many  inhabitants  of  this  towne  of  the  mischiefee  and  dan- 
"gers  ocasioned  by  some  :  trading  of  strong  liquor  to  the  Indians:  by  w'ch  many 

■  of  them :  having  bin  drunken  and  distempered  with  the  Baid  liquor  have  often- 

■  times  offered  violence  and  fury  to  several  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants :  who  have 
"bin  endangered  of  their  lives:  for  the  future  prevention  of  all  such  mischiefee 
"and  dangers  occasioned  by  the  violence  and  fury  of  the  Indian-  in  their 
•'drunken  distempers-:  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  our  Sovereigns 
"Lord  the  King:  doe  hereby  order  and  enact  thai  noe  person  whatsoever  shall 
"  either  directly  or  indirectly  sell  or  trade  any  sort  of  wine:  strong  liquor:  or 
" strong  bearre  to  any  Indian  within  the  limits  of  this  towneshipp:  upon  tin- 
"penalty  of  the  forfeiture  often  pounds  for  every  such  defall  and  thai  after  due 

'proces  made  to  be  forthwith  levied  upon  his  estate:  the  one-half  to  the  informer 
"and  the  other  to  bee  disposed  of:  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court : 

"  Tt  is  likewise  ordered  that  all  Indians  that  any  time  shall  bee  found  drunke 
"in  the  towne  or  neere  about  shall  bee  sett  in  the  stocks  till  they  bee  Bober." 

"  It  is  further  ordered  and  agreed  upon:  that  it  shall  bee  lawful :  within  the 
"  limits  of  this  towneshipp:  for  any  person  to  seize  upon  any  sort  of  wine 
"strong  liquor:  or  strong  bearre  that  is  in  the  possession  of  any  Indian:  and 
"take  it  away  from  him:  allwaies  provided  that  the  seizer  or  taker  gives  account 
"to  an  officer  Constable  what  he  hath  done." 

"John  Hauns  having  covenanted  this  day  to  make  a  paire  of  stocks  for  the 
"  towne:  is  to  receive  twelve  shillings  sixpence  for  his  reward." 

Men  were  appointed  to  watch  at  night  the  drunken  Indian-,  some  of  whom 
refused  to  serve  and  were  tried  before  the  town  court  organized  under  the  Nic- 
olls  patent.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  proceedings  in  one  of  these  cases: 

"September  9th  16?0.  At  a  court  holden  in  the  towne  of  tfiddletown, 
"  present 


'Edward  Smith     Constable 
I  Overseen 


"Jonathan  Hulmes 
"William  Lawrence 

"James  Grover 
"John  Bowno 


Patentees 


"Richard  Stoute        )    .,-,•,, 
,,t»-  i       i  /-in  i  •  r  Asislinu, 

"Richard  Gribbms     J 

"The  Constable  testified  that  he  required  John  Job  to  aide  him:   and  hee 

•'refused:  and  further  to  watch  with  the  drunken  Indians:  w'ch  thing allsoe  hee 

•'denied:  and  further  the  said  Job  said:  what  a  divell  have  I  to  doe  with  you  or 

"his  majesty  either:  and  further  said  (when  others  laid  hold  on  him  at  the  0on< 

"stables  comand:  his  shirt  then  tearing)  a  plague  oonfounde  yee  all 

"  John  Job  pleaded  that  hee  knew  nott  that  hee  was  constable 

"  The  sentence  of  the  Court  in  this  Case:  whereas  John  Job  hath  been  eon* 

"  victed  before  the  Court  for  breache  of  order  in  refusing  to  obey  the  Constable 

"  therefore  the  Court   doe  fine  the  said   John    Job   40   shillings  and  pay   court 

"charges. 
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On  the  same  day  another  trial  was  had  for  the  same  offence.  The  record  is 
as  follows : 

"The  Constable  testified  that  Richard  Sadler  said  :  his  son  should nott  watch : 
"and  the  next  morning  hee  charged  the  constable  with  these  words  viz  You  are 
"  sett  to  keepe  the  King's  peace  and  you  breake  it:  and  further  said  what  boys 
"  play  did  you  play  last  night.     This  the  said  Sadler  denied. 

"  The  sentence  of  the  Court  in  the  Case 

"Whereas  Richard  Sadler  hath  bin  convicted  before  the  Court  for  con- 
"tumelious  speeches  of  the  Constable.  Therefore  the  Court  doe  fine  the  sayd 
"  Richard  Sadler  twenty  shillings:  or  else  to  make  a  publick  acknowledgement 
"  of  his  offence  in  open  townc-meeting  and  pay  Court  charges. 


(G).  The  two  toAvns  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  were  first  called  the 
county  of  Middletown  and  afterwards  for  a  short  time  the  county  of  Navesink. 
The  name  of  Monmouth  was  given  about  the  year  1682.  The  township  of 
Freehold  was  settled  shortly  before  the  jTcar  1700,  and  in  1715  the  county 
seat  was  established  therein.  The  courts  which  previousby  had  been  held  at 
Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  have  since  1715  convened  at  the  town  of  Freehold, 
for  a  lono-  time  called  Monmouth  Court  House. 
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Trenton,  January  16th,  1873. 

The  Society  met  in  accordance  with  their  By-Laws  at  12  M.,  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Trenton  Broard  of  Trade,  the  President,  Rev. 
Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.  D.,  in  the  chair.  The  Rev.  Samuel  M. 
Ham  ill,  second  Vice-President  was  also  present,  and  members  were 
in  attendance  from  various  parts  of  the  State. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mr.  David  A. 
Hayes,  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Society  since  May  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  William  A.  Whitehead,  Corresponding  Secretary,  who 
noticed  with  more  or  less  particularity  the  letters  received.  Among 
them  were,  a  number  from  gentlemen  accepting  membership,  and 
others  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maryland,  Rhode  Island, 
Minnesota,  Georgia  and  New  York,  the  Historical  and  Philosophical 
Society  of  Cincinati,  New  York  State  Library,  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Essex  Mass.  Institute,  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  Society's  publications,  or  transmitting  donations  for  the 
library ;  which  was  also  the  character  of  others  from  Gen.  J.  Watts 
DePeyster,  of  New  York;  Rev.  C.  Bradlee,  of  Boston:  Bon.  F. 
T.  Frelinghuysen,  Hon.  Daniel  Haines,  Mr.  Win.  Nelson,  .).  Win- 
gate  Thornton,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  and  the  State  Librarian.  Comnm 
nications  from  Miss  Louise  Skinner  and  Mrs.  Professor  Chilton,  of 
New  Orleans,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  two  valuable 
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collections  of  coins  obtained  in  that  city.  Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin,  of 
Millstone,  and  Miss  Lucy  C.  Stickney,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  drew 
attention  to  the  Corwin  and  Kinsman  Geneologies  just  published. 
Mr.  Edwin  Salter,  of  Washington,  transmitted  manuscript  copies  of 
several  documents  bearing  upon  the  history  of  Monmouth  county  in 
1673-74.  Mr.  Charles  Whittlesey,  President  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Society  at  Cleveland,  forwarded  a  memorial  for  the  approval 
of  the  Society,  asking  Congress  to  secure  certain  important  docu- 
ments now  in  France  relating  to  early  French  Discoveries  on  the 
Lakes  and  Mississippi.  Hon.  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield,  com- 
municated some  information  relative  to  the  West  Jersey  Society,  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  that  portion  of  the  State 
and  a  number  of  other  communications  had  reference  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Society.  Many  of  the  letters  were  of  great  interest, 
and  showed  that  the  efficient  part  the  Society  is  taking  in  advancing 
historical  researches  is  widely  recognized  and  appreciated. 

The  Treasurer,  Col.  Robert  S.  Swords,  reported  a  cash  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $700.68,  and  invested  funds  amounting  to 
$1,693.89. 

The  Executive  Committee,  referring  to  the  statements  submitted 
by  the  officers  and  special  committees,  for  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion respecting  the  business  of  the  Society  since  their  last  report, 
confirmed  in  general  terms  the  favorable  impression  those  statements 
were  calculated  to  convey,  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Societ}^.  Each 
year  adds  to  the  confident  expectation  that  its  foundations  have  been 
too  well  laid,  and  the  services  it  has  rendered  too  important,  for  any 
doubts  to  be  entertained  of  its  continuing  to  receive  ever  increasing 
favor  from  every  citizen  interested  in  the  history  of  the  State ;  the 
only  drawback  on  its  advancement  in  its  useful  course  being  the 
limited  pecuniary  resources  at  its  command ;  the  increase  of  its 
library  and  other  most  desirable  ends  not  otherwise  attainable,  having 
necessarily  to  be  postponed  until  more  propitious  times. 

"  It  is  with  great  regret  "  said  the  committee,  "  that  we  formally 
announce,  that  Mr.  Samuel  Hayes  Congar,  the  Librarian,  died  on 
the  29th  July  last,  on  the  very  premises  and  in  part  of  the  very  house 
where  he  was  born  on  the  10th  December,  1796,  after  an  active, 
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industrious  and  useful  life.     He  was  descended  in  the  male  line  from 
John  Conger,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Woodbridge,  in  Middle 
County,  and  on  the   female  side  was  connected   with  tho  families  of 
the  Swaines,  Lyons,  Denisons,  Bruens,  Kitchells,  Haves'  ami  Tomp 
kins',  all  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Newark. 

He  entered  early  into  busy  life,  being  placed  in  a  drug  store  in 
Newark  when  eleven  years  old,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
quarter's  subsequent  tuition,  all  his  school  education  had  been 
previously  received.  In  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
coach  painter,  which  became  thereafter  his  pursuit  until  1855  when, 
in  his  59th  year,  he  retired  from  active  business. 

In  early  life  he  became  librarian  of  the  Apprentices  Libra  ry  of 
Newark  and  held  the  position  for  many  years,  therein  laying  the 
foundation  of  his  subsequent  acquaintance  with  books  and  literary 
matters. 

An  attempt  being  made  in  1845  to  utilize  the  old  Burying  Ground 
in  Newark  by  appropriating  it  to  other  purposes,  Mr.  Cougar's  interest 
in  the  remains  of  his  ancestors  therein  deposited  led  him  to  take  an 
active  part  in  opposition  to  the  so-called  improvements.  Extended 
researches  into  the  genealogies  of  the  families  interested  were  the 
result,  until  he  became  possessed  of  more  general  genealogical  and 
antiquarian  information  relating  to  the  Northern  part  of  the  State, 
especially  Essex  County,  than  any  other  of  our  citizens.  The  fruit 
of  these  researches  was  many  valuable  articles,  generally  published 
in  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  embodying  a  large  amount  of 
interesting  antiquarian  lore  which  would  probably  have  never  been 
preserved  but  for  him. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in  May.  1848, 
and  was  appointed  Librarian  in  1852  ;  an  office  for  which  his  tastes 
rendered  him  particularly  well  qualified.  The  genealogies  which  he 
contributed  to  the  volume  issued  by  the  Society  in  1866,  in  com- 
memmoration  of  the  Bi-centennial  celebration  of  the  settlement  of 
Newark,  added  materially  to  its  interest;  and  he  also  took  an  active 
part  in  editing  the  Town  Records  published  by  the  Society  in    1864. 

Mr.  Congar's  high  character  for  integrity  led  to  his  being  often 
entrusted  with  the  financial  interest  of  others,  and  he  was  associated 
with  several  of  the  business  institutions  of  Newark.     He  connected 
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himself  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  while  yet  a  young  man,  and 
took  an  active  and  efficient  part  in  Sunday  School  work,  as  well  as 
in  the  vocal  services  of  the  sanctuary. 

His  whole  career  illustrated  what  may  be  accomplished  in  a 
literary  direction  by  one  who  had  few  educational  advantages  in 
early  life,  and  little  leisure  at  any  time,  through  a  judicious  use  of 
spare  moments  which  most  persons  are  apt  to  squander. 

The  Committee  feel  that  by  Mr.  Congar's  death  the  Society  has 
lost  a  most  useful  member." 

After  some  eulogistic  remarks  by  Mr.  Peter  S.  Duryee,  that 
portion  of  the  Committees  Report  referring  to  Mr.  Congar,  was 
directed  to  be  entered  at  length  on  the  minutes  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  a  statement  of  the 
additions  made  to  the  books  and  pamphlets  since  May. 

"As  the  increase  of  the  library" — said  the  report — "  so  long  as 
the  money  resources  of  the  Society  are  so  limited,  must  depend 
entirely  on  donations,  the  Committee  are  prompted  to  urge  upon  the 
members  generally  the  cultivating  of  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
services  they  may  render  in  that  direction.  Opportunities  are 
frequently  occurring  when  old  and  sometimes  very  rare  books  can  be 
obtained  at  little  cost,  or  when  from  the  rubbish  of  garrets,  papers 
and  manuscripts  may  be  rescued  that,  however  valueless  to  the 
owners,  will  always  be  thankfully  received  by  us.  And  not  only 
will  such  as  have  the  stains  and  dust  of  age  upon  them  be  thus 
welcomed,  but  also  such  as  are  connected  with  recent  events.  We 
are  apt  to  forget  that  we  are  daily  enacting  history;  that  the 
occurrences  which  seem  to  us  of  trifling  import  because  so  familiar 
to  us,  enter  into  the  composition  of  both  the  "warp  and  woof"  of 
that  future,  which  will  be  the  present  of  those  who  are  to  succeed  us ; 
furnishing  the  threads  that  go  towards  rendering  the  texture  perfect, 
and  stamping  upon  it  indelibly  the  results  of  our  theories,  our  policies 
and  our  doings.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  thing  of  a  documentary 
character  not  included  within  the  scope  of  the  Society's  operations, 
organized,  as  it  is,  "to  discover,  procure  and  preserve"  whatever 
may  serve  to  illustrate  our  history.  The  pamphlet,  the  circular,  the 
handbill,  the  advertisement,  issued  for  private  ends  or  to  promulgate 
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the  views  and  doings  of  parties  or  associations :  the  newspaper  of 
the  day  with  its  countless  references  to  persons,  things  and  BT< 
the  transactions  of  the  market  or  the  exchange,  all  constitute  links  in 
that  wondrous  chain  upon  which  the  future  hangs.  Every  member 
is  therefore  called  upon  to  add  to  our  collections  things  new  as  well 
as  old." 

On  referring  to  the  death  of  the  Librarian  the  Commit  tec  Btated 
that  under  the  general  authority  conferred  upon  them  of  supervision 
over  the  library,  they  had  thought  it  advisable  to  secure  the  temporary 
services  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hutchings,  of  Newark,  as  assistant  and 
acting  Librarian.  As  the  office  of  Librarian  is  one  which  rails  for 
considerable  attention  and  self-denial  on  the  part  of  any  member  who 
may  hold  it,  for  which  no  remuneration  is  provided,  the  Committee 
were  not  prepared  to  name  any  gentleman  as  successor  to  Mr.  Congar  ; 
and  recommended  that  the  temporary  arrangement  existing  might  be 
continued  until  the  next  meeting,  which  recommendation  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another 
number  of  the  Society's  "  Proceedings  "  since  the  last  meeting. 

The  Finance  Commiittee  reported  that,  as  instructed  by  the 
Society,  they  had  issued  a  circular  calling  for  renewed  subscriptions 
to  the  Library  Fund,  to  which  only  a  few  responses  had  been  made, 
so  that  the  condition  of  the  fund  had  not  been  benefitted.  The 
present  subscriptions  will  generally  expire  next  year. 

The  Committee  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  few  of  the  old 
members  of  the  Society  had  liberally  borne  the  expenses  of  the  library 
for  many  years  past,  had  obtained  at  their  own  cost  from  abroad  the 
Analytical  Index  to  our  Colonial  Documents,  and  had  purchased  and 
presented  to  the  Society  a  valuable  lot  of  ground  in  Newark  whereon 
to  erect  a  suitable  edifice  for  the  occupancy  of  the  Society,  and  it 
was  consequently  only  equitable  that  those  who  have  become  more 
recently  connected  with  the  Society  should  begin,  at  least,  to  walk 
in  the  steps  of  their  predecessors. 

A  large  number  of  gentlemen  were  reported  on  favorably  by  the 
Nominating  Committee  and  on  being  ballotted  for  were  duly  elected. 
Other  nominations  were  received. 
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The  Chair  appointed  the  Standing  Committees  for  1873  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
^Pennington,  M.  D.,  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph 
N.  Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee, 
Edward  Sealey,  Robert  S.  Swords,  Robert  F.  Ballantine. 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  William  B.  Mott,  L 
Spencer  Goble,  John  C.  Johnson,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N.  Halstead,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  E. 
M.  Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  David  Naar,  Robert 
B.  Campfield. 

Rev.  Dr.  Abeel,  Messrs.  Peter  A.  Voorhees,  and  Martin  R.  Dennis 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  subsequently  reported  the  following,  who  were  duly 
elected  : 

OFFICERS   FOR    1873. 

President — Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.  D.,  Bound  Brook'. 

Vice  Presidents — Henry  W.  Green,  L.  L.  D.,  of  Trenton ; 
Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  of  Lawrencevile ;  William  B.  Kinney, 
of  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — William  A.  Whitehead,  of  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — David  A.  Hayes,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — Robert  S.  Swords,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Penniugton,  M.  D.,  of  Newark ; 
N.  Norris  Halstead,  of  Kearney ;  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  Trenton ; 
John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield ;  Charles  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton ; 
Peter  S.  Duryee,  of  Newark ;  Samuel  Allison,  of  Yardville  ;  Theo 
dore  F.  Randolph,  of  Morristown ;  Hugh  H.  Bowne,  of  Rahway. 

As  recommended  by  the  Library  Committee,  the  office  of  Librarian 
was  left  vacant.  The  duties  will  continue  to  be  performed  by  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Hutchings,  Assistant  Librarian. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  made  the  following 
report : 
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"  To  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  : — The  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Society  at  its  last  meetiug  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  a  supplement  to  an  Act  untitled  "An  Art  for  tin- 
better  preservation  of  the  Early  Records  of  the  State  of  N<\\  Jen* 
which  act  entrusts  to  this  Society  the  responsibilty  of  procuring 
copies  of  Colonial  Documents,  Papers  and  Minutes  of  Council 
referring  to  the  History  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  now  on  file  in 
the  State  Paper  Office,  London,  England,  respectfully  report  : 

"  That  in  accordance  with  the  authority  thus  conferred,  your  I  Ion 
mittee  immediately  opened  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Henry 
Stevens,  of  London,  whose  familiarity  with  the  early  annals  of  the 
country  and  with  the  modes  of  procedure  necessary  to  obtain  access 
to  the  public  archives  of  England,  and  whose  experience  in  previous 
researches  for  the  Society,  and  for  other  States  and  institutions, 
render  him  especially  qualified  for  the  duties  demanded  from  a 
resident  agent;  and  your  Committee  were  so  fortunate  as  to  secure 
his  aid  on  satisfactory  terms 

"  As  is  already  known  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  it  was  through 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Stevens  that  the  "  Analytical  Index  "  to  our 
Colonial  Documents,  which  constituted  the  basis  of  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Society's  "Collections,"  was  obtained,  and  your  Committee  were 
greatly  aided  in  their  selection  of  papers  to  be  first  copied  by  reference 
to  that  work. 

"Your  Committee  first  directed  the  completion  (as  far  as  might  be 
found  practicable)  of  the  Legislative  Annals,  especially  of  the 
Minutes  of  Council,  of  which  the  State  was  without  a  copy  ol  dates 
prior  to  the  year  1776.  They  next  examined  the  Analytical  Index  in 
chronological  order,  and  selected  such  documents  as  seemed  to  be 
most  desirable,  omitting  those  that  are  accessible  in  the  United 
States,  whether  in  print  or  manuscript.  The  possession  of  this  Index, 
which  was  procured  by  private  subscriptions  from  members  of  this 
Society,  has  thus  not  only  saved  to  the  State  a  considerable  sum 
which  otherwise  must  have  been  spent  in  preliminary  examinations, 
but  has  also  saved  much  time  in  the  selection  of  documents  and  in 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  act. 

"  In  making  this  first  selection,  many  documents,  which  ymiri  !om- 
mittee  thought  desirable,  were  passed,  until  it  could   be  ascertained 
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how  many  of  the  most  important  papers  could  be  had  under  this 
appropriation.  Any  surplus,  or  any  future  sum  given  by  the  State 
for  this  purpose,  can  be  applied  to  procure  those  docnments  of  less 
importance,  which  for  the  present  have  been  passed. 

"Your  Committee  report  that  the  result  of  Mr.  Stevens'  agency 
has  been  as  favorable  as  was  at  first  anticipated.  By  the  last  advices 
reeeived  from  him,  they  are  informed  that  a  large  co  rps  of  copyists 
and  examiners  are  at  work,  and  that  all  the  copies  would  probably  be 
ready  for  transmission  early  in  February,  and  thus  arrive  in  time  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislature  before  its  adjournment.  Mr.  Stevens' 
mode  of  procedure  is  likely  to  ensure  perfect  correctness  of  copy, 
not  only  as  to  matter,  but  also  as  to  form,  orthography,  punctuation 
and  capitalizing,  so  that  the  copies  will  be  as  valuable  for  reference 
as  the  originals.  A  specimen  sheet  has  been  received  and  transmitted 
to  the  Governor. 

"Your  Committee  earnestly  hope  that  the  Legislature  may  continue 
to  prosecute  the  good  work  so  well  begun  by  them,  until  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  New  Jersey  in  our  possession  shall  be  as  complete 
as  possible ;  not  only  by  the  acquisition  of  such  other  papers  from 
abroad  as  may  be  desirable,  but  also  of  such  papers  as  can  be 
obtained  in  private  or  public  collections  in  the  United  States.  It 
may  then  seem  desirable  to  print  the  whole  in  consecutive  order  for 
preservation  in  the  manner  already  done  by  some  of  the  other 
States. 

"Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  Society  assume  the  care  and 
responsibility  of  such  publications,  so  far  as  appropriations  for  that 
purpose,  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  the  State." 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Nathaniel  Niles, 
Joel  Parker, 
Daniel  Haines, 
W.  A.  Whitehead." 

"Trenton,  Jan.  16th,  1873." 

In  connection  with  their  report  the  Committee  submitted  commu- 
nications from  Mr.  Stevens  giving  the  details  of  the  mode  of 
proceedings  to  obtain  the  copies,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  work. 
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Rev.  John  Hall,   D.   D.,  referring  to  tin;  remarks  of    tin-  Com 

mittee  on  the  Library  upon  the  value  with  which  trivial  memoranda 
became  oftentimes  invested  in  after  years,  made  sonic  interesting 
statements  respecting  a  collection  of  interleaved  almanacs  existing 
in  Trenton,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Rev.  Win,  Fraser,  an  early 
missionary,  containing  notes  of  public  and  private  events  for  many 
years,  illustrating  the  history  of  Trenton  during  the  period  in  a 
remarkable  degree. 

Dr.  Hall  was  requested  to  obtain  these  diaries  for  the  Society  if 
possible,  and  if  not,  to  take  steps  to  get  their  contents  into  print. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Charles  Megill  of 
Trenton,  describing  the  remains  of  an  ancient  Port  or  Block-house, 
recently  unearthed  in  Trenton,  which  seems  to  have  been  built  early 
in  the  last  century.  Miss  Stafford  presented  a  specimen  of  the 
brick  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Block-house,  indicating  a  foreign 
origin. 

Mr.  David  B.  Bodine,  Executor  of  the  late  Ex-Governor  George 
F.  Fort,  M.  D.,  presented  that  gentleman's  portrait,  his  Diploma  from 
the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  various  commissions 
he  had  received  for  the  public  offices  he  filled  in  New  Jersey,  which 
in  his  will  he  requested  should  be  deposited  with  the  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  having  reported  that  the  Society 
had  received  as  a  donation,  some  years  ago,  and  had  still  in  its 
possession,  a  volume  of  records  belonging  to  the  East  Jersey  Pro- 
prietors, it  was,  on  motion  of  Col.  Swords 

Resolved,  That  m  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  the  folio  manuscript  volume  in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  known 
as  Liber  I  of  Patents,  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  East  Jersey  Proprii 
at  Perth  Amboy. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner,  and  on  re-assembling  a 
paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Adolpiius  P.  Young,  "On  Events  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  battle  at  New 
Market  on  the  14th  May,  1864,"  which  elicited  much  commendation  ; 
and  on  motion  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  returned  to  Mr.  Toting 
therefor  with  a  request  that,  should  he  not  carry  out  his  present 
ntention  of  publishing  a  history  of  those  events,  he  would  deposit  a 
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copy  with  the  Society.  This  was  followed  by  "  Passages  in  the 
History  of  Somerset  County,"  by  Rev.  Abraham  Messler,  D.  D.,  of 
Somerville,  which  were  listened  to  with  great  interest. 

After  some  complimentary  remarks  by  Col.  Swords,  Rev.  Dr. 
Hamill  and  others,  a  similar  resolution  and  request  to  those  referring 
to  Mr.  Young's  paper  were  adopted,  the  President,  on  putting  the 
question,  expressing  a  wish  that  what  had  been  so  well  done  at  the 
previous  meeting  by  Go  r.  Parker  for  Monmouth  County,  and  by  Dr. 
Messier  at  the  present  one  for  Somerset  County,  might  lead  others 
to  furnish  papers  on  the  history  of  every  county  in  the  State. 

Col.  Swords  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  he  would  offer 
an  amendment  to  Section  VII.  of  the  Constitution,  making  the  annual 
dues  of  resident  members  three  dollars  instead  of  two,  as  at  present. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade  for  their 
liberality  in  tendering  the  use  of  their  rooms,  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  at  Newark  on  the  third  Monday  of  May  next. 


Mtttxm  tat  foraspttknu  anir  fapm. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  JANUARY  16,   1873. 

FROM  MR.  WILLIAM  NELSON. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  July  6th.  1872. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  : — Perhaps  I  have  omitted  a  duty  in  not  earlier  formally 
notifying  you  of  my  acceptance  of  the  membership  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  to  which  1  was  elected  on  the  16th  May. 
*  *  *  *  *  The  work  already  done  by  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society  is  of  inestimable  value,  and  can  only  be 
appreciated  long  years  hence,  by  the  future  historians  of  our  State 
and  their  readers.  *  *  *  *  As  DeQuincy  forcibly 
remarks  :  "  For  a  man  to  reach  a  remote  posterity,  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  that  he  should  throw  his  voice  over  to  them  in  a  vast 
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arch — it  must  sweep  a  parabola — which,  therefor*?,  rises  high  above 
the  heads  of  those  next  to  him,  and  is  heard  by  the  bystanders   hut 
indistinctly,  like  bees  swarming  is  the  upper  air  before  the 
on  the  spot  fit  for  hiving." 

I  accept  the  membership  of  so  admirable  a  Society  with 
pleasure.  At  the  same  time  T  feel  it  brings  with  it  a  responsibility — 
to  contribute  as  far  as  possible  to  the  Society's  objects.  This  I  shall 
endeavor  to  do  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  amid  the  cares  of  an 
exacting  profession,  whose  business  is  to  record  for  piesent  and  future 
use  and  gratification  the  history  of  the  wonderful  present. 

T  sent  you  last  week  a  copy  of  the  Weekly  Press,  containing  :i 
paper  read  by  myself  at  a  recent  meeting  of  our  County  Historical 
Society. 

The  notices  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  of  the  settlement  of 
Acquackanonk,  contain  some  local  information  thai  may  be  new  ami 
perhaps  interesting  to  you.  Some  of  that  matter  was  introduced 
purposely  to  elicit  from  our  older  families  additional  information  on 
the  subjects  alluded  to,  and  not  without  success,  for  already  1  hear 
of  old  account  books  of  the  17th  century,  ancient  certificates,  deeds, 
etc.,  that  may  contain  interesting  items.  I  have  made  a  Dearly 
perfect  copy  of  the  Acquackanonk  Ref.  Church  Records,  containing 
a  complete  record  of  the  church  organization,  1694-1770,  baptismal 
register  for  the  same  period,  and  marriage  record,  172G-")().  Will 
be  glad  to  give  you  any  facts  it  contains. 

*  *  *  *  Have  you  seen  the  historical  discourse  >>l 
the  late  Rev.  J.  V.  N.  Schenck,  of  the  Pompton  Plains  Reformed 
Church?  It  is  an  interesting  contribution  to  the  early  history  of 
that  locality.  The  most  important  portions  of  it,  however,  were 
communicated  by  the  Rev.  G-arret  C.  Schanck,  of  Monmouth. 

Pardon  me  for  intruding  thus  much  on  your  time,  and  lei  me  close 
at  once,  assuring  you  that  I  am  ever 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.   Nelson. 

[In  a  subsequent  letter  dated  Sept.  5,  1872,  Mr.  Nelson  Bays  : 
"  I  have  recently  rescued  from   probable  loss   or  destruction    the 
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Town  Book  of  Saddle  River,  Bergen  County,  1739-1830,  containing 
full  minutes  of  town  meetings,  road  districts,  town  expenditures,  &c. 
It  is  in  my  possession  and  will  probably  remain  with  me."] 


FORT,   OR   BLOCK    HOUSE 


NORTH. 


SOUTH. 
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FROM  MR.  CHARLES  MEGILL 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Jam. \i;v  1 6th    1873. 
To  the  Members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  : 

Gentlemen: — Allow  me  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  vmi  a 
statement  respecting  the  discovery  in  August,  1872,  of  an  old 
English  Fort,  or  Block-House  on  land  now  belonging  to  Mr.  Bernard 
Consolly,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Ferry  and  Bloomsbnrv  (now 
Warren  street,)  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  This  place  al 
an  earlier  period  was  called  Nottingham  Township,  Burlington 
County. 

This  Fort,  or  Block-House  appears  to  have  been  built,  or  in 
existence,  at  least  forty-six  years  previous  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  was  built  in  an  octagon  form,  or  what  may  be 
termed  at  the  present  period  of  time  eight  square,  and  having  interior 
transverse  ways  of  walls. 

The  size  of  the  building  appears  to  have  been  about  sixty  feel  in 
diameter.  The  foundation  walls  were  composed  of  hard  gray  Btone 
and  laid  about  two  feet  thick  with  mortar,  and  running  six  feet  deep. 
The  walls  had  four  openings,  each  opening  about  three  feet  wide  ami 
facing  to  the  North,  South,  East  and  West.  On  the  outside  of  the 
walls,  facing  the  Delaware  river,  there  was  built  up  against  the  same 
a  brick  wall  about  one  foot  thick  and  four  feet  deep,  of  hard  burnt 
bricks — intended,  as  is  supposed,  as  somewhat  of  a  protection  to  that 
part  of  the  Fort  facing  the  river,  and  against  the  effects  of  cannon 
or  musketry. 

On  the  Northwest  corner  of  the  building  there  was  an  old  stone 
and  brick  chimney  about  six  feet  wide  and  six  feet  deep,  from  the 
surface  to  the  foundation  ;  and  in  one  corner  of  the  chimney  near 
the  said  foundation,  there  was  found  three  copper  coins  one  of  the 
the  pieces  was  quite  thick  and  perfectly  smooth  on  both  sides,  but 
nothing  legible  as  to  date.  The  other  two  pieces  were  what  are 
called  English  half- pennies  and  bore  the  inscription  of  George  the 
Second  of  England,  the  date  of  one  is  very  clear,  1730,  and  the 
other    1732.     One    of  the    said    coins    is  in  the  possession   of  Mr 
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Benjamin  Fish,  of  Trenton,  and  the  other  of  C.  Megill.  This  Fort, 
or  Block-House,  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  the  English 
Government ;  and  from  its  peculiar  nature  and  construction  is  worthy 
of  further  interest  and  investigation — as  there  is  no  history  concerning 
its  uses,  or  purposes,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  as  a 
protection  to  the  ferry  at  this  point :  or  as  a  defence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants against  the  destructiveness  and  hostilities  of  the  Indians. 

The  oldest  inhabitant  of  Trenton  now  living  cannot  give  the  least 
account  of  it.  Mr-  Benjamin  Fish,  who  is  now  in  his  85th  year,  and 
who  had  lived  for  nearly  fifty  years  near  the  locality  alluded  to, 
says  that  he  has  no  reccollection  of  such  a  building.  Also  Mrs. 
Catherine  Barnes  an  aged  lad)'-,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  now 
living  in  Trenton,  and  who  at  the  present  time  is  in  the  ninety-second 
year  of  her  age,  was  born  not  one  hundred  feet  from  the  place,  or 
Fort,  and  who  has  been  acquainted  with  the  locality  ever  since  her 
birth,  says  she  does  not  reccollect  any  such  place  in  her  earlier  days. 
As  this  small  sketch  may  be  of  much  interest  to  those  coming  after 
us,  I  leave  it  with  your  Society.  I  have  drawn  a  draft  of  the  Fort, 
or  Block-House  and  append  the  same  to  this  communication. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  Megill. 


TREASURERS    STATEMENT. 
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§imtims. 

ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  16,   1873. 

Fiom  Robert  Clark,  Publisher — Fifth  Reunion  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  held  at  Detroit,  1871. 

From  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society — The  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  Vol.  VI.,  Nos.  1.  2,  3  and  4.  July,  1871  to  April, 
1872. 

From  Rev.  J.  S.  Tuttle — Obituary.  In  memory  of  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Marshall,  of  Indianapolis. 

From  Gen.  Albert  J.  Myer,  Chief  Signal  Officer — Three  copies  of 
the  Tri-daily  Weather  Map,  and  three  copies  of  the  Tri-daily 
Bulletin.     Current  issue,  May  28,   1872. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Congressional  Globe,  Part  1st 
and  2d,  3d  Session  4 1st.  Congress,  1800-71,  and  Appendix  3  vols. 

Report  of  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  late  Insurrectionary  States. 

From  the  Publishers — The  American  and  Historical  Record  and 
Repertory  of  Notes  and  Queries.  Edited  by  B.  J.  Lossing. 
Vol.  I.,  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11. 

From  the  Newark  Board  of  Trade — Holbrook's  Newark  City  Direc- 
tory, 1871'72,  1  Vol. 

From    F.    W.    Ricord,  Mayor   of  Newark — The   Mayor's    Message 

together  with  the  Reports  of  the  City  Officers  of  Newark,  N.  J., 

for  the  year  1871. 
From  the  College  of  New  Jersey — Callender  of  the  College,  1871 -'7 2. 
From  Flavel  Sullivan — A    box    containing  a  collection    of  sundry 

copper  tokens,  89  in  number. 
From    Department   of  the   Interior — Documents    of  the    1st  and  2d 

Session  of  the  41st  Congress.     37  volumes. 

One   set   of  the   Documents   of  the   3d   Session    of  the   41st 

Congress,  28  volumes. 
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From  N.  N.  Halstead — Proceedings  of  the  National  Agricultural 
Convention,  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.,   1872. 

From  Wm.  S.  Stryker,  Adft.  Gen.  of  N.  /.-—Official  Register  of  the 
Officers  and  Men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  bv 
Wm.  S.  Stryker.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

From  the  Author — A  compendious  History  of  New  "England  from  the 
Revolution  of  the  17th  century  to  the  death  of  King  George  the 
First,  by  John  Gorham  Palfrey. 

From  Charles  Henry  Hart — A  vindication  of  the  four  laymen  who 
requested  the  three  Bishops  to  present  charges  against  Bishop 
Doane. 

From  TJwmas  G.  Bunnell — The  first  Sussex  Centennarv,  contain  ins 
the  Addresses  of  B.  B.  Edsall,  Esq.  and  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  with 
Notes,  Appendix,   &c. 

From  Col  R.  S.  Swords — The  Fourth  Annual  and  First  Statistical 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Newark,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  Dec,  1871. 

Map  of  Weequahick  Lake. 

Proceedings  of  the  First  Meeting  of  the  National  Board  of 
Trade  at  Philadelphia,  June,  1868. 

Catalogue  of  the  Governors,  Trustees  and  Officers,  and  of  the 
Alumni  and  other  graduates  of  Columbia  College  (originally 
King's  College,)  in  the  city  of  New  York,  from  1754  to  1870. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Columbia  College,  on  the  location  of  the  College.  Adopted  May 
17,  1872. 

Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  Columbia  College  made  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  June  3d,  1872. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  1871-'72. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  Executive  Council  of  the  National  Board 
of  Trade. 

Recommendation  for  a  Department  of  Commerce;  with  an 
account  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  great  Britain,  by  Hamilton  A. 
Hill,  Secretary  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  fire  in  Chicago,  1871,  with  roll  of  contributors. 

A  communication  to  show  the  dangers  of  a  "War  of  Commerce 
on  all  the  great  interests  of  our  country,  by  Peter  Cooper,  New 
York,  1871. 

From  John  E.  Rowe — Hand  Book  and  Guide  for  the  city  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  1872. 

From  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society — Register 
and  Antiquarian  Journal,  Vol.  XXVI.  Nos.  3,  4.  Vol.  XXVII. 
No.  1. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XI.  Parts 
II,  III,  IV. 

From  G.  P.  Burwell — Proceedings  of  the  Burwell  Family  Pic-nic, 
held  at  Burwell's  Farm,  Milford,  Conn.,  Aug.  18,  1870. 

From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletin  No.  22  for  July,  1872. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green — Prize  Essay  on  Ardent  Spirits  and  its 
substitutes  as  a  means  of  invigorating  health,  by  Reuben  D. 
Mussey,  M.  D.,  Washington,  1837. 

Third  Annual  Report  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mass.,  Jan., 
1872. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati,  1872. 

Addresses  at  the  Inauguration  of  Rev.  James  Walker,  D.  D., 
as  President  of  Harvard  College,  May  24,  1853. 

Addresses  at  the  Inauguration  of  Jared  Sparks,  L.  L.  D.,  as 
President  of  Harvard  College,  June  20,  1849. 

Rev.  Br.  Bethune's  Oration  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
Harvard  University,  19th  July,  1849. 

Daniel  Webster  as  a  jurist.  Address  to  the  students  in  the 
La,w  School  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  by  Joel  Parker,  L. 
L.  D.,  Royal  Professor,  Cambridge,  1853. 

The  Necrology  of  Harvard  University,  18 69 -'7 2. 

Cattle  transportation  in  the  United  States.  An  Essay  by 
George  P.  Angell,  President  of  Mass.  Soc.  for  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals.     Boston,  1872. 
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Reply  to  the  "Statements  of  the  Trustees"  of* the  Dudli-v 
Observatory  by  Benjamin  Apthorp  Gould,  Jr.      Albany,   1859. 

Discourse  occasioned  by  the  recent  duel  in  Washington. 
Delivered  by  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  March  4,  1838,  in  the  Chapel  of 
Harvard  University.     Cambridge,  1838. 

Address  and  Discourse  after  the  death  of  Rev.  W.  E.  Channing, 
D.  D.,  by  Ezra  S.  Gannett.     Boston,    1842. 

Report  on  the  Geology  of  Mass.      Part  I. 

Paul  Lunt's  Diary  from  May  to  Dec,  1775,  for  private  distribu- 
tion.    Published  in  Boston,  1872. 

A  journal  of  Travels  from  Newburyport  to  Cambridge  ami  in 
the  Camp.     Edited  by  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  D. 

Economical  Geology.     Amherst,  1832. 

A  case  of  extensive  disease  of  the  Clevical  Vertebra,  and 
Report  of  an  operation  for  Neuralgia,  by  Buckminster  Brown, 
M.  D.     Boston,  1853. 

First  and  Second  Report  of  Geology  of  Public  Lands,  Maine 
and  Mass.     Boston,  1837. 

Reports  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Zoological  Survey  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts.     Boston,  1838. 

Address  before  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  by 
Charles  Theo.  Russell.     Boston,  1852. 

The  Financial  Revulsions  of  1857. 

Mr.  Wailey's  Address  before  the  American  Statistical  Associa 
tion,  Feb.  10,  1858. 

The  new  doctrine  of  Clerical  Privilege.  An  Address  delivered 
in  Tremont  Hall,  on  the  26th  Jan.,  1852.,  by  J.  il.  Fairchild, 
Pastor  of  Payson  Church,  South  Boston.     Boston,  1852. 

Wealth  and  Beauty — A  Poem  read  before  the  Phi   Beta  Kappa 
Society  in  Cambridge,  July  19,  1855,  by  Henry  Hurlbnrt     ('am 
bridge,  1855. 
From  Wm.  Nelson,   Clerk  of  Chosen  Freeholders  of  Passaic — Manual 
of  the   Board  of  Chosen   Freeholders   of  the  County  of  Passaic, 
compiled  by  William  Nelson.      1872. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders,  Passak  <'<>.. 
for  year  ending  1871-'72,  and  an   Annual  Report  of  the  County 
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Collector,  1871 -'72,  and  a  number  of  newspaper  articles  relating 
to  the  local  history  of  Passaic  County. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  the  Semi-annual  Meeting  held  in  Boston,  April  23d,  1872. 
No.  58. 

From  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin — Report  and  Collections 
of  the  Society  for  the  years  1869,  '70,  '71,  '72.     Vol.  VI. 

From  the  State  of  New  York — 54th  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  State  Library. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  1872.  Containing 
Subject  Index  of  the  General  Library. 

From  Adolphus  P.  Young — The  Burning  of  Chambersburg,  Penn., 
by  Rev.  B.  S.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  an  eye  witness  and  a  sufferer. 
4th  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  a  plan  of  the  burnt  portions 
of  the  town.     Phil.  1865. 

From  James  G.  Swords — Relics  from  the  Chicago  fire. 

From  V.  A.  Loubat — The  American  Vinedresser's  Guide,  by 
Alphonse  Loubat.  A  new  and  revised  edition  in  French  and 
English. 

From  the  State  of  New  Jersey — The  Journal  and  Votes  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Cesarea  or  New 
Jersey,  in  their  First  Sessions  of  Assembly  begun  at  Perth 
Amboy  10th  Nov.,  1703. 

The  Journal  of  the  Procedure  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
the  Province  of  East  New  Jersey,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
Dec,  1682.  Published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  Jersey 
City,  1872. 

Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
1777. 

From  Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee — "  Christ  all  in  all."  A  sermon  preached 
at  the  Church  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  Sunda}r,  Sept.  1,  1872,  by 
0.  D.  Bradlee,  late  Pastor  of  the  "  Church  of  the  Redeemer." 

From  J.  Sabin  &  Son,  Publishers — American  Biliopolist,  a  Literary 
Register   and   Monthly    Catalogue   of  old   and   new  books,   and 
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Repository  of  Notes  and  Queries.  Vol.  IV.  Nos.  41-47  inclusive. 
From  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio  '■•  Ogical 
Survey  of  Ohio.  Report  of  Progress  in  1869-70.  In  three 
parts.  By  J.  S.  Newberry,  Chief  Geologist,  and  E.  B.  Andrews 
and  Edward  Orbon,  Assistant  Geologists.     2  Vols.  8  vo. 

Maps  (five)  of  Grouped  Sections,  Second  Geological  District 
1870. 

The  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools.  Arguments  in  the  case  of 
John  D.  Minor  and  others  vs.  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city 
of  Cincinnati  and  others,  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Cincinnati,  with 
the  opinions  and  decision  of  the  Court. 

Transactions  of  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of 
Ohio.     Part  II.     Vol.  X.     1839. 

Journal  of  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio. 
Columbus,  1838.     Reprinted  Cincinnati,  1872. 

A  Discourse  delivered  before  the  New  England  Society  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  Dec.  21,  1847,  by  J.  Prescott  Hall. 

Progress  in  the  Northwest.  Annual  Discourse  before  the 
Historical  Society  of  Ohio,  by  the  President,  "Wm.  D.  Gallagher, 
delivered  April  8,  1850,  on  the  occasion  of  the  commemoration 
of  the  62d  Anniversary  of  the  first  settlement  of  the  State. 

A  lecture  on  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  its  aims,  needs  and 
resources,  delivered  before  the  Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  May  9,  1872,  by  Alphonse  Taft. 

An  Oration  delivered  before  the  Cincinnati  Astronomical 
Society  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  Corner  Stone  of  an  Astro 
nomical  Observatory  on  the  10th  Nov.,  1843,  by  John  Quincy 
Adams. 

The  Annual  Address   delivered   before  the  Cincinnati  Astro 
nomical  Society,  June,  1845,  by  E.  D.  Mansfield,  Esq.,  together 
with  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Control,  and    ot   the  Director  of 
the  Observatory. 

Inaugural  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Cincinnati  <  Observatory, 
June  30th.,  1868,  with  Annual  Report  of  the  Director,  May.  13G9. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Cincinnati  Observatory, 
June,  1870. 
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An  Address  on  the  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Hon.  Edwin 
M.  Stanton,  by  Wm.  Johnson,  Jan.  7,  1870. 

Rev.  Mr.  Boynton's  Pilgrim  Oration,  Dec.  22,  1847,  before  New 
England  Society  of  Cincinnati. 

From  Charles  C.  L.  Gifford — Twenty -seven  Sermons  preached  by 
Rev.  Isaac  Browne,  at  Brook  Haven,  Conn.,  and  at  Newark  and 
Second  River  from  1736  to  1776,  and 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rutherfurd — One  manuscript  sermon  of  the 
same  Divine  endorsed  as  having  been  preached  seventeen  times 
between  1735  and  1769. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the 
Society  at  Philadelphia.     Vol.  XII.     No.  88,  January  and  June, 

1872. 

From  Rev.  Wm.  Stevens  Perry,  D.  D. — Journal  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Bishops,  Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  United  States  of  America,  assembled  in  General  Con- 
vention, City  of  Baltimore,  from  Oct.  4  to  Oct.  26  inclusive,  1871, 
with  an  Appendix. 

From  John  B.  Lee — A  fair  copie  of  ye  Ingen  arrived  from  London, 
and  now  in  ye  City  Hall  7  feet  wide  on  ye  board  and  9  feet  on 
worke  poole  73  feet  long  in  ye  whole,  manned  by  12  tug  men, 
11  bucket  men  and  1  pipe  man. 

From  Gen.  J.  Watts  DePeyster — La  Royale.     Parts  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

The  Grand  Hunt  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.     Part  8. 

The  last  twenty-four  hours  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Major    Gen.  Andrew    Atkinson    Humphreys    and   the    combined 

Second  and  Third  Corps  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  April  8th 

9th,   1865.     By  Anchor.     One   hundred  copies   only   printed  as 

Manuscript  for  private  circulation. 

Eulogy  of  Lannart  Torstenson,  Grand  Master  of  the  Swedish 

Artillery,  by  J.  Watts  DePeyster,  .4to. 
From  U.  S.  Quartermaster  General — A  Sketch  of  the  organization  of 

the  Quartermaster's  Department  from  1774  to  1868.     Washington, 

1869. 
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Roll  of  Honor.     Catalogue  of  Soldiers  who  died  in   defenso  of 
the  Union,  interred  in  the  National  Cemeteries.     No.  XXVII. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  July,  1872. 
No.  3.     Oct.,  1872.     No  4.     Vol.  X. 

From  Col.  D.  L.    Gardiner,  of  Northfielrl,  Staten    Island'—  Chronicles 
of  the  Town  of  East  Hampton,  county   of   Suffolk,   Now   York. 
Received  through  Mr.  Frederic  Thompson.     The  work  was  written 
by  Col.  Gardiner's  father,  Hon.  David  Gardiner  many  yean 
and  now  published  in  book  form  for  the  first  time. 

From  the  Librarian  of  Yale  College — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and 
Students  of  Yale  College  for  1872-'73,  with  %  statement  of  the 
course  of  Instruction  in  the  various  departments. 

From  the  Author — The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Basking  Ridge, 
N.  J.  A  Historical  Discourse  delivered  by  the  Pastor,  Rev. 
John  Rankin,  D.  D.,  Aug.  11,  1872. 

From  the  State  Treasurer — Documents  of  the  86th  Legislature  of  the 

State  of  New  Jersey,  1  Vol.     Laws  of-New  Jersey.     Acts  o(  the 

96th  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  1  Vol. 

New  Jersey  Equity  Reports.     Vol.  XX 11,  7th,  C.  E.  Green. 
Statutes  at  Large  of  United  States  passed  at  22d  Session   of 

42d  Congress  for  1871-'72,  and   Treaties  and  Postal  Conventions 

by  Geo.  P.  Sanger. 
From  Rev.  W.  D.  Doty — Kenyon  College.     Tenth   Anniversary  of 

the  Class  of  1862. 
From  Mr.   Wardell  P.  Garrison — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 

New  England  Society  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  Dec,  '72. 
From    Hon.    Daniel   Haines — A    copy    of    Elizabethtown     Hill     in 

Chancery. 

There  have  been  added  to  the   Library  since  the  meeting   in 

May,  1872,  100   Bound  Volumes  and  88  Pamphlets.     During  the 

year  or  since  the  last  Annual   meeting    165   vol  nines,  and    126 

Pamphlets.     This  computation  includes  serials. 
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Garret  S.  Boice,  Jersey  City. 

Aaron  Carter,  Jr.,  Newark. 

Jeremiah  A.  Cross,  M.  D.,  Newark. 

James  V.  Davenport,  Jersey  City. 

I.  N.  Dilts,  Somerville. 

R.  V.  W.  Fairchild,  M.  D.,  Parsippany. 

William  Frame,  Bloomfield. 

Frederick  H.  Harris,  Montclair. 

Edgar  Holden,  M.  D.,  Newark. 

G-eorge  L.  Hutchings,  Newark. 

Rev.  Samuel  Hutchings,  Newark. 

Frederick  Jacobsen,  Hackensack. 

William  C.  J.  Keen,  Newark. 

Jonathan  Keen,  Newark. 

Richard  Kingsland,  Franklin. 

A.  L.  Melick,  Jr.,  Elizabeth. 

William  Muirheid,  Jersey  City. 

William  E.  Pine,  Newark. 

David  Price,  Newark. 

J.  Woods  Poinier,  Jr.,  Newark. 

Wm.  A.  ilipley,  Newark. 

George  B.  Swain,  Newark. 

A.  B.  Twitchell,  Newark. 

James  Yereance,  Newark. 
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COMMUNICATED     BY     THE 

REV.  JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE,  D.D., 

And  Read  Sefore  the  Society,  May  fG,  1 '$? '2. 
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[The  Rev  Manassah  Cutler,  LL.  D.,  was  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  May  28th 
1742.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1765.  lie  then  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  removed  to  Edgarton,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.     Not  long  afterward  he  determined  to  Btudj 

theology,  and  was  ordained  September  11th,  1771,  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Hamilton — then  Ipswich  Hamlet — Mass.  Be  mrved 
as  Chaplain  in  the  American  Army  during  two  campaigns,  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  In  1786,  Dr.  Cutler  had  become  associated  with  a  company,  (sub- 
sequently known  as  the  Ohio  Company),  whose  leading  spirits  were  Revolution- 
ary officers,  for  the  purehase  of  land  north  of  the  Ohio.  In  June,  1787  he  went 
to  New  York  as  the  agent  of  the  Company  to  negotiate  with  the  American 
Congress  for  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract,  somewhere  in  the  new  country 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  With  consummate  tact,  he  accomplished  his 
mission,  and  made  a  contract  for  the  purehase  of  over  a  million  and  a  half  acres, 
at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre.  He  kept  a  journal  of  his  journey  and  his 
proceedings  at  New  York,  from  which  it  appears  that  his  plan  could  only  be 
carried  out  by  allowing  some  private  parties  to  make  an  immense  purchase  of 
"Western  lands,  under  the  cover  of  the  contract  of  the  Ohio  Company.  Tho 
bargain  included  five  millions  of  acres ;  one  and  a  half  millions  of  which  were 
for  the  Ohio  Company,  and  the  remainder  for  the  parties  operating  through  him. 
In  his  journal  under  date  of  Friday,  July  27th,  1787,  Dr.  Cutler  gives  this 
account  of  the  closing  of  his  mission  to  New  York  :  "  At  half-past  three  I  was 
informed  that  an  Ordinance  passed  Congress  on  the  terms  stated  in  our  letter, 
without  the  least  variation,  and  that  the  Board  of  Treasury  was  directed  to 
take  Order  and  close  the  contract.  This  was  agreeable  but  unexpected  intelli- 
gence. Sargent  and  I  went  directly  to  the  Board  who  had  received  the  Ordi- 
nance, but  were  then  rising.  They  urged  me  to  tarry  the  next  day  and  they 
would  put  by  all  other  business  to  complete  the  contract,  but  I  found  it  incon- 
venient and,  after  making  a  general  verbal  adjustment,  left  it  with  Sargent  to 
finish  what  was  to  be  done  at  present.  Dr.  Lee — a  brother  of  the  famous 
Virginia  orator —  congratulated  me  and  declared  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  adjust  the  terms  of  the  contract,  so  far  as  was  left  to  them,  as  much  in  our 
favor  as  possible.  I  proposed  three  months  for  collecting  the  first  half  million 
•of  dollars  and  for  executing  the  instruments  of  the  contract,  which  wa 
to.  By  this  Ordinance  we  obtained  the  grant  of  over  five  millions  of  aci  • 
land  amounting  to  three  and  a  half  million  of  dollars;  one  million  and  ■  half 
for  the  Ohio  Company  and  the  remainder  for  private  speculation  in  which  many 
of  the  principal  characters  in  America  are  concerned.  Without  connecting  this 
speculation,  similar  terms  and  advantages  could  not  hare  been  obtained  for  the 
Ohio  Company.  On  my  return  through  Broadway,  I  received  the  congratu- 
•latiqns  of  my  friends  in  Congress,  and  others  with  whom  I  happened  to  meet." 
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It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Dr.  Cutler  in  all  these  negotiations  was  in  con* 
stant  communication  with  Col.  "William  Duer,  of  the  Treasury  Board,  apd  closely.' 
related  to  some  of  our  New  Jersey  and  New  York  families.  He  married  Kitty, . 
the  second  daughter  of  Lord  Stirling.  Dr.  Cutler  speaks  of  Col.  Duer  in  terms, 
of  warm  admiration. 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  drop  this  part  of  Dr.  Cutler's  history  without  re- 
ferring to  two  facts,  as  I  fully  believe  them  to  be  such.  The  Ordinance  to  be- 
submitted  to  Congress  was  placed  in  Dr.  Cutler's  hands  for  his  examination, 
and  his  two  grand  suggestions  were  adopted.  The  first  was  the  exclusion  of 
Slavery  forever  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  the  second  was  the  devo- 
tion of  two  entire  townships  of  land  for  the  endowment  of  a  University,  and  sec- 
tion sixteen  in  every  township  of  land  and  fractional  township  in  that  vast 
purchase  for  the  purpose  of  Schools.  Those  two  ideas  adopted  by  all  the  new- 
States  made  the  Great  West  what  it  is. 

At  a  certain  stage  of  his  negotiations  with  Congress  in  1*789,  he  made  a  trip> 
to  Philadelphia.  Those  parts  of  his  Journal  which  pertain  to  New  Jersey  are- 
given  in  this  paper.  They  show  what  New  Jersey  then  was,  as  viewed  by  an, 
intelligent  stranger. 

The  following  winter  the  first  colony  under  Gen  Rufus  Putnam  made  its  way 
across  the  mountains,  and  on  the  7th  of  April,  1788,  landed  on  the  East  side  of 
the  Muskingum,  where  it  enters  the  Ohio.  In  July,  1788,  Dr.  Cutler  made  a  jour- 
ney in  his  sulky  and  on  horseback  to  the  Muskingum,  keeping  a  journal  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  daughter.  In  this  journey  he  crossed  New  Jersey  twice, 
and  both  the  records  concerning  that  State  and  the  narrative  of  his  journey 
are  of  great  interest.  The  editor  of  this  paper  is  sure  of  pardon  from  his  co- 
laborers  in  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  for  furnishing  these  copious 
extracts  from  his  two  unpublished  manuscript  journals. 

Dr.  Cutler  receiving  the  honorary  degree  of  L.L.  D.  from  Yale  College  in 
1789.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  learned  botanists  of  his  day  in 
this  country,  and  was  a  remarkable  man  in  other  respects.  In  1787,  in  a  pub- 
lished pamphlet,  Dr.  C.  predicted  that  many  then  living  would  see  the  Western 
rivers  navigated  with  steam,  and  that  within  fifty  years  the  North-western 
Territory  would  contain  more  inhabitants  than  all  New  England!  Dr.  Sprague 
has  a  very  interesting  article  on  Dr.  Cutler  in  his  Annals  of  American  Pulpit, 
[Yol.  II,  pp.  15—19.]  Dr.  C.  died,  July  23d,  1823,  aged  81,  in  the  52d  of  his 
ministry.  His  oldest  son,  Judge  Ephraim  Cutler,  of  Warren,  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  who  died,  July  8th,  1853,  was  a  remarkable  man  and  was  honored  in  the 
Ohio  Constitutional  Convention  as  the  successful  leader  of  the  opposition  to  an  at- 
tempt to  introduce  Slavery  into  that  State,  an  attempt  which  at  one  time  seemed 
sure  of  triumph.  Thus  the  name  of  Cutler  is  an  honored  one  in  the  history  of 
the  Great  West  and  North-west,  and  is  still  most  worthily  borne  by  William  P. 
Cutler,  the  son  of  Ephraim,  who  still  resides  on  the  goodly  acres  which  con- 
stituted his  patrimony.] 


The  Rev.  Manassah  Cutler,  L.L.  D.,  in  1787  negotiated  with  the 
Continental  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Muskingum  river  in  Ohio.  He  acted  as  the  agent  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  and  displayed  no  small  talent  in  his  business. 
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In  mid-winter,  1787-8,  the  first  colony  made  its  way  over  the  A  lie 
ghanies  to  the  Yohiogany  river,  whore  they  built   bouts   to  001 
themselves  and  provisions  to  the   mouth  of  the  Muskingum.     They 

landed  at  Marietta  on  the  7th  of  April,  1788. 

In  July  of  the  same  year,  Dr.  Cutler  made  a  journey  to  the  new 
settlement  and  the  journal  he  kept  has  been  recently  loaned  me  by 
his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Dawes  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  II.-  Btarted 
from  Ipswich,  Mass.,  passing  through  Boston  (where  ho  "received 
a  prodigious  number  of  letters  for  Muskingum"),  Hartford.  Litch- 
field, whose  wealth  and  elegance  he  describes,  and  Kishkill,  whore  he 
crossed  the  Hudson. 

His  first  night  in  New  Jersey  was  at  "  Walling's  Tavern,  kept  by 
one  Sears,  a  surly  old  fellow,  very  extravagant  (in  his  charges) 
and  an  empty  house."  "July  30,  set  out  just  after  the  sun  ros<  — 
went  on  to  Sussex  Court  House,  road  good,  fourteen  miles.  Break- 
fasted at  a  tavern  just  above  the  Court  House,  kept  by  Jonathan 
"Willis.  This  is  a  pretty  village  on  the  Eastern  side  and  Dear  tin- 
summit  of  a  high  hill,  land  good,  houses  indifferent.  Went  to  the 
Court  House;  was  pleased  with  the  form  of  it  inside;  the  building 
is  of  stone. 

"From  this  the  road  is  tolerably  good  to  Log  Jail,  ten  miles  ;  very 
few  houses  and  these  mostly  humble  huts.  At  Log  Jail  or  Log 
Town,  is  a  miserable  tavern  kept  by  Jones,  a  Jew.  We  could  get 
nothing  but  oats  and  water,  neither  hay  nor  grass.  Another  tavern 
here  but  no  better. 

"Six  miles  from  Log  Town  is  Hope,  commonly  called  Moravian 
Town.  This  is  a  small,  new,  but  very  pretty  village.  Houses  mostly 
stone,  built  in  Dutch  style.  The  Church  or  Chapel  is  a  very  hand- 
some building  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  We  put  up  at  Gamboult's, 
While  dinner  was  preparing  we  went  to  the  Church.  *  *  * 
One  end  is  improved  as  a  dwelling-house  for. the  minister  t<>  whom 
we  were  introduced;  the  other  for  the  governess  for  the  instruction 
of  the  Misses.  The  upper  story  is  a  large  Hall  with  apartments  at 
each  end;  here  divine  service  is  performed ;  a  very  pretty  Bel  of 
organs;  the  minister  played  us  several  tunes;  they  have  French 
horns  and  violins  ;  the  desk  is  low  and  nothing  more  than  a  seat  ;i 
little  raised  with  a  table  before  it.     He  showed  us  some  paintings  in 
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his  own  apartments ;  we  took  our  leave  of  him ;  he  was  very  polite 
and  gave  us  his  blessing.  The  granary  is  the  next  largest  building ; 
it  has  a  family  in  it  and  mills  for  grinding  and  bolting,  &c. ;  It  is 
built  of  stone,  three  stories  high.  The  road  from  Log  Jail  not  very 
good  ;  Gamboult  keeps  a  very  good  house  and  very  obliging.  From  this 
we  came  on  twelve  miles  to  White's,  in  Oxford  Toownship  ;  road 
not  bad,  but  some  parts  of  it  rocky ;  put  up  for  the  night ;  White 
is  very  obliging ;  good  tavern  for  this  country ;  beds  pretty  good. 
Fair,  cool. 

"  Thursday,  July  31.  Set  out  this  morning  just  after  sun-rise,  twelve 
miles  to  East  Town  ;  road  not  good.  Crossed  the  Delaware  in  a  good 
ferry-boat ;  not  wide.  The  Lehigh  river  enters  the  Delaware  just 
below  where  we  landed  on  the  Pennsj^lvania  side,  called  "  The  Forks." 
As  soon  as  we  were  over  the  river  we  entered  East  Town,  which  is  a 
very  pretty  village ;  houses  all  stone  in  the  Dutch  style ;  a  hand- 
some Court  House  and  Dutch  Churches ;  there  are  two  ministers ; 
every  third  Sunday  preaching  in  English.  We  breakfasted  at  Hembt's 
tavern  beyond  the  Court  House.  Could  get  no  hay  nor  grass,  but 
were  furnished  with  a  good  breakfast,  bacon  and  eggs,  beef  and 
sausages  in  slices  raw,  green  tea,  &c." 

Dr.  Cutler  describes  Bethlehem,  u  Allen's  Town"  and  Reading,  but 
I  can  only  select  here  and  there  an  extract ;  desiring  to  quote  all  he 
says  of  New  Jersey,  as  he  crossed  it  going  West  and  on  his  return 
through  Philadelphia. 

He  gives  a  description  of  " Harrisbourgh."  "This  is  a  beautiful 
town  ;  it  contains  about  one  hundred  houses,  all  built  in  less  than 
three  years ;  many  of  them  brick,  some  of  them  three  story,  built  in 
the  Philadelphia  style ;  all  appear  very  neat.  A  great  number  of 
taverns  with  handsome  signs.  Houses  all  two  story,  large  windows. 
About  one- half  the  people  are  English  ;  people  were  going  to  meet- 
ing ;  they  meet  in  private  houses ;  have  no  Churches  yet.  People 
appear  very  well  dressed,  some  gay.  About  a  mile  from  the  last 
stage  I  ferried  over  a  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  called  Sweet 
Avon'  Creek." 

Dr.  Cutler  mentions  a  remarkable  spring  he  visited  near  Allentown. 
He  says:   "we  crossed  a  river  called  Cedar  Creek,  which  rises  from 
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a  remarkable  spring  described  by  Gen.  Lincoln.  Tt  is  not,  far  from 
Aler's  tavern;  Aler  describes  it  much  as  the  General  has  done.  A 
large  mill  stands  within  two  hundred  feet  of  the  head  of  the  spring 
which  is  very  deep ;  large  holes  are  seen  at  the  bottom  of  it,  from 
which  the  water  runs  out,  some  of  them  as  large  as  a  man's  bo 
There  is  no  hill  of  any  consideration  near.  Aler's  is  a  very  good 
house  for  a  Dutchman.     Not  dear." 

The  Pennsylvania  of  that  day  as  compared  with  the  Pennsylvania 
of  to-day,  may  be  inferred  from  Dr.  Cutler's  description  of  his 
means  of  crossing  such  streams  as  the  Delaware,  the  Lehigh,  the 
Schuylkill,  the  Juniata,  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Monongahola.  Be 
did  not  find  a  bridge  over  any  large  river  from  Easton  to  Wheel 
and  describes  the  "rope  ferry"  with  which  he  crossed  the  Schuvl 
kill  as  a  specimen  of  some  of  the  ferries.  He  ferried  the  Srs<jii»' 
hanna  also,  which  he  says  is  often  so  shallow  as  to  be  forded.  From 
Harrisburgh  he  "went  to  Polluck's  Taven — a  fat  Irishman — gave 
us  a  grand  dinner — horses  fared  bad — intolerably  dear."  lie  speaks 
admiringly  of  Carlisle,  especially  of  the  Barracks  and  Court  House 
"which  far  exceed  anything  in  this  part  of  the  country."  Hero  ho 
found  a  "Mr.  Mould  on  his  way  to  Fort  Pitt  with  his  family,  and 
one  other,  a  coach  and  three  waggons."  He  describes  Shippens- 
burg  "a  new  but  large  town  in  one  street,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  houses,  some  tolerably  good  ones."  From  this  point  he  crossed 
the  mountains,  following  what  is  now  the  old  road,  passing  over 
three  great  mountains  now  named  "  The  Three  Brothers."  He  left 
Chambersburgh  far  to  the  south.  The  road  was  rough,  and  tlio 
Doctor  broke  his  sulky,  "the  day  was  very  wet,  night  came  on 
when  we  were  five  miles  from  the  tavern — had  a  shocking  time — 
arrived  at  Reefer's  tavern  at  ten.  This  is  a  Dutch  house,  the  land 
lord  obliging  but  dirty — bad  house  in  itself— turned  into  a  bof  log 
chamber  full  of  people,  bed  swarming  with  bugs  and  fleas,  kept 
awake  almost  all  night  by  a  craz}r  woman — slept  a  little  in  the 
morning,  &c." 

Before  the  Doctor  had  crossed  these  mountains  he  concluded  to 
abandon  his  sulky  and  take  to  the  saddle  for  the  rest  of  the  journey, 
the  road  being  rough  and  steep,  and  not  as  well  adapted  to  wheels 
as  to  riding  on  horseback. 
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He  crossed  the  Juniata  at  "Martin's."  "At  one  Clark's  we 
breakfasted  and  dined  in  same  meal,  a  tolerable  tavern  for  provisions 
for  man  and  horse,  but  wretchedly  dirty.  There  we  met  a  Packer 
with  ten  pack-horses,  loaded  principally  with  ginseng  in  barrels,  two 
barrels  on  a  pack-horse,  from  Fort  Pitt.  Met  a  great  number  of 
these  packers,  but  the  wagons  struck  us  with  astonishment." 

These  wagons  were  the  great  Conestoga  wagons  with  six  or  eight 
horses  attached,  on  which  in  those  days  and  for  fifty  years  afterwards 
so  large  a  part  of  the  merchandise  was  conveyed  from  the  eastern 
cities  to  the  Ohio.  "  The  great  number  of  packers,"  and  partic- 
ularly "the  packer  with  ten  pack-horses"  each  with  two  barrels 
slung  across  his  back,  constitutes  one  of  the  very  finest  points  of 
contrast  between  western  freighting  in  1788  and  1872, — the  pack- 
horse  and  the  freight  train  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railway !  Dr.  Cutler 
expected  great  changes,  but  if  he  were  here  now  he  would  be  more 
struck  with  astonishment  than  when  he  saw  the  Conestoga  wagons. 

Our  journalist  in  describing  Bedford,  the  shire-town  of  Bedford 
County,  states  a  fact  which  interests  Jerseymen  and  Buckeyes  also. 
He  says  "  Judge  Symmes — John  Cleves — had  taken  lodging  at  the 
best  tavern  (in  Bedford),  we  however,  made  shift  to  get  lodgings  in 
the  same  house — Mr.  Wert's,  a  Dutchman.  Judge  Symmes  was 
complaisant.  I  had  a  letter  to  him  from  his  brother  at  Sussex  Court 
House,  (N.  J.)  He  had  his  daughter  with  him,  a  very  pretty  young 
lady,  one  or  two  women  with  husbands,  six  heavy  wagons,  one  stage 
wagon,  and  a  chair — a  two-wheeled  covered  conveyance  for  two 
persons — thirty-one  horses,  three  carpenters,  and  one  mason — has 
been  out  three  weeks," 

August  7.  I  rose  early  this  morning — foggy,  so  that  we  could  see 
but  little  of  the  town — set  out  just  after' sunrise.  Judge  Symmes' 
wagons  were  nearly  ready  to  start  when  we  left  the  house,  &c." 

Well  might  these  two  remarkable  men  treat  each  other  "with  com- 
plaisance," as  they  met  in  Bedford  on  their  way  to  a  country  whose 
destiny  was  to  be  so  greatly  affected  by  their  plans  and  energy  * 


*John  Cleves  Symmes,  usually  called  Judge  Symmes — was  a  native  of  Long 
Island,  the  son  of  a  clergyman.  He  removed  to  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey, 
some  years  before  the  Revolution.     He  was  an  active  patriot,  was  commis- 
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From  Bedford  Dr.  Cutler  took  the  route  that  leads  to  tin-  ohm 
through  Washington.  He  "baited  his  horse  at  a  dirty  Dutch  cabin  " 
among  the  hills,  but  at  last  reached  SumreH'a  Perry,  where  the  first 

party  for  Marietta  had  spent  the  previous  winter  building  boatfl  for 
descending  the  river.  Tn  this  vicinity  his  son  Jervia  Cutler  wafl 
teaching  school,  having  accompanied  the  colony  to  Marietta  ami  then 
returned  to  this  place  to  teach. 

Dr.  Cutler's  record  of  August    10th,    Sunday,   is  worth   qu< 
The  Western  part  of  Pennsylvania  was  settled  by  Scotch- 1  rish  Prea 
byterians  and  among  them  the  Doctor  spent  this  Sunday.     He  Baya 
"Felt  my  fatigue  most  sensibly,  but  could   not  get  excuse. 1    from 
going  six  miles  to  meeting ;  excessive  bad  road.     Mr.  Fin  ley  is  the 
minister;  has  two  congregations,  eight  miles  distant;  meeting  house 


sionod  a  Colonel,  served  honorably,  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Cong] 
of  New  Jersey,  a  member  of  the  Council,  a  Lieutenant  Governor,  a  moinhor  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  for  twelve  years  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Chief  Justice  Symmes  presided  at  the  trial  of  Morgan,  the  Irishman  who  shot 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell  of  Elizabethtown,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1781.  and 
upon  his  conviction,  sentenced  him  to  be  hung. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  1787,  Judge  Symmes  applied  to  Congress  for  a  Large 
tract  of  land  by  purchase,  no  doubt  encouraged  by  Cutler's  successful  negotia- 
tion. It  is  asserted  by  the  author  of  "  Annals  of  the  West,"  p.  200.  that 
Symmes,  previous  to  his  offer,  had  visited  that  magnificent  region  known  to  this 
day  as  the  "  Miami  Country  "  having  been  induced  to  do  so  by  the  represen- 
tations of  Benjamin  Stites  of  Brownsville,  Pa.,  who  himself  had  explored 
that  very  region  in  1786.  On  the  2d  of  October,  1787  Symmes'  application 
was  referred  to  the  Treasury  Board  with  power  to  conclude  a  contract  with 
him.  In  November  he  issued  proposals  to  settle  for  the  sale  of  lands  on  favor- 
able terms.  He  supposed  he  had  contracted  for  more  than  a  million  ol  a 
but  on  actual  survey  the  tract  was  found  to  contain  about  six  hundred  tl 
and.  The  tract  is  between  the  two  Miamis,  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
Ohio.  In  it  is  Cincinnati.  The  contract  was  closed  October  18th,  1788,  hut 
the  patent  was  issued  for  a  little  less  than  250.000  acres  the  amount  paid  for. 

February  19th,  1788,  Judge  Symmes  was  appointed  by  Congress  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  North  Western  Territory.  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam  being  another. 
In  January,  1788,  Symmes  sold  to  Matthias  Denman,  of  Springfield,  NYw  Jer- 
sey, the  land  on  which  Cincinnati  was  after  v.-  irds  laid  out.  In  July  of  that 
year,  Denman  and  other  persons  interested  in  ;he  Miami  purchase,  started 
and  arrived  at  Maysville,  Kentucky,  in  August. 

It  is  evident  that  Judge  Burnet  in  his  "Notes;"  has  made  an  error  in  the 
date,  in  saying  that  the  first  party  under  Major  Stites  reached  Cincinnati  in 
November,  1788,  that  Denman's  party  did  not  reach  there  until  December,  and 
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in  the  woods;  no  house  near;  large  congregation  ;  three  hundred  or 
four  hundred  horses  (tied  in  the  adjoining  woods),  made  a  curious 
appearance;  congregation  appeared  well.  I  preached  in  the  after- 
noon;  we  had  half  an  hour  intermission." 

On  Monday  he  met  his  son,  but  advised  him  to  continue  his  school. 
He  passed  through  Washington  and  thence  to  Coxe's  Fort,  where 
one  Col.  Prather  resided.  At  this  place  "  we  had  our  first  sight  of 
this  beautiful  river,  the  Ohio."  It  was  about  eighteen  miles  above 
Wheeling. 

Here  the  Doctor  and  his  companions  put  out  their  horses  to  be 
kept  until  their  return  from  Marietta.  They  here  met  Gen.  Tupper, 
one  of  the  Marietta  Colonists.  They  were  to  finish  the  journey  by 
boat,  and  under  date  of  "Friday,  August  15,  we  have  this  record, 
which  seems  to  indicate  that  all  the  inventive  genius  is  not  restricted 


that  the  third  party  of  adventurers  under  Judge  Symmes  did  not  reach  the 
place  until  early  in  February,   1789. 

The  fact  is  that  on  the  6th  of  August,  1788,  Dr.  Cutler  met  Judge  Symmes 
and  his  party  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  on  their  way  to  the  Miamis.  He  had  started  in 
July,  only  a  few  days  after  Mr.  Denman.  When  he  reached  Maysville  I  am 
not  able  to  say,  but  suppose  it  was  in  the  fore  part  of  September,  since  it  is 
now  known  that  on  the  22d  of  September,  1788,  Denman.  Col.  Israel  Ludlow 
and  Judge  Symmes  were  all  at  the  place  where  Cincinnati  is  now  built.  For 
some  of  these  facts  I  am  indebted  to  two  small  pamphlets  from  the  pen  of  that 
indefatigable  and  intelligent  antiquarian,  Robert  Clarke,  one  of  the  great  pub- 
lishers of  Ohio;  the  first  is  "Captain  John  Cleves  Symmes,"  and  the  secoud, 
'•'  Information  Wanted  with  Reference  to  the  Early  Settlers  of  Losantiville, 
(now  Cincinnati.)" 

The  pretty  daughter  of  Judge  Symmes  whom  Dr.  Cutler  saw  at  Bedford, 
was  probably  Anna,  subsequently  the  wife  of  Gen.  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  after- 
ward President  of  the  United  States 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  also  that  Symmes  made  arrangements  for  the  en- 
dowment ol  a  Universitj''  with  lauds  provided  by  the  Government,  although  the 
donation  was  not  made  until  some  years  afterwards,  and  for  section  sixteen  in 
every  township  for  school  purposes. 

It  is  evident  that  "  the  best  tavern  in  Bedford  "  had  for  its  guests  on  the  6th 
of  A.ugust,  1788,  two  remarkable  men,  ever  to  be  associated  with  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  States  which  they  began  to  plant  when  they  sent  perma. 
nent  settlers  to  the  banks  of,  the  Muskingum,  the  Miami  and  the  Ohio. 

The  meeting  of  these  two  men  is  an  incident  so  interesting  that  I  am  un-. 
willing  to  omit  it. 
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to  onr  own  time.  Dr.  Cutler  writes:  "  This  morning  we  went  pretty 
early  to  the  boat.  Gen.  Tapper  had  mentioned  to  me  ;i  mode  of 
constructing  a  machine  to  work  in  the  bead  or  stern  of  a  boat,  instead 

of  oars.     It  appeared  to  me   highly  probable  it   might    race 1.      I 

therefore  proposed  that  we  should  make  tin?  experiment     A 
by  a  number   of  the  people   we   went  to   work    ami    constructed   a 
machine  in  form  of  a  screw,  with  short  blades,  and    placed    it    in  the 
stern  of  a  boat  which  we  turned  with  a  crank.     Tt  succeeded  to  ad- 
miration, and  I  think  it  a  very  useful  discovery." 

On  the  17th  of  August  the  party  started  for  Marietta.  The 
Doctor  speaks  of  the  Ohio  as  "a  most  delightful  stream — very  ro 
mantic  At  seven  miles  below  Buffalo,  passed  a  Post  on  the  Federal 
side,  commanded  by  Capt.  McMahon,  Virginia  militia,  a  nnraber  of 
huts,  men,  women  and  children.  At  Wheeling  he  lodged  with  Esq. 
Zain;  been  fortified;  a  pretty  settlement.  Opposite  to  his  house  ia 
a  very  rich  and  fine  island  of  three  hundred  acres.''  The  next  day 
Zain  showed  him  some  rice  he  had  cultivated,  "about  a  rod  square, 
in  six  drills ;  horses,  a  few  nights  before  got  in  and  cropped  it ;  as- 
sured me  it  would  have  yielded  two  bushels;  has  raised  ten  bushels 
from  four  rods  square;  it  is  grown  on  high  bank,  somewhat  sandy, 
second  bottom."  "He  has  raised  good  indigo;  says  we  may  culti- 
vate much  as  we  please.  He  raises  excellent  tobacco;  has  ;i  fine 
bottom,  well  cleaned.  Very  generous;  requested  me  to  call  again  ; 
fine  orchard;  large  number  of  peaches ;  offered  to  give  me  two  or 
three  hundred."  On  the  19th,  he  "saw  Round  Bottom,  tin'  land 
owned  by  Gen.  Washington  ;  very  extensive  and  good." 

The  Zane  family  had  been  settled  at  Wheeling,  eighteen  years 
when  Dr.  Cutler  visited  the  place;  the  three  brothers.  Bbenexer, 
Silas  and  Jonathan  having  come  there  in  1770.  They  had  a  WSter, 
Elizabeth,  who  on  the  occasion  of  the  siege  of  Port  Henry,  near 
Wheeling,  by  Simon  G-irty,  performed  a  very  daring  act.  She  went 
from  the  Fort  to  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Zane,  some  sixty  yards 
distant,  to  get  a  keg  of  powder  that  was  there  concealed  and  forgotten, 
when  they  fled  to  the  Fort  on  the  approach  of  <  Jirty's  lavages.  The 
whole  family  seem  to  have  been  bold,  sturdy  people.  I  suppose  tin' 
"  Esq  Zain"   of  Dr.    Cutler's  journal,    was    Kltene/.er,  the   oldest    "' 
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the  brothers,  and  a  prominent  man  in  his  day.  In  1796  Congress 
authorized  him  to  "  blaze  and  open  a  bridle  path  or  road"  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Maysville,  Ky.,  which  commission  be  fulfilled.  He  received 
as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  the  privilege  of  "  locating  military 
warrants  upon  three  sections  of  land,  not  to  exceed  one  mile  square 
each,"  the  first  being  where  the  new  road  crossed  the  Muskingum,  at 
Zanesville ;  the  second,  where  it  crossed  the  Hockhock,  where  Lan- 
caster now  is  ;  and  the  third  where  it  crossed  the  Scioto,  opposite  the 
present  city  of  Chillicothe.  His  brother  Jonathan,  and  his  son  in 
law,  John  Mclntire,  were  associated  with  him  in  tracing  the  road, 
and  he  gave  them  as  their  share  of  the  Congressional  grant,  the 
mile  square  at  the  Muskingum. 

These  Zanes  were  intimatel}r  acquainted  with  the  Western  coun- 
try, and  when  previous  to  the  purchase,  one  of  he  most  active  pro- 
moters of  the  Ohio  Company's  plan,  was  at  the  West,  on  an  ex- 
ploring tour,  he  met  one  of  the  Zanes,  who  strongly  advised  him 
not  to  select  the  Muskingum  Country,  but  to  go  farther  down  the 
Ohio  and  locate  either  on  the  Scioto,  or  the  Miami.  The  advice  was 
regarded  with  suspicion  by  the  tourist,  as  given  by  one  who  was  him- 
self interested  in  the  Muskingum  Country ;  but  had  that  advice  been 
taken  the  Ohio  Company's  history  would  have  been  greatly  modified 
by  their  securing  the  finest  body  of  land  in  place  of  the  poorest. 
The  minerals  of  the  Ohio  Company's  purchase  now  modify  this  esti- 
mate greatly. 

It  is  interesting  thus  to  find  Dr.  Cutler  meeting  another  remarka- 
ble man,  who  was  to  exert  so  great  an  influence  on  the  settlement 
of  the  country,  North  of  the  Ohio,  and  who  was  at  that  time,  a 
leading  pioneer  West  of  the  Alleghanies. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  "  we  landed  at  the  Point — Marietta — and 
were  very  politely  received  by  the  Hon.  Judges,  Gen.  Putnam  and 
our  friends.  Gen.  Putnam  invited  me  to  his  lodgings  which  is  a 
markee.  Drank  tea  with  Gen.  Parsons ;  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  miles  from  Ipswich." 

On  the  20th,  he  had  an  entertainment  given  him  by  the  officers  of 
Port  Harman  and  the  leading  men  of  the  Colony.  On  the  21st,  he 
''took  a  long  walk  over  the  city  lots,  and  through  the  corn  field, 
which  astonished  me  on  account  of  its  magnitude.     Should  be  as  soon 
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lost  in  it  as  in  a  Cedar  swamp  in  ;i  cloudy  day.  Went  on  the  high 
mound;   a  White  Oak  on  the  top  which    (Jen.    Putnam  judged  to 

one  hundred  feet  high.  *  *  *  * 

myself  much  injured  yesterday  and  to-day  by  representations  made 
hy  the  Rhode  Island  (?)  faction,  respecting  the  Scioto  Company 
purchase." 

I  am  not  able  to  explain  certainly  the  reference  in  this  passaj 
The  Scioto  Company  was  made  up  of  Col.  William  Duer  and  other 
gentlemen,  who  secured  the  purchase  of  them,  and  a  half  million  of 
land  so  situated  in  regard  to  the  Scioto  as  to  take  its  Dame  from  that 
river.  The  purchase  was  made  under  Dr.  Cutler's  contrad  al  two- 
thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre.  The  intention  of  these  speculations  was 
to  purchase  the  land  warrants  and  other  securities  of  the  Continental 
Congress  which  were  held  at  a  very  low  figure,  and  at  that  time 
could  scarcely  be  sold  for  any  price,  and  with  these  pay  for  lands 
which  they  fully  expected  would  soon  be  in  market  for  actual  settlers 
at  a  remunerative  advance.  The  plan  was  shrewd  and  might  have 
"led  on  to  fortune,  "  had  not  the  Holland  Dutch  perceived  that  the 
American  goverment  was  good  for  its  debts,  and  began  to  buy  up 
its  securities,  This  gave  value  to  the  very  obligations  which  the 
Scioto  Company  expected  to  get  for  little  a  nothing  and  pay  for  its 
magnificent  lands  in  Ohio.  It  is  averred  that  this  is  the  reason  tin- 
contract  was  not  fulfilled  by  the  Scioto  Company,  and  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  the  disappointment  led  to  some  harsh  remarks  in  regard  to 
men  who  were  prominent  in  the  original  transaction.  Among  these 
was  Dr.  Cutler,  who  was  interested  no  further  than  has  been  stated, 
that  he  consented  to  let  the  Scioto  Company's  purchase  be  made 
under  cover  of  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  whose  agent  he  was.  This 
probably  explains  the  statement  of  Dr.  Cutler  already  quoted. 

On  the  22d  of  August  he  crossed  the  Ohio  to  visit  "  Mr.  Williams, 
who  is  a  principal  man;  has  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  acres;   the 
other  people  are  his  tenants;   came  here  25th  of  March.  L787  ;    then- 
are  about  thirteen  families."     He  dined  with  a  number  of  hnl 
that  day. 

On  Sunday,  August  24h,  he  preached  at  tin4  Hall  in  Campus, 
Marti  us ;  very  full.  At  sundown  he  went  to  see  the  greal  tree, 
thirteen   feet  in   diameter;  hollow,   "  if  cut   off  two  feet   above   the 
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ground  sixty-four  men  could  stand  inside  the  stump  ;  measured  the 
circumference  as  near  the  ground  as  possible  so  as  to  take  in  all  the 
bilges,  and   made  it  forty-six  and  one-half  feet." 

August  25th,  Dr.  Cutler  records  the  first  death  in  Marietta,  '"a 
child  of  Major  Cushing's ;  its  name  Nabby,  thirteen  months  old." 
On  the  26th,  he  saw  "two  large  Kentucky  boats  with  a  number  of 
families  bound  to  Judge  Symmes'  settlement."  The  next,  27th,  Dr. 
Cutler  writes,  "  Judge  Symmes  and  his  Company  arrived  last  night. 
He,  with  his  daughter,  made  us  a  visit  to-day ;  a  very  well  accom- 
plished young  lady."  That  day  occurred  the  first  funeral  in  the 
Marietta  graveyard,  that  of  Nabby,  Major  Cushing's  child. 

On  the  28th,  he  was  "  visited  by  Madame  Zane,  a  squaw,  descend- 
ed from  a  Royal  family,  daughter  of  the  Half-King  of  the  Wyandots, 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Zane,  a  white  captive  adopted  by  Indians;  her 
family  was  with  her,  and  her  brother,  a  son  of  the  Half-King,  old 
Guyersutur,  a  Seneca  Chief  and  several  others.  Mrs.  Zane  and  her 
family  were  very  nicely  dressed.  It  was  said  she  had  on  three 
hundred  broaches,  and  that  her  whole  dress  cost  five  hundred  dollars  ; 
her  family  in  the  same,  very  neat.  We  have  had  Indians  to  dine 
with  us  about  everjr  day  since  I  have  been  on  the  Point,  principally 
Delawares,  Wyandots,  one  or  two  Shawanese,  Mingo,  Seneca,  or  Six 
Nation  No  other  natives  came  in ;  the  JUppawa  and  Ottawa  appear 
to  be  rather  inclined  for  war,  but  have  come  into  the  Council  at 
Sandusky  and  acceded  to  a  general  peace." 

Sunday,  August  31st,  Dr.  C.  preached — the  Governor  present* 
Tuesday,  Sept.  2d,  Court  of  Common  Peas  opened  wLh  very  con- 
siderable parade,  a  procession,  prayer;  "  the  Governor  and  Supreme 
Judges  present.7' 

On  the  9th,  Dr.  Cutler  took  passage  in  a  row  boat  with  Monsieur 
Vigo,  for  Wheeling.  On  the  way  up  the  Company  had  an  "  Indian 
scare,"  that  proved  to  be  only  some  white  hunters.  The  Doctor 
gives  several  pages  of  the  details.  Reached  Wheeling  Sunday, 
September  14th';  "dined  on  veal  roasted  in  a  pan  by  the  Sargeant's 
wife ;  very  good.  On  the  15th,  landed  at  "Coxe's  Fort,"  and  "  went 
to  Squire  Willis' ;  found  my  horse  in  good  plight ;  paid  the  Squire 
one  dollar  for  keeping  and  nine  shillings,  Pennsylvania  money,  for 
three  bushels  of  oats."     He  did  not  always  find  accommodations  to 
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his  liking;  at  one  place  "a  dirty  Dutch  tavern,"  at  another,  I 

"a  good  looking,  but  ill-natured  landlady,"  and  ai  another;   "the 

woman  sick;  baited  myself  and  horse;  bill   paid   bj   preacriptio 
At  another  place  he  found  "families  going  Westward."     His  bill  for 

breakfast  and  horse  feed  ranged  from  one  shilling  to  two.  When  it 
whs  more,  the  good  man  showed  displeasure  at  l>  the  dearness  of  the 
fare."  Seven  miles  from  Bedford  he  spent  the  night  ;it  ua  most 
wretched  and  dear  Dutch  tavern  ;  bill  four  shillings,  foor  pence, 
Proclamation  money."  He  avoided  Harris  burg  and  passed  thro 
Lancaster  which  is  "a  large  and  antient  town;  the  besl  built  inland 
town  in  America."  "It  has  one  hundred  and  eighty  taverns  and 
licensed  houses  of  all  descriptions." 

Dr.  C.  reached  Philadelphia,  September  28th.  The  contrast  of 
1788  with  1872  is  pleasantly  suggested  by  what  our  tourist  38 
"Went  on  to  Philadelphia ;  crossed  the  Schuylkill  at  the  Middle 
Bridge;  toll  ninepence ;  the  bridge  floats;  is  very  good  ;  the  Street 
from  the  bridge  leads  directly  to  Market  street.  Put  up  at  the 
Indian  Queen  in  Fourth  street,  a  little  South  of  the  head  of  Market" 

All  of  interest  there  is  in   the  notes  of  the  Doctor's  journey    to 
New  York  is  found  in  the  names  of  taverns  and  such  items.     Men 
day  night,  September  29th,  he  stayed  at  Paul's,  at   Frankfort  ;   bill 
three    shillings,  twopence.     Next   morning  breakfast,  two  shilli 
twopence;  toll  bridge  ninepence ;  ferry  over  the  Delaware  at  Tren 
town,  one  shilling,  sixpence;    lodged  at  Smith's,    in    Maidenhead; 
bill   five  shillings,  tenpence.     "October  1st,  passed  through  K  i 
town  and  Princetown.     Bill  and  ferry  at  Brunswick,  seven  shillings 
Passed  through  Woodbridge;  bill  at  Cross  Keys,  one  shilling,   nine- 
pence.     Went  on  to  Elizabethtown  and  lodged;  bill  at    Prentice's 
five  shillings,    sixpence.      October   2d,    breakfasted   in     Newark   at 
Redding's,   two   shillings,  ninepence;   first  ferry,    one  shilling.   >i\ 
pence;  the  second  ferry,  two  shillings;  ferry  from   Powles'  Hook  to 
Jersey    City,    four    shillings,    fourpence.      Put    my    horse   at     the 
Stage  House  in  the  street  leading   from  Oswego  market,  to    Powles' 
Hook  Ferry.     Delivered  letter  to  the  War   Office.     Called   on   CoL 
Piatt;  dined  with  him;  Duer,   Combs,   Col.    Wadswortfa    and    I 
Talmage  were  in  the  Company."     Friday,    October  3d,  very  busy; 
called  on  many  of  my  old  friends.     October    Ith  ;  conference  with 
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Duer  and  Piatt  at  the  Board  of  the  Treasury,  which  closed  our 
business." 

He  arrived  at  Ipswich,  the  point  of  departure,  on  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, having  been  absent  twelve  weeks  and  two  days.  According  to  his 
daily  reckoning  his  outward  journey  was  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one 
miles,  and  returning  by  Philadelphia,  he  must  have  gone  out  of  his  way. 
His  whole  journey  was  about  sixteen  hundred  miles.  He  was  nine- 
teen days  at  Marietta,  so  that  he  was  on  the  road  sixty-seven  days,  in- 
cluding Sundays;  on  which,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  he  travelled. 
He  usually  started  each  morning  by  daybreak  and  travelled  often  until 
quite  late,  and  yet  all  his  industry  only  gave  him  an  average  of 
twenty-four  miles  a  day.  One  can  now  leave  Boston  and  reach 
Marietta  in  less  than  thirty  hours.  In  less  than  three  days  one  may 
now  accomplish  the  round  trip  that  in  1788,  cost  Dr.  Cutler  more 
days  of  travel  than  are  now  required  of  hours. 

The  }^ear  before  his  trip  to  Ohio,  whilst  his  negotiations  with  Con- 
gress in  1  787  were  still  pending,  Dr.  Cutler  took  the  opportunity  to 
visit  Philadelphia.  That  part  of  his  journal  which  pertains  to  his 
journey  through  New  Jersey  is  quite  full  and  interesting  to  Jerseymen. 

"Wednesday,  July  11th,  (1787.) 

"  Set  out  early  for  Philadelphia.  Paulus'  Hook  was  very  strongly 
fortified  in  the  time  of  the  late  War  by  the  Americans.  It  was  a  point 
of  land  surrounded  with  marsh,  and  of  very  small  extent.  The 
fortifications  in  some  parts  remain  entire.  Two  miles  from  the  Hook 
is  Bergentown,  a  very  compact  village  of  considerable  extent.  It 
is  inhabited  entirely  by  the  Dutch.  There  is  a  large  Dutch  Church 
built  with  stone,  and  a  handsome  steeple.  The  houses  are  mostly 
built  with  stone  in  the  Dutch  style  which  gives  then  a  very  odd  ap- 
pearance to  a  New  England  man.  They  are  large  on  the  ground, 
one  and  a  half  stories  high,  sharp  pitched  roof,  no  regularity  in  doors 
and  windows,  which  appear  like  dead  lights,  are  generally  shut  up 
very  close  with  a  window  shutter  on  the  outside,  so  that  very  little 
glass  is  to  be  seen  as  you  pass  through  the  street.  Every  house 
has  a  piazza  in  front,  and  some  of  them  are  extended  round  the 
whole  house.  The  town  is  said  to  be  remarkable  for  its  wealth. 
The  people  are  mosthr  farmers ;  the  women  work  in  the  fields  and 
generally  drive  the  wagons  which  are  drawn  by  two  or  three  horses 
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abreast.  It  is  well  situated  for  supplying  the  markets  in  New  York. 
which  the  Dutch  people  know  how  to  improve  to  thebesl  advantage. 
Their  own  food   and   clothing   cost  them    bul  ;i  trifle,  and  nil  the 

money  they  can  get  they  lock  up  in  their  coffers;  bo  thai  ;i  Dutch 
man  here  is  called  a  poor  man  and  a  bad  husband,  that  has  nol  more 
than  five  hundred  guineas  in  his  chest  at  a  time 

"  After  leaving  Bergen-town,  1  entered  a  very  extensive  marsh 

which  goes  far  into  the  country.  It  is  four  mile,  across  il  ami  the 
road  is  a  narrow  causeway,  sufficient  only  far  one  carriage  to  pass 
except  at  the  ferry-ways.  No  carriage  sols  out  from  the  shore  or 
from  either  of  the  ferry-ways,  il'  they  see  that  one  is  coming  toward 
them  or  has  entered  the  causeway,  for  they  cannot  pass  by  each 
other.  It  is  extraordinary,  that  on  so  great  a  road,  so  little  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  public  ways  as  in  this  place.  In  crossing  this  ex- 
tensive marsh,  besides  several  bridges,  there  are  two  ferries.  The 
first  is  over  Hackensack  river  at  Smith's  Perry,  a-  half  a  mile  across  : 
fare,  one  shilling,  sixpence;  the  next  is  at  Second  River,  aboul  halt 
the  width,  fare,  one  shilling,  threepence.  These  boats  are  verj  con* 
venient  for  the  stages  as  well  as  the  smaller  carriages  drive  in  and 
out  with  the  passengers  in  them. 

"Made  my  first  stage  to  Newark,  nine  miles  from  New  iTork  at 
Pitt's  tavern,  a  tolerable  house ;  breakfasted;  bill,  two  shilling-,  six" 
pence;  horseshoeing,  three  shillings.  Newark  is  a  small  village  situ- 
ated on  a  plain ;  it  has  no  considerable  buildings;  there;  is  a  small 
Church,  a  Presbyterian  Meeting-House  and  a  Dutch  Church. 

" Made  a  short  stop  at  Elizabethtown,  six  miles  (Vein  Newark,  at 
Prince's  tavern,  to  get  my  harness  mended  ;  bill,  one  shilling  four- 
pence.  This  is  a  very  pretty  village,  several  handsome  houses,  one 
Meeting-House  and  another  new  building.  A  small  river  empties 
into  the  sea  at  this  town  and  passes  through  it,  over  which  is  an 
elegant  stone  bridge. 

"Dined  at  '  Cross-Keys,'  Lott's  tavern,  in  Woodbridge.  This 
tavern  is  kept  in  elegant  style.  The  hostler  is  at  the  door  ready  to 
take  your  horse,  which  he  immediately  takes  from  the  carriage,  rubs 
him  down,  then  washes  him  with  a,  swab  and  wipes  him  i\v\\  which 
is  done  in  a  few  minutes,  and  I  am  satisfied  is  of  as  much  service  t" 
him  as  his  provender,  especially  at  this  hot  dusty  season,  lor  ho  has 
been  treated  the  same  way  at  every  tavern  since  1  left  New  N>  ork, 
12 
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and  it  is  evidently  increasing  his  spirits.  The  land  from  Bergentown 
to  this  stage  is  level.  The  road  is  excellent,  the  soil  good.  The 
face  of  the  country  has  the  appearace  of  wealth,  but  I  suspect  the 
farmers  are  rather  lazy.  The  houses  from  Flizabethtown  are  rather 
scattered  (which  is  ten  miles).  They  are  well  built  and  in  good 
-  repair.  I  passed  through  Spanktown  [now  Rahway],  but  the  Meet- 
ing-House  and  the  thickest  of  the  buildings  were  at  some  distance. 
It  is  a  small  village  of  no  consideration.     Bill,  four  shillings. 

"  Myr  next  stage  was  New  Brunswick,  ten  miles.  On  my  way 
passed  through  Bonhamtown.  The  houses  are  scattered ;  farms  good 
and  roads  fine ;  orchards  and  every  species  of  fruit  trees  abound  in 
that  part  of  New  Jersey. 

"New  Brunswick  is  a  large  town,  well  built,  and  situated  on  the 
West  bank  of  the  Raritan  river,  over  which  is  a  ferry  of  about  half 
a  mile,  and  the  passengers  are  landed  at  the  foot  of  Main  street- 
Many  of  the  buildings  are  brick  and  stone,  but  the  attention  of  the 
traveller  is  principally  engaged  b}^  a  very  long  brick  building  just 
above  the  town,  two  stories  high  and  in  a  most  delightful  situation. 
It  was  built  by  the  Americans  for  barracks  and  afterward  improved 
as  a  hospital.  But  so  elegant  is  this  building  that  I  conceived  it 
must  have  been  designed  for  an  academy  or  a  college,  until  I  was 
otherwise  informed.  There  seems  to  be  considerable  trade  carried 
on  in  this  town,  though  the  shipping  consists  of  very  small  craft, 
and  even  that  was  inconsiderable.  The  Raritan  is  a  beautiful  river, 
but  the  water  is  very  shallow.  The  feny-man  told  me  that  in  dry 
seasons  it  had  been  forded  where  the  boat  passed.  Ferriage,  one 
shilling,  sixpence.  Made  a  short  stage  at  the  Lion,  where  my  horse 
was  treated  as  before.     Bill,  one  shilling,  onepenny. 

"  From  this  stage  I  travelled  to  Princetown,  seventeen  miles, 
where  I  arrived  at  ten  in  the  evening.  As  the  day  had  been  hot  I 
found  myself  sufficiently  fatigued,  though  the  road  had  been  excellent 
and  the  country  delightful.  Lodged  at  the  Sign  of  the  College, 
Buckman's  tavern,  fifty-two  miles  from  New  York  and  three  hundred 
and  fifty  from  home. 

"The  land  about  New  Brunswick  is  not  very  good,  the  soil  is  a 
reddish  earth,  but  just  under  it  is  a  stratum  of  crumbly  stone.  The 
road  in  several  places  was  gullied  several  feet  deep  in  this  stone,  bu: 
still  level  and  hard.     The  crops  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats  and  flax, 
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which  I  observed  in  the  course  of  this  day's  travel,  were  very,  fine. 
The  general  face  of  the  country  was  rather  flat,  though  now  and  then 
I  ascended  eminences  which  afforded  an  extensive  prospect  The 
wheat  was  in  many  places  reaped,  in  some  shocked  in  the  field,  and 
the  whole  appeared  to  be  ripe;  but  I  saw  very  few  people  at  labor 
in  the  fields." 

"  Tin  B8DAT,  July    1 2th. 
"I  rose  very  early  this  morning  and  took  a  view  of  Princetown. 

It  is  a  small  town,  or  rather  has  but  a  small  number  of  houses  in  tin- 
most  compact  part.  It  is  most  delightfully  situated  on  the  summit 
of  a  very  broad  hill,  which  descends  every  way  with  a  long,  i 
slope,  and  commands  a  most  extensive  prospect  in  every  direction. 
Few  of  the  buildings  are  large;  some  of  them  very  elegant  The 
people  are  principally  farmers,  and  the  soil  rich  and  strong.  The 
College,  Nassau  Hall,  is  spacious,  built  with  stone,  and  stands  on  the 
highest  ground  in  the  town.  It  fronts  to  the  north  and  towards  the 
street,  and  has  before  it  a  very  large  yard  walled  in  with  stone  and 
lime.  The  ground  descends  considerably  from  the  College  to  the 
street,  which  gives  it  a  lofty  appearance.  At  half- past  five  (A.  M.) 
I  ventured  to  call  on  Col.  Morgan,  to  whom  I  had  letters,  though  I 
was  in  doubt  whether  I  should  find  him  up.  He  was,  however,  in  his 
parlor  engaged  with  his  books,  and  received  me  very  politely.  Me 
is  a  farmer  in  the  strictest  sense,  and  I  believe  the  first  in  America 
in  the  knowledge  of  agriculture;  and  besides  is  a  literary  character. 
His  house  stands  a  little  back  from  the  College,  and  in  a  situation 
which  commands  a  complete  view  of  his  whole  farm,  consisting  of 
about  two  hundred  acres.  There  I  saw  verified  what  I  had  eft  en 
before  heard  observed,  that  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  might  be 
easily  distinguished  from  his  neighbors,  by  its  high  cultivation.  Be 
gave  me  a  general  history  of  his  improvements  and  of  the  experi- 
ments he  was  making.  His  barn  and  yard  is  truly  a  curiosity.  1 1  is 
garden  consists  of  three  acres  and  is  principally  employed  in  making 
experiments  which  appeared  to  be  well  judged  and  critically  attended 
to.  Here  I  saw  the  Hessian  fly,  as  it  is  called,  which  lias  done 
immense  injury  to  wheat.  Our  country  is  much  obliged  to  this 
gentleman  for  the  discoveries  he  has  made  and  the  information  ho 
has  given  respecting  this  insect,  in  consequeuce  of  his  experiments. 
It  has  enabled  the  farmer  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  get   rid  of 
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an  insect  that  had  wholly  cut  off  the  crops  of  grain  for  several  years 
successively.  In  his  garden  he  had  Indian  corn  growing  in  long 
rows,  from  different  kinds  of  seed  collected  from  the  different  latitudes 
on  this  continent,  so  far  north  as  the  Northern  part  of  Canada,  and 
South  as  far  as  the  West  Indies.  His  apiary  struck  me  with  aston 
ishment;  on  the  Southern  side  of  his  garden  he  had  sixty-four 
swarms  of  bees  in  line,  which  I  judged  extended  more  than  fifteen 
rods  ;  he  takes  the  honey  when  he  pleases  without  destroying  the 
bees.  I  much  regretted  the  want  of  time,  but  being  determined  to 
reach  Philadelphia,  was  obliged  to  take  my  leave  before  my  curiosity 
was  one-half  gratified.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  I  could 
prevail  on  him  to  excuse  me  from  tarrying  longer,  particularly  as  a 
son  of  his  who  was  then  from  home,  but  every  moment  expected, 
had  began  the  study  of  Botany,  and  he  intended  to  make  him  master 
of  the  science.*  He  was  very  anxious  I  should  converse  with  him 
and  give  him  particular  directions  for  pursuing  the  study.  Nothing 
would  avail  but  a  promise  to  call  on  him  on  my  return,  and  a  consent 
to  take  his  son  under  my  instruction,  if  he  could  find  no  person 
sufficiently  versed  in  the  science  near  him.f 


*  Dr.  Cutler  was  one  of  the  most  learned  Botanists  in  America  at  that  time. 
—J  F.  T. 

f  About  three  years  ago  I  met  the  widow  of  the  late  Dudley  "Woodbridge, 
Esq.,  of  Marietta,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  G.  Morgan,  and  was  born  in 
Princeton.  She  says  that  her  father  had  a  large  number  of  Cherry  trees  planted 
on  the  line  between  the  College  grounds  and  his  farm  for  the  benefit  of  the 
students  with  whom  ho  was  a  favorite.  The  mutineers  in  1781,  on  tneir  way 
from  Morristown  to  Philadelphia,  came  to  her  father's  house  and  he  dealt  so 
kindly  witli  them  as  to  do  not  a  little  toward  making  an  adjustment  of  their 
difficulties.  Col.  Morgan,  a  few  years  afterwards,  removed  to  the  Western  part 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  prominent  man  there.  He  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  Woodbridge,  above  referred  to. 

Parton  says:  Col.  Morgan  resided  near  Canonsburgh,  Ohio,  but  evidently 
means  Canonsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  resident  of  Washington 
County,  in  that  State  when  Burr  sought  to  entice  him  and  his  to  join  the  con- 
spiracy. 

In  a  letter  to  Col.  Morgan,  dated  "Washington,  March  26th,  1807,"  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  says  in  regard  to  the  Burr  Conspiracy:  "Yours  was  the  very 
first  intimation  I  had  of  this  plot,  for  which  it  is  but  justice  to  say  you  have 
deserved  well  of  your  country."  (Jefferson's  Works,  v.  57.)  His  sons  were 
active  in  arresting  the  Conspiracy,  which  drew  so  many  of  the  people  in  the 
Ohio  Valley  into  so  dangerous  an  attitude  toward  the  government* 
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"  I  then  called  on  Dr.  Smith  Vice-President  of  the  college,  to  whom 
I  also  had  letters.  He  is  a  young  gentleman.  Uvea  in  an  elegant 
style,  and  is  the  first  literary  character  in  this  State.      Be   waited 

on  me  to  college,  introduced  me  to  all  the  tutors  and  showed  me  tin- 
apartments  of  the  college.  The  building  is  of  three  stories,  has 
three  cross  entries  and  a  long  one  in  the  first  story.  The  chambers 
open  into  these  entries  and  render  the  communication  more  oonven 

ient.  The  library  is  small ;  many  of  the  books  wore  taken  oul  by 
the  British  troops,  while  they  were  not  so  complaisant  se  to  return 
them.  The  cabinet  and  philosophical  apparatus  are  vei-y  indifferent. 
The  only  article  worthy  of  notice  was  the  orrery  made  by  Mr.  Kit- 
tenhouse.  This  is  an  elegant  machine  and  much  exceeds  any  that 
have  been  made  in  Europe.  I  was,  however,  much  disappointed  to 
find  that  part  of  it  had  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  be  repaired, 
which  consisted  of  the  whole  of  the  terrestial  and  lunar  motions, 
and  the  most  curious  part  of  the  machine.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  Hall  and  the  stage  erected  for  the  exhibition.  It  is  well  forme.! 
for  plays  which  are  permitted  here,  and  dialogue  speaking  principally 
cultivated.  The  Hall  is  ornamented  with  several  paintings,  particu- 
larly the  famous  battle  in  this  town,  the  next  morning  after  the  capture 
of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton.*  It  is  more  than  six  feet  square,&c."  Then 
follows  a  description  of  the  painting  and  then  Dr.  C.  writes:  u  After 
viewing  this  scene  on  canvass,  we  ascended  to  the  cupola  of  the 
college  and  took  a  view  of  the  ground  itself  on  which  the  battle  was 
fought,  the  manner  of  the  attack,  and  the  several  directions  in  which 
the  British  fled.  It  was  no  small  gratification  to  take  so  extensive 
a  view  as  this  situation  afforded  of  the  place  where  so  important  an 
event  in  the  history  of  the  American  Revolution  was  exhibited. 
Here  again,  I  felt  myself  straightened  for  time  and  was  ol»i; 
take  my  leave  of  Dr.  Smith  who  had  shown  me  the  mosl  polite  at 
tention,  rather  abruptly,  but  I  promised  to  call  on  him  on  my  return. 
When  I  returned  to  the  tavern  L  found  a  gentleman  going  to 
Philadelphia  in  a  sulky.      Bill,  six  shillings  sixpence. 

"  In  about  five  miles  we  passed  through  a  town  called  Maiden 
head,  but  of  no  consideration,  unless   it  be  on   account  of  its  name 


*A  slight  mistake  by  Dr.  Cutler:   the  Hessians  wt>n>  captured  00  the  mom* 

ingof  Dec.  26,  1777.     J.  F.  T. 


94  NEW  JERSEY,   PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OHIO. 

for  the  houses  were  as  scattered  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
We  made  our  first  stage  to  Trenton,  thirteen  miles,  at  Vandegrift's 
tavern  at  the  ferry.  This  town  is  spread  over  a  considerable  space 
of  ground.  There  are  parallel  streets  that  pass  through  the  body  of 
the  town  and  are  connected  by  cross  streets  at  right  angles.  There 
are  no  considerable  buildings.  The  town  is  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  Delaware  river  and  is  situated  on  a  river  that  comes  in  from  the 
Northeast  and  unites  with  the  Delaware  at  this  place.  There  is 
only  one  small  meeting  house  and  one  church  in  this  towm.  I  there- 
fore conclude  that  the  people  are  not  much  disposed  to  attend  pub- 
lic worship,  for  the  two  houses  I  presume  are  not  sufficient  to  hold 
one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  Over  the  river  in  the  compact  part  of 
of  the  town  is  a  spacious  stone  bridge,  supported  by  arches  built 
with  stone  and  lime  with  a  high  wall  on  each  side  handsomely  laid. 
At  the  foot  of  the  bridge  are  mills  for  grinding  and  bolting  wheat. 
These  mills  are  contained  in  a  very  large  stone  building  three  stories 
high  and  are  remarkable  for  the  prodigious  quantity  and  excellent 
quality  of  the  flour  which  is  ground  in  them  every  twenty-four  hours. 
*  *  *  *  The  houses  in  this,  and  indeed  in  all  the  towns 
in  New  Jersey,  are  built  in  a  style  very  different  irom  that  of  New 
England.  But  I  think  it  far  less  elegant  and  by  no  means  has  so 
good  an  effect  on  the  eye.  The  want  of  large  meeting  houses  and 
towering  steeples  is  a  great  defect,  and  diminishes  that  air  of  grand- 
eur which  adorns  almost  every  village  in  New  England.  Neither 
are  the  houses  so  spacious  or  so  well  built.  But  this  town  stands 
higher  on  the  list  of  fame  and  will  be  remembered  by  future  ages 
on  account  of  the  memorable  victory,  and  indeed  the  first  complete 
victory  obtained  by  the  ilftistrious  Washington  over  the  British 
army." 

The  remainder  of  Dr.  C's  diary  of  this  journey  to  Philadelphia  is 
extremely  interesting,  but  I  pass  over  it  to  give  the  concluding  par- 
agraphs of  his  journal  on  the  return  journey  which  was  by  the  way 
of  Morristown.  The  Uriah  Cutler  mentioned  in  the  journal  is  the  an- 
cestor of  Senator  Augustus  Cutler  of  Morris  County. 

"  About  two  miles  northeast  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  I  made  a  visit 
to  an  uncle  Uriah  Cutler,  the  only  brother  of  my  father.  I  had 
never  seen  him,  nor  had  he  seen  my  father  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
The  old  gentleman  was  overjoyed  when  I  told  him  who  I  was,  and 

\ 
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gave  me  a  most  hearty  welcome.     I  was  much  pleased  with  ati 
uation  and  circumstances.     He  has  a   very  pretty  (arm  and  deo 

house.  His  land  is  excellent ;  large  orchards  of  apple  trees,  peach 
and  every  kind  of  fruit  which  is  propagated  in  thifl  part  of  the  COUH 
try.  He  lives  as  well  as  a  fanner  can  wish  and  with  very  little 
labor.  Here  I  found  a  large  pair  of  oxen  which  he  assured  me  were 
the  only  pair  in  town.  He  has  also  a  very  pretty  dairy  of  cows, 
having  retained  the  idea  of  propagating  neat  cattle,  which  he  brought 
from  New  England.  But  he  had  partly  gone  into  the  style  of  Jereej 
farmers  for  he  has  five  fine  horses.  Although  some  of  his  neighbors 
seemed,  he  said,  to  be  convinced  of  the  utility  of  neat  cattle,  vet.  la- 
could  not  in  any  considerable  degree  prevail  on  them  to  leave  their 
Id  habits.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  Jersey  people  raised 
more  fine  cattle  than  they  used  to  do.  My  uncle  is  the  younger  <>r 
the  family  and  is  sixty-four  years  of  age  but  is  uncommonly  spright- 
ly and  active  for  that  period  of  life.  Like  my  father,  he  has  but  one 
son,  whose  name  is  Jesse,  which  has  been  much  of  a  family  name  in 
the  lateral  branches.  He  lives  in  one  part  of  the  house  and  lias 
married  a  wife  who  bids  fair  to  be  a  fruitful  vine,  for  she  has  had 
three  children  in  five  years.  This  son  is  the  only  surviving  child  of 
eight.  He  has  had  three  other  sons.  Abiather,  David,  and  Jona 
than  :  One  of  these  has  left  a  widow  and  two  children.  My  ancle 
lives  with  a  second  wife,  to  whom  he  has  been  married  fifteen  yean 
but  has  had  no  children.  He  seems  to  be  very  happy  in  the  cud 
nection  his  son  has  formed,  which  he  often  mentions  with  peculiar 
satisfaction.  His  son's  wife  appears  to  be  a  very  agreeable  woman, 
and  was  descended  from  a  good  family.  We  spent  the  afternoon  in 
viewing  his  farm,  barn,  orchard,  etc.  I  was  particularly  please. 1  t.. 
find  that  as  a  farmer  he  was  very  neat.  His  lands  were  in  line 
order,  well  fenced,  and  his  lots  judiciously  disposed.  Bis  crop  of 
wheat  has  been  unusually  large  and  he  was  now  sowing  his  back- 
wheat  which  he  said  was  a  profitable  grain  and  insisted  on  my  tak- 
ing some  seed  and  making  the  experiment  in  Massachusetts.  \-  I 
was  determined  to  go  on  my  journey  the  next  morning,  which  at 
first  my  uncle  absolutely  forbade,  he  insisted  that  we  should  make  ;i 
long  evening  of  it,  and  we  did  not  retire  until  after  one. 

July,  17th. 
"This  morning  when  I  proposed  setting  out  1   found  my  ancle's 
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passions  much  agitated,  and  it  was  with  pain  I  assured  him  I  must 
go.  After  breakfast  I  took  my  leave  of  the  family  with  the  promise 
that  if  I  ever  came  in  that  part  of  the  country  again  I  would  call, 
and  if  possible,  spend  more  time.  My  uncle  is  situated  on  high  land. 
His  farm  is  situated  on  the  southern  declivity  of  a  long  hill  with  an 
extensive  prospect  south.  But  I  had  not  traveled  many  miles  be- 
fore the  land  became  broken,  hilly  and  poor.  Soon  after  I  came  to 
Newark  mountain.  When  I  came  to  Bergentown  I  was  determined 
to  make  Mons.  Mechard  a  visit,  to' whom  I  had  letters.  He  is  the 
French  Botanist  sent  to  America  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Botanical  garden  where  he  collects  trees  and  plants  of  every  species 
and  gives  in  exchange  foreign  trees  and  plants  which  is  sent  to  him  from 
France  at  the  expense  of  the  King.  I  was  told  that  he  had  established 
his  garden  a  few  miles  from  Bergentown  and  up  the  Hudson  river,  but 
when  I  enquired  here,  the  Dutch  people  either  would  not  or  did  not 
know  anything  of  such  a  man  or  his  garden.  Vexed  at  their  not  under: 
standing  me  or  my  not  being  able  to  understand  them,  for  it  appeared 
to  me  that  they  did  not  want  to  give  me  any  information,  I  rode  on 
through  the  town  the  way  which  I  supposed  would  lead  to  his  gar- 
den. At  length  I  obtained  information  that  he  lived  five  miles  on, 
the  way  I  was  going,  but  I  found  it  nearer  ten,  and  the  road  most 
wretched,  through  lonely  hilly  woods.  As  I  came  out  of  the  woods 
I  found  a  number  of  houses  in  a  low  sandy  piece  of  ground  sur- 
rounded by  swamps.  The  first  I  came  to  was  ihe  "Three  Pigeons 
Tavern,"  the  place  I  was  directed  to  inquire  for:  this  tavern  is  kept 
by  a  Dutchman  and  is  as  remarkable  for  its  neatness  as  any  house  I 
ever  set  my  foot  in.  There  I  left  my  horse  and  went  on  about  half 
a  mile  to  Mons.  Mechard's.  Unfortunately,  he  had  gone  to  the  Car- 
olines. There  were  several  gardeners,  but  they  appeared  to  under- 
stand little  of  botany.  They  however  showed  me  the  gardens  and 
were  very  complaisant.  There  was  a  considerable  collection  of 
exotic  shrubs  and  plants  set  in  a  kind  of  beds  for  transplanting.  The 
American  plants  they  had  received  were  mostly  sent  to  France. 
There  was  no  order  or  beauty  in  the  gardens.  The  soil  was  remark- 
ably poor  and  sandy,  the  situation  wretched,  and  the  way  to  it  as 
bad  as  can  well  be  conceived.  Of  all  places  in  America,  this  would 
have  been  one  of  the  very  last  I  should  have  thought  of  for  such  a 
purpose.  What  could  induce  Mechard  to  fix  down  in  this  awful 
gloomy,  lonely,  miserable  spot,  is  beyond  my  power  to  conceive. 
I  was  never  more  disappointed,  and  regretted  the  pains  I  had  taken 
to  see  the  ill  taste  of  this  Botanical  Frenchman.  Arrived  at  New 
York  about  sunset  and  lodged  again  at  Mr.  Henderson's,  who  re- 
ceived me  with  the  greatest  cordiality." 


PROCEEDINGS 

OP  THE 

eto  Jersen  Historical  jkcicti) 


SECOND     SERIES. 

Vol.  III.  1873.  No.  3. 

Newark,  May    L5th,   1 873. 

The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  at  12  M.  the  President  the  Eli  r. 
Ravaud  K.  Rodgkrs.  D.  D..  being  in  the  chair,  with  a  large  attend 
ance  of  members  from  different  parts  of  the  State. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  by  the  Re 
cording  Secretary,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  on  the 
correspondence  since  January.  Letters  were  presented  from  a 
number  of  gentlemen  accepting  membership:  from  the  Historical 
Societies  of  Iowa,  Ohio  and  Georgia,  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society,  Essex  Institute,  and  Smithsonian  Institution, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  recent  publications  ;  from 
the  Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  and  Chicago  Public 
Library,  soliciting  exchanges;  from  Rev.  R.  K.  Rodgers,  D.  I)., 
accompanying  a  donation  of  sixty-three  volumes  for  the  library  ; 
from  Mr.  William  Oumbackof  Greensburgh,  I  ml.,  making  inquiries  ;i- 
•to  the  exercise  of  Female  suffrage  in  New  Jersey  ;  from  Mr.  Edwin 
Salter,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  inquiring  into  the  meaning  of  "  PiscaJ 
away,"  the  name  of  a  township  in  Middlesex  County;  from  Mr. 
Wm.  Nelson  of  Paterson,  and  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Crayon  of  Ne* 
Foundland,  Sussex  County,  with  newspaper  slips  of  local  histon  . 
from  Rev.  Abm.  Messier,  D.  D.,  accepting  an  invitation  to  read  a 
paper  before  the  Society  and  from  Benson  J.  Lossing,  Esq.,  regretting 
that  various  engagements  would  prevent  his  doing  so;  from  Governoi 
Parker  and  Rev.  Dr.  Hamill,  giving  reasons  for  their  non-attendance; 
from  the  Hon.  Robert  Gilchrist,  Attorney  General,  with  M  the  Slate  of 
the  Question  of  Jurisdiction  and  Boundary  between  Now  Jersey  and 
13 
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Delaware,"  a  paper  of  great  interest  at  the  present  time  ;  and  from 
a  number  of  other  gentlemen  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  cash  balance  in  his  hands  as  amount- 
ing to  $9*20.33. 

Dr.  Pennington,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  verbally 
that  nothing  of  moment  had  occurred  calling  for  action  of  the  com 
mittee,  but  a  proposition  having  been  made  to  them  for  a  lease  of  the 
lot  belonging  to  the  Society  in  West  Park  street,  he  wished  to  hear 
the  views  of  the  members  in  relation  thereto.  After  some  discus- 
sion it  was — 

Besotved,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  authorized  to  lease  the  Society's 
lot  in  West  Park  street,  if  in  their  judgment  they  think  it  advisable,  on  such 
terms  and  for  such  a  period  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  them. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
verbally  that  since  the  meeting  in  January  another  number  of  the 
"Proceedings"  had  been  published,  containing  the  business  transac- 
tions of  the  Society  to  the  present  time,  and  the  interesting  extracts 
from  the  journals  of  Rev.  Dr.  Manasseh  Cutler  when  travelling 
through  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  in  1787-8. 

Mr.  Martin  R.  Dennis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library  sub- 
mitted the  following  report : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Library  would  respectfully  report  that 
since  the  last  meeting  there  have  been  received  as  donations  62 
volumes  and  57  pamphlets,  as  detailed  in  an  accompanying  statement.* 
They  have  also  the  pleasure  of  announcing  the  receipt  from  Mrs  Char 
lotte  L  Rutherfurd,the  widow  and  executrix  of  our  late  President  John 
Rutherfurd,  Esq.,  of  a  large  number  of  parchment  deeds  and  other 
manuscripts  not  only  valuable  from  their  unique  character,  but 
exceedingly  interesting  from  their  identification  with  the  early  history 
of  the  State.  They  constitute  a  collection  which,  having  been  for 
century  or  more  safely  preserved  in  the  Rutherfurd  family,  are  now 
placed  with  the  Society  as  a  proper  depository  to  ensure  their  safety 

*  See  page  103 
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for  all  time.     A  list  of  the  Documents  is  appended  to  this  report  and 
the  members  cannot  but  be  interested  by  an  inspection  of  them.* 

"The  lease  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Society  having  expired,  ;i 
new  one  has  been  taken  for  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $700 
annum,  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Board  oi  Trade 
of  the  City  of  Newark,  on  satisfactory  terms  for  their  continued 
occupation  of  the  Assembly  Room.  It  is  hoped  that,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  Society,  through  the  liberality  of  its 
friends,  may  be  in  occupancy  of  a  building  of  its  own.  In  accord 
ance  with  the  directions  of  the  Society  the  Committee  have  obtained 
a  rough  plan  for  the  improvement  oi'  the  lot  in  Wesl  Park  street 
designed  to  exhibit  its  capacity  and  how  it  may  best  be  utilized  for 
our  purposes. 

"The  Committee  are  pleased  to  state  thai  they  have  received  from 
the  family  of  Mr.  Congar,  our  late  librarian,  an  excellent  photograph 
likeness  of  our  lamented  associate.  They  have  to  reporl  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  hud  any  member  of  the  Society  willingto  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  the  position  vacated  by  his  death. 
The  Treasurer,  from  the  official  relations  he  bears  both  to  the  Society 
and  the  Board  of  Trade,  is  enabled  by  his  presence,  some  hours 
of  each  day,  to  supply  some  of  the  facilities  which  members  and 
others  desire,  but  it  would  be  cause  for  congratulation  could  the 
Library  fund  be  so  increased  as  to  admit  of  our  tendering  to  a  compe 
tent  Librarian  some  other  compensation  than  that  resulting  from  the 
consciousness  of  having  faithfully  served  the  Society  and  the 
public. 

*:Some  progress  has  been  made  since  the  last  meeting  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  Catalogue  of  the  maps  belonging  to  the  Society,  and 
other  improvements  are  in  contemplation." 

The  Committee  on    Colonial   Documents  presented  the  following 

report : 

"The  Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  obtaining  for  the  State, 

copies   of    the   New   Jersey   Colonial    Documents   which   are  in  tin- 
Record  Offices  of  England,  respectfully  report  that  : 

*  See  page  110 
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a  They  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  for  the  examination  of 
the  members  of  the  Society,  as  the  first  fruits  of  their  labors,  twenty- 
four  folio  cases  in  book  form,  containing  the  transcripts  received  to 
the  present  time.  Thirteen  of  the  cases  contain  Minutes  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  commencing  with  1703  and  extending  to  1769  ; 
the  State  never  having  possessed  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  important  branch  of  the  government  during  the  administration 
of  the  Colonial  Governors.  The  other  cases  contain  the  Miscellaneous 
Papers,  and  are  of  dates  between  1689  and  1753.  There  are  yet 
eleven  or  twelve  more  cases  daily  expected  from  England,  bringing 
down  the  dates  to  the  period  of  the  War  for  Independence. 

"The  Committee  congratulate  the  Society  and  all  interested  in  the 
history  of  the  State  upon  the  success  which  has  attended  this  under- 
taking, both  as  to  cost  and  material  results,  particularly  as  it  is  in  a 
great  degree  due  to  the  previous  action  of  a  few  of  its  members,  in 
obtaining  in  1851  the  lists  of  documents,  which  became  the  basis  of 
the  Analytical  Index  which  forms  the  5th  volume  of  the  Society's 
"Collections."  The  possession  of  that  Index,  as  was  stated  by  the 
Committee  in  their  previous  report,  left  available  for  the  expense  of 
copying,  a  very  considerable  sum  that  otherwise  would  necessarily 
have  been  expended  in  searching  for  and  examining  documents,  and 
enabled  the  Committee  to  discriminate  at  once  between  , those  of 
primary  and  those  of  secondary  importance. 

"The  Committee's  instructions  to  Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  their  Agent 
in  London,  limited  his  expenditures  strictly  to  the  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  State  for  the  purpose,  but  ascertaining  from  him 
that  besides  the  documents  which,  although  valuable,  the  Committee 
passed  over  when  making  their  first  selection,  many  others  had  come 
under  his  notice  which  were  essential  to  the  completeness  of  the 
work  ;  application  was  made  to  the  last  Legislature  for  another  ap- 
propriation, but  contrary  to  the  Committee's  expectation,  the  bill 
after  passing  the  Senate  was  lost  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  Coming 
up  on  the  last  business  day  of  the  session,  and  not  being  in  the 
charge  of  any  particular  member,  its  importance  was  overlooked. 
Its  failure  is  to  be  regretted  as  the  experience  of  Mr.  Stevens' 
copyists  and  assistants  would  have  materially  facilitated  the  continued 
progress  of  the  work,  and  the  probable  delay  attendant  upon  another 
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application  for  the  necessary  permits  would  have  been  avoided 
The  Committee,  however,  cannot  doubt  thai  the  Dext  Legislature  wvll 
promptly  .authorize  the further  prosecution  of  the  work,  both  of 
copying  and  printing,  so  that  the  people  of  the  State  may  DOl  be 
longer  without  the  materials  for  a  history  of  the  State  in  an  accessible 
form." 

"The  Committee  cannot  close  their  report  without  drawiog  Bpecial 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Stevens  has  execated  the  trust 
reposed  in  him;  they  are  fully  convinced  thai  through  do  other 
medium  could  they  have  secured  for  the  Society  and  the  State  Buch 
satisfactory  results.  " 

Mr.  Hayes  from  the^Committee  on  Nominations,  reported   Favor 

ably  on  several  gentlemen  whose  names  had  been  submitted  to  them, 
who    were  thereupon  elected  members,  and   new  nominatii   . 
received. 

Mr.  Whitehead  said  that  nearly  twenty-eight  years  ago,  in  Sep 

tember,  1845,  he  had  the  pleasure  ^of  bringing  to  the  notice  oi  the 
Society,  the  existence  of  the  highly  important  and  interesting  docu- 
ments which  the  Society  had  had  the  pleasure  to  receive.  Although 
their  general  character^was  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  ladies 
in  whose  possession  they  then  were,  yet  not  until  an  examination  bi 
him  at  their  request,  were  the  special  features  which  give  to  many  ol 
them  peculiar  interest  for  the  New  Jersey  historian  and  antiquary,  fully 
recognized.  Among  the  many  generous  deeds  for  which  the  Society 
had  to  thank  different  members  of  the  Rutherford  family  the  Lasl  is 
is  certainly  not  the  least.  He  offered  the  following  resolutions  which 
were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Mrs.    Charlotte   L.    Rutherfurd,    Executrix   of    John    Rutherford, 
deceased,  late  President  of  the  Society,  has  deposited  in  its  library   a    v,il  . 
collection  of  original  documents  connected  with  the  early  history   of  the   81 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  returned  to  Mrs.  Rutherford  for 
this  mark  of  her  confidence,  with  the  assurance  thai  00  taking  charge  <>f  the 
documents  it  pledges  itself  to  extend  to  them  all  proper  ear.'  and    preservation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  requested  to  take  in1 
sideration  the  propriety  of  procuring   an    iron   chest    tor    the    reception  of  the 
documents  received  from  Mrs.  Rutherfurd,  and  other  valuable  memorial-  Is   I 
possession  of  the  Society. 
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Mr.  Dennis,  referring  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  member  of 
the  Society  to  fill  the  office  of  Librarian,  and  to  the  necessity  existing 
for  having  the  library  under  the  control  of  some  officer  of  the  Societ}r, 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved;  That  Mr.  "Whitehead,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  be  requested  to 
take  charge  of  the  library  until  a  librarian  is  appointed. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  recognizing  the  propriety  of  having  some  one 
in  a  measure  responsible  for  the  proper  care  of  the  library,  expressed 
his  willingness  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Society  temporarily, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  should  be  relieved  from  the  position 
as  soon  as  possible,  his  engagements  being  such  as  to  preclude  his 
assuming  permanently  any  other  duties  or  responsibilities  for  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Asher  Taylor  presented  a  photograph  of  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Taylor,  of  New  Dorp,  Staten  Island,  with  a  summary  of  his  services 
during  the  late  war;  and  an  old  genealogical  table,  showing  the 
descent  of  the  family  of  David  Lyell  (in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century  a  prominent  resident  of  Perth  Amboy),  from  Sir  Thomas 
Loraine,  of  Kirkharle,  in  Northumberland. 

From  Mr.  Charles  E.  Elmer,  of  Bridgeton,  was  received  an  old 
broadside,  preserved  in  the  family  of  General  James  Giles,  giving 
the  "  Order  of  the  Funeral  Procession,  to  be  had  at  Trenton  on 
on  Tuesday,  the  14th  day  of  January,  1800,  in  commemoration  of 
the  late  General  George  Washington,  deceased." 

From  Mr.  Edmund  D.  Halsey  of  Morristown,  the  diary  of  Dr. 
Jabez  Campfleld,  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  kept  during 
Sullivan's  expedition  into  Western  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
in  1779. 

Mr.  Charles  Megill  presented  a  copy  of  the  Philadelphia  Press, 
containing  an  account  of  the  transmission  of  the  news  of  the  battle 
of  Lexington  from  place  to  place  in  April,  1775,  from  Watertown  to 
Philadelphia  by  express,  taking  from  10  A.  M.  on  the  19th,  to  5  P. 
M.  on  the  24th,  for  its  transmission. 

The  amendment  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  constitution,  pro- 
posed by  Colonel  Swords  at  the  last  meeting,  making  the  annual 
dues  of  the  members  three  dollars  instead  of  two,  was  then  taken  up. 
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After  some  explanatory  remarks  from  COLONEL  SwOBpB  B8  to  the 

propriety    of   the    increase.     Mr.   Liens   I).    li.\i.i>ui\    moved    to 
amend  by  making  the  sum  lour  dollars  instead  of  three,     This  the 

chair  pronounced  not  admissable,  the  constitution   not   providing   for 

any    modification    of  a    proposed    alteration    after    once    made    and 
entered  upon  the  minutes.     After  some  further  discussion  l>     Hi 
Duryee,  Smith,  Hayes  and  others,  favoring   higher  dues,    Mi'.    Bald 
win    withdrew    his    amendment,   and    the    proposed    alteration    was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hayes  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  third   article  of 
the  constitution  that  would  authorize  the  election  as  honorary   mem 
bers  of  persons  residing  in  the  State. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  and  partook  of  a  collation   Berved 
in  the  document  room,  after  which,  an  anticipated    paper    not  having 
been  received,  the  members  spent  some  time  in  colloquial   discus 
sion  on  genealogical  subjects  and  then  adjourned. 
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From  Harvard  College — Annual  Reports  of  the  President  and  Proas 

urer,  1871-72. 
From   Hon.    F.    T.  Frelinyhuysen — Oflicial   Gazette   of    the    United 

States  Patent  Office.     Vol.  II.,  No.  29. 

Congressional  Globe.     Part  1-3,   3d  Session,  41st.      Congress, 

1870-71.     Part  1-5,  2nd  Session,   42nd.      Congress,    1871    '72, 

with  Appendix  and  Index,  10  Vols. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges   and    Elections  in  refer 

ence  to  the  State  Government  of  Louisiana  Feb.  20,  1873! 
From  Joseph  N.   Tattle — View  of  Old  Tennent  Church  on  the  Battle 

Ground  of  Monmouth,  N.J.     Photographed  by  Cheeseman,  Nov. 

4,  1868. 
From  United  States  Patent  Office — Official  Gazette  ^\'  United  States 

Patent  Office,  1872;  January  to  April.  1873. 
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From  R.  S.  Swords — Proceedings  of  the  5th  Annual  Meeting  of 
National  Board  of  Trade,  held  in  New  York,  Oct.,  1872. 

From  the  Publishers — The  American  Historical  Record  and  Repertory 
of  Notes  and  Queries.      Edited  by  B.  J.  Lossing.      Nos.  12-16. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society — Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  1,  1873,  and 
Register.     Vol.  XXVII.,  No.  2. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society — The    Penn    and    Logan 
Correspondence.     Vol.   II.-Vol.  X.  of    the    Society's    Memoirs. 
Catalogue  of  the  Paintings  and  other  objects  of  interest  belong- 
ing to  the  Society. 

From  Thomas  G.  Bunnell — Historical  Directory  of  Sussex  Co.,  N. 
J.,  containing  a  Summary  of  events  from  the  first  settlement, 
with  illustrations  and  Map  of  the  County,  1872. 

From  Beach  Vanderpool — Reports  of  Commissioners  appointed  to 
select  a  Site  and  build  an  Asylum  for  the  Insane  of  New  Jersey, 
Nov.,  1872. 

Fifteenth    Annual    Report   of    the    Chicago    Relief    and    Aid 
Society,  for  the  year  1872. 

From  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society — The 
New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record.  Vol.  XXXIII., 
No.  4 ;  Vol.  IV.,  No.  1,  2. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  So- 
ciety.    Vol.  XII.,  No.  89.     July  to  December. 

From  the  Author — A  Compendious  History  of  New  England  from 
the  accession  of  George  II.  to  the  First  General  Congress  of  the 
Anglo-American  Colonies,  by  John  Gorham  Palfrey. 

From  the  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletin.     Nos.  24,  25. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  "Worcester,  Oct.  21,  1872.     No.  59. 

From  the  Board  of  Public  Charities,  Penn. — Third  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  Report  of  General  Agent  and  Secretary.     Jan.,  1873. 

From  John  Mix — Official  Letters  to  the  American  Congress  during 
the  war  between  the  United  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  by 
George  Washington.  Purchased  by  Mr.  Mix  in  the  Great  Market 
called  Luchin  Dawr,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia  in  1858. 
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From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.— Addresses    at    the    Induction  of 
Rev.  Francis  L.  Patton   to   the   Professorship  of  Theology  in  the 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Northwest,  I  >.t.  :;. 
Three  Centuries  of  Presbyterianism — a  discourse   before  the 

Synod  of  Cincinnati,  by   Professor   E.  I).  Morris,  of    Lane  Theo 

logical  Seminary,  Oct.  18,  1872. 
From  the  Author — Thirty-First  Annual   Report   of    the   ministry    .it 

large  in  the  City  of  Providence,  at  a   Public  meeting  in  the  I  Ion 

gregational  Church,  Feb.  3,  1873.     By  Edwin  M.  St. me. 
From  Robert  Clarke — Sixth  Reunion  of  the   Society  of  the  Aran  <>l 

the  Cumberland,  held  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  1872. 

Anti-Slavery  opinions  before  the  year  1800.     Read  before  the 

Cincinnati    Literary    Club,   Nov.  16,  1872,  by  William    F.  Poole, 

Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati. 
From  the  Essex  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Institute.      Vol.  IV.,  V 

9,  10,  11,  12;   Vol.  V.,  Nos.  1,  2. 
From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  for  January, 

1873.     Vol.  XL,  No.   1. 
From  Professor  H.  C.  Cameron — Catalogue   of  the   College  of  New 

Jersey,  1872. 
From  Dr.  J.  C.  Dalton — Memorial   of    Edward    B.    Dal  ton.    M.    D., 

1873. 
From  the    Trustees  of  the   Free    Public   Library   of   New    Bedford — 

Twenty-First  Annual  Report,  1873. 
From  Sheldon  II.  Smith — Map  of  Elizabeth  Town   Point,    with    Re- 
port of  Commissioners  appointed   by  the  Court   of    Chancery  to 

divide  the  lands   between    Thomas   Gibbons    Trumbull.   &C,  and 

Peter  Kean,  &c,  1824. 

The  case   of  the  Proprietors   of    East  New   Jersey,   with   the 

opinions  of  Counsel  on  the  same,  Nov.  20,  1824. 
From  the  Minnesota   Historical   Society — Collections    of  the    Society. 

Vol.  I.     A  republication  of  the  original  Papers    issued    in    1850 

'51-'52- 53-56. 

Annual    Reports  of  the   Minnesota    Historical    Society    to   the 

Legislature,  for  the  year  1872. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Organization,  Objects  and  Membership  of  Old 

Settlers'  Association  of  Minnesota,  1872. 
14 
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From  the  Republic  Publishing  Company — A.  monthly  Magazine  de- 
voted to  the  dissemination  of  Political  information.  April,  1873. 
Vol.  I.,  No.  2. 

From  the  Author — Memorial  of  William  Spooner,  1867,  and  of  his 
descendants  to  the  Third  Generation;  of  his  great-grandson, 
Einathan  Spooner,  and  of  his  descecdants  to  1871-  By  Thomas 
Spooner. 

From  the  Author — The  Pennington  Family  of  Connecticut  and 
New   Jersey,  by  Capt.  A.  C.  'M.  Pennington,  2nd  Art'y,  U.  S.  A. 

From  the  Author — Historical  Address.  "Woodbury  and  Vicinity,'' 
by  Benjamin  F.  Carter. 

From  the  Society — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Minnesota 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  with  Address  of  President,  List 
of  Officers  and  Committees  for  1873. 

From  Rev.  Dr.  R.  K.  Rodgers — Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New  Jer- 
sey, at  their  Sessions,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  Oct.,  1872. 

Universal  History,  20  vols.  Remains  of  Griffin,  2  vols. 
Polynesian  Researches,  4  vols.  Three  years  in  America,  2  vols. 
Travels  in  Malta,  1  vol.  Sketches  of  Turkey,  1  vol.  Black 
Hawk,  1  vol,     F idler's  Observations,  1  vol.     Kay's  Travels,  1  vol. 

From  the  Commissioners — Report  of  the  Riparian  Commissioners, 
1873. 

From  Professor  Benjamin  Pierce — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  Progress  of  the 
Survey  during  the  }rear  1869. 

From  an  Unknown  Source — The  Benson  Family  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  with  an  Appendix. 

From  S.  G.  Sturges— Holbrook's  Newark  Directory,  1867-'68-'69- 
'70,  and  Newark  City  and  Business  Directory,  1870,  4  Vols. 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rutherfurd — Unexecuted  Lease  from  Trinity 
Church,  N.  Y.  to  James  Emans,  Sept.  20,  1784,  for  Lot  in  Vesey 
street. 

Exemplified  Copy  of  the  Acts  for  running  Line  between  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  and  passed  by  New  Jersey  Assembly,  Feb. 
18,  1747. 

From  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society — Twenty-Third  and  Twenty- 
Fifth  Annual  Reports  on  Public  Schools  of  Rhode  Island.  1868,  '70, 
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Acts  relating  to  the  Public  Schools,  Report  of  Commits 
Fisheries  of  Narragansett  Bay,  1870.  Report  of  <  !ommisaiooen 
of  Internal  Fisheries,  1872.  Report  of  Governor  on  the  Rhode 
Island  War  Claim,  Jan.,  1868.  Proceedings  of  Congress  on  ihe 
reception  of  the  Statue  of  Roger  Williams.  Jan.,  1872.  Pro 
ings  at  the  dedication  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument' 
Sept.  16,  1871.  Report  of  Board  of  Inspectors  of  Rhode  Island 
State  Prison,  1871.  Insurance  Laws  of  Rhode  Island.  Two 
Messages  of  Gov.  Padelford,  1870.  '72.  Second  and  Thud 
Annual  Reports  of  Board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections, 
1870,  '71.      13  pamphlets. 

From  Daniel  Price — A  copy  of  the  Albany  Gazette,  Dec.  2.M.  1816, 
and  of  the  Saratoga  Journal,  Oct.  18,  1815. 

From  Thomas  F.  De  1  roe— Forty-Fifth  Annual  Report  of  Board  of 
Trustee  of  the  Northern  Dispensary  for  1871.  Abattoirs — a 
Paper  read  before  the  Polytechnic  Branch  of  the  American  [nsti 
tute,  June  8,  1865,  by  Thomas  F.  DeVoe.  Semicentennial 
Discourse  on  the  Laying  the  Corner  Stone  of  St.  Luke's  Church, 
Hudson  street,  New  York,  June  4.  1871.  By  the  Rector.  Rei 
Isaac  H.  Tuttle,  D.  D. 

A  Political  Conspiracy    of   Jeff.   Davis,   the    Traitor    and    the 
Copperhead  Democracy  unmasked,  1864. 
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LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY.  MAY   15,    1873. 


FROM  MR.  EDWIN  SALTER. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  May  ah.  L873 

W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Sec'y  N.  J.  Mist.  Soc. 

Dear  Sir: — Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  name  Piscataway,  now  applied  to  a   township   in    Midd 
It  is  generally  understood  to   be  a  corruption  of  the  New  England 
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Piscataqua  from  whence  the  first  settlers  came.  Webster's  Illus- 
trated Dictionary  (page  1631)  says  the  name  Piscataqua  is  of  Indian 
origin,  meaning  kl  great  deer  river."  But  this  definition  is  probably 
given,  like  some  others  of  local  names,  on  traditionary  authority. 
An  intelligent  gentleman  from  New  England,  whose  ancestors  lived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Piscataqua  river,  informs  me  that  he  was  told  by 
them  that  the  name  was  derived  from  Pisces  aqua,  Latin,  signifying 
a  water  of  fishes — substantially  a  water  where  fish  are  abundant. 
Does  not  this  definition  seem  the  most  plausible  and  probable  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Edwin  Salter. 

EXTRACT  FROM  ANSWER. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

May  14th,  1873. 

Edwin  Salter,  Esq.,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  : — "  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  Piscat- 
away,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey,  received  its  name  from 
the    place    whence    the    settlers   came.  *  *  * 

Webster's  authority  for  considering  it  "Great  Deer  River"  is 
undoubtedly  Judge  C.  E.  Potter  of  New  Hampshire,  who  gives  Pis- 
cataqua as  derived  from  Piscataquauke,  a  corruption  of  Posattuckauke, 
in  the  language  of  the  Abnaquies,  Pos  (great)  attuck  (deer)  auke 
(place).  His  paper  may  be  found  in  the  Collections  of  Maine 
Historical  Society,  Vol.  IV.,  p  291.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Willis  in  the 
same  volume,  however,  gives  it  as  derived  from  Piscataquis — 
a  river.  *  *  *         Heckewelder         *         *         * 

is  said  to  'have  derived  our  Piscatawa}^  from  Pisgtatanwi 
(Dark)  it  being  sagely  suggested  that  perhaps  the  soil  in 
that  region  may  have  been  dark.  I  place  very  little  depend- 
ence, however,  upon  any  of  these  interpretations,  so  much  depending 
upon  the  pronunciation  of  the  Indians  translated  by  Europeans. 
Very  truly  yours, 

W.  A.  Whitehead,  Cor.  Sec. 
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FROM  MR.  EDMUND  D.   HALSK\ 

Morristown,  N.  J.,  May  25th,   1873 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Cor.  Sec'y.  N.  J.  Historical  Society. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  send  you  herewith  for  the  use 
of  the  Society  and  for  preservation  with  their  collections,  the  diary 
of  Dr.  Jabez  Campfield,  formerly  of  this  place,  a  surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  Army  and  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati.  He  accom- 
panied Sullivan's  Expedition  into  Western  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  in  1779,  and  this  diary  is  his  narrative  of  that  campaign.  Be 
left  Morristown  May  23d  and  three  days  after  joined  the  command 
which  then  consisted  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment  and  Spen< 
cer's  New  Jersey  Regiment  at  Tunkhanna.  He  returned  to  his  own 
house  on  the  second  of  October  following.  M  tuning  travelled  continu- 
ally on  the  way  .every  da}r  since  the  1 5th  September  from  Genessee." 
As  the  detailed  experience  of  a  man  of  education  and  observation  it 
throws  much  light  on  the  operations  in  which  he  and  his  Jersey 
Regiment  shared. 

The  book  was  rescued  from  a  mass  of  rubbish  and  old  paper  which 
had  been  sold  in  the  lump  for  six  cents  per  pound,  and  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  I  ascertained  the  name  of  the  author,  which  docs  not 
appear  in  the  book  itself.  In  the  same  book  Captain  William  Camp- 
field,  his  son,  had  his  "Commandants  Orderly  Book'*  as  Captain 
commanding  Morris  Squadron  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  June  19th,  179b, 
to  August  24th,  1807.  A  list  of  banks  in  the  United  States  in  1^1  2 
and  other  matters  not  so  interesting  are  found  on  other  pages  of  the 
book.  This  William  Campfield  was  a  Captain  in  tin-  Morria  County 
Regiment  of  militia  in  the  same  war 

I  endeavored  with  some  little  success  to  ascertain    Bomethi] 
the  other  history  of  Dr.  Campfield  and  give  you  the  result      Ho  un- 
born at   Newark.  New   Jersey,  and    when   quite   a   lad    was  smi  t«» 
Providence,  R.  I.,  to  school,  where  he  fitted  for  college.      Ho  gradfl 
ated  at  Nassau  Hall  in  1759  and  subsequently   married   Mi»  Sarah' 
Ward  of  Newark  and  settled  down  in  the  practice  o\'  hifl  profession 
at  Morristown.     His  residence  was  in  Morris  Street,  but  ho  owned  ;t 
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large  farm  on  the  New  Vernon  road  which  for  many  years  after  his 
death  belonged  to  James  Wood,  but  was  known  as  the  Campfield 
farm.  He  entered  the  service  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  and  was  Senior  Surgeon  on  Dr.  Burnett's  staff.  In  Gen. 
Stryker's  official  register  of  officers  and  men  of  New  Jersey  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  page  73,  his  name  appears  as  "Surgeon  '  Spen- 
cer's Regiment'  Continental  Army,  January  1st,  1797;  dis- 
charged at  the  close  of  the  war."  After  the  declaration 
of  peace  he  continued  to  reside  in  Morristown  till  his  death 
in  May,  1821,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  five 
months  and  twenty  da3^s.  He  was  surrogate  of  Morris  County 
from  the  beginning  of  our  County  records  in  1784  to  1804.  In  his 
will  which  is  recorded  in  the  Morris  County  Surrogate's  office,  dated 
Aug.  17th,  1818,  and  proved  June  25th,  1821,  he  devised  all  his 
property  to  his  son  and  only  child,  Dr.  William  Campfield  (the  Cap- 
tain Campfield  above  mentioned,)  who  was  also  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton and  who  survived  his  father  but  three  years. 

There  are  three  grand-children  of  the  old  Doctor  now  living,  Dr. 
William  A.  Campfield  of  Lisbon,  N.  Y.,  Charles  H.  Campfield  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dunham,  widow  of  Dr.  Lewis  Dun- 
ham deceased,  late  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Another  grand-son, 
Edward  Campfield,  died  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  leaving  a  son,  Dr.  H.  T. 
Campfield,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much  of  this  information. 

Hoping  that  the  manuscript  may  interest  you  as  it  has  me,  I  am 
Yours  very  truly, 

Edmund   D.   Halsey. 


(M£ii\kl  f)odtmqei\t£. 

DEPOSITED  WirH  THE  SOCIETY  BY 
Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd. 

No.  1  Original  Lease  for  a  year  from  James  Duke  of  York  to, 
Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret  for  the  whole  of  New  Jersey 
dated  June  23d,  1664. 

No.  2     Original  Release  of  the  same  June  24th,   1664. 
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No.  3  Original  Lease  for  a  yonr  from  James  Duke  ol  York  to 
Sir  George  Carteret  for  half  the  northern    of  V 

dated  July  28th,  1674. 

No.  4     Original  Release  of  the  same  July  29th,  167  1. 

No.  4-J-  Copy  of  the  same  certified  by  Tobiaa  Solder,  the  Duke's 
Auditor. 

No.  5  Original  Instructions  from  Sir  George  Oarterel  For  the 
government  of  his  province  July  31st,  1674. 

No.  6     Original  Quintepartite  Deed  between    Sir  I  I  br 

teret,  Wm.  Penn,  Nicholas  Lucas,   Gawen    Lawrie  and    Ed 
ward  Byllinge.  dated  July  1st.  1676.  dividing  the  Province 
into  East  and  West  Jersey  differently  from  the  granl  to  Sir 
George  of  July  28-29,  1674. 

No.   6^-  Duplicate  of  the  same. 

No.  7     Original  Release  of  Elisabeth  Carteret,  widow  and    I 

cutrix,  and  the  Trustees  of  Sir  George,  to  the  first  Twelve 
Proprietors  for  all  of  East  Jersey,  dated  January  1st,  I  681-2, 
(The  signatures  and  seals  of  the  Trustees  as  follows  :  Bar! 
of  Bath  Baron  Crewe,  Lord  Granville,  Robert  Atkvns. 
Edward  Atkvns,  Thomas  Pococke  and  Thomns  Cromer.) 

No.  8  Original  Deed,  from  Elizabeth  Carteret.  Executrix-,  fee.  to 
the  first  Twelve  Proprietors  for  all  arrearages  el'  rents  and 
profits  due  Sir  George's  Estate,  dated  February  2d,  1681  2. 

No.   9     Original  Release  from  James,  Duke  of  York  be  Sir  Ge 
Carteret,  (the  grand-son  and  heir  of  the  first  Sir(  <• 
all  East  Jersey,  dated  September   10th.  1680,  but  appears 
not  to  have  been  signed  before  the  16th  October,  1680. 

No.  9£  Duplicate  of  the  same. 

No.  10  Exemplified  Copy  from  the  Canterbury  archives  of  Sir 
George  Carteret's  Will:  Will  made  Dec.  25th,  1  678 — proved 
February  19th,  1687-9. 

No.  11  Original  Agreement  by  the  first  Twelve  Proprietors  that 
there  should  be  no  benefit  of  survivorship.  &C,  dated  Jane 
1st,  1682. 

No.  12  Original  Release  of  James,  Duke  of  5Torfc  to  Edward 
Byllinge,  William  Penn,  (in won  Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas, 
John  Eldridge  and  Edmund  Warner  for  Weal  Jersey,  dated 
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August  6th,  1680.     The  seal  (imperfect)  attached  to  the 
instrument  in  a  tin  box. 

No.  13  Original  Commission  from  Edmund  Andros  to  Andrew 
Hamilton,  John  Campbell,  Robert  Vauquellin,  John  Bishop, 
John  Inians  and  Samuel  Haile.  to  be  "Justices  to  keep  the 
peace  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  "  in  East  Jersey,  dated 
New  York,  August  25th,  1688.  The  great  royal  provincial 
seal  attached. 

No.  14  Original  Commission  from  William  Dockwra.  in  behalf  of 
the  Proprietors,  to  John  Barclay  (and  in  case  of  disability 
on  his  part  to  John  Reid)  as  Surveyor  General  of  East 
Jersey,  dated  April  6th,  1692,  with  the  seal  of  the  province 
attached  in  a  tin  box.  Barclay's  oath  of  office  is  on  the 
back,  dated  Nov.  1st,  1692. 

No.  15  Original  Deed  for  one-half  of  his  twelfth,  or  l-24£h  of 
East  Jersey,  from  Wm.  Penn  to  Robert  Barclay,  dated  Sep- 
tember 22d,  1682. 

No.  16  Original  Release  from  Penn,  Lucas,  Lawrie  and  Byllinge 
to  Thomas  Rudyard  for  l-9th  of  9- 10th  of  West  Jersey,  in 
lieu  of  £350  due  Rudyard  from  Byllinge  May  2d,  1677. 

No.  17  Revocation  of  all  Governor  Lawrie's  powers,  by  order 
of  the  Proprietaries  1687. 

No.  18  Original  Release  from  Penn,  Lucas,  Lawrie  and  B}~llinge 
to  Thomas  Rudyard  and  John  Ridge,  for  l-9th  of  9- 10th  of 
West  Jersey,  dated  March  2d,  1677. 

No.    19  A  Package  containing  : 

1  A  list  of  the  Proprietaries,  1686. 

2  do.  do.         April  2d,  1687. 

3  An  account  of  Disbursements  by  the  Proprietaries 

to  1698. 

4  An  order  of  the  Proprietaries  authorizing  William 

Dockwra  to  sign  for  them. 

5  An  order  about  Amboy,  &c,  Sept.  21st,  1683. 

6  An  order,  confirm  aton>-  of  previous  one,  May  11th, 

1685. 
No.  20  Original  Commission  from  Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret  to 
Robert  Vauquellin    to  be  Surveyor  General,  with   first  seal 
of  the  Province  (imperfect)  dated  February  10th,  1664-5. 
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No.  21  Original  Order  op  the  Pboprietabies  relative  to  laying 
oat  of  lands,  and  censuring  Deputy  Governor!  Lawrie  and 
Rudyard  for  their  manner  of  doing  it.     July  ::,|.  i  . 

No.  22  Obbeb  of  tiik  Pboprietabiks  directing  an  ezaminatioo  into 
the  affairs  of  the  Province,  dated  October  21st,  1685. 

No.  23  Package  of  Obiginal  Deeds  from  and  to  the  original  pro 
prietors,  early  patents,  &c,  as  follows: 

1.  Sept.  26th,  1682.      Release  of  Hugh    Hatiahorne   (one   of 

the  original  twelve  Proprietors)  to  the  Earl  of  Perth    for    | 
of  1-1 2th  of  East  Jersey     Consideration,  350  pounds. 

2.  Sept.  26th,  1682.     Release  of    Clement  Plumstead   (oi 

the  original  twelve)  to  Robert  Gordon   for   .',    of    l-12th   of 
East  Jersey.     Consideration.  350  pounds.. 

3.  August  3d,  1(583.      Release   ot     Robert    Gordon    to    Q\ 
Lawrie  for  l-48th  of  East  Jersey. 

4.  |  March  12th,  13th,  1684-5.     Lease  and   Release  of   Wm. 
4£.  )  Dockw'ra  to  Robert  Blackwood  for   I -48th   of    Kast   Jersey, 

excepting  such  tracts  as  were  already  taken  up. 

5.  August  13th,  1685.     Release  of  Georgt    discount  Tarbat  to 
Lord  Neil  Campbell  for  \  of  l-24th  of  Kast  Jersey. 

6.  >  (Date  omitted.)      1685.     Lease  and  Release  of  Lord  A 
6^.  S   Campbell  to  Robert  Blackwood  for  .1   of    j-th    of    1-2  Ith    of 

East  Jersey. 

7.  April  22nd.  1684.     Deed  from  Robert  Barclay  to    Dr.  John 
Gordon  for  1-1 0th  of  l-48th  of  Kast  Jersey. 

8.  February  20th,  1683-4.     Release    from    Sir  John    G 
Knt  and  Advocate  in  the   kingdom    of    Scotland    to    I  hunt 
Mudie  for  l-10th  of  1  48th  of  Kast  Jersey. 

9.  )  March  28th-29th,  1683.       Lease   and    Release    of    ■' 

9-J.  )  Earl  of  Perth,  to  Sir  George  Mackenzie   for    |th   of  I  21th 
of  East  Jersey. 

10.  )  March  4th-5th,  1683-4.      Lease  and    Release  of 
10£.  )  brose  Rigg,  one  of  the  original    twelve,  to  Robert  Ba 

for  4-  of   l-24th  of   Kast  Jersey. 

11.  May  24th,  1690.      Patent  from   the    Proprietors   to 
Neil  Campbell  for  1000  acres  on   the  North  Branch  of  tin 
Raritan  and  900  acres  at  Barnegat. 

15 
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12.  August  23d,  1690.     Patent  from  the  Proprietors  to  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  son  and  heir  of   Lord   Neil  Campbell,   for 

lot  of  land  in  Perth  Amboy. 

13.  June  10th,  1688.  Patent  to  Thomas  Rudyard  for  170 
acres  in  Middlesex  Co. 

14.  April  14th,  1702.  Patent  to  George  Willocks  for  sundry 
lots  in  Perth  Amboy  and  tracts  elsewhere. 

15.  April  20th,  1 703.  Patent  to  George  Willocks  and  John 
Bradberry  for  a  lot  in  Perth  Amboy  and  tract  on  Third 
River,  where  Bradberry  had  then  a  Gristmill. 

16.  August  27th,  1698.  Commission  from  Gov.  Jeremiah 
Basse  to  George  Willocks  as  Chief  Ranger. 

17.  December  14th,  1697.  Authority  from  the  Proprietors  of 
East  and  West  Jersey  to  Rip  Van  Dam,  to  receive  Quit- 
rents,  &c.  in  the  hands  of  George  Willocks  or  John  Reid. 


$£S$tftt  lUmto  falttttii. 

MAY   15th,    1873. 

Thomas  A  gens,  Newark. 

Benjamin  B.  Aycrigg,  M.  D„  Passaic. 

William  H.  Baldwin,  Newark. 

Edward  B.  Bingham,  Newark. 

Martin  Dennis,  Newark. 

John  R.  Emery,  Trenton. 

S.  Hastings  Grant,  Chatham. 

A.  V.  D.  Honey  man,   Germantown,  Hunterdon  Co. 

William  J.  Magee,  Elizabeth. 

George  A.  Mayhew,  Neiuark. 

Charles  Megill,  Trenton. 

Esther  W.  Montgomery,  Trenton. 

John  T.  Nixon,  Trenton. 

William  P.  Parker,  Newark. 

R.  Wayne  Parker,  Newark. 

William  Walter  Phelps,  Englewood. 

Samuel  S.  Tiffany,  Neiuark. 

J.  Cummings  Vail,  Newark-. 

John  G.  Vose,  Orange. 


f  onotHrg  iUmbm, 


Benson  J.  Lossing,  LL.  D.,  Dover  Plains,  Neiv  York. 
Thomas  F.  DeVoe,  New  York. 


D  T  A    R  Y 

OF 

DR.  JABEZ  CAMPFIELD, 

SURGEON  IN   "SPENCER'S   REGIMENT," 

WHILE    ATTACHED    TO 

SULLIVAN'S  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE  INDIANS, 

T^rom.  May  aSd  to  Oct.  J2d,  1779. 


FROM  THE  ORIGINAL 

Presented  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  b) 

MR.  EDMUND  D.   EALSEY. 


D  I  Ji_  R  Y 


May  23d,  1 779 — Left  Morristown   in  order  to  join    the    Regt  Of 
dered  on  an    expedition    to   the    westward    against   the  Indians  and 

Tories  who  had  cruelly  destroyed  our  frontiers  * 

May  24th,  1779 — I  arrived  at  Easton.     Easton  from   Men 
51  miles. 

May  25,  1779 — I  arrived  at  Brinker's  Mill. 

May  26,1779 — Joined  the  regiment  at  Tnnkhanna — The  troops 
implored  in  this  work  were  the  Second  New  York-  Regt.  &Spena 
Col.  Cortlandt  having  the  command — our  encampment  continued  in 
this  place  until  the  30th,  when  we  marched  to  Locust  Hill.  All  this 
way  the  Land  very  indifferent  &  rough — the  timber  mostly  pitch 
pine,  and  Hemlock,  some  white  pine — also  birch,  mirtle  and  some 
beach  &  elm — Spruce. 

This  hill  is  covered  with  Small  Locust  trees.  While  the  detach 
ment  remained  at  Locust  Hill  the  first  New  Hampshire  Regt  joined 
us,  but  at  the  same  time  a  detachment  of  near  200  men  under  Col. 
Smith  were  sent  to  Wyoming  so  that  we  gained  very  little  by  the 
hampshire  men's  coming  up. 

June  7,  1779 — The  camp  remained  on  Locust   Hill  till  Jane  7th, 
when  we  marched  and  encamped  upon   the  borders  of  the  Shad< 
Death. 

June  12th.  1779— The  detach't  passed  the  Shades  of  Death  and 
incamped  at  Bullux's  farm.     All  this  way  the  land  very  indifferent  and 
rough,  however  here  we  found  very  largo  white  pine  in  many  pla 
— and  the  hemlock  exceedingly  large. 

June  14th,    1769 — The   Detach't    marched    into  Wyoming,   Col 
Butler  with  a  detach't  from  the  garrison  liar,  opened  the  rhoad. 

Wyoming  is  a  beautiful   place,  through    which   runs   the   Susqua 


*  Sec  Marshall's  Life  of  "Washington,  2d   Edition   EI,  p.  SJ1,   to; 
History  of  the  Revolution,  II,  p.   694;    Alien    [1,278;  Bpei  U.S. 

II.  p.  51.    [Ed.] 
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hanna,  in  a  swift  delightful  course.  Wyoming  is  distant  from  Eas- 
ton  60  miles — and  is  capable  of  great  improvement. 

This  settlement  did  consist  of  four  different  Towns,  before  the 
cruel  Butler  destroyed  them,  being  inhabited  by  upwards  of  one 
thousand  families,  who,  a  few  excepted,  were  entirely  ruined,  and 
such  as  he  did  not  kill,  were  left  utterly  destitute  of  every  necessary 
of  life,  and  obliged  to  fly  for  refuge,  into  the  lower  setlements. 

The  Lands  here  are  exceedingly  good  and  fertile  ;  The  river 
abounds  with  various  fish  in  the  Spring,  it  is  full  of  the  finest  shad, 
trout  and  Pickerel  are  also  plenty  here. 

In  passing  the  great  swamp  we  cross  several  fine  streams  of 
water,  which  all  abound  with  Trout.  The  first  is  Tunkhanna,  second 
is  Tobehanna,  the  third  is  Lahi,  these  are  all  branches  of  the  same 
river  and  under  the  name  of  Lahi  fall  into   the  Delawar  at  Easton. 

In  this  way  we  passed  a  second  swamp  called  Bare-swamp,  through 
which  runs  a  considerable  stream  of  water,  called  the  Ten-mile  run, 
said  to  fall  into  the  Schuylkill. 

Pour  miles  from  Wyoming,  Ave  cross  a  high  mountain,  which  will 
render  the  land-carrige  all  ways  difficult  from  Easton  to  this  place, 
could  the  other  difficulties  be  removed. 

The  long  stay  of  the  army  at  Wyoming,  was  owing  to  the  infam- 
ous conduct  of  the  Commissaries  and  Quartermasters,  imployed  in 
furnishing  the  necessary  provisions  and  stores.  And  finally,  when 
the  army  did  march,  it  was  so  scantily  supplied,  that  the  success  of 
of  the  expedition  is  by  that  means,  rendered  exceedingly  precarious.* 

The  army  was  delayed  at  Wyoming  by  the  above  mentioned 
causes  until  the  31st  day  of  July,  when  it  began  its  march,  and  at 
evening  arrived  at  Lahawannuck — about  10  miles,  here  a  fine  stream 
of  water  which  gives  name  to  the  place  falls  into  the  Susquahanna 
from  the  north-east  ward.  About  3  or  four  miles  beack  and  on  the 
other  sid  of  the  river,  is  the  place  where  the  Yankes  were  defeated 
under  Wyoming  Butler.      This  place  is  a  rich  bottom  on  both  sides 


*"  Sullivan  reached  Wyoming  on  the  Susquehannah  on  the  21st  July,  having 
delayed  his  march  by  waiting  the  result  of  extravagant  demands  which  he  con- 
tinued to  make,  for  men,  provisions,  and  equipments,  and  which  Congress  were 
not  disposed  to  grant." — AUen's  Revolution  II  p.  276.     [Ed.] 
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but  of  no  great  extent.     At  the  end  of  this   flal    ia   the   Spring  fall, 
a  brook  falling  from  a  high  mountain. 

August  1,  1779 — The  army  marched  to  Quilutimack  |7  tnilee] 
another  bottom  of  no  great  extent,  but  rich  land  —here  we  rested 
one  day,  to  give  time  for  the  boats  to  come  up. 

Aug.  3d,  1779 — The  army  marched  to  Tunkhanna,  |  12  miles]* a  line 
creek  falling  into  ye  Susquahanna   from   the   north-east     Hen 
almost  every  where  else  on  this  river,  the  mountains  are  exceeding 
high  and  generally  nigh  the  river,   the  flats   being  narrow,    a  few  <\ 
cepted.     The  flatts  all  rich  land.     Timber,  white  pine  pitch  &  relow 
— several  sorts  of  ash,  &  in  the  low  bottoms,  mirtle  (of  which  sugar 
is  mad)  Black  &   white   walnut,   elm,   Beech,   ash,  I5ass,  bickoi 
other  swamp  wood. 

Aug.  4th — The  army  marched  to  Vandelip's  farm,  |M  miles]  a 
good  plat  of  Bottom  land,  the  mountains  high  &  covered  with  g ;rass 
even  to  the  tops  in  some  places. 

In  this  days  march  we  passed  three  good  brooks  of  water  falling 
through  the  mountains.  How  hard  is  the  soldier's  lot  t ,  who's  leasl 
danger  is  the  field  of  action  ?  Fighting  happens  seldom,  but  fatigue, 
hunger,  cold  &  heat  are  constantly  varying  his  distress. 

Aug.  5th,  1779 — The  army  marched  to  Wybusing,  [10  miles] 
Remained  here  two  days,on  account  of  the  rain — the  difficulty  of  getting 
up  the  boats — &  Gen.  Sullivan's  being  unable  through  indisposition 
to  proceed  on.  At  this  place  is  a  plane  covered  with  English  grass 
of  an  extraordinary  large  growth  &  beautiful.  In  the  way  we  pas 
a  very  high  mountain,  from  which  we  had  an  extensive  prospec 
mountains  &  the  river,  a  most  beautiful  variety.  Coming  on  this 
flatt  we  find  very  large  trees,  the  largest  are  Button  wood — here  are 
many  Black  walnuts.  This  was  formerly  settled  by  Moravian 
Indians. 

The  army  marched  to  Standingstone  bottom.  [10  miles]  At  the 
end  of  Wybusing  flatt  we  pass  Wybusing  creek,  a  beautiful]  Btream 
of  water,  falling  through  the  mountains,  from  the  north-east  into  the 
Susquahanna. 


*  The  distances,  and  generally,  the  comments  upon   the  Boil,  timber,  fl 

in  the  margins  of  the  original. 
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This  day  ye  army  marched  some  time  by  the  river,  but  mostly  at 
some  distance  over  mountains  This  place  takes  its  name  from  a 
long  stone  standing  upright  on  the  opposite  shore,  which  when  it  fell 
from  the  mountain  above,  accidentally  took  that  position.  Here  is  a 
fine  soil  unimproved.     The  boats  made  this  place  with  difficulty. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  army  marched,  by  a 
narrow  pass,  along  ye  river,  some  times  by  the  water  side, 
having  an  high  mountain  on  the  right,  afterwards,  through  an 
exceeding  fine  tract  of  of  land,  of  considerable  length  in  which 
we  passed  V7eesaucking  creek  falling  into  Susquahanna  from 
the  north-east.  After  the  army  passed  on  the  declivity  of 
a  high  mountain,  overlooking  the  river,  by  a  narrow  foot  path 
dangerous  to  be  passed  by  a  single  person,  here  several  of  our  cattle 
and  pack  horses  fell  and  were  killed. 

About  sen  set  we  entered  on  a  fine  bottom  &  continued  our  march 
to  Sheshequanung,  six  miles  from  the  mountain,  a  beautiful  plane 
covered  with  grass;  very  necessary  for  our  hungry  horses  and  cattle! 

In  this  days  march  Col.  Procktor  landed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  and  burned  an  Indian  town  which  was  built  last  spring,  but  now 
abandoned,  consisting  of  28  logg  houses  covered  and  6  not  finished, 
called  Newtychaning — here  we  had  a  night  march  of  6  miles  through 
thick  woods  with  900  cattle  in  our  front,  our  Regt.  being  the  rear 
guard  this  day.  We  have  here  continually  rains  or  fogs,  in  the 
night,  &  very  hott  in  the  days  &  cold  nights. 

Aug.  9th — The  army  marched  to  upper  Sheshequannunk.  [15 
miles]  The  army  remained  here  the  10th  day  to  give  the  boats  time 
to  come  up.  Last  night  one  of  our  largest  boats  was  cast  awa}r  and 
everything  in  her  lost,  coming  up  a  rappid  ;  this  is  hard,  for  she  was 
loaded  with  7  or  8  tons  of  flower. 

Aug.  11 — The  army  arrived  at  Tioga,  This  day  [3  miles]  At  7 
o'clock  this  morning  the  army  marched  and  crossed  the  Susquahanna 
about  a  mile  above  our  last  camp — the  river  wid  and  rapid,  and  so 
deep  as  to  come  to  the  top  of  my  boots  on  horse  back ;  after  cross- 
ing we  passed  a  swamp,  a  small  distance  through,  and  then  entered  a 
beautiful  plaine.  This  plane  is  called  Tioga,  from  the  middle  of  which, 
we  crossed  over  the  Tioga  branch,  on  to  a  point  of  land,  which  is 
made  by  a  junction  of  the  Tioga  branch,  with  the  Susquahanna ;  on 
this  point  the  army  incamped,  with  our  rear  extending  along  the  Sus- 
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quahanna.     A.bont  a  mile  farther  np  the  two  rivi  <ach  each 

other,  within  a.  lit  t lc  more  than    LOO  yards,   and,    is  the  place  which 
we  expect  will  bo  fortified,  to  cover  our  boats  until]  we  ret  urn. 
It  is  remarkable  that  we  have  come  into  this  country,  by  :i  Ions 

and  difficult  march,  where  there  are  bu1  a  low  miles,  in  which  a  small 
party  of  our  enemy  could  not.  with  ease,  have   much    impeeded   our 
progress,  and  are  now  within  twelve   miles  of  one  of  their  consider 
able  settlements,  &  as  yet   have  never  Been  or  heared  any  thing  of 
them,  that  we  could,  with  sertanty  depend  upon. 

I  very  heartily  wish  these  rusticks  may  he  reduced  to  reason,  by 
the  aproach  of  this  army,  without  their  suffering  the  extreems  of  war; 
there  is  something  so  cruel,  in  destroying  the  habitations  of  any 
people,  (however  mean  they  may  he,  being  their  all)  that  I  raigbl 
say  the  prospect  hurts  my  feelings.* 

Aug.  12 — The  army,  leaving  the  invalids  am!  baggage  ;ii  Tioga, 
in  the  eavning  marched  for  Shemung,  an  Indian  town,  situate  mi  the 
Tioga  branch  of  Susquahanna.  We  arrived  in  the  morning  alter  ;i 
most  fatigueing  march  all  night  in  the  dark  through  the  woods.  This 
place  had  been  left  by  the  inhabitants  the  day  before. 

Genl.  Hand  advancing  with  his  brigade  about  throe  miles  farther 
on  was  fired  at  by  a  few  Indians,  who  killed  and  wounded  8  or  9  of 
his  officers,  and  men. 

The  town  was  burned  and  the  corn  was  destroyed  and  the  army 
returned  to  Tioga  in  24  hours  having  performed  a  march  of  full  in 
miles  in  24  hours. 

%*  A  break  here  in  the  diary. 

\:  gust  L6th,  1779 — A  Detachment  from  the  wholearmyco 
ing  of  1000  men  under  command  of  G-enls.  Poor  and  Hand  marched 
this  day  from  Tioga    along  the    west   side    of  the  Susquahanna  |l*> 
miles]  to  meet  Genl.   Clinton. 


*  The  course  of  Sullivan  in  "laying  waste  and  destroying  ever}  thii 
the  manner  of  his  savage  enemy,"  as  Allen  Btates,  was  severely  oommented  up- 
on at  the  time,  but  as  shown  by  Peabody  in  his  Life  of  Sullivan,  mxl  in 
snail's  Life  of  Washington,  the  General   only   carried   ou1    the  specific  in-- 
lions  received  from  the  Commander-in-Chief, which  were  "to lay  waste  all  thi> 
settlements  around,  in  an  effectual  manner,  that  the  country  may  be  do1  merely 
overrun,  but  destroyed."     Spencer's  1'.  S..   II  p.  51. — [Ed.] 
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The  army  incamped  this  evening-  in  a  beautiful  forrist  of  white 
pine. 

I  here  observed  a  plant  in  abundance  which  has  much  the  smell 
of  garden  ba!m. 

This  whole  country  abounds  in  fine  Porrists  of  White  Pine. 

17.  Aug.  1779 — The  Detachment  marched  [12  miles]  to  an  In- 
dian settlement  about  1  mile  below  Owego  and  incamped  on  a  beau- 
tiful plain  covered  with  grass  ;  just  before  we  came  on  the  plane,  the 
detach't  crossed  a  streem  of  water,  on  which  Owego  is  situated  a  mile 
above  these  places  were  all  deserted  last  spring,  their  inhabitants, 
only  a  few. 

Aug.  18,  1779 — The  detachment  marched  [18  miles]  to  an  Indian 
town,  deserted,  called  Cokonnuck,  of  about  50  or  60  houses  mostly 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  This  is  a  large  fine  flat  of  rich  land, 
covered  with  fine  grass,  such  as  clover,  spear  &  fowl-meadow  grass, 
and  the  natural  grass  of  the  county,  which  here  grows  8  or  10  feet 
high. 

This  days  march  was  rendered  very  difficult,  by  the  intervention  of 
several  hills  and  swamps.  The  land  rough  and  less  of  white  pine  & 
more  of  white  oak — we  passed  a  swamp,  resembling  the  great  swamp, 
only  it  was  small. 

We  heard  Gr.  Clinton's  eavning  gun.* 

Aug.  19th — This  morning  9  o'clock  Genl.  Clinton  joined  us  with 
urjward  ol  200  Boats  and  about  700  Infantry,  who  inarched  by  land 
— 2  pieces  of  cannon  in  ye  boats;  his  whole  number  it  is  said  con- 
sists of  1500  men.  11  o'clock  we  marched  for  Owego  &  arrived 
there  at  sor.set.  A  party  was  sent  out,  who  burned  the  town  Owego. 
The  lew  inhabitants,  who  remained  there  had  gone  of  the  day  before 
we  arrived. 

Genl.  Clinton  has  burned  all  the  towns  on  or  near  the  river  in  his 
way  down. 

Aug.  20th — A  heavy  rain  came  on  last  night,  which  prevented 
our  inarch  this  day. 


*  Allen  says  "  As  if  determined  that  his  march  should  be  no  secret,  a  morn- 
ing and  evening  gun  were  regularly  fired  during  his  whole  route.  He  seemed 
to  consider  the  enemy  as  already  in  Ins  power  and  made  the  most  absurd  boasts 
of  his  intentions  with  regard  to  them." — II,  p.  277.  [Ed.] 
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AUGUST    21st,    1779— Marched    ha.k     to    within    abOUl    «;  miles  ,,f 

Tioga  and  incaniped. 

Aug.  22d — The  army    under  G-enl.  Clinton  &  the  Detach'1  under 

Genl    Poor,  joined  the  army  at  Tioga. 

A  remarkable  circumstance  in  our  march  back  bo  Tioga,  ia  that 
every  morning  &  eavning  the  Detach'1  countermarched,  &  on  our 
march  every  day  had  our  left  toward  the  enemy,  &  our  righl  towards 

the  river. 

The  Detacht.  marched  the  16th,  at  noon  and  returned  the  22d  al 
noon  being  6  Days  out,  one  of  which  was  very  rainy,  &  performed  a 
march  of  80  miles. 

Genl.  Clintons  inarch  from  Lake  Otsego  to  Tioga — 

From    the    mouth    of  Tioga   to    Maokatawando   10   mile 
Owego  12,  to  Cokanunck  18.  to  Chenango  :>  miles,  toTuscarora 
3,  to  Anpuaqun  18  miles,    to  Unadilla    25,  to  the  mouth  of 
Lake  Otsego  67,  to  the  head  of  the  lake  8  miles.  |  162  miles] 

The  general  course  N.  E-. 

During  the  stay  of  the  army  at  Tioga,  4  Blockhouses  were  built 
for  the  defence  of  the  boats,  and  garrisoned,  by  the  Invalids  under 
command  of  Col.  Shrieve  &  the  boat  men.  Here  we  left  all  unnec 
essary  baggage,  and  all  the  women  &  children.  The  Genl  lefl  here 
2  6-Pounders. 

Aug.  26th,  1779 — Thursday — The  whole  army  marched  by  the 
garrison  of  Tioga  and  incamped  about  .'5  or  I  miles  forward. 

Aug.  27,  1779— The  army    marched   about   6    mjles  &   passed  a 
difficult  defile — broke  two   waggons,   overset    ,i    traveling    I' 
one  of  the  pieces. 

This  shows  the  difficulty  we  have  to  surmount  in  carrying  our  cannon 
forward.  Our  baggage  arrived  at  12  o'clock'  at  night,  here  we  found 
much  green  corn  &  beans. 

Aug-  28th— The   army    marched    to    Sheraung.   [12    miles    from. 
Tioga]  In  this  march  Maxwell's  Brigade,   the  artilery  &  Pack- hot 
forded  the   Tioga  twice,  to    escape  a    difficult    defile,    win      I  I 
Clinton,  Poor  &  Hand  with  their  brigades  passed  over  t;i<'  mount  i 
The  Genl  this  day   received  information    that  a    body  of  men  were 
fortifying  a,  pass  about    6  miles  in  front. 

Sunday,  Aug.  29,  177-9 — The  army   advanced  in  its  common  or 
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der  of  march, untill  about  the  middle  of  the  day  when  the  advance  receiv- 
ed a  fire  from  the  enemy,  whom  they  found  posted  advantageously  be- 
hind a  brest  work,  extending  about  2  or  300  yards,  built  on  a  rising 
ground,  having  a  brook  and  very  thick  brush  in  front  at  the  distance 
of  small  musquet  shot — they  were  about  1000  strong,  mostly  Indians 
under  Brandt — Butler,  however,  commanded  having  with  him  3  or 
400  raingers  and  Tories. 

Tha  Rifle  men  amused  them  for  some  time  with  a  scattering  fire, 
while  Genl  Clinton  &  Poor  could  gain  their  left  flank,  and  the  artilery 
be  properly  posted.  When  the  cannon  began  to  play  upon  them, 
they  ran  immediately,  in  great  disorder;  they,  then  attempted  to 
gain  a  mountain  on  the  right  of  the  river,  which  they  effected,  but 
G-enl  Poor  immediately  dislodged  them,  &  their  rout  became  general.* 

Two  prisoners  were  taken,  a  Tory  &  a  Negro  ;  17  men  were  killed 
on  the  spot,  who  our  people  found,  one  of  them  an  Indian  of  distinc- 
tion— their  number  wounded  we  dont  know,  they  must  have  been 
considerable.  We  had  only  3  men  killed  and  30  wounded, 
among  whom  were  a  Major,  Capt.  &  Sub'n.,  all  of  the  Hampshire 
troops. 

At  evening  the  whole  arm}^  arrived  and  incamped  in  New  Town, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  had  deserted  it  two  days  before. 

Here  we  fonnd  great  quantities  of  Cora,  beans,  pumpkins  &c. 

On  our  right  up  the  brook,  where  the  action  was,  at  some  distance, 
were  found  a  cluster  of  new  houses  covered  with  split  stuff,  supposed 
to  have  been  built  for  a  magazine  as  they  had  not  been  inhabited. 
From  the  manner  of  building  the  houses  here,  I  think,  the  Tories 
must  have  built  them,  and  the  corn  was  planted  after  the  manner  of 
the  white  people. 

Aug.  30,  1779 — The  army  remained  in  camp  this  day,  part  being 
detached  to  destroj'  the  corn  and  other  things  from  which  the  enemy 
might  hereafter  draw  subsistance. 

*  This  statement  scarcely  warrants  the  accounts  given  of  the  conflict  by  his- 
torians. Marshal]  says  (II.  p.  322)  "While  the  artillery  played  on  the  works, 
Poor  pushed  up  the  mountain,  and  a  sharp  conflict  commenced,  which  was  sus- 
tained for  some  time,  with  considerable  spirit  on  both  sides.  Poor  continued  to 
advance  rapidly,  pressing  the  Indians  before  him  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
occasionally  tiring-  on  them,  they  retreated  from  tree  to  tree  keeping  up  an  irreg- 
ular tire,  until  he  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill." — [Ed.] 
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The  Com'r-in-Chief  proposed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  each  Bri 
gade,  the  necessity    of  shortening   the  alowance    of  provision  ;  our 
stock  being  too  small  to  lust  long  enough  to  accomplish  the  design  of 
the  expedition ;  when  the  whole  army  almosi  nnanimously,  agreed  to 
subsist  upon  half  a  pound  of  Blower    &   half  pound  of  Beefpr  I 
a  striking  instance  of  the  virtue  of  the  army. 

This  night  the  Genl  sent  down  to  Tioga  in  the  boats  the  wounde  l. 
four  of  our  most  cumberos  pieces  ol  cannon,  and  all  the  waggons. 

An  extract  from  Genl  Orders  Aiu.  31,  L779  -Head  Quarters  10 
miles  above  New  Town,  after  the  army  had  agreed  to  accept  of  half 
rations. 

"It  is  with  the  higest  satisfaction  sincere  gratitude  the  Genl  ree'd 
an  acct.  of  the  cheerful  compliance  of  ye  officers  &  soldiers  of  the 
army  with  his  proposal  of  yesterday.  This  pleesing  proof  of  their 
virtue  fortitude  &  perseverance  added  to  the  striking  evidei 
have  given  of  of  their  bravery,  gives  him  the  most  agreeable  sensa 
tion,  and  demands  every  return  in  his  power.  He  will  endeavor  to 
expedite  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  as  much  as  possible,  and 
has  no  doubt,  but  with  the  supplies  on  hand  he  will  soon  be  able  to 
issue  full  rations.  He  assures  them,  that  as  soon  as  ii  can  be  re 
duced  to  a  certainty,  that  the  provisions  will  answer,  he  will  not  lose 
one  moment  in  ordering  the  full  allowance  to  be  delt  out. 

Least  any  doubt  should  arise  in  the  minds  of*  the  Troops  respect 
ing  the  money  to  be  alowed  in  lieu  of  provisions,  the  Genl  assures 
them,  they  shall  receive,  as  much,    as    the   provisions   would  coe 
this  time." 

Aug.  31,  1779 — The  army  marched  on  [10  miles]  and  found 
rough  and  mountanious  ground  for  the  first  four  miles  &  we 
several  fields  of  corn  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  In  this 
march  a  considerable  number  of  houses  lately  built  bv  the  Tories 
were  destroyed.  Here  we  passed  a  considerable  run  of  water,  falling 
from  the  N.  E.  into  the  Cayuga — from  this  place  we  left  the  river 
and  continued  our  march  over  a  level  country  about  a  north  CO 
very  good  marching,  it  being  a  wide  extended  plane,  with  scattering 
pitch  pine  trees. 

Col.  Dayton  was  detached  to  follow    the  enemy  np  this  branch,  he 
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did  not  evertake  them,  but  came  to  an  Indian  town  which  he  destroy- 
ed— -and  also  the  corn. 

Sept.  1,  1779 — The  army  marched  in  the  morning  over  an  exten- 
sive plane,  upwards  of  five  miles,  when  it  entered  a  swamp  having 
first  passed  by  a  large  marsh,  or  meadow,  on  our  right,  and  a  hiph  & 
steep  mountain  on  ye  left. 

In  this  swamp,  we  found  much  difficult}^  in  passing  with  our  can- 
non, &  pack  horses,  while  we  had  day-light,  but  when  the  night 
came  on,  it  was  greatly  increased,  the  army  marching,  as  originally 
ordered. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  in  this  swamp  we  first  began, 
about  the  middle  of  it,  to  desend  towards  the  Cuyuga  &  Seneka 
Lakes,  down  a  veiy  steep  &  high  hill ;  and  here  we  found  a  consider- 
able streem  of  water,  which  we  followed  the  rest  of  the  day  fording 
it  continually.  We  arrived,  about  9  o'clock  at  the  first  Seneka  set- 
tlement, called  French  Catharins.  [13  miles] 

In  the  morning  the  men  found  in  the  wood  an  old  Indian  woman, 
who  informed,  that  Butler  here  met,  two  da}rs  before,  a  number  of 
Indians  coming  to  join  him,  with  a  view  of  opposing  our  progress  ; 
but  they  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  turn  about  again,  and  face  this 
army,  he  immediately  went  off,  &  they  remained,  consulting  what 
was  best  to  be  done.  The  Old  Squaw  thought  to  be  above  80  years 
old,  expected  to  be  killed.  The  women  were  urgent  to  remain  at 
home,  but  the  men  urged  that  if  they  should  fall  into  our  hands  we, 
would  make  use  of  them  to  urge  harder  terms,  so  the  women  and 
children  left  the  Town,  son  about  an  hour  high ;  and  the  men  re- 
mained till  our  troops  arrived,  when  they  scampered  off  without  firing 
a  gun.  The  timber  white  pine,  Pitch  pine,  oak  and  in  the  swamp 
much  holm  Bass  wood  and  maple,  after  passing  half  ye  swamp  we  had  a 
high  mountain  on  either  hand  and  some  small  flatts.  The  land  rich 
in  ye  valle  &  stony  on  ye  mountain.  Here  we  found  plent}r  of  corn 
and  Beans  &  about  12  houses  a  high  mountain  on  our  left  as  we 
enter  ye  Town. 

This  days  march  was  so  exceeding  difficult,  I  mean  the  last  part 
of  it,  that  it  will  not  admit  of  description,  it  being  totally  dark 
&  through  a  thick  swamp — and  this  expecting  momenterily,  an  at 
tack  from  the  enemy,  our  army  totally   unacquainted   with  the  situa 
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tion  of  the  place  &  knowing  the  enemy  wen-  then'.*     French  Oath 
erins  is  distant  3  miles  froni  the  Seneka  lake. 

Sept-  2d,  1770 — The  army  remained   in  camp  this  day,  oui 
gage  being  anable  to  come  on,  in  the  dark,  the  nighl  before. 

The  Indians,  and  Torya  under  Butler,  certainly,  are  destitute  of 
the  spirit  of  soldiers,  or  they  would  not  suffer  08  to  make  Buch  a 
rappid  progress  without  any  resistance. 

I  am  sure,  a  few  men  of  spirit,  might  exceedingly  retard  our 
movements. 

Sept.  3d,  1770 — The  army  marched  a1  9  o'clock,  and  incamped 
before  night  12  miles  below  French  Catherines  in  the  woods.  This 
day's  marching  was  the  best  since  we  left  Wyoming;  bul  it  had  its 
difficulties.  Nine  miles  of  this  way,  we  had  the  Seneka  Lake  on  out 
left,  at  some  distance.  No  appearance  of  the  enemy,  tho  it  is  said 
by  our  spys,  that  they  are  in  a  settlement  within  two  miles  of  our 
camp — a  small  party  under  command  of  Col.  Smith  are  gone  to  Deal 
up  their  quarters.  Timber — Black  Walnut.  Hickory,  the  BeveraJ 
oaks,  the  several  pines,  much  ash,  Bass  wood,  maple,  elm,  and  shag 
walnut — &  the  only  chestnut  I  have  seen  within  LOO  miles — wry 
little  stone,  the  land  well  watered  &  part  mountaneous. 

Sept.  4,  1770 — The  army  marched  at  11  o'clock,  being  prevent.',! 
by  rain,  from  marching  sooner ;  however  we  made  13  miles  and  in- 
camped  in  the  woods. 

At  a  place  nigh  the  Lake  were  a  few  houses  about  I  miles  from 
our  last  incarmpment  which  were  deserted  last  night  aboul  the  time 
Col.  Smith  went  out. 

At  this  place  called  apple  town  is  one  of  the  finest  prospects  down 


*  "  Tie  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  this  swamp  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  was 
strongly  advised  not  to  venture  into  it  until  the  next  morning;  bul  he  persi 
and  a  miracle  only  prevented  his  obstinacy  from  bringing  destruction  upon  his 
men.    Some  of  the  defiles  through  which  he  had  to  pass,  were  so  narrow  and 
dangerous  that  a  score    or    two   of  Indians  mighl    !  -fully    disputed 

the  passege  against  any  number  of  men.     The  night  was  exc lingly  dark,  the 

men  wearied,  scattered  and  broken,  and  ready  to  die  rather  than  move  on;  bul 
the  Indian  scouts  who  had  been, senl  to  watch  them,  having  retired  as 
as  it  was  dark  under  the  full  persuasion  thai  no  General  in  his  senses  would 
attempt  such  a  road  by  night,  the  denies  were  fortunately  unguarded,  and 
the  Genera]  arrived  with  bis  wearied  army  aboul  midnight  al  the  town."  Allen 
II,  p.  278.— [Ed.] 
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the  lake,  that  can  be  imagined.  The  timber  of  ye  same  kind  as  yes- 
terday, and  very  good,  very  little  stony  land. 

The  land  on  this  side  is  fine  and  level,  only  near  the  lake  are  gul- 
lies, made  by  the  rain,  no  springs  or  brooks  of  any  consequence,  & 
the  land  generally  low,  &  I  think  very  suitable  for  grass. 

The  land  on  the  west  sid  of  the  lake  rises  very  gradually.  I  be- 
lieve most  of  this  land  would  produce  wheet  and  every  kind  of  grain. 

At  the  upper  end  of  this  Lake,  is  a  large  body  of  marsh.  &  bogg 
meadow  all  the  way  from  French  Catherines  to  the  water  of  the 
Lake.  In  this  days  march  we  passed  considerable  tracts  of  land, 
covered  with  the  wild  pea-vines,  equal  to  clover  for  horses. 

Sept.  5th,  1  779 — This  day  the  army  arrived  at  the  Town  of  Then- 
dara,  [4  miles]  near  the  [Seneke]  lake,  it  is  the  most  considerable 
Indian  Town,  I  have  yet  seen,  it  is  old,  having  Jarge  apple  trees, 
which  must  have  been  planted  many  years  ago.  Houses  covered 
with  bark  large  for  Indian  houses.  They  are  nasty  beyond  des- 
cription. The  land  continues  to  be  very  fine  and  finely  timbered. 
It  is  said  this  Peninsula  is  on  an  average  about  12  miles  wide,  and 
about  45  miles  long,  all  rich,  level  land  well  Timbered.  This  lake  is 
most  beautiful,  &  on  the  opposite  side  the  land  appears  very  level, 
and  has  a  gradual  rise — and  not  very  high  as  far  as  can  be  seen. 
The  inhabitants  removed  themselves  from  here  last  Thirsday,  as  we 
are  informed  by  a  deserter,  and  that  they  were  very  much  discor- 
aged. 

Sept.  6,  1779 — At  Shendara  [3  miles]  we  found  some  Corn  & 
Beans  which  was  gathered  by  the  troops  ;  But  the  cornstalks  &  grass 
about  the  town  was  not  sufficient  for  the  horses  &  cattle.  They 
strayed  away  and  we  could  not  march  'till  afternoon  when  after 
marching  about  3  miles  we  found  nigh  to  the  lake  an  abundance  of 
Pasture  which  induced  ye  general  to  stop.  The  Land  and  Timber 
on  it  equal  to  the  other  from  French  Catherines,  &  equal  to  any  in 
ye  world  I  believe — very  little  stony. 

Col.  Gansevort's  servants  missed  their  path  and  took  a  path,  which 
led  them  down  to  the  Cayuga  Lake,  where  they  fel  in  with  a  town, 
which  they  burned,  it  being  deserted  by  the  inhabitants. 

We  are  now  paying,  by  short  marches,  for  the  former  imprudent 
long  marches. 
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Aug.  (?Sept.)7,  1779 — The  army  marched,  &  having  created  at  the 

mouth  of  the  Seneke  Lake,  the  Ford  shallow  and  oarroW,  | 
through  a  narrow  defile,  made  by   the    Lake   00    one   side  &  0  deep 

swamp  on  the  other,  &  arrived  upon  a  plane  open  wood,  of  bat  small 
extent,  then  passed  an  other  long  defile,  made  as  the  former.  Tin- 
Land,  and  Timber  much  the  same  with  what  we  passed  over  the  last 
3  or  4  Days — no  hills  or  mountains  on  either  side  ye  river, 

Afterward  we  entered  a  thick  wood — Genl  Maxwell's  brigade  went 
off  to  the  right,  &  Genl  Hand's  with  the  two  flanking  columns  went 
off  to  the  left.  We  entered  the  Town  of  Conadasego,  [12  miles]  a 
large  Indian  settlement  one  of  the  principal  Towns  of  the  nation. 
some  time,  after  son  set. 

The  Indians  had  deserted  the  place  some  short   time  before  OUT 
arrival.     It  seems  we  are  not  to  see  any  more  of  these  people.      It 
was  expected  they  would  have  made   a  great   stand  at    this  p] 
Here  we  find  great  quantities  of  Corn  &  beens  &c. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  Indians,  win.  .put 
their  Towns,  &  suffer  us  to  destroy  them,  their  corn,  their  only  cer 
tain  stock  of  provisions,  without  offering  to  interupt  us.  The  land 
seems  to  be  a  good  deal  worn  out.  where  part  of  their  corn  is  planted. 
The  Indians  take  no  care  to  have  clean  water,  by  diging,  they  only 
use  brook,  river  &  Lake  water. 

Sept.  8th,  1779 — This  day  the  army  remained  in  camp  Col  Smith 
was  detach'd,  with  a  body  of  men,  to  destroy  a  considerable  settle 
ment  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  at  which  place  the  Indians  bad  B 
great  quantity  of  Indian  corn. 

A  small  number  of  men  started  from  the  camp  towards  the  I  '■< 
yuga  Lake  and  fel  in  with  a  considerable  settlement,  which  the  in- 
habitants had  abandoned,  and  destroyed  it. 

In  this  Town.  Conadasego,  are  a  considerable  Dumber  of  apple 
trees  20  or  30  years  old,  &  about  50  houses.  Here  was  Lefl  a  child 
about  2  years  old. 

Seft.  9,  1779 — The  army  marched  about  neon,  and  arrived  .it 
their  Incampment  a  little  before  son  Bet— having  passed  a  long 
swamp  about  four  miles,  in  the  whole  74  miles. 

This  swamp  is  the  first  black  ash  swamp   1  have  seen,  of  an 
sequence  since  I  left  New  Jersey.       The  Timber   in   the  swan: 
17 
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oak,  black  &  white  ash,  Beech,  Bass,  maple,  white  wood,  little  white 
pine  elm  &  Button  wood. 

The  swamp  was  very  difficult  to  pass,  here  two  of  the  carriages  of 
the  artillery  were  broke,  which  much  impeeded  our  march.  They 
were  afterwards  mended  so  that  we  go  on  well. 

Sept.  10,  1779 — This  day  the  army  marched  earry  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  passed  the  other  part  of  the  swamp,  which  was  not  quite  so 
difficult,  as  the  first  part.  After  we  were  out  of  the  swamp  we 
passed  a  tine  open  wcod  with  large  pieces  of  high  grass.  At  length 
we  came  to  a  beautiful  Lake  [10  miles]  the  north  end  of  which,  we 
passed,  and  at  the  narrowest  corner,  passed  the  out  Let,  which  was 
not  very  large.  I  rode  into  the  lake  about  10  rod  and  found  it  about 
2  feet  or  18  Inches  deep  and  believe  it  is  mostly  that  depth,  haveing 
a  white  sandy  bottom  &  the  water  very  clear. 

A  small  distance  from  this  Lake  is  the  best  built  Indian  Town  I 
have  yet  seen,  the  houses  mostly  new,  &  mostly  log  houses.  The 
Town  is  called  Shannondaque,  the  name  of  the  lake  I  can  not  learn. 

About  a  mile  beyond  this  town  was  many  fields  of  corn  nigh  to 
which  we  incamped  after  burning  the  houses.  These  corn  fields  with 
the  beensin  them,  amaizingly  lengthen  out  our  rations,  &  strengthens 
our  hopes. 

Sept.  1 1 — The  army  marched  very  early,  the  first  part  a  thick  Brush 
and  difficult,  after  that  broken  ground,  swamps  &  hills,  on-  the  hills 
much  grass  and  the  trees  scattering ;  the  swamps  thick  woods  and 
Brush.  Arrived  in  the  afternoon  at  an  Indian  town  called  'Angayea, 
on  a  fine  plane  with  a  small  streem  of  water  runing  through  it. 
Here  was  many  plats  of  Corn  &c.  [14  miles]  within  sight  a.  lake 
small  in  extent,  said  to  be  one  of  the  three  lakes  called  Seneke — and 
it  is  said  to  be  the  sourse  of  the  little  Seneke  river.  The  Land  this 
day  rich  eaven  on  the  top  of  the  hills. 

Sept.  12,  1779 — At 'Angayea  the  Gen'l  left  the  greatest  part  of 
our  stock  of  provisions  &  the  worn  ont  pack  horses  &  men,  and  50 
good  men,  1   piece  of  Cannon  under  command  of  Capt.  Cummings. 

The  army  marched  late  this  day,  being  impeeded  by  rain — in 
our  march  we  passed  the  out-let  of  a  lake  of  which  I  could  learn  no 
name. 

About  sonset   the   army   incamped  in  the  open  wood,   [11  miles] 
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Our  gen']  course  seems  to  be  near  south  west.      We  march. -d  much 
faster,  than  before,  aince  the  heavy  baggage  was  lefl  behind.     I 
more    chest  mil    timber    this  day  than   I  ha\f  seen  in  onr  whole 
march — passed  roach  good  land  even  the  hills  are  good 

Sept.  13 — The  army  marched  this  morning  al  boo  rise,  and  in 
marching  about  two  miles  came  to  a  settlement,  where  was  plenty  of 
corn  &c.  Cannehsawes  the  name  of  this  place.  Here  the  army  was 
impeeded,  by  a  creek,  over  which  it  was  impossible  to  pass  without 
making  a  bridge,  which  took  up  our  time  till  after  LO  o'clock.  The 
eight  before  Gen'l  Sullivan  sent,  as  I  have  been  informed,  a  party  of 
rifle  men  to  Genesee,  who  were  to  return  before  day,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lt.  Boyd.  This  party  proceeded  to  a  settlement,  and  re 
turned  part  of  the  way,  Lt.  Boyd  sent  in  some  of  his  men  to  inform 
the  Genl  what  discoveries  were  made,  and  remained  on  the  path 
himself,  with  the  rest  of  his  men,  waiting  till  the  army  should  come 
up,  in  this  situation  a  party  of  the  enemy  surrounded  them,  and 
killed  and  took  the  most  of  them;  onr  loss  in  killed  and  taken  was 
16  &  the  officer. 

The  army  marched  again  at  10  o'clock  and  crossed  the  bridge,  be 
yond  which,  it  crossed  a  very  high  hill  covered  with  open  woods — 
and  at  eavning,  arrived  at  a  small  settlement — I  suppose  the  fust 
of  the  Genesees,  where  is  much  corn  and  such  things  as  Indians 
raise  to  gubsist  npon.  After  the  Indians  had  surprised  onr  rifle  men 
they  pursued  such  as  had  made  oil"  and  fell  in  with  onr  Surveyor  one 
of  whose  men  they  wounded  and  took  all  his  instruments. 

In  this  affair  onr  people  killed  three  Indians,  We  expected  this 
would  be  the  end  of  our  labor,  but  we  arc  mistaken,  we  are  again  t<> 
march  on,  &  our  destination  is  beyond  conjecture.  [  10  miles.  |  All 
the  land  we  passed  this  day  is  good  and  the  swamps  ami  inter  vales 
surpass  any  I  have  seen  before.  Black  Walnntts  are  very  large  and 
well  shaped.  The  Quantity  of  Corn  in  the  towns  is  far  beyond  what 
any  body  has  imagined.  J  fear  the  methods  taken  will  he  ineffectual 
for  its  distinction.* 


*"They   burned   an    immense    quantity  of  grain.     <>m<   hundn 
thousand  bushels  of  com  were  destroys  1.  They   utterly  destroyed  forty   vil- 
lages aiid  left  no  single  trace  of  vegetation  upon   the  surface  of  the  ground.1 

Botta  II  p.  195.   [Ed.] 
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Sept.  14,  1779 — After  the  army  had  destroyed  the  corn,  which 
was  at  this  place  ;  it  marched  for  G-enessee.  [5  miles] 

First  we  passed  a  branch  of  the  river,  which  was  not  by  any 
means  rapid,  but  muddy,  and  advanced  on  to  a  plane,  through  a 
swamp  of  large  trees,  Black  walnutt,  &  white,  maple,  popular,  ash, 
Bass  &c. — this  plane,  at  first  apeared  to  be  about  two  miles  in 
length,  and  upwards  of  a  mile  wide,  lying  almost  east  &  west,  we 
coming  on  the  east  end,  and  the  view  was  obstructed  by  a  hill  not 
very  high ;  But  when  we  aproched  the  middle  of  the  plane  we  found 
it  open  to  the  right  an  amaizing  extent,  when  we  came  nigh  the  hill 
mentioned  before,  our  march  was  obstructed  by  the  Genessee  river, 
which  takes  its  course  through  the  hills,  and  at  this  place  enters  this 
extensive  plane,  and  winds  its  course  down,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  fol- 
low it,  in  its  course  it  receives  the  other  branches. 

Both  these  branches  being  united  the  streem  obtains  the  name  of 
Genesee,  &  in  some  maps  little  Seneke,  it  falls  into  lake  Ontario 
about  30  miles  from  here,  and  is  said  to  be  navigable  for  Battaud 
which  being  the  case,  there  may  be  an  easey  navigation  all  the  way 
to  Montrael. 

The  grass  on  this  extensive  plain  is  good,  the  wild  horses  are  very 
fond  of  it,  and  it  grows  as  high  as  a  man's  head  in  many  places. 

Here  we  had  a  charming  view  of  our  army,  which  is  the  first,  al] 
moving  in  our  original  order  of  march.  « 

The  army  here  crossed  the  river  and  assended  the  hill — it  contin- 
ued its  progress  to  Genesee,  over  several  sudden  hills  and  swamps, 
which  were  general  miery,  if  not  three  rods  across,  at  which  place  it 
arrived  about  sonset.  This  is  much  the  largest  Indian  Town  I  have 
yet  seen — having  about  80  houses,  it  is  built  mostly  of  small  logs 
and  covered  with  bark.  The  Town  is  situate  on  a  very  fine  plane, 
higher  than  the  other  large  plane,  which  has  generally  obtained  the 
name  of  flat,  or  bottom 

The  Indian  houses  might  have  been  very  comfortable,  had  they 
made  any  convenience  for  the  smoke  to  be  conveyed  out,  onty  a  hole 
in  the  middle  of  the  top  of  the  roof  of  the  house. 

The  Iudians  are  exceedingly  dirty,  the  rubage  of  one  of  their 
houses,  is  enough  to  stink  a  whole  country. 

At  this  place,  we  found  the  mangled  bodies  of  two,  of  the  men  we 
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lost  day  before  yesterday,  one  known    to   be  Lt  Boyd's,  which 
immediately  entered  with  the  usual  bonnoura  oi  war. 
These  dead  bodies  had  evident  Bigns,  of  their  having  Buffered  the 

extreemest  tortures,  from  the    virtuous  ami    faitlifull   allies  of  Great 
Britain  headed   by  a  Butler  and    Brandt,    these  dastardly    rechee 
not  having    bravery    to    fight    us,  wreek    their    vengeance  00    B 
unfortunate   men,  they  never  would   have  dared  to  meel    on  equal 
terms. 

The  whole  army  are  now  very  busy  in  dastroying  the  corn,  which 
is  aboundant  in  this  place.  Some  of  their  houses  were  lull  of  it.  hail- 
ing up  to  dry. 

This  is  not  an  old  place,  many  of  their  houses  being  new.  and  I  la- 
inhabitants  had  deserted  it,  only  the  day  before  we  arrive. 1.  here  tkey 
left  more  of  their  furniture,  than  at  any  other  place. 

A  very  pretty  brook  of  good  water  runs  through  this  town. 

The  Indians  observe  no  kind  of  order  in  their  building,  and  tnosl 
of  their  houses  have  a  small  additional  place,  built  at  one  end,  from 
which,  they  have  a  dore  into  ye  large  house — they  build  two  tier  of 
births  one  above  the  other,  on  both  sides,  and  have  fire  in  ye  centre. 

The  army  must  have  droped  the  prosecution  of  this  expedition 
jong  ago,  had  not  the  corn,  beens  &c,  which  it  found  from  place, 
subsisted  it.  The  first  of  Sept.  we  had  only  23  days  provisions,  a 
great  quantity  of  which,  must  inevitably  be  lost,  from  the  nature  of 
the  portage. 

Since  we  left  Tioga  we  lost  140  cattle,  most  of  which,  we  hear, 
have  since  returned  to  that  place. 

Much  of  our  flower  is  carried  in  bags,  &  often   Falling  oflj  and  strik 
ing  against  trees,  sometimes  filling  into  mud,   &  sometimes  into 
water,  as  we  pass  many  streems  of  water,  \  5  horses  are  committed 
to  the  management  of  one  clumsy  driver. 

This  instance  of  the  virtue  of  this  army  musl  exceed  any  yel  61 
hibited.  Tt  has  undertaken  and  performing  this  tedious  march  on  the 
bare  alowance  of  £  lb.  Flower  &  4- lb.  Beef  a  day  and  5  gils  of  Bait  to 
100  lb.  of  Beef — without  any  spirit,  for,  whatever  might  have  been 
at  Tioga  in  store,  we  could  find  no  way  to  bring,  but  very  little  on 
with  us. 

From  French   Catherin's  to  this   place,  95    miles  at    least,    is  un 
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doubtedly  the  best  land,  and  capable  of  the  greatest  improvement, 
of  any  part  Of  the  possessions  of  the  U.  States. 

Sept.  15th,  IV 79 — This  day  the  whole  army  was  imployed  in  des- 
troying the  corn  at  this  place,  untill  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  it  faced 
to  the  right  about,  set  fire  to  the  Town,  and  marched  back  to  the 
fording  place  &  repassed  the  Genesee  river,  by  son  set,  &  proceeded 
on  to  the  heither  end  of  the  plane,  where  we  encamped  in  the  eve- 
ning. [5  miles.] 

I  think  the  Genesee  flatt,  what  I  have  seen  of  it,  may  be  about  6 
miles  in  length,  and  half  that  in  bredth. 

Beside  this,  there  are  large  Swamps,  covered  with  fine  timber, 
almost  all  round  the  flatt,  the  soil  of  which  is  as  rich  as  can  be. 

Sept.  16tb,  1779 — This  morning  the  army  were  detached  early  to 
destroy  all  the  corn  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  place,  it  being  ver}r 
considerable,  which  being  effected,  the  whole  army  crossed  the  creek, 
and  pursued  their  old  route,  inverted,  to  the  place  where  Lieut. 
Boyd  and  his  party  had  been  surrounded  by  the  Indians  ;  here  were 
found  ded  and  scalped  so  many,  as  when  added  to  those  formerly 
mentioned,  make  the  number  17  including  one  Indian.  This  little 
party,  it  is  said  sustained  the  action  for  some  minutes  after  they  were 
completely  surrounded,  and  14  of  them  were  found  dead  on  one  spot. 

Conadesago,  Sept.  20,  1779 — Since  the  16th,  I  have  been  so 
unwell,  that  I  could  not  attend  to  any  thing  more  than  my  pains  and 
fatigue.  The  army  incamped  here  last  night  after  marching  upwards 
of  14  miles  from  a  small  lake  on  this  side,  Yannondaque. 

Yesterday  we  had  a  pacquet  arrived  at  camp  with  the  news  of 
Spain  taking  an  active  part  in  our  difficulties. 

The  army  marched  a  little  before  night  (the  Gen'l  having  detached 
500  men  to  move  across  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyuga  Lake  and  proceed 
to  the  Indian  settlements  on  the  east  side  of  that  lake  &  destroy 
them,  then  join  the  army  at  the  Tioga  branch.  Also  detached 
under  Col.  Gansevort  a  party  to  proceed  to  some  other  settlements 
near  Albany,  which,  are  to  be  destroyed)  and  then  crossed  the  water, 
which  flows  from  the  Seneke  Lake,  at  the  mouth,  and  incamped 
about  a  mile  up  the  east  side. 

Sept.  21,  1779 — 2£  miles  past  Candara.  The  army  incamped  4 
o'clock  afternoon. 
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Sept.  23,  1779 — The  army  rested  iii  b  deep  \alh-  aboul  three 
miles  above  French  Catharin's  and  about  1  I  miles  Bhoii  of  the  Bui 

quahanna 

Sept.  24,  177!) — This  afternoon  the  army  arrived  al  Konnawa 
holla  on  the  Tioga  Branch  of  Snsqnahanna — here  we  found 

of  onr  people  consisting  of  200  men,  who,  bad  with  boats,  brot  up  a 
considerable  supply  of  provisions.  This  place  is  about  23  miles 
above  Tioga.  In  this  days  march  the  army  passed  the  Allegane 
mountains,  which  is  the  highest  land  we  have  passed,  the  water  de 
scending  both  ways;  and  what,  is  very  remarkable,  this  mountain,  at 
the  place,  where  we  passed  it,  is  a  swamp  ol  white  pine  and  hemlock, 
&  is  very  wet,  altho  there  has  not  fallen  any  rain  of  consequeflce 
these  30  days  past. 

Sept.  28th,  1779 — Last  nighty  about  7  o'clock  I  arrived  al  Wyoming 
after  a  tedious  passage  by  water  from  Connawah  holla  which  I  left 
the  25th,  a  little  before  night,  having  obtained  perjnition  to  come 
down  on  account  of  my  bad  state  of  health.  By  water  the  way  is 
computed  to  be  130  miles. 

I  arrived  at  Tioga  the  26,  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  I  was 
very  kindly  entertained  by  Col.  Shrevee,  who  furnished  Col.  Smith 
with  a  boat,  and  necessary  assistance,  my  horses  were  brought  down 
by  land. 

Sept.  30,  1779 — I  reached  Easton. 

Oct.  2d,  1779 — Arrived  at  my  house  Morristown  having  traveled 
continually  on  the  way   every  day  since  the    15th    Sept    from   Qeu 
esee. 

["Sullivan  arrived  about  the  middle  of  October  ;it  Baston.  *  *  * 
Of  the  1400  horses  which  he  had  taken  with  him,  .".on  only  were 
brought  back.  His  childish  and  absurd  complaints  had  disgusted  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  as  well  as  the  Hoard  of  War,  and  the  ridicu 
lous  vanity  displayed  in  his  official  account  of  the  expedition,  ivii 
dered  him  the  jest  of  the  whole  army.  EEewasnol  long  able  to  bear 
this  downfall  of  his  pride  and  cansequence,  and  <>n  the  9th  .»  No 
vember  he  solicited  permission  to  resign."  (Allen  1 1,  p.  279.)  ,- 1 1  is 
officers  and  soldiers  addressed  him  letters  <>f  i hanks  and  felicitations 
which  were  also  made  public  by  means  of  the  press;  whether  thrv 
did  this  of  their  own  motion,  or  in  compliance  with  the  insinuations 
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of  Sullivan,  who  was  rather  a  light  man,  and  exceedingly  vain  withall 
is  uncertain." — (Bottall,  p.  196.)  ':  On  receivingthe  communications 
of  General  Sullivan,  Congress  passed  a  vote  approving  his  conduct 
and  that  of  the  army.  That  approbation/however,  seems  not  to  have 
extended  beyond  his  conduct  in  the  Indian  country.  His  demands 
for  militar}'  stores  fcr  the  expedition  had  been  so  high;  in  his  con- 
versation with  his  officers,  he  had  so  freely  censured  the  government 
for  its  failure  to  comply  with  those  demands;  in  general  orders,  he 
had  so  openly  complained  of  inattention  to  the  preparations  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  that  considerable  offence 
was  given  to  several  members  of  Congress  and  still  more  to  the 
Board  of  War.  *  *  *  *  The  endeavors  of  his  friends  to  obtain  a 
vote  requesting  him  to  continue  in  the  service  and  permitting  to 
retire  from  actual  duty  until  his  health  should  be  restored,  were  over- 
ruled and  his  resignation  was  accepted.  The  resolution  permitting 
him  to  resign  was  however,  accompanied  with  one  thanking  him  for 
past  services."   (Marshall's  Washington,  I,  p.  324.) 

In  volume  2d,  1st  series  of  the  Society's  Proceedings  will  be 
found  a  Journal  of  Lieut.  Barton,  during  the  expedition,  and  for  a 
well  digested  narrative  of  the  expedition,  with  full  references  to 
authorities,  see  Dawson's  Battles  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  I,  p. 
533.— Ed.] 
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Tbkntoh,  January  15th,  187  I. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  12  o'clock,  M..  m 
the  rooms   of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the   Rev.    II.w.u  i>   K.    Roqkbr 

D.  D.,  President,  being  m  the  chair. 

The  Recording  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the   last   meeting, 
which  were  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since 
May  last,  comprising   letters  from    Benson  J.    Lossmg,  LL.D.,   and 
Thomas  G-.  DeVoe,  Esq.,  of  New  Y"ork,  acknowledging  their  election 
as  Honorary  members,   and  of  various  other  gentlemen   accepting 
resident    membership: — from    the    Historical   Societies   of  Georgia, 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  Wilmington  Institute.  Delaware;    Historical 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio;  and  Essex  Institute.  Massac 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's   proceedings;   from  the 
Smithsonian   Institution  to  the  same  effect,  and   also  transmitting 
donations  for  the  library,   and  from   the  following    individuals 
accompanying  donations:  Mr.  H.  H.  Wilson  of  Philadelphia,    Hon. 
P.    T.    Frelinghusyen,    Messrs.    William    .John    Potts    of    I 
Augustus  W.  Cutler  of  Morristown,  J.  Smith    Kiithrv  of  Westches- 
ter, Pa.,  Henry  N.  Beach  of  Orange,  John   It.  Bufnel  of  N«-\\   ^ 
Jacob    H.    Studer  of  Columbus,     Ohio,    and    Rev.    W'm.    Hall    of 
Elizabeth;    from    the    University    Royal,    of    Christiana,     N 
Department  of  Instruction,  Washington  ;   New  5fork   Slate    I. 
and  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  also  transmitting  donations:  from 
18 
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Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Tenny,  Michigan  State  Librarian,  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  Louisville  Library,  and  Mr.  Edwin  C.  Bell  of  Pioneer,  Pa., 
enquiring  after  the  publications  of  the  Society ;  the  Department  of 
Education,  Washington,  asking  for  statistics  of  the  library;  Lieut. 
A.  D.  Schenck,  U.  S.  A.,  relating  to  the  neglected  condition  of  the 
British  General  Monckton's  grave,  at  Freehold,  Monmouth  county ; 
J.  J.  Howard,  LL.D.,  of  Dartmouth  Row,  Blackheath,  England, 
relating  to  some  foreign  publications  and  to  two  old  New  Jersey 
manuscripts  met  with  in  England;  Edward  Arber,  F.  S.  A.,  of 
London,  giving  information  respecting  the  publication  of  the 
"Stationers'  Company's  Registers;"  Messrs.  E.  A.  Carman  of 
Jersey  City  and  John  M.  Newton  of  Cincinnati,  making  genealogical 
and  historical  enquiries;  Mr.  Edwin  Salter  of  Washington  City, 
referring  to  the  confusion  of  dates  made  by  some  historical  writers 
from  not  appreciating  the  distinction  between  the  calendar  and  legal 
years,  prior  to  1752;  from  the  Hons.  John  T.  Nixon  and  Theodore 
F.  Randolph,  stating  their  inability  to  furnish  historical  papers,  and 
from  several  other  gentlemen,  referring  to  the  business  operations  of 
the  Society. 

In  relation  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Howard  of  England,  Mr. 
Whitehead,  stated  that  through  Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  the  Society's 
agent  in  London,  he  had  caused  some  inquiries  to  be  made  about  the 
manuscripts  referred  to  therein,  and  they  were  now  in  his,  Mr.  W's 
possession.  He  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Stevens 
expressing  some  apprehension  that  these  were  all  that  remained  of 
the  papers  of  the  West  Jersey  Society,  as  they  had  been  rescued  on 
the  way  to  a  paper  mill  less  than  a  year  ago,  and  promising  to  make 
further  inquiries.  The  documents  were  a  draft  of  the  commission 
of  Jeremiah  Basse,  as  Governor  of  West  Jersery,  dated  May  18th 
1697,  and  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
WestNew  Jersey  Society,  fromMay  15th,  1707,  to  January  23d,  1730. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  report  for  the  year,  showing  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $1,003.25.* 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  since  the  last  meet 
ing  of  the  Society,  another  number  of  its  "  Proceedings  "  had  been 
published,  giving  the  transactions  to  the  present  time.     The  number 

*  See  page,  145. 
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was  rendered  more  interesting   and  valuable  from   its  containing  the 
Diary  of  Dr.  Jabez  Camfield,   kept   during    Sullivan's    Expedition 

against  the  Indians  in  1779,  never  before  printed.  In  this  COl 
tion,  the  Committee  stated  that  this  is  the  third  Diarv  referring  to 
that  Expedition  which  the  Society  has  put  in  print  lor  its  more 
perfect  elucidation  ;  the  others  being  those  of  Lieut.  Win.  Barton 
and  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Elmer,  printed  in  a  previous  volume  of  the 
Proceedings.*  Similar  Journals  or  Diaries  of  Lieut.  Elmer  during 
an  Expedition  to  the  Canadian  frontier  in  177!).  of  Josiah  Clark, 
attached  to  the  Army  in  1778  and  1779,  and  of  ('apt.  David  Ford, 
during  the  expedition  into  Pennsylvania  to  quell  the  Whiskey  [nsur- 
rection  of  1794,  were  also  contained  in  previous  volumes,  +  and 
added  to  their  value. 

The  Committee  renewed  their  recommendation  made  to  the  mem- 
bers on  other  occasions,  to  secure  complete  sets  of  the  Society  pub- 
lications while  they  are  obtainable.  Of  some  of  the  volumes  there 
are  only  a  few  copies  left,  and.  as  they  contain  many  of  the  most. 
valuable  contributions  to  the  history  of  the  State,  the  opportunity  to 
secure  them  should  not  be  overlooked. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  additional  shelving 
for  some  time  needed,  had  been  provided  since  the  last  meeting  and 
the  entire  collection  rearranged,  greatly  facilitating  researches. 

The  manuscripts  had  also  been  rearranged,  the  catalogue  of  them 
made  more  perfect,  and  in  accordance  with  the  authority  given  them, 
an  iron  safe  had  been  obtained  wherein  to  deposit  such  of  them  as 
are  especially  valuable 

The  Alofsen  collection  of  works  relating  to  the  Rebellion  had  also 
been  catalogued.    This  valuable  collection  comprised  over  six  hundred 
distinct  works,  in  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  volumes:  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  of  the  publications  not  being  found  in  Bartleti 
logue  of  "  The  Literature  of  the  Rebellion." 

All  matter  referring  to  New  Jersey  requiring   it    had  oeen    hound. 


*  Volume  II. 

f  Volumes  II,  III,  VII,  VIII. 
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and  it  was  in  contemplation  to  proceed  with  the  binding,  of  the 
pamphlets  and  other  important  matter  referring  to  other  States,  as 
rapidly  as  the  finances  will  permit. 

It  was  extremely  desirable  that  some  member,  having  the  taste 
and  leisure  for  the  work,  should  feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  Society 
to  assume  the  charge  of  the  library,  but  as  yet,  the  Committee  had 
received  no  offers  of  service,  but  they  were  anxious  to  relieve  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  duty  assigned  to  him  at  the  last 
meeting,  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  was  feared  that  the  repeal  of  the  franking  privilege  might  operate 
unfavorable,  by  diminishing  the  number  of  public  documents  and 
other  works  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  from  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  heads  of  Departments,  but  they  had  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Hon.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  Representative  of  the  Sixth 
District  of  the  State,  that  the  Society  should  continue,  during  his 
term  of  office,  to  be  the  recipients  of  the  complete  set  of  Documents 
which  by  special  act  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  each  Representative 
for  such  library  or  public  institution  as  he  may  designate.  The 
Society  have  now  on  its  shelves,  through  the  courtesy  of  various 
Members  of  Congress,  an  unbroken  series  of  documents  since  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress,  inclusive  (1836-7),  and  a  large  number 
relating  to  previous  years,  as  far  back  as  1822,  so  that  it  may  be 
considered  the  most  perfect  collection  in  the  State. 

The  New  Jersey  documents  were  complete  from  1800  to  the 
present  time,  with  very  few  exceptions,  and  there  were  also  many  of 
the  years  preceding ;  but  the  session  laws  prior  to  1850  were  very 
imperfect.  Some  attention  on  the  part  of  the  members  would  doubt- 
less result  in  the  obtainment  of  the  volumes  needed,  to  make  the 
collection  more  complete  from  the  organization  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment in  1776.  As  it  was  hoped  that  the  library  was  destined  to  be 
a  permanent  depository  for  all  time,  of  every  thing  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  the  State,  every  one  interested  in  that  history  should  aid 
in  effecting  that  desirable  result. 

It  was  to  be  regretted  that  there  were  not  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee  wherewith  to  purchase  such  books  as  might  be  needed 
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from  time  to  time  to  render   complete   any  ] >;i rt i.-ul;i r  department  of 
the  library,  and  which  could  not  be  secured  by  donation  or  OZohfl 
An  endowment  for  such  a  purpose   from    any  of  the   members  would 

be  a  most  acceptable   proof  of  their   interest   in   tin-  objects  of  tin- 
Society. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  stated  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
authority  vested  in  them  at  the  last  meeting,  they  had  leased  to 
responsible  parties  the  lot  of  ground  on  West  Park  Street,  for  tin- 
period  of  five  years,  from  the  1st  of  April  next,  at  the  rate  of  four 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  used  for  mercantile  purposes  ;  a 
neat  brick  building  to  be  erected  thereon.  This  arrangement 
deemed  by  the  Committee,  not  only  equitable  in  itself,  but,  in  view 
of  past  and  pending  legislative  action,  also  necessary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Society. 

The  charter  of  the  Society  recognizing  it  as  an  institution  having 
no  private  ends  to  subserve,  but  intended  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  at  large,  exempted  it  from  the  payment  of  all  kinds  of 
taxes  and  assessments,  both  general  and  local.  The  last  legislature, 
however,  in  consequence  of  presumed  abuse  of  a  similar  pririlege 
by  other  institutions,  by  a  general  law  revoked  all  exemptions  from 
assessments  for  improvements,  so  that  the  real  estate  of  the  Society 
was  rendered  subject  to  such  assessments,  and  one  had  already  been 
made  upon  it.  It  was  also  understood  that,  among  the  amendments 
to  the  State  Constitution  proposed  by  the  "Constitutional  Commis- 
sion "and  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  legislature,  was  one 
which  would  take  away  all  exemptions,  and  subject  the  Society  and 
all  other  educational,  charitable  and  religious  institutions  to  the 
same  impositions  as  to  "all  State,  county,  township  and  city  hi 
and  assessments,"  as  if  they  were  established  for  private  emolument 
or  were  individual  enterprises. 

Should  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution  be  adopted,  the  effeet 
upon  the  Society,  whose  resources  were  so  limited,  would  be 
exceedingly  prejudicial,  and  the  Committee  thought  it  proper  t" 
bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Society  for  such  action  as 
might  be  deemed  expedient. 

The  Special  Committee,  charged  with  the  duty   of  oarryio 
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the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  March  29th,  1872, 
relating  to  the  obtainment  of  copies  of  the  Colonial  Documents  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  English  archives,  reported  that  since  the  last 
meeting,  no  further  documents  had  been  received.  Mr.  Stevens, 
the  Society's  agent  had  in  his  possession  when  he  last  wrote,  eight 
or  ten  cases  which  he  expected  shortly  to  transmit,  making  in  all, 
from  thirty -two  to  thirty-four.  "  The  documents,  so  far  obtained," 
said  the  Report,  "  are  those  which  were  designated  by  the  Com- 
mitted as  the  most  essential,  but  the  appropriation  was  exhausted 
before  all  of  that  class  were  copied,  and  there  are  others  which, 
although,  of  less  importance,  should  be  obtained  before  our  State 
records  can  be  considered  by  any  means  complete.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  Committee  have  thought  it  advisable  to  apply  to 
the  legislature,  through  his  Excelienc}^  the  Governor,  for  a  further 
appropriation.  It  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  State  that,  whatever 
documents  may  be  required  for  the  proper  elucidation  of  the  histor}^ 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  which  they  are  so  justly  proud,  should  be 
in  their  archives,  especially,  when  obtainable  at  only  the  cost  of 
copying. 

The  twenty-four  folio  cases  which  the  Commmitee  had  the  pleasure 
of  submittng  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  at  their  last  meet- 
ing, still  remain  in  the  library,  it  not  being  thought  advisable  to 
transmit  them  to  Trenton  until  the  remaining  cases  are  received,  as 
it  is  understood  that,  to  preserve  a  proper  chronological  order,  some 
rearrangement  of  all  the  documents  may  be.  necessary." 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  a  list  of  gentlemen 
whose  names  had  been  referred  to  them,  who  were  all  duly  elected 
and  further  nominations  were  received. 

The  President  appointed  the  Standing  Committees,  as  follows  : 

STANDING    COMMITTEES    FOR    1874. 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
Pennington,  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  Wm.  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee, 
Edward  Sealey,  Robert  S.  Swords,  Robert  P.  Ballantine. 
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Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  William  B.  M- .t t.  I.. 
Spencer  Goble,  John  0.  Johnson,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  Norris  ETalstead  B\  \\'<»l<-.»t t  Jackson. 
E.  M.  Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David    A.    Hayes,   David    Naur.    Rob'l 

B.  Campfield. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Mott,  J.  D.  Shotwell  and  Rev.  Mr.  Staddiford 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  Dominate  officers  Cor  the  ensuing 
year,  who  subsequently  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

OFFICERS    FOR    1874. 

President — Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  Bound  Brook. 

Vice-Presidents — Henry  W.  Green,  LL.  I).  Trenton;  Swum. 
M.  Hamill,  D.D.,  Lawrenceville ;  William  B.  Kiwi  v.  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — William  A.   WHITEHEAD,   Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — David  A.  Hayes,  Newark. 

treasurer — Robert  S.  Swords,  Newark. 

Librarian — [  Vacan  t.  ] 

Executive  Committee— Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.l»..  Newark; 
N.  Norris  Halstead,  Kearney;  John  Hall,  D.D.,  Trenton ;  John 
Clement,  Haddontield;  Charles  C.  Haven,  Trenton;  Petbb  S. 
Duryee,  Newark;  Samuel  Allison,  Yardville;  Theodore  I'. 
Randolph,  Morristown;    Hugh  H.  Bowne,  Railway. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  at  the  last  meeting 
in  Newark,  by  Mr.  Hayes,  authorizing  the  election  as  Honorary 
Members  of  residents  of  the  State,  was  then  taken  up.  Objections 
to  the  amendments  being  stated  by  Col.  Swords  and  Mr.  Whitehead, 
based  upon  the  consideration  that  residents  taking  snflicient  interest 
in  the  history  of  the  State  to  wish  to  become  connected  with  the 
Society,  should  also  be  willing  to  assume  the  active  duties  of  mem 
bership,  Mr.  Hayes  withdrew  it. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Whitehead  "On  the  oil 
cumstances  preceding,  and  leading  to,  the  surrender  ^  the  Proprie* 
tary  Governments  of  New  Jersejr  to  the  Crown  in  1  7  0.".." 

The   usual    motion   of  thanks   was    adopted,    but  in   answer  to  I 
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request  for  a  copy,  Mr.  Whitehead  stated  that,  what  had  been  read 
was  only  a  portion  of  a  revised  edition  of  his  "  East  Jersey  under 
the  Proprietary  Governments  "  which  he  was  preparing  for  the  press, 
the  first  edition  having  been  for  a  long  time  out  of  print. 

Col.  Swords  referring  to  the  suggestion  in  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  for  some  action  against  proposed  amendments 
to  the  State  Constitution,  offered  some  remarks  upon  the  virtual 
breach  of  faith  in  taking  away  privileges  after  they  had  been  con- 
ferred by  charter,  and  after  patriotic,  disinterested  men  had  given 
time,  money  and  energy  to  establish  institutions  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public ;  and  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  tins  Society  does  respectfully  remonstrate  against  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  change  in  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  which  will  take 
from  the  legislature  the  power  of  continuing  such  exceptions  from  taxation  as 
by  charter  have  been  granted  to  this  Society  and  other  Educational,  Charitable 
and  Religious  Institutions,  not  only  because  it  is,  so  far  as  this  Society  is  con- 
cerned, a  violation  of  the  good  faith  of  the  State,  but  also  because  on  general 
principles  it  is  opposed  to  the  true  policy  of  the  State  in  fostering  the  religious 
and  mental  culture  of  her  people,  the  cause  of  good  morals  and  her  progress  in 
civilization. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  preceding  resolution  be  forwarded  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  State. 

General  Halstead  on  seconding  the  resolutions,  spoke  earnestly 
agaiust  the  proposed  amendment  as  well  as  others ;  and  referred  in 
pointed  terms  to  the  injustice  of  imposing  taxes  upon  property 
acquired  by  literary  and  educational  institutions  through  the  liberality 
of  citizens  of  other  States ;  such  a  procedure  not  only  manifesting 
great  ingratitude  for  favors  already  received  contributing  to  the 
honor  and  welfare  of  the  State,  but  putting  an  effectual  stop  to  the 
reception  of  others  in  the  future. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  P.  S.  Duryee  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Sheldon  the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  their  hospitality  was 
then  passed  and  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  May  next. 
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Cincinnati,  0.,  June  6th,  1873.  ) 
No.  82  Broadway.  j 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Dear  Sir  : — Through  the  suggestion  of  Robert  Clarke  of  this  city, 
the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Series,  and  of  Simon 
Gratz  of  Philadelphia,  I  write  to  you  for  information  concerning  the 
Scioto  Company — that  Company  of  which  Col.  Wm.  Duer  was 
President. 

I  will  write  you  what  I  am  doing  and  then  you  will  see  what  I 
wish  for. 

A  few  months  ago,  Robert  Clarke  put  into  my  hands  several  manu- 
script histories  by  the  old  colonists  of  the  French  settlement  at  G-al- 
lioplis,  0.,  in  1790,  to  write  their  histoiy.  Of  course  you  are  aware 
that  Dr.  Manasseh  Cutler  in  obtaining  the  grant  for  the  Ohio  Com 
pany  which  settled  Marietta,  1798,  "had to  let  in  another  Company," 
which  the  Dr.  says  in  his  priva/te  jcurnal  of  the  transactions  was 
"  composed  of  some  of  the  best  names  in  America."  That  other 
Company  was  the  Scioto  ;  and  right  here  in  the  outset  of  my  inves- 
tigations, I  am  stopped  by  a  want  of  knowledge  of  this  Company. 
Of  whom  this  company  was  composed,  I  am  ignorant,  with  the 
exception  that  Col.  Wm.  Duer  was  President  and  Andrew  Craigie 
of  Boston,  who  formerly  owned  Longfellow's  residence  at  Cambridge 
Washington's  headquarters,  and  Royal  Flint  were  Company  trustees. 
Winthrop  Sargent,  the  first  Secretaiy  of  the  North  Western  Ter- 
ritory was  a  member,  as  also  was  Alexander  Hamilton,  if  one  can 
judge  by  his  published  letters.     We  know  that  Joel  Barlow  was 
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sent  to  Europe  as  agent  to  sell  these  lands  ;  that  having  met  with  no 
success  in  London,  he  proceeded  to  Paris,  where  in  1  789  and  '90  be 
sold  through  Wm.  Play  fair,  brother  of  John  the  famous  mathema 
tician,  and  Jean  Antoine  Chais  de  Soissons,  his  agents,  ftboul  50,000 
acres,  at  five  shillings  an  acre.  But  of  whom  this  Scioto  Compan] 
was  composed,  whether  they  had  an  organization,  what  its  proce 
ings  and  where  its  records,  I  am  profoundly  ignorant.  Dr.  Cutler 
says  in  his  manuscript  journal,  to  a  copy  of  which  I  hare  &CCi 
this  Scioto  Company  was  "kept  a  profound  secret,"  I  think,  cannot 
help  but  think,  that  the  whole  affair  was  a  sort  of  M  Credit  Mobilier." 
Certain  Congressmen  had  to  have  a  share  in  the  plunder,  and  when 
as  is  stated  in  a  late  communication  to  your  Historical  Society,  the 
rise  in  continental  certificates  made  the  speculation  a  losing  one.  and 
the  members  of  the  Society  saw7  that  their  agent  had  sold  the  French 
the  land  before  an  acre  had  been  purchased  from  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  would  have  the  reputation  of  being  swindlers.  No 
one  wished  to  have  his  connection  with  such  a  fraudulent  Company 
known  and  all  the  transactions  were  shrouded  in  the  blackest  dark- 
ness. Our  libraries  here,  to  which  I  have  free  access,  contain  over 
100,000  volumes,  and  are  rich  in  Revolutionary  matter  and  American 
History.  I  have  diligently  searched  in  these  without  gaining  any 
ground,  and  now  have  betaken  myself  to  writing  to  those  whose 
reputation  for  knowledge  of  our  history  is  wide  spread. 

I  learned  from  a  biography  of  Col.  Wm.  Duer  in  the  Knickerbocker 
Magazine,  that  the  "Duer  Papers"  are  in  the  custody  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  and  propose  going  there  soon,  bnt  1  wished 
to  hear  from  you,  as  I  thought  you  might  in  your  studies  have  hap- 
pened on  documents  which  would  throw  light  on  this  mysterious 
affair  of  the  Scioto  Company. 

Should  you  have  anything,  either  upon  this  subject,  or  records  or 
papers  of  any  of  the  Old  French  Colonists  of  Galliopolis,  and  would 
have  them  copied  and  sent  me,  I  would  gladly  pay  the  bill  as  Boon 
as  received  and  be  under  great  obligations. 

Hoping  that  you  will  excuse  this  intrusion    upon  your  time  and 
patience,  and  attribute  it  to  a  desire  to  be  thorough  and  reliable. 
I  am,  truly  yours, 

John  M.   Newton. 
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Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  Treasury  Dep't.,  | 
Washington,   D.  C,  Jan  5th,  1874.  ) 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Coresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Dear  Sir  : — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  disagreements 
between  authorities  as  to  the  dates  of  many  events  occurring  in  our 
State  a  couple  of  centuries  or  so  ago.  For  instance,  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  law  creating  the  four  counties  of  Bergen,  Essex, 
Middlesex  and  Monmouth,  is  given  by  some  authorities,  as  March, 
1683.  On  the  other  hand  Learning  and  Spieer  ("Grants  and  Con- 
cessions ")  in  several  places  expressly  say  that  the  session  when  this 
law  was  passed,  was  held  the  year  previous,  that  is,  March,  1682. 
And  the  general  reader  of  the  early  history  of  our  State  if  he 
attempts  to  solve  the  difficulty  by  referring  to  the  minutes  of  that 
General  Assembly  (published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  1872), 
will  be  more  perplexed  than  ever,  as  the  }rear  there  is  given,  168f 
which  the  uninitiated  may  imagine  leaves  to  him  to  take  his  choice 
of  years. 

The  occasion  of  this  disagreement  is  found  in  "  Grants  and  Con- 
cessions," page  74  in  a  note  quite  likely  to  escape  observation  by 
persons  referring  to  other  parts  of  the  book  for  dates.  It  is  as 
follows : 

"It  is  further  to  be  noted  that  the  ^legal  year  in  England  begun 
the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  but  the  historical  year  begun  the  first  of 
January  preceding,  and  in  Scotland  they  also  begun  the  year,  the 
first  of  January,  which  accounts  for  the  seeming  impropriety  of  dates 
of  some  of  the  foregoing  and  other  ancient  records." 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  legal  year,  1682,  did  not  expire 
until  March  24th,  1683,  and  all  laws  passed  in  1683,  previous  to 
March  24th,  would  be  dated  1682.  This  explains  some  things  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  (1682-1703),  above  referred  to,  which 
to  the  majority  of  readers  must  prove  quite  puzzling.  For  instance, 
one  daily  session  is  dated  March  24th,  168f ;  as  the  following  day, 
the  25th,  the  first  day  of  the  legal  year  was  Sunday,  the  next 
session  was  the  26th,  when  the  year  is  given  1683. 
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When,    consequently,  in   ancient   records  the   year  is  given    with 
the  right  hand  figure  expressed  like  a  fraction,  as  in  tin1  date  qui 
above  (168-|)  ;   it  means  that  the   upper  figure   is   that    of  the  Legal 

year  and  the  lower,  that  of  the  historical  year. 

Hence  the  bill  establishing  the  four  comities   of  Bergen,    E 
Middlesex  and  Monmouth,  became  a  law,  as  we  now   reckon   dates, 
March  7th,  1683.     (Jour.  Fro.  Gen.  Assembly,    1682-1703.) 
The  custom  of  beginning  the  legal  year  on  the  2.3th  of  March,  was 
abolished  by  an  English  statute  which  went  into  effect,  January   Let, 
1752. 

The  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  is  known  in  England  as  •  Lady 
Day,"  from  its  being  kept  as  the  fesrival  of  the  Annunciation  ;  being 
an  abbreviation  of  the  old  term  "Our  Lady's  Day,'"  or  the  "  l>a\  of 
our  Blessed  Lady." 

Among  farmers  in  some  sections   of  our  country,  the   day  is  still 

considered  as  a  sort  of  New  Year,  it  being  the  day  when  possession 

is  given  to  farms  bought  or  rented,  and   I  have  heard  the   tradition 

from  old  citizens  of  Burlington  county  that  the  day  was  set  apart  for 

this  purpose  by  the  early  settlers,  because  it  was  the  beginning  of 

the  English  legal  new  year.  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin    S  autre. 


fmtoitt  fUmbm  t&httik 

MAY   1,    1874. 

John  H.  Chambers,  Bloomfield. 

J.  Ogden  Clark,  Montclair. 

Theodore  Coe,  Newark. 

Henry  Congar,  Newark. 

Augustus  C.  Cutler,  Morristown. 

Rev.  Prentiss  De  Veuve,  Newark. 

Henry  W.  Wilson,  Newark. 

J.  Daggett  Hunt,  Summit. 

Theodore  Little,  Morristown. 

Win.  Van  Vleck  Lidgerwood,  Morristown. 

Anthony  G.  McComb,  Bloomfield. 

James  Neilson,  New  Brunswick. 

Lewis  W.  Oakley,  M.D.,  Elizabeth. 

Wm.  Sutphen,  Lesser  Cross  Roads,  Somerset  Co. 

Jacob  W.  Crane,  Newark. 
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ANNOUNCED    JANUARY     15th,     1874. 

From  Cortland  Parker,  Esq. — Brief  of  New  Jersey  to  Pea  Patch 
Island,  with  opinion  of  Garret  D.  Wall,  June  9,  1834,  and  charge 
of  Justice  Baldwin  of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  relative  thereto, 
1836. 

Address  upon  Abraham  Lincoln,  before  the  Lincoln  Post,  June 
26,  1872.       1   8vo. 
From  the  Publishers — Am.    Bibliopolist    Vol.    V.,   Nos.    52    to    56, 

inclusive. 
From  the  Hon.    F.    T.  Frelinghuysen — Report   of  the   Select    Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate   on  the  condition  of  affairs  in    the  Insurrec- 
tionary States,   1872.     12  Vols.,   8vo. 

Compendium  of  Ninth  Census,  1870. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  U.  S.  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,    1861-5.     Part  1st,  2  Vols.,  quarto. 

Memorial  Address,  on  Hon.  John  Covode,  delivered  in  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Report  of  Explorations  and  Surveys  for  a  Ship  Canal  over  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.     1  Vol.,  quarto. 

Message  and  Documents,  abridged,  1872-3.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

British  Counter-Case  at  Geneva.      1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Proceedings  of  Special  Session  of  Senate  of  U.  S.,  May  14  to 
26,  1873.     Vol.  I.      1  Vol.,  quarto. 

Land    Office  Reports,   1868,   Vols.  3  and  4 ;   1869,    Vols.   1,   2 
and  3. 
From    Thomas    F.    Bevoe,    Esq. — Catalogue    of    the     Museum    and 
Gallery  of  Art  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Twenty  First  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  State  Parks  of 
State  of  New  York. 

Proceedings  of  Joint  Investigating  Committee  to  examine  ac- 
counts of  City  and  County  of  New  York. 
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Report  of  the  Condition  of  the  Public  Markets  of  New  York, 
by  T.  F.  Devoe,   1873. 

The  Cultivator.     Vol.5.   1838-9.     Albany. 

Longworth's  New  York  Directory,  1833. 

Mannal  of  Corporation  of  City  of  New  York,    L865. 
From  Mr.   H    II.    Wilson — In    Memoriam :     John    White     Geary. 
By  the    Surviving    Staff   Officers    of  Major  Gen.    Geary.     1    Vol., 

quarto. 
From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society —     The  Annals  of  Iowa  for  April, 

1873.      Vol.  XL,   Nos.  2  and  3. 
From  J.    Smith   Futhey,  Esq. — Historical    Discourse   on    the    150th 
Anniversary  of  the  Upper  Octorara  Presbyterian  Church,  Chester, 
Penna,   September  14,   1870. 
From  the  Newark  Board  of  Trade — Holbrook's  Directory  of  Newark, 
1872. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board,  1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  Congressional  Convention,  held  in  St.  Louis, 
May,   1873. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Wilmington  Board  of  Trade,  1873, 

Proceedings    of  the   Sixth    Annual   Meeting    of   the    National 

Board  of  Trade,  held  in  Chicago,  October,  1873. 
From  the  Publishers,     Chase  &  Towne,   Philadelphia — The    American 
Historical  Record  and  Repertory  of  Notes  and  Queries.     Edited 
by  Benson  J.   Lossing,  L.L.D.     Vol.  II,   Nos.   19—24. 
From    Mrs.   Alfred    Chester,   Elizabeth,   through    Rev.     Wm.    Hall — 

Southern  Rights  and  Northern  Duties,  in  the  present  crises— 
a  Letter  to  Hon.  Wm.  Pennington,  by  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Baird, 
D.D.,   1861. 

Report  of  School  Superintendant  of  N.  J.,  for  1849. 

Sermon  on  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  by  Rev. 
W.  H.  Hornblower,  Paterson. 

Address  on  the  Study  of  History  before  the  Young  Ladies1 
Seminary,  Freehold,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  Robert  Davidson,  D.D.,  1843. 

History  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Charleston,  S.  G,  to 
1814.     By  David  Ramsay,  M.D.,  1825. 

Four  Sermons  and  Address  connected  with  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  Princeton,    1828  to   1854. 
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Semi-Centennial    Catalogue    of  the  Theological    Seminary    of 
Princeton,    1812  to   1862. 

A  Plea  for  the  Seminary,   delivered  before   the  Presbytery  of 
New  Brunswick,    1818,  by  Philip  Lindsley. 

Seven  Obituary  Sermons  and  Addresses. 

Seven  Thannksgiving  Sermons,  1838 — 1866. 

Two  Fast  Day  Sermons,   1841-49. 

Address  before  the  Alumni  of  the  Ohio  University,  1850,    by 
D;  V.  McLean,  D.D. 

Six  Addresses  before  the   Societies,  &c,  of  Princeton  College, 
1831—62. 

Four  Addresses  at  La  Fayette  College,  Baston  1841 — 64. 

Obituary  Addresses  in   Congress,   on  the  death  of  Hon.  W.  R. 
King  and  President  Tyler. 

Two  Addresses  at  Rutgers  College,   1830-31. 

Catalogues  of   the  Theological  Seminary    at    New  Brunswick' 
,      1843  and  1857. 

Trial    of  Rev.    Alex.  Cumming    vs.    Edward    Arrowsmith,   for 
slander,  New  York,    1810. 

Minutes    of  Convention   held  on  the   15th  Anniversary  of  the 
formation  of  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  March  15,  1854. 

Reports  on  Lunatics,    by  Joint   Committee  of  the  New  Jersey 
Assembly,  1841. 

Memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  in  behalf  of  Idiots, 
Epileptics,  and  Insane  Poor,  by  Dorothy  L.  Dix,  1845. 

Annual  Report  of  Missionary  Societ}r  of  New  Jersey,  1826. 

Address  before  the  Synod  of  New  Jersejr,   by  Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.. 
Treasurer,  in  1857. 

Appeal  for  Female  Education  on  Christian  Principles,  with  Pro- 
spectus of  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Burlington,  1837. 

Eighteen   Sermons    on  various   subjects  by  different   American 
Divines — (Griffin,  Barry,  Symmes,    Magie,    Hornblower,  Sprague. 
&c.)— 1821-68. 
From    the    Smithsonian    Institution — Contributions    to    Knowledge. 
Vol.   XVIII.      1   Vol.,   quarto. 

Annual  Report  of  Regents. 
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From  J.  J.   Ilouuird,     L.L.D.,     Blackhrnth,    I\>„t,     Bug,  —  Miscollaiira 

Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  for  April  and  May.   1st:1.. 
From  the  Church — The  First  Centennary  of  the  North    Church    and 

Society,  in  Salem,  Mass.     Commemorated  July  19,  1873. 
From  Mr.  Wm.  Nelson — Manual    of  Board  of  Chosen     freeholders 

County  of  Passaic.     1   Vol.,  12 mo. 
From  Royal  University  of  Norivuy,  at  Christian* — Recherohes  Bur  la 
Chronolo^ie  Egyptienne,    par   J.    Lieblein.    Christiana,    1873.      1 
Vol.,  8vo. 

Account  of  the  Ancient   Vessel   found    in  the  Parish  of  Tune. 
Norway,   Christiana,  1872,  and  four  others. 
From    Mr.     Wm.   John    Potts,     Camden — Journal  of  Frances    Anno 

Butler.     2  Vols.,    12mo.,  Phila,,  1835.  2  12mo. 
From  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.D.,  Boston — American  Journal  of  Numis- 
matics.     Vol.    VI.,    Nos.    1-4.      Vol.    7,   Nos.  1  and  2.      January, 
1871   to  October,    1872. 

Sketch  of  the  Life  and  some  of  the  Works  of  John  Singleton 
Copley,  R.  I.,  by  Augustus  Thorndike  Perkins,  1873. 

Description  of  Copley's  Picture  of  King  Charles  I,  demand 
ing,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  five  impeached  members, 
A.D.   1641—2,   Boston,    1859. 

Five  Sermons  by  Rev.  Dr.  Chandler  Robbins  and  Alexander 
H.  Vinton,   Rev.  Rufus  P.  Ellis  and  Wm.  P.  Lunt. 

City  of  Boston  Digest  of  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  relating  to 
the  Public  Health,    1873. 

Catalogue  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,    187.'!.      1    Vol.,  8vo. 
Catalogue  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  1858-9. 
Loss  of  the  Sparrow  Hawk  in    1626 — remarkable    preservation 
and  recent  discovery  of  the  wreck,  Boston,  1865. 

The  Opium  Trade  as  carried  on  in  India  and  China,  by  Nathan 
Allen,   M.D.,  Lowell,  1853. 

Civil  Record  of  Major  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas,    1871. 

Means  for  making  the  Highways  of  the    Ocean    more  sale,    by 
R.   B.  Forbes,   Boston.  1867. 
Miscellaneous  Reports,  &c. 
20 
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From  Mr.  Joel  Munsell,  Albany — Webster's  Almanac,    1870-1-2-3, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Massachusetts  Civil  List  for  the  Colonial  and  Provincial  Periods, 
1630-1774,  by  Wm.  H.  Whitmore.     1  Vol.,  8vo.,    1870. 

Memoir  of  John  Daly  Burk.  author  of  a  History  of  Virginia, 
by  Charles  Campbell.     1   Vol.,   8vo.     1872. 

Albany  Penitentiary  Laws.     1  Vol.,  8vo.,    1872. 

The  Stabat  Mater  and  other  hymns,  translated  by  John  D.  Van 
Buren.     1   Vol.,   12mo.     1872. 

Memorial  of  Hon.  William  Kelly,  by  Marsena  R.  Patrick, 
1873. 

Proceedings  at  the  Inauguration  of  Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter, 
D.D.,  as  President  of  Union  College,  June  26th,  1872,  with  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  President   Albany,  1872. 

Reports  of  various  Albany  Institutions,    1871-2-3. 

History  of  Trinity  Church,  Albany,  by  Rev.  Edward  Selkirk, 
1870. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  City  of  Albany.  Report  of  Com- 
mittee of  Albany  Institute. 

Water  Supply  of  Constantinople,  by  Henry  A.   Hawes,  1872. 

Catalogue  of  Hart  wick  Seminary,   1872. 

Catalogue  of  St.  Stephen's  College,  Annandale,  New  York, 
1872. 

Minutes  of  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Rensselaerville  Baptist 
Association,   1871. 

Constitution  of  State  and  Subordinate  Lodges,  adopted  Feb. 
1871. 

A  Paper  on  Botany,  Charles  H.  Peck,  1872. 

On  certain  New  Phenomena  in  Chemistry,  by  Verplanck  Colvin, 
1872. 

Gov.  Hoffman's  Veto  of  New  York  Charter,  1872. 

Nitro  Glycerine  as  used  in  the  Construction  of  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel. 

Report  to  Albany  Institute  on  the  Progress  of  Zoology  in  1870, 
by  Geo.  F.  Stevens,  M.D. 

Chief  Justice  Taney,  a  Sketch  and  Criticism,  by  Isaac  Edwards, 
1873 
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Address  before  the  Albany  Institute,  by  Orlando  Mead,  1871. 

By-Laws  of  Hebron  Cemetery  Association,  1872. 

Minutes  of  the  54th  Annual  Session  of  New  York  Eastern 
Christian  Conference,  at  Otsego,  June  6,  1872. 

Tariff  of  Albany  Board  of  Underwriters,  1873. 
From  the  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Essex   Institute.      Vol.  V.,  Nos. 

3,  4  and  5,  March,  April  and  May,  1873. 
From  Miss  Hull,  through  A.  C.  Cutler,  Esq. — Commission  from  Wm. 
Franklin,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  to  Thomas  Kinny,   as  Cornet  of 

a  troop  of  horse,  commanded  by  Samuel  Tuthill,  Oct  12,  17*51. 
From  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office — Official  Gazette  and  Monthly  Volumes 
of  Patent  Office,   with  General  Index,    from  January   to   Decem- 
ber, 1872. 

Official    Gazette.     Vol.    III.,    Nos.    18—25.,    Vol.   IV.,    Nos. 
1—26. 
From  Col.  R.  S.  Swords — Catalogue  of  Columbia  College,  1872-73. 

President's  Annual  Report  of  Columbia  College,  1873. 

MS.  Statement  of  the  Passengers  carried  between  New  York 
and  Newark  on  Penna.  R.R.  in  1872. 

Constitution  of  the  Association  of  the  Alumni  of  Columbia 
College,  with  List  of  Members,  September,  1873. 

Engraved  Likenesses  of  Alex.  A.  Stephens,  A.  T.  Torbert, 
(Am.  Consul  Gen.  at  Havana),  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Hon. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  and  Horace  Greely. 

Proposed  Changes  in  the  Telegraphic  System,  by  G.  G. 
Hubbard. 

Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  the  Conservatory  of 
Music,  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,    1872-73. 

Catalogue    of  the    Officers    and    Students    of     Yale    College 
1873-74. 
From    U.    S.    Bureau   of  Education — Report  of  the  Commission  of 
Education  for  the  year  1872,    1    Vol.,  8vo.,   and    Circulars  of    In 
formation,   Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4. 
From  Rev.  Samuel  Hall — Journal  of  the  General  Convention  of   the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  1871.    1   Vol.,  8vo. 

Journal  of  the  89th  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Kpiscopal 
Church  of  New  Jersey,  1872. 
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Acts  of  Third  Congress  1  Session,  1793.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 
Notes  on  Virginia,  by  Thos.  Jefferson.   1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From  Mr.  Manning  Daniels — A  block  of  "  Coquena,"  from  the  Quarry 
on  Anastatia  Island,  near  St.   Augustine,  Florida. 

From  S.  Staats  Morris,  Esq.,  History  of  the  Revolution  of  Portugal, 
from  the  foundation  of  that  Kingdom,  to  the  year  1567,  with 
letters  of  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  during  his  embassy  there.  1 
Vol.,  8vo.     London,  1740. 

Regulation  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  troops  of  the  U. 
S.,  by  Baron  de  Steuben.     New  York,  1807.     1  Vol.,  12mo. 

Life  of  George  Washington,  by  George  Covey.  New  York, 
1807.     1  Vol.,  12mo. 

Travels  through  the  United  States  of  North  America,  &c,  in 
1795-96  and  '97,  by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt. 
London,  1799.      1  Vol.,  4to. 

Trustees  of  the  New  York  State  Library — Meteorological  Observations 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  1850  to  1863.  Second  Series,  by 
Franklin  B.  Hough.     Albany,  1872.     1  Vol.,  4to. 

Annuals  of  Public  Education  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from 
1626  to  1746,  by  Daniel  J.  Pratt,  A.  M.,  Albany,  1872.  1  Vol., 
8vo. 

Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  State  Library,  for  1872. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  State  Cabinet,  1866-7-8  and  '70.  1 
Vol.,  8vo.,  and  3  pamphlets,  8vo. 

Calendar  of  New  York  Colonial  Manuscripts;  Endorsed  Land 
Papers,  1643  to  1803.     Albany,  1864.      1  Vol.  8vo. 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd — Manuscript  accounts  of  Major 
Rutherfurd,  for  transportation  of  eighty-one  officers  and  men  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia,  June,  1755,  with  vouchers. 

Accounts  of  John  Rutherfurd  with  East  Jersey  proprietors. 
April  15th,  1785. 

General  account  of  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  as  Colonel  and  Pay. 
master  of  New  Jersey  Forces,  1759  and  1760,  as  settled  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Assembly. 

Other  minor  documents. 
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From  Isaac  L.  Peet,  LL.D.,  Principal  of  the  New  Y,,,-k  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb ;  and  Prof.  J.  R.  linnet,  of  the  MNt&  — 
American  Annals  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  from  Vols.  IX  to 
XVIII,  inclusive. 

Reports  of  the  New  York  Institute,  from  the  19th  to  the  54th, 
inclusive. 

"The  Psychical  Status  and  Responsibility  of  the  totally  unedu- 
cated Deaf  and  Dumb.  By  Isaac  Lewis  Peet,  A.  M.  Principal 
of  the  New  York  Institute,  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb."     1  Pamphlet,  8vo. 

A  Summary  of  the  Recorded  Researches  and  Opinions  of 
Harvey  Prindle  Peet,  Ph.D.  LL.D.  By  Henry  Winter  Syle, 
A.  M.     New  York. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Advance ;  copy  of  a  paper  published  at  Jack- 
sonville, Illionois.  September,  1873,  with  a  biography  of  J.  R. 
Burnet. 

From  Harriet  A.  Jenny,  State  Dibrarian — The  Capital  of  Michigan. 
Its  advantages  as  a  Centre  of  Trade,  &c. 

From  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society — Assembly  and  Senate 
Journals,  Laws,  local  and  general,  Governor's  Messages,  with 
accompanying  documents,  from  1868  to  1873,  inclusive.  32 
Vols.,  8vo. 

Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin.     2  Vols..  8vo. 

Catalogue  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Library.      1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society,  from 
1870-'73.     3  Vols.,  8vo. 

From  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Beatty,  D.D  ,  Steubenville,  0.,  per  IT.  I  hill — 
Record  of  the  Family  of  Charles  Beatty,  who  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  America,  in  1729.  Edition  of  150  copies;  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  family  connection  only. 

From  Rev.  Jno.  L.  Watson,  Orange,  N  J. — Memoirs  of  the  Mars- 
tons  of  Salem,  with  a  Genealogy  of  some  of  their  descendants. 
1873. 
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From  the  Surveyors'  Association,  West  Jersey — Proceedings,  Consti- 
tutions, By-Laws,  List  of  Members,  &c,  of  the  Surveyors'  Asso- 
ciation of  "West  New  Jersey.     1873. 

From  Mrs.  Jacob  Vanarsdale — Manuscript  sermon  preached  at  the 
opening  of  the  new  meeting  house,  at  Springfield,  N.  J.,  Nov 
30th,  1791,  by  Rev.  Jacob  Vanarsdale. 

From  Mr.  John  I.  Young — A  broad  side  by  Jonathan  Clark  of 
AJbany,  New  York,  laudatory  of  "  The  First  Great  "Western 
Empire,  or  the  United  States  of  America,"  containing  illustratious 
wood  cuts  and  likenesses  of  Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson  and 
Madison.     Eighth  Edition.     June,  1812. 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rutherfurd — Unexecuted  Lease  from  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  to  James  Emans,  September  20th,  1784,  for 
Lot  in  Vesey  street. 

Exemplified  copy  of  the  Act  for  running  Line  between  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  passed  by  New  Jersey  Assembly,  Febru- 
ary 18th,  1747. 

From  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society — Twenty-Third  and  Twenty- 
Fifth  Annual  Reports  on  Public  Schools  of  Rhode  Island,  1868-70. 
Acts  relating  to  the  Public  Schools.  Report  of  Committee  on 
Fisheries  of  Narragansett  Bay,  1870.  Report  of  Commissioners 
of  Internal  Fisheries,  1872. 

From  Rev.  Wm  Hall — A  photographed  copy  of  a  portrait  of  Madame 
Van  Berckle,  wife  of  the  Hon.  Peter  J.  Van  Berckle,  first  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  from  the  Republic  of  Holland  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

From  the  Board — Reports  of  Board  of  Agents  of  Bronson  Library 
Fund,  Waterbury,  Conn.     1871-3. 

From  Mr.  Thomas  Stewardson — "  Six  and  a  quarter  cents  "  ticket, 
issued  by  the  Farmer's  Bank  of  New  Jersey.  Mount  Holly,  June 
10th,  1815. 

From  Mr.  Henry  N.  Beach — A  Russian  Newspaper. 

Manuscript  minutes  of  Newark  Foreign  Mission  Society,  from 
April  6th,  1812  to  April  6th,  1826. 
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From  the  Public  Library,  Louisville,  Ky. — (  Joorier -.J  oiinml.  of  Sept. 
16th,  1873. 

Anonymous — Illustrated  Prospectus  of  Wmonab,  Gloucester  county. 
New  Jersey.     1873.     (Philadelphia  Trade  Journal  Supplement) 

From  Samuel  II.  Hunt,  Newton,  AT.  ,/. —  Life  of  Commodore  \i.  I-'. 
Stockton,   with  extracts  from   his    correspondence  and    speeches. 

1  Vol.,  8vo 

From  Mr.  Theodore  Duff  or  d — A  manuscript  circular  letter  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  dated  June,  27th,  1791,  and  signed  by 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletins,  Nos.  26  and  27.  Julv  and 
September  13th,  1873. 

From  the  Authors — Genealogy  of  the  Lyman  Family,  in  Great 
Britain  and  America,  by  Lyman  Colman,  D.D.,  Professor  in  I  .a 
Fayette  College,  Easton,  Pa. 

Memorials  of  1776,  by  Frank  M.  Etting.     (Second  Edition.) 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Restoration  of  Independence  Hall, 
Philadelphia.     By  F.  Etting.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

The  Swedes  on  the  Delaware  and  their  Intercourse  with  New 
England.  By  Frederick  Kidder.  With  Heliotype  Facsimiles. 
Boston,  1874. 

On  the  duty  of  Governments  in  the  Preservation  of  Forests. 
By  Franklin  B.  Hough.     1873. 

Newspaper  slips  from  the  Graphic,  on  Church  Architecture,  in 
New  Jersey.     By  A.  D.  Melleck,  Jr. 

Address  at  the  Tuttle  Gathering,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  3d, 
1873.  Higher  Culture.  Baccalaureate  Address  at  Wabash  Col. 
lege,  June  23d,  1872,  and  Physical  Science  and  Christianity^ 
Baccalaureate  Discourse  at  Wabash  College,  June  22d,  1873. 
By  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. 

Historical   Discourse  on  Boonton,   New  Jersey.     By  Isaac  S. 
Lyon,  delivered  September  and  October,  1867.      1  Pamphlet,  8vo. 
1873. 
From  the  several  Societies — Richmond  Enquirer,  December  9th,  1873, 
containing  an  account   of  the  recovery  of  the  Spoteswood   man 
uscript  letter-book,  by  the  Virginia  Historical  Society. 
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Journal  and  letters  of  Col.  John  May,  relative  to  two  journeys 
to  the  Ohio  country,  in  1788-89.  Publications  of  the  Historical 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio.     New  series.     Vol.  I. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  at  the 
annual  meeting  held  in  Boston,  April  30th,  1873.     No.  60. 

Collections  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society.     Vol.  III.     1873. 

Proceedings,  resolutions  and  communications,  commemorative 
of  the  Hon.  Edward  J,  Hardin,  late  President  of  the  Georgia 
Historical  Society,  who  died  April  19th,  1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1871— '73. 
1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Vol. 
XIII.     No.  90.     January  to  May,  1873. 

New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Register,  for  July 
and.  October,  1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  1872— '73. 
1  Vol.,  8vo. 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society's  Record,  for 
July  and  October,  1873.     8vo. 
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Newark,   May  20th,  1874. 

The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  at  12  o'clock  M.,  the  Rev.  I;  avail 
K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair:   the    at 
tendance  of  members  being  large  from  different  parts  of  the  State. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  by  Mr. 
David  A.  Hayes  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  their  approval,  Mr. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  submitted  his 
report.  Letters  were  presented  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  accept- 
ing the  membership  to  which  they  were  elected  at  the  last  meeting  : 
from  Lieutenant  A.  D.  Schenck,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Peterson 
of  Philadelphia,  making  genealogical  enquiries  :  from  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Homes,  of  Albany,  drawing  attention  to  the  erroneous  orthography 
of  ''Kill  Van  Kull"  in  a  bill  before  the  legislature:  from  lion. 
Marcus  L.  Ward,  relating  to  the  transmission  of  the  usual  Public 
Documents  to  the  Society  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior: 
from  Col.  Emmons  Clark,  of  the  7th  Regiment,  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing for  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  celebration  of  "  Evacu- 
ation Day"  (Nov.  25.)  in  1784:  from  Benjamin  B.  Aycrvgg,  M.D., 
Passaic,  Rev.  J.  C.  Ager,  of  New  York,  Messrs.  J.  P.  ('rayon,  of 
New  Poundland.  Henry  Congar  and.  D.  C.  Hickey,  of  Newark,  II.  A. 
Homes,  of  Albany,  and  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washinton, 
tendering  or  transmitting  donations  for  the  library:  New  York  His- 
torical Society  and  Smithsonian  Institution,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  certain  publications  of  the  Society :  from  Mr.  William 
Nelson,  of  Paterson.  in  reference  to  some  items  in  the  local  history 
of  Acquackanonk :  from  Nathaniel  Niles,  Esq.,  suggesting  a  co- 
operation with  other  kindred  institutions  in  transmitting  the  Society  s 
publications  to  the  public  libraries  of  Iceland,  on  the  recurrence  of 
the  thousandth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  that  Island  :  and 
from  other  gentlemen  upon  matters  connected  with  the  business 
operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 

Society  he  transmitted  to  the    President  of  the  Senate    and   to    the 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  copies  of  the  resolution  adopted 

at  the  last  meeting,  remonstrating  against  the    adoption  o\'  the  pro- 
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posed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  prohibiting  the  allowance  of 
any  exemptions  from  taxation  to  educational,  charitable  and  religious 
institutions :  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  disapproval  of 
the  measure  throughout  the  State,  it  had  not  received  the  sanction 
of  the  legislature. 

The  Treasurer,  Col.  Robert  S.    Swords,  reported  the  balance  of 
cash  in  the  treasury  to  be  $1,358.04. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  that  no  material  change 
had  occurred  in  the  condition  of  the  treasury  since  the  last  meet- 
ing :  but  it  was  proper  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Society 
the  fact  that  the  Library  Fund,  which  has  existed  for  many  years 
through  the  liberality  of  a  few  of  the  members,  had,  by  the  expira- 
ration  of  Subscriptions  become  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  its  resus- 
citation seemed  no  longer  practicable.  The  distinction  in  the  funds 
therefore  will  cease,  and  the  general  fund  hereafter  be  chargeable 
for  all  expenditures,  rendering  more  necessary  than  ever  that  prompt- 
ness and  regularity  should  characterize  the  payment  of  the  members' 
dues.  The  Committee  also  stated  that,  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Society  which  exempted  it  from  all  taxation  had  ren- 
dered it  liable  to  an  assessment  upon  its  property  in  West  Park 
street  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer,  but  that  some  improper  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  therewith,  had  led  the  Committee  to  join  with 
other  parties  interested  in  resisting  the  payment  of  the  amonnt  so 
assessed,  and  it  was  probable  that  the  Society  would  be  relieved 
therefrom  in  whole  or  in  part.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that  institu- 
tions established  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large,  should 
not  continue  to  enjoy  the  privileges  which  had  heretofore  been 
generally  awarded  to  them,  by  being  free  from  all  taxation  under 
proper  restrictions. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  another  number  of 
the  Proceedings  was  in  Press  and  would  shortly  be  issued,  complet- 
the  third  volume  of  the  second  series. 

"  The  members  are  aware,"  said  the  Committee,  "  that  the  first 
volume  of  the  Collections  of  the  Society,  containing  '  East  Jersey 
under  the  Proprietary  Governments,'  which  was  published  in  1846, 
has  long  been  out  of  print,  and  that  the  Society  has  not  had,  for  several 
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years,  any  copies  for  distribution.  A  new,  revised  and  enlarged 
edition  is  about  to  be  published,  and,  as  the  copjrighl  is  no1  the 
property  of  the  Society,  the  Committee  suggest  that  authority  should 
be  given  them  to  make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary, to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  to  meet  the  probable 
future  wants  of  the  Society  in  their  exchanges  with  other  Sue,. 
and  Institutions." 

Mr.   Dennis  presented   the   following  report : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Library,  referring  to  the  Report  of  the  act 
ing  Librarian  for  particulars,  take  pleasure  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  members  to  the  continued  increase  of  the  library  from  donations. 
Indicating,  as  it  does,  what  might  be  experienced  to  a  still  greater 
tent  were  all  to  be  watchful  over  its  interests  in  the  same  direct  ion.  the 
Committee  cannot  do  otherwise  than  urge  upon  the  friends  of  the  Socie- 
ty a  more  general  cooperation  in  the  work.  Other  institutions  of  the 
kind  are  generally  the  recipients  of  annual  appropriations  from  State 
Governments,  or  enjoy  the  fruits  of  liberal  endowments  from  gener 
ous  individuals,  living  or  dead  ;  but  our  own  has  been  dependent, 
since  its  organization,  upon  the  annual  contributions  or  regular  fees 
of  its  members  ;  and  however  gratifying  it  may  be  to  record  a  con- 
stant, although  limited,  progression  under  all  discouragements,  yet  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  funds  of  the 
Society  will  warrant  larger  expenditures,  not  only  for  the  increased 
accommodation  of  its  members,  but  also  for  the  acquisition  of  his- 
torical works  only  obtainable  by  purchase. 

"  The  most  essential  feature  of  such  a  library  as  ours,  is  an  enei 
efficient  Librarian  ;  one  whose  acquaintance  with  our  history  and 
desire  to  contribute  to  its  more  general  elucidation,  may  lead 
to  the  devotion  of  his  time  and  abilities  to  tin?  institution; 
and  the  members  are  urged  to  seek  diligently  for  a  gentleman  pos- 
sessing the  requisite  qualifications  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  has  for 
some  time  existed,  so  as  to  relieve  the  Corresponding  Secretary  from 
the  responsibility  and  labor  which  the  supervision  of  the  library  en- 
tails upon  him. 

"In  their  last  report  the  Committee  stated  that  the  early  Provincial 
Legislative  documents   in  the  possession   of  the  Society    were    not 
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complete  and  ventured  the  suggestion  that  it  was  not  too  late  to  ex- 
pect the  obtainment  of  the  missing  volumes  through  examinations  of 
out-of-the-way  depositories  The  reasonableness  of  tha  t  suggestion 
has  been  verified  by  the  receipt  from  Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd  of 
many  of  the  documents  that  were  wanted.  Mrs.  Rutherfurd  has 
placed  the  Society  under  additional  obligations  by  the. donation,  not 
on\y  of  these,  but  of  many  others,  given  in  detail  in  the  Acting  Li- 
brarian's Report,  as  well  as  of  a  large  number  of  interesting  and 
valuable  manuscripts  and  pamphlets. 

"The  Committee  feel  called  upon  also  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Society  particularly  to  the  donation  of  valuable  files  of  newspapers  by 
Mr.  Henry  Congar.  the  accumulation  by  his  father,  our  late  librarian, 
through  many  years.  Additional  incentives  have  thus  been  given 
to  render  the  newspaper  department  more  completeljr  available. 

"  As  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  is  so  intimately  connected  with 
with  the  growth  and  condition  of  its  library,  the  Committee  trust 
that  the  members  will  not  allow  any  opportunity  to  escape  them  to 
advance  its  best  interests." 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  the  names  of  several 
gentlemen  nominated  for  membership  who  were  duly  elected,  and  a 
number  of  other  nominations  received. 

Col.  Swords  adverting  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Committees  on 
Finance  on  the  Librae,  as  to  the  necessity  for  an  increase  of  funds, 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  small  number,  comparatively, 
of  paying  members,  considering  that  it  was  a  State  Institution  ;  and 
recommended  some  exertions  to  increase  their  number,  as  the 
readiest  mode  of  improving  the  finances. 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented  the  following  Report : 
"  The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  have  the  pleasure  to  report 
that  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  made  a  further  appropriation  of 
three  thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  under  the  supervision  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Society,  in  obtaining  copies  of  additional  documents  from 
the  State  Paper  offices  in  England,  and  from  public  and  private  reposi- 
tories in  the  United  States. 

"  The  Committee  are  disappointed  in  not  being  able  to  place  before 
the  Society  at  this  meeting,  the  full  result  of  their  action  to  the  pre 
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sent  time.  Their  last  advices  from  Mr.  Stevens,  their  agent  in  Lon- 
don, was  under  date  of  27th  of  March,  when  he  expected  t<>  forward 
the  remaining  cases  in  a  few  days,  various  hindrances  having  inter 
fered  with  the  previous  transmission. 

"It  is  hoped  that  the  appropriation  referred  to.  will  enable  the  I  om- 
mittee  to  secure  all  the  valuable  documents  referring  to  New  Jeree 
which  are  not  yet  copied,  and  that  a  considerable  sum  may  be  left  to 
be  expended  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  both  in  obtaining  copies 
and  in  preparing  the  collection  for  the  Press;  it  not  being  presumed 
that  the  people  of  the  State  will  be  satisfied  to  have  the  documents 
remain  subject  to  all  the  contingencies  that  must  ever  endanger  the 
preservation  of  manuscripts. 

"  It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  doubt  where  the  records  of  the  West 
Jersejr  Society  were  deposited.  As  the  titles  to  land  in  that  portion  of 
the  State  were  largely  derived  through  that  Society,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  exercised  an  extended  influence  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Province,  it  has  been  thought,  and  no  doubt  justly,  that 
their  records,  could  they  be  found,  would  throw  much  light  upon  its 
history.  It  gave  the  Committee  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  to  have 
Mr.  Stevens  inform  them,  in  his  last  letter,  that  he  had  received 
definite  information,  not  only  of  the  continued  existence  of  the  old 
Society,  but  also  where  their  records  were  to  be  found.  Information 
of  which  he  intended  shortlv  to  avail  himself." 

Mr.  Wm.  Nelson  presented  a  valuable  collection  of  statistics  of 
Passaic  County,  and  also  an  account  of  the  official  records  of  Ber- 
gen County,  now  in  the  Clerk's  office;  together  with  a  history  of 
Passaic  River  Bridges,  from  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Chosen  Freeholders  of  Passaic  County,  and  other  pamphlets. 

From  Miss  S.  S.  Stafford,  of  Trenton,  was  received  "  Genealo- 
gies o.f  the  Preble  Family,"  by  Capt.  Geo.  Henry  Preble,  U.  S. 
Navy. 

From  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers,  a  Photograph  of  Rev.  Charles  Hodge 
D.D. 

From  Mr.  Asher  Taylor,  of  Jersey  City,  a  Letter  of  Marque 
from  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  Lieut.-Governor  of  the  Island  of  Jamai- 
ca, Jan.  21,  1775,  issued  to  Joseph  Kearny  for  the  ship  Roman 
Emperor. 
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The  following  resolution  offered  by  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Hamill, 
D.D.,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  record  with  feelings  of  pro- 
found respect  and  emotion,  their  high  appreciation  of  the  life,  character,  learn- 
ing, ability,  and  long  continued  and  successful  labors  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
DeWitt,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society  and  late  President  of 
the  New  York  Historical  Society,  who  died  on  the  18th  of  May,  1874,  and 
whose  funeral  takes  place  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  in  their  discretion  they  may  deem  necessary,  to  secure  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  copies  of  the  revised  edition  of  "  East  Jers"ey  under  the 
Proprietary  Governments,"  as  the  requirements  of  the  Society  may  in  their 
judgment  demand. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in  the  communication  of 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Esq.,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  tne  Library  Committee  be  empowered  to  make  such  donations 
of  the  publications  of  the  Society  and  duplicates,  as  in  their  discretion  they  may 
deem  proper,  to  such  library  or  libraries  of  the  Danish  Island  of  Iceland  as  they 
may  select. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton,  offered  some  remarks  upon  the 
Battles  of  Trenton,  and  drew  attention  tG  peculiar  features  of 
Washington's  accounts  of  his  expenditures,  which  were  deemed  con- 
firmatory of  certain  facts  connected  therewith. 

General  James  F.  Rusling,  of  Trenton,  then  read  an  interesting 
memoir  of  Captain  Joseph  Abbott,  of  7th  Regiment  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  August  20trn 
1862  ;  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  and  a  copy 
requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  to  partake  of  a  collation  served  in  the 
Document  room. 

On  reassembling,  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch,  received  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  was  presented  : 

Morristown,  N.  J.,  May  21,  1874. 
"To  "William  A.  Whitehead,  Newark: 

"  The  Washington  Association  hold  its  first  regular  meeting  June,  24th,  at 
the  old  headquarters  here.  Be  kind  enough  to  invite  all  members  of  the  His- 
torical Society  to  meet  with  us  then.  Our  subscription  is  in  excess  of  our  origi- 
nal purchase,  you  will  be  glad  to  know,  and  our  membership  about  eighty. 

"Theodore  F.  Randolph,  President." 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted. 
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A  paper  on  the  u  Ravages  of  the  British  in  Middlesex  Countv 
during  the  Revolution,"  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Charles  D.  Deshlib 
of  New  Brunswick,  who  also  submitted  for  examination  a  transcript 

of  the  official  inventories  of  the  losses   to   which    the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  were  subjected,  from   which   most  of  his  facts   had  been 
derived,  as  well  as  a  similar  original  record  of  the  devastations  coin 
mitted  in  Bergen,  Essex  and  Somerset  counties. 

Mr.  Deshler's  paper  elucidated  in  a  very  skillful  and  happy  man- 
ner the  manners,  customs  and  trials  of  the  towns  to  which  it  referred, 
and  was  listened  to  with  great  interest. 

On  its  conclusion,  complimentary  remarks  were   made   by  Messrs. 
Duryee,  Gillet,  Rusling  and  Buchanan,  and  a  general  wish  expressed 
that  what  had  been  so  well  done  for  Middlesex  County  by  Mr.  Desh 
ler,  might  be  done  in  the  other  counties  by  others,  and  on  motion  of 
the  first   named,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Deshler  for  the 
satisfaction  afforded  by  his  highly  valuable  and  interesting  paper,  and  that  ne 
be  requested  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  for  publication. 

After  some  introductory  remarks  by  the  Rev.  Marshal  B.  Smith, 

of  Passaic,  the  following  preamble   and  resolution   were  offered   by 

him  and  adopted  : 

Whereas,  It  is  eminently  proper  that  the  Centennial  of  our  National  Inde- 
pendence should  be  marked  by  some  united  action  on  the  part  of  Historical 
Societies,  whose  labors  have  been  largely  devoted  to  bringing  to  light  and 
preserving   the    annals    of    the    great    Revolutionary    struggle;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a.  Committee  of  Five  be  appointed  to  con:er  with  similar  Com- 
mittees from  other  Historical  Societies,  and  report  a  plan  for  united  action  on 
this  subject  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting. 

The  chair  appointed  as  the  committee,  Messrs.  M.  B.  Smith,  Peter 
S.  Duryee,  Abraham  Coles,  Robert  S.  Swords  and  William  A 
Whitehead. 

Mr.  Whitehead  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  at  the  next 
meeting  an  amendment  to  the  7th  section  of  the  By-Laws,  so  that 
some  compensation  may  be  connected  with  the  office  of  Librarian. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  January,  1875,  unless  sooner  called  together  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 
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Announced    May  21,    1874. 

From    Col.   Robert  S.   Swords — Manual   of  the   Legislature   of  New 
York  for  1851. 

Manual  of  Common  Council  of  New  York,  1850. 

The  Banks  of  New  York  and  the  panic  of  1857,  by  J.  S.  Gib- 
bons.    1858. 

Journal  of  Philadelphia  Select  Council,  from  January  to  Au- 
gust, 1869.      1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Dragoon  Campaigns  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  1  Vol.,  12mo., 
1836. 

The  Old  Brewery  and  the  Mission  House  of  the  Five  Points, 
New  York.      1  Vol.,  12mo.,  1854. 

Reports  of  the  Joint  Commission  on  the  Water  Supply  of  the 
Cities  of  Newark  and  Jersey  City,  1873. 

Report  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Jersey  City,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Passaic  River,  by  Professor  Henry  Wurtz  and  Al- 
bert R.  Leeds,  1873. 

Annual  Reports  of  Children's  Aid  Society,  New  York,  1873. 
National  Board  of  Trade,  1874.  Board  of  Trade  of  Chicago, 
1873.  Baltimore  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange,  1872.  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Galveston,  Texas,  1872.  Board  of  Trade  of  Buffalo. 
1871-1873.  Board  of  Trade  of'  Denver,  Col.  1873.  Commercial 
Exchange,  Philadelphia,  1874.  Cincinnati  Second  Industrial  Ex- 
position, 1871.  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  on  Chicago  Fire, 
1872.  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society,  1873.  Newark 
Board  of  Trade,    187  t. 

Catalogue   of  Lafayette   College,  1870-1871. 

Statement  of  Thomas  Barbour,  President  Paterson  Board  of 
Trade,  relating  to  appraisers,  spies  and  informers.      1874. 

New  Jersey  :  its  Cities,  Towns  and  Railroads,  by  A.  D.  Mel- 
lick,  Jr.      1873. 

Memorial  Discourse  on  President  Moore  of  Columbian  College, 
N.  Y.,  by  Benj.  I.  Haight,  D.D.,  January  14,  1874. 
From  the  various   Societies — Proceedings  of    the   N.    E.    Historical 
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Genealogical  Society  at  Annual  Meeting,  January,  L874,  and  Reg« 

ister  of  the  Society,  January  to  June,  1874. 

Constitution    and   By-Laws    of  the    New    England    Society    of 
Orange,   N   J.     Dec.  1873. 

Annals  of  Iowa.     Oct.,  1873;  Jan.,  1871.      Prom  Eowa  Histor 
ical  Society. 

Essex  Institute  Bulletin,  Nos.  9   and    10  for  1873,  and  Xos.   1 
and  2  for  1874,  and  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XII.  No.  1. 

New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society    Record,  Jan. 
and  April,  1874. 

Twentieth    Annual    Report    of   Wisconsin    Historical    Society. 
Broadside.     January,  1874. 

American  Philosophical  Society  Proceedings,  Vol.  X  1 1 1.  No.  91, 
and  Transactions,  Vol.  XV,  New  Series.      1  Vol..  1873. 
Minnesota'Historical  Society,  Annual  Report.      1873. 
Bulletin  of  Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  187  I. 
Proceedings  of  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,    1872  ami 
1873,  and   semi-centennial   exercises,   May   22.    1873.     Concord. 
1874. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Oct.,  21,  1873,  and  April.  1868, 
From  U.  S.  Patent  Office— Official  Gazette.  Vol.  IV.  No.  27.      Vol. 

V.,  Nos.  1  to  17. 
From  Rev.   Wm.  Hall — Historical    Notes    on    the   Constitutions    o[ 
Connecticut,  and  on  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  is  10,  by  J. 
H.  Trumbull.     January,  1873. 
From  Mrs.  JacobVan  Arsdale — Manuscript  Sermon  preached  by  Rev. 
Jacob  Van  Arsdale,  Nov.  30,    1791,  at  the    opening   of  the   new 
meeting  house  at  Springfield.  N.  J. 
From  Mr.  John  I.   Young — A  Broadside,  printed  at  Albany  in   1812, 
containing  wood  cuts  of  Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son, and  other  matter. 
From  Harvard  College — Foity-eighth    Annual    Report    of  the    Presi- 
dent of  the  College.      1873. 
From  XI.  S.  Treasury  Department — Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  to  the  43d  Congress,  1st  session.      1   Vol.,  8vo. 
From   Hon.  F.    T.   Frelinghuysen — Speeches    in    the   Senate   en    the 
Currency,  January  13,  1874,  and  Louisiana,  April  14,  1874. 
22 
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From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletin,  May  28  and  29,  for  1874. 
From   the  Authors — History   of  Presbyterian   Church,    Deerfield,  N. 
J.,  by  Rev.  R.  Hamill  Davis.     1873. 

History  of  Hudson   County,  New  Jersey,  by  Charles  S.  Win- 
field.      1  Vol.,  8vo.,  1874. 

Death,  and  the  Resurrection.       A.  Sermon  preached  in  Boston, 
March  15,  1874,  commemorative  of  Millard  Fillmore  and  Charles 
Sumner,  by  C.  D.  Bradlee. 
From  Mr.   Robert    Clarice,   oj   Cincinnati — Seventh   Reunion    of  the 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Sept.,  1873. 
From    8.    P.    Crayon,   of  New    Foundland,    N.    J. — Extracts  from 

Wood's  Newark  Gazette,  of  Oct.  19,  1790. 
From  Essex  Co.  Road  Board — Complete  set  of  their  Reports. 
From  D.  C.  Hichey — Army  Regulations   of  the   Confederate  States 

Richmond,  Va.,  1864.      1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From Newspaper  slips  from   the  Newton  Herald,  His- 
torical and  Statisical. 
From  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior — Public  Documents  of  42d 

Congress.      54  Vols.  8vo.,  1  Vol.  quarto,  and  1  Pamphlet  8vo. 
From  Mrs.    Charlotte   L.   Rutherfard — Proceedings  of  New  Jersey 
Assembly  and  Journal  of  Legislative  Council  for  various  sessions 
between  1784  and  1795,  inclusive. 

Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  from  1785  to  1796. 
Some  Remarks  on  the  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Trinit}^  Church,  New  York,  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  People.     Pamphlet,  12mo.,  1783. 

Report  of  Commissioners   for   ascertaining    the    most    eligible 
route  for  a  Canal  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Raritan,  1819. 

Report  on  the  Route  of  a  Canal  from  the  Delaware   at  Easton 
to  the  Passaic  at  Newark.     1823. 

Letters  and  extracts  relative  to  the  New  Jersey  Canal.      1822. 
The  case  of  the  Proprietors  of  East   New   Jersey  (as  to  lands 
under  water'),  with  the  opinions  of  Counsel.     1825. 

Several  Pamphlets  relating  to  the  Line  between  East  and  West 
Jersey. 

Complaint  of  James  Alexander  and  Wm.  Smith  to  the  Commit- 
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tee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  relating  to  their  being 
excluded  from  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court,  for  contempt  in 
connection  with  the  case  of  John  Peter  Zenger.      Polio,   1  735. 

A  large  number  of  Public  Documents  of  U.  S.  Congress  from 
1790  to  1798,  in  original  folio  form,  comprising  messages  of  the 
Presidents  on  special  subjects.  Reports  of  Departments  ami 
Committees.      Bills  as  first  printed,  &c. 

Miscellaneous  Newspapers  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  con 
taining  articles  on  various  topios  of  public  concernment,    many  of 
them  written  by  Senator  John  Rutherfurd.      1815  to  1832. 

Pile  of  the  Morristown  Palladium,  from  March  'J.'i  L 81 4,  to 
March  22,  1815. 

A  number  of  Broadsides,  among  them  being:  Commencement 
Programme  of  Princeton  College,  October,  1765. 

Joseph  Bloomfield  to  the  Public,  Dec.  16,  1796,  denying  an  ac- 
cusation that  he  had  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  President. 

Proclamation  of  Gov.  Wm.  Livingston  on  the  appointment  of 
26  November,  1789,  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Engraved  representation  of  Brewster's  Improved  Machine  for 
Spinning  Wool,   &c. 

Two  manuscript  maps  of  the  country  between  the  Delaware  ami 
Raritan  Rivers. 

Maps  of  Projected  Turnpikes  between  Acquackononck  and  Jer- 
sey City,  and  between  Trenton  and  New  Brunswick  ;  of  Perth 
Amboy  and  Harbor,  and  of  New  Brunswick,  1829. 

Manuscript  copy  of  Charter  of  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mon- 
mouth County,  Feb.  21,  1734. 

Various  Manuscripts,  and  Autograph  Letters  of  Richard  Stock- 
ton, Mahlon  Dickerson,   John   Rutherfurd,  James   Alexander,  and 
others.  ' 
From   Mr.  Charles    G.   Rockwood — Manual    of  New    York    Common 
Council  for  1855. 

Henry  J.  Raymond  and  the  New  York  Press.  1  Vol.,  8vo., 
1870. 

Discourse  in  the  North  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  August,  1856, 
by  Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt. 
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History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Davenport  Family,  by  A.  Bene- 
dict Davenport.     1  Vol.,  12mo.,  1851. 

From  Mr.  William  Nelson,  of  Paterson — Reports  of  the  Joint  Com- 
missioners on  the  Water  Supply  of  Newark  and  Jersey  City,  by 
Professor  Wurtz  and  Engineers  Bailey  and  Culver.     1873. 

From  Mrs.  H.  A.  Tenney — Proceedings  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
Pioneer  Society  at  the  organization,  Lansing,  April  22,  1874. 
(Newspaper  slips.) 

From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. — Sermon  preached  at  Crawford- 
ville,  Indiana,  on  the  death  of  Rev,  Albert  Barnes,  by  Rev.  Jas. 
H.  Johnston. 

From  Col.  Thomas  F.  Devoe,  of  New  York — Manual  of  New  York 
Common  Council  for  1868. 

Report  on  Condition  of  New  York  Markets,  1873. 
Maps  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1661,  1695,  1750,  1763,  1775, 
1797,  1803,  1807,  1817,  1850,  1852,  1853,  1856,  1860:  of  Har- 
lem, 1814  :  of  the  Public  Squares  of  New  York  and  Department 
Lots  in  1860  :  of  Fort  Washington,  Fort  Green,  and  Brooklyn, 
and  operations  of  the  British  army  aud  fleet  in  the  Hudson  in 
1776. 

From  Mr.  lliomas  G.  Bunnell — Historical  Discourse  at  the  dedica. 
tion  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Bushkill,  Pa.,  (a  branch  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Walpack,)  January  13,  1874,  by  Rev- 
S.  W.  Mills. 

From  W.  A.  Whitehead — Annual  Address  of  Henry  J.  Whitehouse, 
Bishop  of  Illinois,  to  the  36th  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis 
copal  Church.      1873. 

Tales  of  the  Deaf  and   Dumb,  by  John   R.    Burnet.     Newark, 
1815.      1  Vol.,  l2mo. 

Newark  Daily  Advertiser  for  1871,  1872,  1873. 
Family  Records  of  the   First  Settlers  of  Passaic   Valley  and 
vicinity  above  Chatham,  by  John  Littell.       Feltville,  N.  J.,  1851. 
1  Vol.,  8vo. 

From Report  of  the  Civil   Service  Commission  to  the 

President,  April  15,  1874. 
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From   James   Lenox,    Esq.,   New  York — Fourth    Annual    Report    oi 

Trustees  of  Lenox  Library,  1873. 
From  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Clark,  D.D.,  Elizabeth — Historical  Address 

the  150  Anniversary  of  Christ  Church,  Boston,  Dec.  29,  18? 

Rev.  Henry  Burroughs. 
From  Mr.  Henry  Congar — Ten  copies  of  History  of  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  Newark,  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Stearns,  D.D. 
Files  of  the  following  Papers : 

Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  March,  1834,  to  Dec,  1873. 

Newark  Sentinel  of  Freedom,  1804  to  1833. 

New  York  Times,  1854  to  1873. 

New  York  Observer,  1828  to  1872. 

New  York  American,  3  years. 

New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  3  years. 

Tariff  Advocate,  Newark,  1844, 

New  York  Tribune,  and  others. 

The  Publishers  of  the  Trenton  Weekly  State  Gazette  and  the 
Toms  River  New  Jersey  Courier,  continue  to  send  their  papers  reg- 
ularly to  the  Society  ;  no  others  do. 
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MAY  21st,    1874. 

S.  E.  Arms,  Elizabeth. 
John  H.  Ballantine,  Newark. 
William  J   Bruce,  Dover. 
Horace  N.  Congar,  Newark. 
George  Gumming,  Newark. 
A.  Ellison,  Jr.,   Burlington. 
Edwin  S.  Ely,  Livingston. 
Florian  W.  Gordon,  Perth  Amboy. 
William  A.  Halsey,  Newark. 
James  E.  Howell,  Newark. 
Francis  W.  Jackson,  East  Orange. 
Pinley  H.  Johnson.  Newark. 
Ambrose  E.  Kitchell,  Madison. 
James  Parker,  Plainfield. 
Rufus  W.  Weeks,  Summit. 

Harvey  E.  Brown.    ('.  S.  Army. 


SUBMITTED    MAY  21st,    1874. 


OFFICIAL    RECORDS    OF    BERGEN    COUNTY,    IN    THE 
CLERK'S  OFFICE. 


Examined  and  Catalogued  March — May,  1874,  by  William  Nelson.  * 


I.    DEEDS. 

1.  Deeds — Books  A  to  Z  8,  from  1687  (an  Indian  deed)  to  date,  an 
uninterrupted  record ;  1 78  volumes,  folio ;  Book  A  is  bound  in 
parchment  and  the  edges  of  the  leaves  are  quite  ragged,  and 
some  of  the  leaves  are  torn.  The  other  volumes  are  in  good 
condition. 

2.  General  Index  to  Deeds,  21  volumes,  new,  A  to  Z,  folio;  alpha- 
betical index  to  grantors  and  grantees,  date  of  conveyance,  and 
reference  to  book  containing  the  deed.  Just  completed,  at  a 
cost  of  $4,700. 

II.    MORTGAGES. 

1.  Mortgages — Books  A  to  I  2,  34  folio  volumes;  Book  A  is  about 
12  inches  high;  Book  B  about  20  inches  high;  Books  C  to  M 
about  two  feet;   the  others  about  15   inches.     The  first  entrv  in 


*  On  the  publication,  in  1858,  of  the  "Analytical  Index  to  the  Colonial  Docu- 
ments of  New  Jersey,"  as  Volume  V  of  the  Society's  "Collections,"  the  editor 
sought,  by  circulars  to  all  the  County  and  township  Clerks  in  the  State,  to 
secure  such  information  in  relation  to  their  respective  records  as  would  add 
to  the  completeness  of  tne  volume  by  facilitating  research  after  local  docu- 
ments, but  with  the  exception  of  two  counties  no  available  information  could 
be  obtained.  It  is  hoped  that  Mr.  Nelson's  example  may  be  followed  in  other 
parts  of  the  State. 
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Book  A  is  a  mortgage  dated  May  24,  1757;    the  second   is  dated 
December  27,  1752.     The  record  is  uninterrupted  thence  to  date. 

2.  Assignments  of  Mortgages  A  to  H,  8    volumes,  folio,  beginning 

1856,  and  continued  to  date. 

3.  Satisfaction  of  Mortgages,  No.  1,  beginning  18(5!).     One  volume. 

4.  Record  of  foreclosures,  Bergen  County  Circuit   Court.     One  vol 
nine,  new,  no  entries  to  date. 

III.    COURT    RECORDS. 

1.  Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions: 
The  records  of  both  Courts  are  kept  in  volumes,  generally,  until 
a  comparatively  recent  date.  Two  or  three  of  the  older  volumes 
are  bound  in  parchment,  and  all  are  in  good  condition,  and  well 
written.  The  older  books  (say  till  within  20  or  30  years)  arc  neither 
lettered  nor  numbered,  but  merely  have  the  name  rudely  inscribed 
with  pen  and  ink.  They  are  lettered  in  this  catalogue  for  con- 
venience' sake.  The  period  over  which  the  records  of  each 
volume  extend  are  as  follows  : 

A — June  8,  1756,  to  June  term,  1772. 

B— Oct.   27,  1772,  to  June  term,  1776. 

(The  first  leaf  seems  to  be  torn  out,  but  perhaps  it,  was  re-written 
as  the  next  page  seems  to  begin  the  record  for  the  term.  The 
record  from  part  of  the  March  term,  1773,  to  and  including  the 
June  term,  i776,  was  copied  from  the  rough  minutes,  according 
to  a  certificate  by  Clerk  Westervelt,  dated  Nov.  29,  1787. 

C— June  8,  1779,  to  March  29,  1781. 

(This  record  is  in  a  small  volume,  4x6  inches,  containing  302 
pages.     The  court  was  held  at  Pompton  most  of  this  time.) 

D— June  12,  1781,  to  Jan.  27,  1774. 

(This  record  is  contained  in  a  similar  volume.  4x6,  it  being 
"Book  C  of  Roads,"  the  court  records  and  town  elections  being 
sandwiched  in  among  road  surveys.) 

E— 2d  Tuesday  in  June,  1787,  to  April  o,  1790. 

F—  March  23,  1790,  to  March  term,  1794. 

G— June  10,  1794,  to  January  22,  1799. 

H— March  26,  1799,   to  July  29,  1805. 
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I— October  22,  1805,  to  October  term,  1808. 
K— January  24,  1809,  to  March  5,  1814. 
L— March  22,  1814,  to  January  5,  1818. 
M— January  27,  1818,  to  December  8,  1821. 
N— January  22,  1822,  to  Thursday,  Dec.  13,   1827. 
0— January  22,  1828,  to  July  30,  1833. 
P — January  22,  1828,  to  May  23,  1851. 

(Almost  exclusively  Quarter   Sessions'  records.     The   next  two 

are  mainly  Common  Pleas'  minutes.) 
Q— October  22,  1833,  to  November  7,  1839. 
R— January  28,  1840,  to  September  5,  1854. 

Thence  on  to  date  these  records  are  complete. 
2.  Circuit  Court. 

Complete  to  date. 

IV.  ROAD  SURVEYS. 

Book  A — fifteen  sheets  of  foolscap  stitched  together  through  the 
middle,  with  a  cover  of  stiff  brown  paper.  The  foolscap  has  been 
wrongly  folded,  in  part,  so  that  the  earliest  entries  are  several 
pages  from  the  beginning.  Two  or  three  leaves  are  badly  mutil- 
ated. The  book  contains  about  60  pages.  The  first  entrj^  is 
dated  March  27  1716;  but  on  p  5  is  an  entry  dated  December  5. 
1709,  relative  to  a  driftway  near  Arent  Schuyler's,  at  "Pomton." 
There  are  several  road  surveys  from  1717  to  1731.  The  last 
entry  is  in  1761. 

Book  B — is  precisely  similar  to  Book  A,  but  is  in  good  condition, 
except  that  the  first  leaf  is  mutilated.  The  first  entry  is  dated 
October  7,.n62.     It  extends  to  1775. 

Book  C — a  small,  thick  volume,  4x6  inches  ;  60  pp.  of  road  sur- 
veys; 8  pp.  of  court  proceedings,  relative  to  applications  for  pen- 
sions to  Captain  Cornelius  Hennion  and  to  Captain  Hendiykus 
Kuyper;  Hennion  allowed  half-pay  during  his  disability  ;  Kuyper 
half-pay  during  life.  There  follow  24  pp.  of  road  surveys.  Then 
140  pp  of  township  officers  elected  from  May,  1777,  to  1783,  and 
in  the  year  1790,  the  latter  all  entered  in  one  hand,  fine,  bold 
penmanship.     The  record  of  road  surveys  extends  to  1790. 

Book  D— folio,  old  calf.     April  23,  1790,  to  June  26,  1812. 
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Book  E— folio,  old  calf.     June  26,  1812,  to  July  10,  is:;!). 

Book  F — folio.     July  29,  1839,  to  March  (5,   1856. 

Book  G — folio.     June    1 1,  1856,  to  April    2  1.   18610.     123    pp.   only 

written;  about  300  pp.  blank. 
Books  H  and  T — thick  folios,  continue  the  records  to  date. 

V.    ANCIENT    FIELD     BOOK. 

A  ponderous  folio,  about  20  x  12  inches,  and  throe  inches  thick. 
The  binding  is  quite  delapidated,  tin?  back  being  torn  oil";  ;i  tow  ol 
the  opening  pages  are  also  delapidated,  but  with  these  exceptions 
the  volume  is  in  good  condition.  This  is  the  Field  Book  of  Bergea 
township,  made  1764,  and  recently  published  with  notes,  etc.,  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Winfield,  of  Hudson  county. 

VI.    MARRIAGE    RECORDS. 

1.  "Records  of  Marriages,  Liber  A."  The  record  is  quite  full,  from 
Nov.  28,  1795,  to  1866. 

2.  "Record  of  Marriages,  Bergen  county,"  thick  Folio,  1863  to  1873, 
144  pp.,  not  fully  written  up. 

VII.     RELATIVE    TO    SLAVERY. 

1.  ''Black  Births,  1804,"  folio,  old  calf,  witli  full  alphabetical  index. 
July  28,  1804,  to  March  14,  1843,  161  pp. 

2.  "Liber  A  of •Manumition  of  Slavery."  From  June  17,  1805,  to 
July  26  1841,  248  pp.  closely  written;  probably  one  and  a  half 
manumissions,  on  an  average,  to  a  page,  or  nearly  or  quite  100 
in  all. 

VIII.    EXECUTIONS. 

1.  "  Executions  D" — a  quarto,  10  x  12  inches,  from  fourth  Tuesday 
in  March,  1792,  to  October,  31,  1800  ;  about  100  pp. 

2.  Executions — Court  of  Common  Pleas;  folio;  from  fourth  Tues- 
day in  March,  1801,  to  second  Tuesday  in  June,   IS  is. 

3.  and  4.  Executions  Libers  A,  1839-1861  ;    Liber  (i.  1837    1874. 

IX.    JUDGMENTS. 

1.  Liber  A — Common  Pleas,  folio;  beginning  Aug.  12.  I7!*!t.  to 

2.  Liber  B — June  term,  1806,  to  

3.  Liber  C— October  term,  1808,  to 

23 
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4.  Liber  D — June  terra,  1815,  to 


5.  Liber  E — October  term,  1819,  to 

6.  Liber  G — June  term,  1830,  to  — 

7.  Liber  H— 


l 


,  to  date. 
Liber  J  — 

9.  Judgment's  Circuit  Court,  A — June  term,  1838. 

10.  "  "  "       B— January,  1843-'58. 

11.  Docketed  Judgments   Circuit  Court,  beginning  1847;   one  vol- 
ume, folio,  only  11  pp.  filled  to  date. 

12.  Docketed  Judgments  Common  Pleas,  beginning  February,  1865  ; 
one  volume,  66  pp.  filled  to  date. 

No.'s  9  and  10  are  very  large  folios. 

X.  COUNTY  BOARD. 

1.  "B  C  Liber  A"  (Bergen  County,  Book  A).  Folio,  parchment 
cover,  the  cover  much  torn,  but  the  contents  in  first- rate  condi- 
tion ;  the  penmanship  for  the  first  half  of  the  book  is  really 
beautiful,  and  all  of  it  is  perfectly  legible.  This  is  the  "  Book  for 
the  Justices  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Bergen,  Anno. 
1757."  At  that  date  the  Clerk,  Guilliam  Berth olf,  was  ordered 
"to  coppy  the  proceedings  of  the  Justices  and  Freeholders  from 
Word  to  Word  from  the  ould  Books  and  place  them  in  the  new. 
Also,  to  buy  a  blank  Book  and  coppy  thereinto  the  Ear  Marks  and 
Brands  that  is  left  in  the  ould  Book."  The  record  of  the  Jus- 
tices and  Freeholders  begins  May  19,  1715,  the  first  page  contain- 
ing a  detailed  exhibit  of  the  expenditures  on  the  Court  House  and 
Goal,  £92  10s.  The  record  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Board 
begins  March  11,  1716.  The  Board  seems  to  have  generally  met 
but  once  a  year,  and  for  many  years  it  merely  levied  a  tax  of  £10 
to  £20  for  "wolves,  foxes,  red  foxes  and  panters,"  and  occasion- 
ally a  tax  of  £50  for  repairs  of  Court  House  and  "Goal."  Full 
reports  are  given  of  the  trials  (with  testimony  of  witnesses),  of 
several  negroes  for  murder,  arson,  etc.,  and  of  their  execution. 

1731, — A  negro  slave  called  Harry,  ravished  Annatye  Pryers, 
but,  apparently  without  exercising  much  force ;  sentenced  to  re 
ceive  41  lashes  and  to  be  branded  on  the  right  shoulder  with  the 
letter  "  B." 
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Negro  man  "Harry,"  of  Qarret  FEoppe,  threatened   the  life  of 

his  master,  also  poisoned  "Sepeo"  (Scipio),  negro  man  of  Col. 
William   Provoost>  giving  him  a  poisoned  "  dram,"  on  Thursday 

night,  November  25,  whereupon  Scipio  died  the  following  night - 
December  13,  1721,  Harry  was  tried  by  five  freeholders,  convict- 
ed, and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  the  next  day,  at  11  A.  M.  He 
was  so  hanged,  April  26,  1732.  He  was  "valued"  at  £30,  and 
that  sum,  and  615  10s,  the  expenses  for  hanging  him,  were  ordered 
paid. 

August  15,  1735  —  Five  freeholders  tried  the  negro  man"  Jack," 
of  Peter  Kip.  Jack  beat  his  master;  had  threatened  several 
times  to  murder  his  master  and  his  son,  and  to  burn  down  his 
master's  house,  and  when  arrested  tried  to  destroy  himself,  Aug. 
13.  He  was  convicted  of  these  heinous  crimes  and  was  burnt 
the  next  day,  August  16,  at  10  A.  M.,  on  the  road  between  the 
Court  House  and  Hackensack. 

May  1,  1741  —  Albert  Van  VoorHezen's  negro  man  "Jack,"  and 
Derreck  Van  Horn's  negro  man  "  Ben,"  were  arrested  on  suspicion 
of  having  set  on  fire  several  barns  in  the  precinct  of  Hackensack  ; 
tried  May  4,  by  five  freeholders;  convicted  and  burnt  May  5,  be- 
tween 10  and  12  o'clock,  at  "Yellow  point,  the  other  side  of 
Hackensack  River,"  near  the  house  of  Derrick  Van  Horn." 

May  10,  1744 — The  negro  man  "Jan,"  of  Johonnes  Van  llou 
ten,  was  tried  "(or  poysoning  and  attempting  to  do  the  same  to 
several  blacks  at  the  township  of  Bergen;  to  wit,  the  negro  man 
of  A  rent  Toers,  named  Lowis,  and  has  some  time  past  poysoned 
two  wetu-hes  of  Garret  Ross,  of  the  same  precinct,  ami  attempted 
several  more."  Convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  May  I  1. 
between  10  and  12,  at  Bergen;  "at  the  suitablest  place,  where 
Peter  Marselis  and  Michel  Vreeland  shall  think  proper." 

May  22,  1744 — "Tom, "the  negro  man  of  Eden  (Edo)  Sipp, 
" having  poisoned  several  blacks  and  attempted  to  d^  to  others 
likewise,  in  the  township  of  Bergen,"  was  tried,  convicted  ami 
sentenced  to  be ''hanged  at  Bergen  on  Friday,  the  25th  inst 
between  10  and  12,  at  the  same  place  and  gallows  where  the  Other 
negro  dan,  of. Johonnes  Van  Houten,  was  hung." 

May  11,  1757 — "Sufficient  stocks"  were  ordered  set  up  in    the 
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precinct  of  Bergen,  in  the  precinct  of  Hackensack  and  in  the  pre 
sinct  of  Saddle   River,  and  that  "  the  stocks  now  standing   in  the 
precinct  of  New  Barbadoes   shall  be  repaired   and   put  in  good 
order." 

May  13,  1761 — £400  ordered  to  be  levied  and  raised  for  bridge 
purposes,  being  the  first  tax  ordered  for  that  purpose.  This  is 
the  first  reference  to  bridges  in  the  book. 

May  12,  1763 — Stocks  ordered  to  be  made  "  to  stand  in  the 
convenientest  place  near  the  Paramus  Church." 

June  4,  1774 — The  members  of  the  Board  appear  to  have  been 
noisy,  for  "  Barent  Cole,  Esq.,  appointed  by  this  Board  to  Silence 
this  Board,  and  Be  Moderator,  or  Until  Next  Meeting;  the  fine  Is 
three  Shillings  of  Every  one  Belonging  to  this  Board  Not  Obey- 
ing his  Reasonable  Orders." 

Jan.  8,  1768 — William  Earle  ordered  paid  £3,  "His  fees  for 
the  execution  of  the  negro  fellow  named  Harry,  lately  belonging 
to  Hendrick  Christ'n  Zabriskie,  and  to  him  to  pay  the  blacksmith's 
bill  and  the  wood  and  victualling  said  negro,  and  prison  fees.', 
Harry  was  executed  for  "the  wilful  murder  of  Nicholas  Jores '' 
(Toers?).     [See  Romeyn's  Hackensack,  pp.  22-3.] 

November  20,  1770 — "Ordered  that  the  Sheriff  shall  receive 
£13  5s  Id  for  his  fees,  constables,  King's  attorneys,  Clk  to  the 
Court,  etc.,  for  whipping  and  pillorying  of  Jonathan  Carter  now 
prisoner  in  the  County  Goal  for  horse  stealing." 

1771 — Six  iron  candlesticks  with  brass  "  Nobbs,"  also  two  tin 
hanging  candlesticks  and  one  glass  lantern  ordered  for  the  next 
Court ;  said  articles  to  be  owned  and  kept  by  the  county.  The 
Sheriff  to  supply  the  above  sticks  with  good  "mole  candles." 

The  above  are  some  of  the  more  interesting  notes  in  this  valu- 
able book.     The  record  comes  down  to  1790. 

2.  Liber  B — begins  1790  and  comes  down  to  1820. 

3.  Liber  C — brings  the  record  of  the  County  Board  down  to  date. 

XI.    MISCELLANEOUS. 

1.  Record  of  Forfeited  Estates  during  the  Revolution,  with  Maps. 

2.  Sheriff's  Bonds—  "Liber  A,"  1807-71. 

3.  "Writs  Returnable" — Jan.  1,  1765— June  16,  1774.    Gives  date 
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when   sealed,  parties,  character  of  suit,  amount   involved  and  at 
torney. 

4.  Notices  of  Lis.  Pendens.     Rec'd :  June  8,  L839. 

5.  Temporary  Index.     (Transcribed.) 

6.  Mechanics'  Liens,  Liber  A — 1862  (136  pp.  to  date). 

7.  Transcripts  from  Justices'  Docket.     187:5  (3  pp.  to  date). 

8.  Attachments— July  27,  1847—1874. 

Besides  the  foregoing  there  are  all  the  usual  papers  to  be  found 
in  a  County  Clerk's  office. 

In  an  inner,  fire-proof  vault,  always  locked,  are  carefully  filed  the 
maps,  some  of  them  dating  back  to  the  Revolution,  many  o\'  them 
to  1790—1800. 

In  this  vault,  also  are  many  MSS.  which  I  have  not  had  oppor- 
tunity to  examine. 

All  the  records  of  the  office  are  kept  in  admirable  order,  readily 
accessible,  thoroughly  indexed  and  systematically  arranged. 

The  Surrogate's  records  I  have   not  examined,  but   know  them 
to  be  complete  from  the  beginning,  and  kept  in  perfect  order. 
Pater  son,  N.  J.,  May  19,  1874. 


LETTERS  FROM 
RICHARD    STOCKTON    TO   JOHN    RUTHERFURD, 

SENATORS    FROM    NEW    JERSEY,    IN     1798. 


Received  from  Mrs.   Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd. 

Phia  30th  .lany   1798 


Dear  Sir, 


An  absence  of  more  than  two  weeks  prevented  my 
receiving  your  favor  of  the  30th  ul°  till  my  return  which  was  on 
Thursday  last.     I  was  under  such  engagements  before  the  Court   of 

Errors  &  Appeals  as  made  my  attendance  at  Trenton  indispensable, 
and  had  the  mortification  of  being  detained  there  for  two  weeks  when 
I  had  expected  to  get  a  way  almost  in  as  many  days — It  afforded  me 
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much  satisfaction  to  receive  a  letter  from  your  own  hand  for  by  this  I 
am  assured  that  your  disorder  is  abating ;  and  that  we  may  expect 
you  here  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderates — I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
the  idea  of  Resignation  has  ever  even  occurred  to  you — and  I  entreat 
you  to  banish  it  from  your  mind — There  is  no  question  that  can 
come  before  us  in  which  great  principles  are  involved,  on  which  we 
have  not  a  very  imposing  majority  of  the  right  side — and  I  think  that 
since  the  accession  of  Messrs  Loyd  (1)  and  Hobart  (2)  that  we  shall 
have  two  thirds  on  all  questions  which  require  that  number  to  be 
adopted — There  are  however  other  reasons  which  ought  to  be  con- 
clusive— It  is  very  doubtful  who  would  be  appointed  in  your  place 
— and  even  whether  he  would  be  of  the  right  sort — The.  present 
Legislature  are  very  much  managed  b}r  Kitchel  (3)  and  Condict  (4) 
— and  it  is  likel}'"  I  think  that  one  of  them  would  be  the  man — your 
services  have  been  so  constant  and  important  from  your  first  appoint- 
ment that  you  are  not  in  my  opinion  called  upon  to  give  up  your 
place  because  sickness  has  prevented  an  attendance  as  earfv  and 
punctual  as  usual — and  even  if  you  should  be  absent  the  whole  ses- 
sion you  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  that  a  vote  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and  that  your  place  will  be  supplied  by  a  man  of  known 
and  decided  principles  before  you  took  such  a  step — This  is  the  de- 
cided opinion  of  your  friends  here,  and  it  is  also  the  opinion  of  all 
those  Gentlemen  in  New  Jersey  with  whom  I  have  spoken  on  the 
subject — This  day  we  expect  to  receive  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives the  articles  of  impeachment  agt  Blount  (5) — The  demo- 
crats in  that  house  as  the  papers   have  shown  you  have  been  very 

1  James  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  who  took  his  seat  Jauuary  11th. 

2  John  Sloss  Hobart,  who  took  his  seat  on  February  2d. 

3  Abraham  Kitchell,  of  Morris  County. 

4  John  Condict,  of  Essex  County. 

5  William  Blount,  Senator  from  Tennessee,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  1797,  had 
engaged  in  measures,  looking  to  the  setting  on  foot  of  an  expedition,  in  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  Florida  and  Louisiana  from 
Spain.  Ee  was  expelled  from  the  Senate  on  the  nth  July,  1797,  by  a  vote  of  21  tol. 
The  articles  of  Impeachment  referred  to  by  Mr.  Stockton  were  not  received  until 
the  7th  February,  and  after  some  preliminaries  the  trial  was  postponed  until  the 
following  session.  It  commenced  on  the  19th  December,  1798,  and  continued  to 
OCCUPY  more  or  less  of  th  !  time  ol  the  Senate  until  January  14th,  1799,  wheu  the 
impeachment  was  dismissed  on  the  plea  of  a  want  of  jurisdiction. 
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pressing  upon  this  subject — Tt  is  supposed  that,  this  line  of  Conduct 
is  pursued  by  them,  both  to  wipe  off  the  common  disgrace  which  has 
fallen  on  the  whole  party  by  the  crime  of  their  Brother,  and  also  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  attacking  the  British  Minister  whom 
they  expect  to  hold  up  to  the  public  as  being  the  promoter  if  not  the 
contriver  of  the  plan — They  are  to-day  to  ballot,  for  managers— and 
have  determined  that  there  shall  be  eleven — If  all  these  learned 
Gen'm  are  to  be  heard  before  the  Senate  we  shall  have  a  trouble- 
some job  before  us — I  presume  that  the  Senate  will  issue  process 
to  bring  Blount  in  upon  the  articles  being  iiled — It  is  more  than 
probable  that  he  will  not  be  taken  in  which  case  a  question  presents 
itself — whether  he  can  be  tried  in  his  absence?  J  find  a  diversity 
of  opinion  both  in  and  out  of  our  doors  on  this  point — We  have  as 
yet  had  no  official  accounts  from  France  nor  of  a  very  recent  dale 
from  any  part  of  Europe — Mr.  Murrays(6)  dispatches  are  to  the  first  of 
Nov,,  and  contain  information  that  our  Ministers  had  not.  been  ami 
probably  would  not  be  received — There  are  no  late  accounts  of  any 
importance  from  Mr.  King  (7) — I  think  it  likely  that  the  French 
will  not  declare  war — but  continue  the  System  of  plunder  they  have 
so  long  pursued  and  leave  us  to  resent  it  as  we  see  lit — The  arming 
of  Merchant-men  is  the  only  counter  plan  which  we  can  adopt — and 
if  this  had  been  done  last  Summer  we  should  saved  more  property 
than  would  have  defrayed  all  additional  expense — Since  my  return 
I  have  been  confined  almost  to  my  room  by  a  bad  cold — I  have  not 
yet  procured  the  papers  you  request  but  shall  not  fail  to  comply  with 
your  wishes — I  sympathize  with  you  in  the  distress  which  the  death 
of  Geni  Morris  (8)  must  occasion  in  your  family  and  am  very  sin 
cerely  Your  friend 

TheHonb10  RD    Stockton. 

John  Rutherfurd. 

(Addressed)  Free  R'1  Stock ton, 

The  Honble  John  Rutherfurd, 

Tranquillity, 
Via.  Newark  Sussex  County, 

To  Sussex  Court  House.  Mew  Jersej 

G  William  Vans  Murray,  of  Maryland,  Minister  Resident  at  the  Netherlands. 

7  Rut'us  King,  of  New  York,  Minister  Pleuopentiary  to  (iicat  Britain. 

8  General  Lewis  Morris,  of  Morrisanna,  N.  Y.,  brother  of  Mis.    Kiitli.tlnid. 
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Phia  Feby  20th  1798 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  must  beg  you  to  pardon  me  for  having  omitted 
till  now  to  comply  with  my  promise  of  transmitting  to  you  the  most 
important  papers  which  have  been  laid  on  your  desk  during  the  pres- 
ent session — The  little  business  of  importance  which  has  come  be- 
fore the  Senate  and  the  situation  of  my  affairs  in  Jersey  have  induced 
me  at  least  as  often  as  every  other  Friday  to  get  into  the  mail  stage 
and  go  home — I  have  never  been  able  to  get  back  before  Tues- 
day— and  last  week  was  by  a  very  severe  cold  whichh  as  now  afflicted 
me  a  month  detained  till  Thursday — I  now  however  send  in  three 
separate  packets  put  up  as  the  Law  directs  the  only  things  Avhich  I 
deem  worth  troubling  you  with — the  papers  which  you  doubtless  re- 
ceive will  inform  you  of  the  principal  matters  of  this  session  and  if 
there  be  any  others  you  wish  to  have  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
forwarding  them  to  you — I  remain  in  common  with  your  other  friends 
under  great  anxiety  for  the  restoration  of  your  health — and  your  ap- 
pearance in  the  Senate — This  last  circumstance  tho'  very  desirable 
we  all  consider  as  altogether  unimportant  compared  with  the  first — 
and  it  is  the  united  opinion  of  us  all  that  you  must  give  over  every 
idea  of  resignation  during  the  present  session  and  take  the  chance  of 
the  warm  season  to  restore  to  you  the  advantage  of  health  and 
to  your  Country  a  renewal  of  your  important  services — Our 
State  is  in  a  very  Critical  situation  now — Condict  and  Kitchell 
mle  —  They  will  district  the  State  —  They  will  raise  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Justices  to  60  or  100  dols  —  and  they  would 
procure  either  one  or  the  other  (themselves)  to  be  appointed 
a  Senator — you  are  now  the  only  member  absent — Hunter  (9)  has 
come  over  to  our  side — Tatnall(lO)  votes  with  us  more  than  half 
the  time — We  leave  Tazewell  (1 1)  in  a  minority  of  from  eight  to  three 
upon  questions  in  which  he  exerts  himself  to  the  full  ertent  of  his 
powers — and  I  have  no  doubt  that  upon  every  question  requiring 
two  thirds  we  shall  have  them  and  to  spare — Nothing  then  but  certain 

it  John  Hunter,  of  South  Carolina. 

10  Josiah  Tatnall,  of  Georgia. 

11  Heury  Tazewell,  of  Virginia. 
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public  evil  could  result  from  the  step — you  will  my  friend  excuse 
my  urgency  on  the  subject — I  have  it  much  at  hearl  and  hope  you 
will  in  the  end  join  in  sentiment  with  me  (12) — The  Senate  have  had 
their  time  taken  up  for  a  long  time  on  Blounts  impeachment — Mar- 
shall (13)  has  got  into  his  head  that  the  Senate  had  no  right  to 
take  any  step  to  effectuate  their  Judiciary  power  in  this  case  with- 
out a  Law — He  therefore  early  in  the  Session  got  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  case  of  impeachments — by  plod- 
ding over  it  for  a  long  time  he  had  acquired  all  the  affection 
of  a  parent  for  it — when  he  brought  it  in  it  was  committed — The 
Committee  left  nothing  of  his  bill  but  the  Title — and  when  the 
amended  bill  was  taken  up  every  section  which  has  yet  been  passed 
upon  (for  it  is  yet  befcre  the  Senate)  has  been  negatived — This  has 
made  him  very  restive — a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  arc  of 
opinion  that  the  general  power  given  by  the  Constitution  exclusively 
to  the  Senate  includes  in  it  all  incidental  powers  necessary  to 
effectuate  the  great  purpose  intended  and  that  it  is  improper  to 
call  on  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  assist  on  a  point  in 
which  they  have  no  constitutional  participation  —  and  to  make 
regulations  to  which  every  Qourt  is  competent — The  whole  bill 
will  therefore  be  rejected — Tazewell  on  Friday  made  a  motion  which 
has  long  threatened  that  the  impeachment  should  be  tried  by  Jury — 
he  founded  his  opinion  on  the  8th  article  of  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution— a  lengthy  debate  was  the  consequence  and  in  the  sequel  he 
was  left  in  a  minority  of  three—  Bache  (14)  who  has  been  ousted  from 
his  place  of  taking  notes  below  has  made  his  appearance  in  the 
Senate — He  has  this  morning  given  Tazewells  speech — he  does  him 
full  justice  in  all  his  reports  and  .mutilates  the  answers.  I  shall  send 
you  the  papers  containing  the  whole  of  this  debate  next  week — The 
time  tor  closing  the  mail  has  come — I  can  only  add  that  yon  will  do 
-me  and  all  your  friends  a  great  favor  by  letting  us  hear  from  yon 
often  and  that  1  am  very  sincerely 

Your  affectionate  friend 

The  Honob,e  RD   Stockton. 

John  Rutherfurr 

12  Mr.  Rntherfurd  resigned  before  the  next  session,  and  Franklin   Davenport, 
under  an  appointment  from  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  boob  his  Beat  as  Senator 

December  nth,  17'.»8. 

13  Humphry  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 

14  Bache,  of  Philadelphia. 

24 
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Phia  28th  March  1798 

11  o'Clk  at  night— 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  last  letter  which  gave  me  much  pleasure  did 
not  come  to  my  hands  till  last  night — I  propose  getting  off  for 
Jersey  in  the  stage  to  morrow  morning  being  under  engagements 
which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  to  attend  the  Sup  Court  next  week 
— I  have  been  the  whole  of  this  day  so  occupied  by  the  business  of 
the  Senate  and  in  the  errands  I  had  to  attend  to  previously  to  my 
leaving  town  that  I  have  not  found  a  moment  till  now  to  write  a 
line — I  can  now  only  express  to  }^ou  my  entire  concurrence  in  the 
political  sentiments  contained  in  your  letter — I  inclose  to  }^ou  for 
your  amusement  Harpers  (15)  last  speech  on  the  Intercourse  bill — 
The  performance  has  undergone  a  revision  as  you  will  see  since  it 
was  delivered — but  was  nearly  the  same  as  it  now  purports  to  be — 
The  papers  will  shew  you  that  our  majority  in  Senate  is  more  im- 
posing than  ever — difficult  times  have  produced  so  complete  a  union 
as  to  even  lessen  the  Minority — A  bill  for  increasing  the  naval 
armament  by  12  additional  vessels  not  exceeding  22  guns  each  had  a 
second  reading  to  day  &  will  pass  the  Senate  to  morrow — We  en- 
dulge  the  hope  here  that  the  warm  weather  will  tempt  you  to  come 
to  this  place  before  the  rising  of  Congress — The  medical  aid  you 
would  have  here  and  the  company  of  your  friends  might  tend  to 
restore  your  health — Good  night  to  you  ! — believe  me  with  much 
truth 

Your  affectionate  frd 

Rd  Stockton 

A  Committee  consisting  of  Lloyd  Tazewell — Sedgwick  (16)  Good- 
hue (17)  and  myself  reported  this  day  agt  the  grant  of  200,000  dols 
for  the  City  of  Washington — we  stood  three  to  2  in  the  order  as 
above — the  report  will  it  is  thought  be  adopted  by  a  considerable 
majority. 


1")  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
lti  Theodore  Sedgwick,  of  Massachusetts. 
17  Benjamin  Goodhue,  of  Massachusetts. 
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Phi*   A  pril    10th  1798 


Dear  Sir. 


I  returned  to  this  place  on   Sunday  last  —  Whilst  I 
was  absent  the  house  of  representatives  had  called  for  and  received 

the  instructions  to  the  despatches  from  our  Commissioners  &1 
Paris  (18).  The  effect  the  reading  of  these  papers  had  on  the  house 
was  almost  electrical — The  opposition  party  could  scarcely  stand  the 
disclosure — and  were  obliged  one  and  all  to  join  their  adversaries  in 
reprobating  the  late  objects  of  their  servile  adulation — Nicholas  (19) 
declared  that  the  President  had  in  his  instructions  done  all  that  he 
ought  to  have  done  to  obtain  peace  &  that  if  he  had  gone  farther  he 
would  have  sacrificed  the  interest  of  the  Country — Tom  Claiborne(20) 
declared  that  he  was  for  printing  the  papers  that  his  Constituents 
who  had  like  him  been  deceived  might  see  the  President  in  the  light 
he  ought  to  be  regarded  by  every  American — Nevertheless  there 
was  a  violent  reluctance  on  their  part  to  the  publication — The  very 
men  who  have  constantly  been  bellowing  for  information — and  who 
have  without  authority  or  regard  to  decency  published  to  the  world 
confidential  communications — talked  of  the  impropriety  of  inter- 
fering with  the  executive  branch — that  this  ought  to  be  left  with  the 
President — that  it  would  disclose  our  ultimatum  &c.  Some  of  our 
friends  in  that  house  also  on  the  abstract  point  of  propriety  joined 
them  and  there  appeared  a  majority  agt  the  publication — when  their 
dilemma  was  dissolved  by  an  account  that  the  Senate  had  ordered 
500  copies  to  be  printed.  This  first  order  included  only  the  despatches 
— yesterday  after  a  considerable  debate  we  also  ordered  the  instruc- 
tions to  be  printed — Some  of  our  friends  and  all  the  other  party  op- 
posed the  proposition — It  was  however  carried  by  a  large  majority 
— The  abstract  question  was  agt  us  but  in  my  opinion  we  have  ar- 
rived at  a  point  where  theories  must  bend  to  public  utility — There  is 
but  one  thing  left  for  us  to  rely  on — It  is  the  display  of  the  Ameri- 
can character — It  is  the  support  of  the  Gov'  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people      To  expect  this  agt  Prance  without  first  working  a  con- 

18  Charlea  Cotesworth  Pinkney,  Elbrid^e  Gerry  and  John  Marshall 

19  John  Nicholas,  Representative  from  Virginia. 

20  Thomas  Claiborne,  of  Virginia. 
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vertion  in  their  minds  as  to  tho  conduct  of  the  Administration  is 
in  vain — The  people  of  America  must  be  informed  before  the}^  can  be 
united — The  seeds  of  disaffection  have  been  scattered  far  and  wide — 
the  idea  that  the  President  and  his  friends  were  really  for  war  has 
gained  ground — The  French  you  will  see  plainly  tell  our  commission' 
ers  that  they  will  throw  the  blame  of  of  a  rupture  on  the  federal  party 
— When  the  people  read  these  instructions  they  will  judge  to  whom 
the  rupture  is  imputable.  It  is  time  that  our  Constituents  should 
judge  between  this  Gov*  and  its  Calumniators — Divided  as  we  have 
been  we  must  elect  between  war  and  submission — United  I  believe 
that  war  may  yet  be  avoided — at  any  rate  it  can  be  sustained 
with  perhaps  no  more  inconvenience  than  we  have  already  expe 
rienced — The  other  party  in  the  house  have  formally  told  the  leaders 
on  the  federal  side  that  they  will  join  them  in  every  measure  neces- 
sary to  put  the  Country  in  a  complete  state  of  defence — I  however 
somewhat  suspect  the  sincerity  of  their  declaration — They  want  time 
to  recover  the  stroke — and  then  will  differ  as  to  the  means  of  defence 
— The  only  way  to  keep  them  to  it  is  to  raise  the  spirit  of  the  Coun- 
try— I  enclose  to  you  Claypole's  paper  which  contains  the  despatches 
complete — whenever  the  instructions  are  printed  I  shall  send  you  a 
copy — They  are  exceedingly  well  drawn — Their  contents  appear  in 
part  by  the  despatches — As  to  compensation  for  capture  they  were 
instructed  to  urge  the  propriety  of  the  claim  with  all  the  industiy  in 
their  power  and  not  to  sign  a  treaty  renouncing  the  right  to  future 
compensation — but  not  to  make  it  a  sine  qua  non  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. We  passed  a  bill  yesterday  for  an  additional  naval  arma- 
ment to  consist  of  16  vessels  not  exceeding  22  guns  each,  to  be 
built  purchased  or  hired  in  the  discretion  of  the  President — to  be 
employed  as  he  thinks  fit  for  convoys  or  defence — The  Merchants 
are  arming  their  vessels  in  consequence  of  the  President  taking  off 
the  restriction.  The  other  part}r  now  talk  of  bringing  in  a  regulating 
bill  in  the  nature  of  the  one  rejected  last  session — What  effect  has 
the  spring  weather  on  you  ?  May  we  not  expect  to  see  you  here 
soon  ?  I  am  very  anxious  that  we  should  have  the  assistance  which 
your  correct  judgment  and  experience  would  afford  at  this  important 
Crisis — My  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  R :  believe  me  very  affection- 
ately Your  friend 

RD    Stockton. 
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1 ' ii i v    23d  April  1798 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  anxiously  expecting  to  receive  a  line 
from  you  since  my  last  which   covered    a   paper    containing  the  dea 
patches  from  our  Ministers  at  Paris — I  hope  a   return  ol  your  disor 
der   has  not  again   deprived    you  of   the  power  of  gratifying  your 
friend   by  the  use  of  your  pen — I  should  have  sent  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  last  Tuesday  but  finding  that  they  were  immediately 
published  entire  in  all  the  public  papers  I  presumed   they  had  found 
their  way  to  yon  long  before  my  letter  would  have   reached   you — 
The  impression  made  by  the  disclosure  of  these  papers  on  both  sides  of 
the  house  below  has  been  very  conspicuous — It  has  united  the  friends 
of  the  Gov1  and  disunited  its  opposers — This  party  were   at    first  en- 
tirely dismayed — so    much  so   that  sanguine   hopes  were  entertained 
by  some  of  our  Friends  founded  on  hints  which  the  leaders  occasion 
ally  dropped  that  the  part)*  would  become  extinct  and  that  those  who 
composed  it  would  save  themselves  by  concurring  without  contest  in 
all  the  defensive  and  preparatory  steps  those  in  the  confidence  ol  the 
Executive    should     propose  —  They   judged    not   according    to    the 
human   heart — Gallatin  (21)  and  Nicholas  finding  thai  a  desperato 
attempt    must  be    made  to   rally   their  party   came  forward   on   the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  providing  an    additional  naval  armament — 
after  effecting  a  reduction  of  the  number  from  16  to  12  Gallatin  moved 
an  amendment  restraining  their   being   used   as    Convoys    in   linn    of 
Peace — He  made   a  speech  in    support    of  it  which   called    forth  the 
indignation  of  the   majority  who   attacked   him   warmly  and   person 
ally — his  friends  defended  him — but  on  the  division  the  amendment 
was  lost   by  a  great  majority — S.  Smith  and  Parker (22)  and  about 
ten  more — sometimes  one  set  and  sometimes  another  have  them   on 
every  point  of  importance — in  fine  I  believe  they  now  despair  of  any 
effectual  opposition  and  will  give  little  more  trouble — Nicholas  [x\v> 
pairing  of  the  Republic;  1  presume)  leaves  town  today  (or  the  rest  of 
the  session — Giles(23)  has  been  off  for  some  days — In  the  Senate 

21.  Albert  Gallatin,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania. 

22  Samuel  Smith  anil  Josiah  Parker,  Representatives  from  Virginia. 

23  WillUm  B.  Giles,  Representative  from  Virginia. 
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we  remain  much  as  usual— some  of  the  weaker  brethren  join  us  occa- 
sionally— we  generally  have  one  vote  either  from  N  C  or  Tennesee. 
Mason(24)  who  had  leave  of  absence  in  Feby  for  the  session  has  re- 
turned and  he  and  his  few  friends  vote  uniformly  in  the  negative — This 
day  we  shall  send  to  the  house  a  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  of 
20,000  whom  we  shall  deem  the  public  safety  requires  it  to  serve  for 
three  years  and  to  appoint  a  Commander  in  Chief  &c  it  is  supposed 
that  the  bill  will  pass  the  house — I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  are  stirring  at  their  Town  meetings — This  day 
I  presented  to  the  Senate  an  address  from  our  neighbourhood  in- 
cluding the  two  adjoining  townships  of  Somerset  and  Midx — you  will 
see  it  in  the  papers  of  to  day. (25)  I  hope  this  measure  will  pervade 
the  Con1 — it  is  the  only  thing  which  can  keep  our  anti's  in  order — 
They  have  not  independence  eno'  to  resist  the  public  sentiment 
even  in  favor  of  their  friends — Do  let  me  hear  from  you  socn — 
With  my  best  respects  to  Mrs  R  believe  me  very  affectionately 

Yours 

The  Hon'ble  RD    Stockton 

John  Rutherfurd. 


24  Stephen  Thompson  Mason,  Senator  from  Virginia. 

25  Memorial  signed  April  23d,  Enos  Kelsey,  Chairman,  expressing  the  unshaken 
and  the  entire  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  the  townships  of  Windsor  and  Mont- 
gomery and  the  towns  of  Princeton  and  Kingston,  "  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  and 
sacred  honor  in  support  of  the  Constitution  and  such  measures  of  defence  as  the 
Government  may  find  expedient  to  adopt  in  this  critical  and  threatening  aspect 
of  public  affairs."  On  the  3"  April  similar  memorials  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Stockton  from  the  citizens  of  Newark  and  of  Monmouth  County. 


INDEX 


Abcel,  G.  N.     Donation  from,  3. 

Agor,  Rev.  J.  0.     1  6  1 . 

American  Antiquarian  Society.  Dona- 
tions from,  1  1,  G8,  104,  160,  160. 

Arbor  Edward.     138. 

American  Phil.  Society.  Donations 
from,  11,   104,  160,  169. 

Alofsen,  Solomon.     6. 

Aycrigg,  M.  D.,  Benjamin  B.      161. 

Abbott,  Capt.  Joseph,  Memoir  of,  read 
by  Jas.  h\  Rnsling.     166. 


B 


Baldwin,  Lucius  D.     103. 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.      1,  49,  Donations 

from,  68,  170. 
Beach,  Henry  N.   137,  Donations  from, 

158. 
Beatty,  Rev.   C.  A.     Donations   from, 

157. 
Bell,  Edwin  C.     138. 
Bergen,  Tennis  G.     1,  Letter  from,  9. 
Bergen   County   Records,    account   of, 

174,    181. 
Boston    Numismatic   Society.      Dona- 
tion from.     1 14. 
Boston     Public     Library.       Donations 

from,  00,  104,  159,  170. 
Bronson    Library,    Conn.       Donations 

from,   158. 
Bruce,  Win.  J.    2. 
Bunnell,  Thos.    G.       Donations    from, 

65,   104,  172. 
Burnet,  John  R.     137,  Donations  from, 

157. 
Burwell,  G.  P.     Donation  from,  66. 


Cameron,  II.  C.     Donation  from,  105. 
Campfield,  Dr.  Jahee,  Diary  of,  during 
Sullivan's  Expedi'n,  1779. 

115. 
Rev.  R.  B.     Donations  from, 

13. 
Carman,  B.  A.     138. 
Carter,    Benjamin  P.     Donation   from, 

106. 
Chirk,   Daniel  T.      Donation  from,  13. 

Coi.  Emmons,  161 

Rev.  Samuel  A.    Donation  from, 

173. 


Clarke,  Robert.      Donations    from.    0  1 

105,    170. 
Crayon,  Joseph  T.     97,  101,  170. 
Chester,  .Mrs.  Alfred.      Donations  from. 

151. 
Clement,  John.     50. 
Chilton,  Mrs.  Professor.     49. 
College    of    New    Jersey.        Donation 

from,  64. 
Colman,  Lyman.     Donations  from,  159. 
Committee  to  Procure    Colonial    Docu- 
ments, 6,  reports  from,  55, 
99,  141,  n;i. 

on  National  Centennial,  167. 

Congar,  Henry.      161,    164,  Donations 

from,  173. 
Samuel    Hayes.       Death     an- 
nounced by  Executive  Com- 
mittee, 50.     Likeness  of  him 
received,  99. 
Constitution  :  amended  as  regards  An- 
nual   dues    of    members,    1 02,     103. 
Proposed    amendment     relating    to 
Honorary  Members,  103.     lost.  1  13. 
Amendment    proposed     relating     t<> 
office  of  Librarian,  107. 
Corwin,  Rev.  E.  T.     50. 
Cox,  E.  T.     Donation  from,  1 2. 
Cumback,  William.     97. 
Cutler,  Augustus  W.      137. 

LLD.,    Manassah.       Passages 

from  Journal  of,  in  1787-8,  73. 


D 


Dalton,  J.  C.     Donation  from,  106. 
Daniels,      Manning.       Donation     from, 

156. 
Darcy,  Henry  G.     6. 
Davis,    Rev.    R.     II ami  11.         Donation 

from,  170. 
Day,  Matt.  \V.     6. 
Deshler,  Charles   D.      Paper    read    by, 

on    the    Ravages   Of  the  British,     in 

Middlesex  County,    107. 
Do  Peyster.  I  Jen.  J.  \V.     -19,  Donations 

from,  70. 
De  Voe,  Thomas   V.     137,    Donations 

from,  107,   150,   172. 
Donations   announced  May,    1872,   11 

Jan.  1873,  64    May,  1873,  103.  Jan. 

187  1,  150.     M.i.\.  1874,  L68. 
Doty,  Rev.  w.  D.  '  Donation  from.   71. 
Dufford,     Theodore.     Donation    from, 

159. 


194 


INDKX. 


Duryee,  Peter  S.     6,  52,  103, 144,  167. 


B 


Elmer,    Charles   E.      Donation    from, 

102. 
Essex  County  Road  Board.    Donation 

from,  170. 
Essex  Institute.     Donations  from,  11, 

66,  105.   155,  169. 
Etting,    Frank    M.      Donations   from, 

159. 

P 

Frelinghuysen,  F.  T.      6,  49,  137,  Do- 
nations from,  64,  103,  150,  169. 

Fort,    Ex-Gov.    Geo.    F.       Donations 
from,  through  his  Executor,  57. 

Futhey,     J.    Smith.      137,      Donation 
from,  151. 

G 

Gardiner,  D.  L.     Donation  from,  71. 
Garrison,  Wardell  P.     Donation  from, 

71. 
Georgia  Hist.  Society.    Donation  from, 

160. 
Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Donations  from, 

66,  153. 
Gifford,  Charles  L.  C.    Donation  from, 

70. 
Gilchrist,  Robert.     97. 
Gillet,  A.  I.     167. 


Haines,  Daniel.    5,  49,   Donation  from, 
71. 

Richard  T.     6. 

Hagner,  Charles  V.      Donation  from, 

11. 
Hall,  Rev.  Wm.     137,  Donations  from, 

158,   169. 
D.D.,    John.     Statement   relative 

to  interleaved  almanacs  of  Rev. 

Wm.  Fraser,  57. 
Rev.     Samuel.      Donation     from, 

155. 
Halsey,  Edmund  D.      Donation  from, 

102,  letter  from,  109. 
Halsted,  Caleb  O.     5. 

Halstead,  N.  N.     144  Donation  from, 

65. 
Hamill,  D.D.,  Samuel  M.     1,  7,  49,  97, 

otters    resolution    relating    to  Rev. 

Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.,  166. 
Harvard    College.       Donations    from, 

103,  169. 

Hart,  Charles  Henry.     Donation  from, 

65. 
Haven,  C.  C.     166. 


Hayes,  David  A.  5,  103,  Donations 
from,  3,  13.  Proposes  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  103,  143. 

Hickey,  D.  C.  161,  Donation  from, 
170. 

Homes,  Henry  A.     161. 

Hough,  Franklin  B.  Donation  from' 
109- 

Howard,  J.  J.  138,  Donation  from, 
153. 

Hull,  Mrs.     Donation  from,  155. 

Hunt,  Samuel  H.  Donation  from, 
159. 

Hutchings,  Rev.  Samuel.     53,  54. 


Iowa  Hist.  Society.     Donations   from, 


Kennedy,  John.     6. 

Kidder,   Fred.     Donation  from,  159. 

King  James  G.     4,  5. 


Lennox,   James.     Donat;on  from,  173. 

Letters  :  from  Rev.  John  Ward,  8,  Rev. 
W.  S.  Perry,  D.D.,  9,  Hon.  Teunis 
G.  Bergen,  9,  Charles  Whittlesey, 
10,  Wm.  Nelson,  58,  Charles  Megill, 
61,  Edwin  Salter,  107,  148,  Edmund 
D.  Halsey,  109,  John  M.  Newton, 
146. 

Lossing,  Benson  J.     97,   137. 

Loubat,  V.  A.     Donation  from,  68. 

Louisville  Library,  Ken.  Donation 
from,  159. 

Lyon,  Isaac  S.     Donation  from,  159. 


M 


Massachusetts  Hist.  Society.  Dona- 
tion from,  160 

Meetings  :  in  Newark,  May  16*h,  1872, 
1,  Trenton,  Jan.  16,  1873,  49,  New- 
ark, May  15,  1873,  Trenton,  Jan.  15, 
1874,  Newark,  May  21,  1874,  161. 

Megill,  Charles.  57,  Letter  from,  61, 
Donation  from,  102. 

Melhck,  Jr.,  A.  D.    Donation  from,  159 

Members   elected  May,  1872,  7.     Jan., 

1873,  72.     May,    1873,    114.     Jan., 

1874,  149.     Mav,  1874,  173. 
Messier,    D.D.,     Abraham.     97,    Pas- 
sages   in    the    History   of  Somerset 
County  read  by  him,  58. 

Minnesota  Hist.  Society.  Donations 
from,  11,  105,  169. 


I!.. 


Minnesota  Academy  of*  Nat.  Sciences. 
Donations  from,  10(5,  loo. 

Mix,  Jolm.     Donation  from,  10 1. 

Monmouth  County  during  the  Provin- 
cial Bra,  Paper  read  by  Hon.  Joel 
Parker.  6,  15. 

Morris,  S.  Staats.    Donations  from,  156 

Munsell,  Joel.     Donations  from,  154. 

Myer,  Gen.  Albert  J.  Donations  from, 
64. 

N 

New  Bedford  Public    Library.     Dona- 
tion from,  L05. 
New  England  Hist.  Gen.  Society.     Do- 
nations from,  11,  66,  104,  160,  168. 
Now  Hampshire  Hist.  Society.     Dona- 
tion from,  169. 
New  Jersey,  State  of.  Donations  from, 
68. 

Riparian    Commissioners. 

Donation  from,  106. 
New  York,   State  of.     Donation   from, 
68. 

— ■         State  Library.     Donations 

from,  156. 

Gen.    and    Biog.    Society. 

Donations     from,     104, 
160,  169. 
Nelson,  Win.     1,    49,   97,   161,    Dona- 
tions from,   12,    67,    153,    165,    172. 
Letter  from,  58.      Report  on  Bergen 
Co.  Records,   174. 
Newark   Board  of  Trade.     Donations 

from,  64,  151. 
Newton,  John  M.      138.    Letter   from, 

146. 
Niles,     Nathaniel.       2,     161.      Offers 

Resolution,  4,  5. 
Nixon,  John  T.     138. 
Norway  Royal  University.       Donation 
from,  153. 

0 

Orange  New  England  Society.  Dona- 
tion from,  1 69. 

Officers  I'or  ist:;.    54,  for  1874,  143. 

Ohio  Hist.  &  Phil.  Society.  Donations 
from.  69,  160. 


Palfrev,    John    Graham.       Donation 

from,  65,  104 
Parker,    Oortlandt.      Donation    from, 

1 50. 
Joel.     5,  97.     Reads  paper  on 

Early    Hist,  of   Monmouth 

Co.,  6. 
Peet,  Isaac  L.     Donations  from,  157. 
Pennsylvania,     State    of.       Donations 
from,  11,  104. 


Pennsylvania  Hist  Society.    Donations 
from,  1 1,"  km. 

Perry,  Nehomiah.      & 

D.D,,  William  Stevens,    l     Let 

ter  from,  9.     Donation  from, 

70. 
Peterson,  Thomas.      161. 
Pinneo,  James  1>.     6. 
Piscataway:   origin  of  the  name.   108. 

Price,  Daniel.      Donation  from,   107. 

Potts,  William  John.     137.    Donation 

from,  15:5. 
Publishers.     Donations    from,    11,  (if,, 
104,  106,  151,    173. 

R 

Randolph,  Theo.  F.  138.  Invitation 
from, on  account  of  Washington  As- 
sociation.    166. 

Rankin,  Wm.     6. 

D.D.,  John  Donation  from,  71. 

Reports:    of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

1,  49,  97,  137,  161;  of  Librarian.  2  ; 
of  Treasurer,  2,  50;  03,  98,  138,  145, 
162  ;  Committee  on  Publications,  2, 
53,  98,  138,  162;  Committee  on  Li- 
brary, 2,  52,  57,  9S,  139,  163;  Com. 
on  Nominations,  3,  53,  101,  142, 
164;  Executive  Committee,  50,98; 
Com,  on  Finance,  53,  141,  162  ;.  Com. 
on  Colonial  Documents,  55,  94,  141, 
164. 

Resolutions:  respecting  Colonial  Doc- 
uments, 4  ;  Library  Fund,  5  ;  Socie- 
ty's Lot,  5  ;  authorizing  the  return 
to  the  Proprietors  of  a  Book  of 
Records,  57  ;  to  lease  Society's  lot  in 
West  Park  St.,  98;  of  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Rutberfurd,  101;  Placing  Li- 
brary in  charge  of  Cor.  Sec'y,  102  ; 
relating  to  the  Taxation  of  Literary 
and  Benevolent  Institutions,  144; 
on  Death  of  Rev.  Dr.  DeWitt,  L66; 
relating  to  new  Edition  of  '*  Bast 
Jersey,"  &c,  166;  making  donation 
to  Iceland  Library,  166;  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Deshler,  167;  appointing  Com- 
mittee on  National  Centennial,  167. 

Ricord,  F.  W.     Donation  from.  64 

Rockwood,  Chas.  O.  Donation  from, 
171. 

Rodgers,  D.D.,  Ravaud  K.  I.  49,  07, 
137,  161.  Donations  from,  :;,  12, 
106,  165. 

Rowe,  John  E.      Donation  from.  U0. 

Rhode  Island  Historical   Society.      Do- 

nationa  from,  L06,  158,  160. ' 

Rutberfurd,  John.  Sen;  tor.  Letters 
to  from  Richard  Stock- 
ton.      101. 

Lewis  M.     5. 


1  96 


INDEX. 


Rutherfurd,  John.     G. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Dona- 
tions from,70,  106,  110, 
156,  158,  170.  Reso- 
lution of  Thanks  to, 
101. 

Rusling,  J.  F.  167.    Paper  read  by,  166. 


Sabin,  S.  J.     Donations  from,  68,  150. 
Salter,    Edwin.     97.     Donation    from, 

50;  Letters  from,  107,  148. 
Stafford,  Miss.    Donations  from,  57,  165. 
Standing  Committees  for  1873,  54;   for 

1874,  142. 
State  Treasurer.  Donations  from  11,71. 
Schenck,  Lt.  A.  D.     138,  161. 
Sheldon,  Rev.  Dr.     144. 
Stephens,  Thos.  H.     6. 
Stewardson,  Thos.    Donations  from,  14 

58, 
Shipman,  Caleb  H.     6. 
Skinner,  Miss  Louise.     49. 
Smith,  Col.    Monran   L.     103.     Offers 
Resolution  relating  to  Libra- 
ry Fuud,  5. 
Rev.  Marshall  B.     Offers  Res- 
olution relating  to  Centennial 
of    National    Independence, 
167. 

Sheldon   H.     Donations   from, 

105. 
Smithsonian      Institution.       Donation 

from,  152. 
Stickney,  Miss  Lucy  C.     50. 
Scott,  Daniel  O.     Donations  from,  12. 
Spooner,  Thomas.     Donation  from,  106. 
Stockton,  Richard.     Letters  of,  to  John 

Ruthurfurd,  191. 
Stone,  Edwin  M.  Donation  from,  105 
Swords,  Robert  S.  58,  143,  164.  Do- 
nations from,  14,  65,  104, 
155,168.  Proposes  Amend- 
ment to  Constitution,  50, 
102;  offers  Resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  State  Constitu- 
tion, 144 ;  offers  Resolution 
relating  to  new  Edition  of 
"East Jersey,"  &c,  166. 

James  G.    Donation  from,  68. 

Suffern,  John  C.     Donation  from,  14. 
Sullivan,  Flavel.     64. 
Superintendent  Coast  Survey.     Dona- 
tions from,  11. 
Surveyor's     Association,    W.    Jersey. 

Donation  from,  1 58. 
Studer,  Jacob  II,     137. 
Sturges,  S.  G.     Donation  from,  106. 
Stuyvesant,  Helen.     5. 


Stryker,  Wm.    S.,  Adj't-Geu.     2.     Do- 
nation from,  65. 


Taylor,  Asher.  Donations  from,  102, 165. 

Tennv,  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  138.  Dona- 
tion from,  157,  172. 

Thornton,  J.  Wingate.     49. 

Tuttle,  D.D.,  Joseph F.  Communication 
from,  read,  3,  73.  Donations 
from,  13,  64,  105,  159,  172. 

Joseph  N.  6.     Donation  from, 

103. 

U 

United  States  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior:  Donations  from,  64,  170.  Quar- 
termaster Gen:  Donation  from,  70. 
Patent  Office:  Donation  from,  103, 
155,167.  Coast  Survey:  Donation 
from,  106.  Bureau  of  Education  : 
Donation  from,  155.  Treasury  De- 
partment:   Donation  from,  169. 


Van  Arsdale,  Mrs.  Jacob,   Donations 

from,  158,  169. 
Vanderpool,  Beach.  Donation  from,  104. 

Win.  1.  Donation  from,  3,  12. 

Vermilye,  Jacob  D.     6. 

Virginia,     Hist.     Society.       Donation 

from,  159. 

W 

Ward,  Rev.  John.     Letter  from,  8. 

Marcus  L.     6,  161. 

Washington  Association.  Invitation 
from,  166. 

Watson,  Rev.  John  L.  Donation  from, 
157. 

Weeks,  John  R.     6. 

Wilson,  H.  H.   137.  Donation  from,  151. 

Winfield,  Chas.    S.  Donation  from,  170. 

Wisconsin  Hist.  Society.  Donations, 
from  68,  157,  169. 

Whitehead,  Wm.  A.  3, 101, 138.  Do- 
nations from,  3,  4,  12,  172;  offers 
Resolutions,  5,  101 ;  Placed  m  charge 
of  the  Library,  102 ;  Paper  read  by, 
1.43;  Gives  notice  of  Amendment  to 
Constitution,  167. 

Whittlesey,  Charles.  2,  50.  Letter 
from,  10. 

Y 

Yale  College.     Donation  from,  71. 

Young,  Adolphus  P.  Paper  read  on 
Events  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
May,  1864,  57  ;    Donation  from,  68. 

Young,  John  I.  Donations  from,  158, 
169. 


PROCEEDINGS 


NEW    JERS E Y 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 


SECOND    SERIES 


VOL.  III. 


1872 — 1874. 


NEWARK,    N.    J.: 

PRINTED    AT    THE    DAILY    ADVERTISER    OFFICE. 

1  874. 


¥able  of  Contents 


PASS 

Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  16th,  1812, 1 

Monmouth  County  during  the  Provincial  Era — by  Hon.  Joel  Parker.  IS 

Proceedings  at  Trenton,  January  16th,  1873,           -        -        -        -  19 

Old  Fort  or  Block  House  at  Trenton — by  Mr.  Charles  Megill,         -  *!1 

Passage  from  the  Journals  of  Rev.  Manasseh  Cutler,  LL.D.,  referring 

to  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  in  1787-8.              -         -  7:: 

Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  15th,  1873, 98 

List  of  Original  Documents  deposited    with   the  Society  by  Mrs  Char- 
lotte Rutherfurd, L10 

Diary  of  Dr.  Jabez  Campfield,  during  Sullivan's   Expedition,  177!).  LIS 

Proceedings  at  Trenton,  January  15th,  1874,             -         -         -         -  13*3 

Proceedings  at  Newark,  May  21st,  1874. 161 

Report  on  the  Extent  and  Condition  of  the  Records  of  Bergen  County, 

by  William  Nelson.              174 

Letters   from    Richard    Stockton   to   John  Rutherfurd,  Senators  from 

New  Jersey  in  1798. 181 

Index,                a 1 0 1 


:e:r,:r,^t.a.. 


Page  64,  for  "  Rev.  J.  S.  Tuttle  "  read  Rev.  J.  F.  Tattle. 
64,  line  14,  for    "  1800-71  "  read  1870-71. 
64,  line  25,  for  "  Callender  "  read  Calendar. 
67,  line  14,  for  "  Clevical  "  read  Cervical. 
72,  for  "1872"  read  1873. 
137,  for  "Vol.  IT"  read  Vol.  III. 
149,  for  "May  1  "  read  January  15th. 
161,  for    "May  20th"  read  May  21st. 
170,  for  "  S.  P.  Crayon  "  read  J.  T.  Crayon. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 

|Uto  |frsej  pstorical  Storidj. 

SECOND      SERIES. 

VoUV.  1875.  No.  1. 

Trenton,  January  21st,  1875. 

The  Society  met  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  at  12  M.,  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hamill,  D.D., 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair. 

The  Recording  Secretary  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting,  they  were  on  motion  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence 
since  May,  and  laid  before  the  Society  communications  from  the 
Iowa  Historical  Society  and  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society 
of  Philadelphia,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publica- 
tions : — from  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education  ;  Smith- 
sonian Institution  ;  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  of  Indiana ;  Joseph  W. 
Hough  of  Trenton ;  D.  C.  Hickey,  M.D.,  of  Newark  ;  Mr.  Charles  II. 
Hart  of  Philadelphia ;  and  Mr.  Guy  Latourette  of  Bergen  Point, 
accompanying  donations  for  the  library ;  from  Dr.  PI.  W.  Elmer  of 
Bridgeton,  referring  to  a  loan  of 'the  sword  of  Gen.  Giles,  for  the 
Centennial  Celebration  at  that  place  in  commemoration  of  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Tea  at  Greenwich  in  1774;  from  Mr.  Ralph  Voorhees, 
giving  some  information  relating  to  the  Conover  family  on  the  Rari 
tan  ;  from  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Hart  of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiqm 
rian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  referring  to  the  Field  family  of  N«w 
Jersey  ;  from  James  Ross  Snowden,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
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for  the  loan  of  the  MSS.  memoir  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  for  the  use  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  to  erect,  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  celebra- 
tion, a  statue  of  heroic  size  of  that  distinguished  representative  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  Congress  of  1776  ;  from  Mr.  Samuel  D.  Thurs- 
ton of  Camden,  Ohio,  enquiring  after  the  family  of  that  name  in 
New  Jersey;  from  Rev.  Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  declining  a  reelection,  having  removed  to  Athens, 
Georgia ;  from  Mr.  William  Nelson  of  Paterson,  suggesting  some 
measures  for  the  collection  of  State  Statistics ;  and  from  Mr.  James 
Lawrence  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  a  descendant  of  Mrs.  Governor 
Carteret,  inquiring  for  information  respecting  her. 

The  Treasurer  being  absent,  his  accounts  were  presented  by  the 
Secretary,  showing  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  December 
of  $1,177.33,  and  investments  amounting  to  $12,135.84.* 

The  Executive  Committee,  after  referring  for  details  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  officers  and  Standing  Committees,  stated  that  they  took 
great  satisfaction  in  directing  attention  to  the  annually  increasing 
evidences  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Society,  and  to  the  assurance  thus 
afforded  that  the  institution  had  reached  a  position  that  secured  its 
perpetuity  and  should  give  it  a  strong  hold  on  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  every  Jerseyman  who  loves  his  State  and  is  proud  of  her 
historic  renown. 

The  interest  now  taken  in  the  history  of  the  State,  compared  with 
the  little  manifested  before  the  formation  of  the  Society,  is,  in  a 
great  measure,  due  to  the  impressions  made  on  the  intelligent  popu- 
lation of  the  commonwealth  of  the  value  of  its  publications,  and  the 
inducements  and  facilities  for  historic  research  offered  by  its  con- 
stantly increasing  library.  When  it  is  considered  how  few  had  been 
the  publications  illustrating  the  history  of  the  State,  general  or  local, 
previous  to  the  year  1845  ;  the  efforts,  which  these  facilities  had 
encouraged,  to  recover  what  had  been  lost  and  to  throw  light  on 
what  was    obscure,   and  the  service  which  the  "  Collections"  and 


*See  page  11. 
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<l  Proceedings"  of  the  Society  had  rendered  in  these  directions,  could 
not  fail  to  be  appreciated.  The  itemsof  local  history  which  now  (ind 
their  way  so  frequently  into  the  columns  of  our  newspapers,  and 
which,  the  Committee  were  pleased  to  know,  are  more  generally 
transmitted  to  the  Society  for  preservation  in  the  library,  indicated 
this  increased  interest  and  were  becoming  yearly  of  greater  value, 
by  adding  to  the  resources  for  that  authoritative  general  history  of 
the  State  which  has  yet  to  be  written,  and  whose  claims  to  public 
confidence  must  measurably  depend  upon  the  acquaintance  with,  and 
the  use  made  of,  the  local  annals  of  our  various  communities. 

The  Society  had  had  cause  since  its  last  meeting  to  lament  the 
loss  of  one  of  its  most  active  members,  in  the  death  in  the 
month  of  September  last,  of  Mr.  Charles  C.  Haven  of  Trenton,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  84  years.  "  Mr.  Haven,"  said  the  Committee, 
'•has  been  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  notwithstanding  his  bodily  infirmities  and  impaired  eyesight,  was 
a  regular  attendant  upon  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  participa- 
ted in  its  proceedings  up  to  the  last  meeting;  and  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  he  then  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  some  facts 
bearing  upon  controverted  points  of  local  history,  in  which  he  took 
special  interest.  In  Mr.  Haven  the  Society  has  lost  an  earnest  and 
valued  member. 

"The  departure  from  time  to  time  of  those  who  either  organized  the 
Society  or  were  among  its  earlier  members,  must  impress  us  all  with 
a  sense  of  the  debt  we  owe  for  their  active  exertions  in  its  behalf; 
and  when  the  names  of  King,  Doane,  Duer,  Hornblower,  Parker, 
Field,  Alexander,  Carnahan,  Congar  and  others,  who  were  wont  to 
devote  their  leisure  time  and  their  mental  abilities  to  the  service  o( 
the  Society,  are  recalled,  we  not  only  lament  their  loss,  but  also  the 
fact  that  it  is,  in  a  great  degree,  irreparable — their  places,  when  their 
usefulness  is  considered,  remaining  unfilled.  The  Committee  have 
had  cause  to  feel  the  want  of  the  cooperation  which  the  fathers  of 
the  Society  were  ever  ready  to  extend,  to  give  interest  to  its  meet- 
ings, from  having  failed  to  secure  any  special  historical  paper  for  this 
occasion.  They  earnestly  request  the  members  to  endeavor  to  place 
at  their  disposal  memoirs,  however  brief,  that  may  be  used  to  arouse 
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inquiry  or  furnish  information  respecting  any  matter  of  historical 
interest." 

Th,e  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  publication  of  the 
concluding  number  of  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Society's  "  Pro- 
ceedings," making,  with  the  "Collections,"  consisting  of  distinct 
works,  twenty-one  volumes  the  Society  has  issued  illustrative  of 
the  history  of  the  State. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  the  completion  of 
several  undertakings,  and  the  progress  made  in  others,  whereby  the 
usefulness  of  the  library  had  been  increased  by  a  more  perfect  de- 
velopment of  its  resources. 

The  Maps,  of  which  the  Society  possesses  a  collection  both  valua- 
ble and  numerous,  had  all  been  arranged,  numbered  and  catalogued. 
The  duplicates,  both  of  books  and  pamphlets,  had  been  carefully 
catalogued  to  facilitate  exchanges.  The  binding  of  many  of  the 
more  valuable  had  been  proceeded  with  and  will  continue  to  receive 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  from  time  to  time  as  the  resources 
of  the  Society  might  warrant,  and  several  volumes  of  newspapers 
had  been  bound,  making  some  of  the  files  more  complete,  and  ren- 
dering reference  to  all  of  them  more  convenient. 

A  new  Catalogue  had  also  been  commenced,  which  it  was  in- 
tended should  embody,  in  the  most  approved  form,  thorough  infor- 
mation respecting  the  entire  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets. 
This  was  a  work  which  had  been  long  desired,  the  present  cata- 
logues being  from  various  causes  very  defective  ;  but  its  magnitude 
had  deterred  the  Committee  from  entering  upon  it  until  recently.  It 
would  now  be  prosecuted  to  completion,  in  manuscript,  with  the  hope 
that  circumstances  might  warrant  its  being  put  in  print  at  an  early 
day. 

Other  measures  more  or  less  conducive  to  the  convenience  of  the 
members  and  good  order  of  the  library  had  received  attention. 

Reference  having  been  made  to  the  Society's  collection  of  news- 
papers, and  as  many  of  the  members  had  not  had  opportunities  to 
examine  it,  the  Committee  presented  some  of  its  features  in  detail  as 
follows : 
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"Of  Papers  published  in  New  Jersey  prior  to  the  present  ecu  tun 
we  have — 

The  New  Jersey  Gazette  from  1778  to  1785. 
The  New  Jersey  Journal  from  1781  to  1818. 
The  New  Jersey  State  Gazette  from  1792  to  1852. 
The  New  Brunswick  Gazette,  1787  to  1789. 
Wood's  Newark  Gazette,  1795  to  1797. 
Sentinel  of  Freedom,  1796  to  1852. 
The  Rural  Magazine  of  Newark,  1798. 

"Of  those  published  during  the  present  century  the  most  complete 
are  — 

The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  1832  to  1874. 

Trenton  Federalist,  1803  to  1805. 

Trenton  True  American,  1805. 

Trenton  Emporium,  1821  to  1827. 

Trenton  Emporium  and  True  American  combined,  1830  to  1833, 
1837  to  1840. 

New  Jersey  Advocate,  1848  to  1850. 

New  Brunswick  Fredonian,  1848  to  1858. 

Paterson  Intelligencer,  1848  to  1858. 

Burlington  Gazette,  1852  to  1857. 

Burlington  Rural  Visitor,  1811. 

Morristown  Palladium  of  Liberty,  1810  to  1815. 

Warren  Journal,  1848  to  1849. 

Newark  Monitor,  1831  to  1834. 

Newark,  New  Jersey,  Eagle,  1820,  1826,  1832. 

Somerset  Whig,  1848  to  1850. 

Somerset  Messenger,  1848  to  1858. 

Miscellaneous  New  Jersey  Papers  published  during  the  Rebellion, 
33  large  volumes,  presenting  the  details  of  operations  in  numerous 
localities,  arranged  chronologically  : — and  other  less  perfect  files. 

"Of  those  published  out  of  the  State  prior  to  the  present  century, 
we  have — 

New  York  Gazetteer  from  1784  to  1787. 
Pennsylvania  Gazette,  1757  to  1759. 
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New  York  Weekly  Museum,  1793  and  1794. 

American  Farmer  and  Dutchess  County  Gazette,  1798  to  1800. 

New  England  Weekly  Journal,  1827. 

Owens'  Weekly  Chronicle,  1759. 

Gazette  of  the  United  States  (Philadelphia),  1791  to  1793. 

Porcupine's  Gazette,  Philadelphia,  1798  and  1799. 

New  Bedford  Courier,  1799  to  1803. 

Kingston  Sun,  1793  to  1798. 

Richmond  Advertiser,  1795. 

Litchfield  Monitor,  1793  to  1797. 

Philadelphia  Minerva,  1797. 

Boston  Chronicle,  1767. 

New  York  Weekly  Magazine,  1795  to  1797. 

New  York  Diary  and  Mercantile  Advertiser,  1797  to  1798. 

uOf  those  published  during  the  present  century,  a  large  number  of 
valuable  files  from  different  cities,  the  most  complete  being — 

The  New  York  Daily  Times,  1854  to  1873. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  1812  to  1833. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  1825  to  1836. 

The  National  Intelligencer,  1808  to  1813. 

The  New  York  American,  1833  to  1837. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser,  1812  to  1832. 

"  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  such  a  collection  possesses 
vast  interest  for  all  engaged  in  "  copying  fair  what  time  has  blurred," 
affording  items  of  information  and  details  of  events  nowhere  else 
obtainable,  excepting  in  like  repositories." 

In  this  connection  the  Committee  asked  for  the  influence  of  the 
members  with  the  conductors  of  newspapers  in  their  several  locali- 
ties, to  have  files  of  their  respective  journals  preserved  for  the 
Society,  and  transmitted  yearly  for  preservation  in  the  library.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  their  transmission 
daily  or  weekly,  as  miscarriage  would  not  be  so  likely  to  occur. 
Only  two  papers  were  now  received  regularly  from  the  publishers. 

The  Committee  stated  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  had  con- 
tinued his  supervision  of  the  library  to  the  present  time,  but  his  en- 
gagements being  such  as  render  it  burdensome,  it  would  be  in  accord- 
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ance  with  his  wishes  were  the  Society  at  this  meeting  to  appoint  a 
Librarian,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Cougar 
in  July,  1872.  A  report  of  the  additions  made  to  the  library  by 
donations  was  submitted,  the  total  number  being  43  volumes  and  192 
pamphlets.* 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  a  number 
of  names  that  were  referred  to  them,  and  the  gentlemen  were  there 
upon  elected  members,  and  several  new  nominations  were  received. 
The  chair  appointed  the  Standing  Committees  for  1875  as  follows : 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
Pennington.  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Edward  Sealey,  Robert 
S.  Swords,  Robert  F.  Ballantine,  W.  A.  Whitehead. 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  Wm.  B.  Mott,  L.  Spen- 
cer Goble,  John  C.  Johnston,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N.  Halstead,  F.  W.  Jackson,  E.  M. 
Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  David  Naar,  Robert 
B.  Campfield. 

Judge  Nixon,  Mr.  Richey  and  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  1875,  who  subsequently  re- 
ported the  following,  who  were  elected : 

President — Henry  W.  Green,  LL.D.,  of  Trenton. 

Vice  Presidents — Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville, 
Wm.  B.  Kinney,  of  Morristown,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  of  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — William  A.  Whitehead,  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — David  A.  Hayes,  Newark. 

Treasurer — Robert  S.  Swords,  Newark. 

Librarian — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  of  New- 
ark; N.  Norris  Halstead,  of  Kearney;  John  Hall,  D.D.,  oi 
Trenton;  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield ;  Samuel  Allinson,   of 

♦See  page  12. 
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Yardville ;  Theodore  F.  Randolph,  of  Morristown ;  Hugh  H. 
Bowne,  of  Rahway ;  Joel  Parker,  of  Freehold ;  Joseph  N.  Tut- 
tle,  of  Newark — with  the  officers. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Nathaniel  Niles,  Joel  Parker,  Daniel  Haines,  and  W.  A. 
Whitehead,  was  continued. 

Mr.  Whitehead  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  who  has  for  two  years  filled 
the  position  of  President  of  the  Society,  has  removed  from  the  State,  and  in 
consequence  has  declined  a  re-election  to  the  office  he  has  so  acceptably  filled  ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Society,  on  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers,  by  placing  another  in  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent, cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their  regret  at  the  dissolution  of  those 
associations  which  have  been  the  source  of  much  pleasure  to  them  all,  and  the 
loss  of  those  services  which  have  ever  tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  and 
would  convey  to  him  assurances  of  their  high  appreciation  and  regard. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted,  and  the  Secretary  in- 
structed to  transmit  them  to  Dr.  Rodgers. 

Mr.  Whitehead  called  up  the  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  sub- 
mitted at  the  last  meeting,  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Library,  viz.,  to  strike  out  of  Article  XI  the  words  "  in  their 
discretion,  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  articles,  whatever 
sums  may  be  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  Societ}^,"  and  insert 
"  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  articles,  for  binding  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  and  for  the  remuneration  of  the  Librarian  and  his 
assistants,  such  sums  as  in  their  discretion  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  well-being  of  the  Library." 

Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.,  presented  for  the  librar}r  the  marriage 
license,  from  Gov.  William  Franklin,  of  Jacob  Quick  of  Amwell 
Township,  to  Jerusha  Rose  of  Hopewell  Township,  Hunterdon 
County,  dated  October  28th,  1772. 

Miss  S.  S.  Stafford  presented  for  the  cabinet  of  the  Society 
some  relics  of  the  Revolution  which  had  been  preserved  by  the  late 
Mr.  C.  C.  Haven. 
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Ex-Gov.  Parker  made  some  remarks  upon  tho  interesting  chart*: 
ter  of  much  of  the  early  history   of  Monmouth   County,  and   stated 
that  the  early  records  which  he  had  submitted  for  the  examination  of 
the  members  at  a  former  meeting,   were  yet  in  his  possession,  and  a 
copy  of  them  might  be  obtained  for  the  Society  if  thought  advisable. 

Mr.  Duryee  urged  upon  the  members  the  obligation  to  do  for  their 
respective  localities  what  Gov.  Parker  had  done  for  Monmouth,  re- 
membering that  the  history  of  the  several  counties  ante  dated  that 
of  the  State,  and  that  to  have  the  latter  reliable  the  former  should 
be  rescued  from  the  doubts  and  gloom  that  now  too  much  prevail. 

It  was  understood  that  Gov.  Parker  would  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
Records  referred  to. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess*  and  on  reassembling,  Mr.  Wm. 
N ei. son  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Statistics  be  authorized,  in  behalf  of  this 
Society,  to  recommend  to  the  Legislature  at  the  present  session,  the  adoption 
of  measures  to  collect,  in  connection  with  the  decennial  State  Census,  such  sta- 
tistics as  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  progress  and  present  condition  of  New 
Jersey  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  mining,  and  other  elements  of 
its  prosperity. 

Mr.  Allinson,  of  Yardville,  presented  to  the  Society  a  very  in- 
teresting subscription  list  for  copies  of  u  Mavor's  Universal  History," 
published  in  1803  in  twenty-five  volumes.  The  roll  had  appended 
the  signatures  of  many  of  the  first  men  of  the  time,  such  as 
Richard  Stockton  and  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith  of  Princeton,  Gov- 
ernor Bloomfield.  Judges  Paterson  and  Kirkpatrick  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Elisha  Boudinot,  Rev.  E.  D.  Grffiin,  Gen.  John  N.  Camming, 
Alex  C.  McWhorter,  William  Halsey  and  others  of  Newark.  Com- 
modore Truxton  of  Amboy,  John  Rutherfurd  and  Stephen  Van 
Cortlandt  of  Belleville,  &c. 

Mr.  Allinson  also  read  a  very  interesting  paper  detailing  the 
intercourse  between  the  State  and  the  Delaware  Indians  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  which  led  to  the  purchase  of  land  for  their 
accommodation  in  Burlington  county — their  subsequent  removal,  etc.; 
in  all  which  the  course  of  New  Jersey  was  so  marked  by  considera- 
tion and  kindness  towards  the  natives  as  to  lead  them  to  confer  upon 
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her  the  title  of  "  the  great  arbiter  or  doer  of  justice."  The  paper 
was  listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  at  its  close  its  facts  and 
statements  were  commented  on  by  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon,  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Buchanan,  Clarke,  Wilson  and  others,  and,  on  motion,  Mr.  Allinson 
was  requested  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Whitehead  read  a  paper  received  from  Mr.  Edwin  Salter  of 
Washington,  on  "  The  Significance  of  Geographical  Names  in  the 
Counties  of  Monmouth  and  Ocean  and  their  vicinity." 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  a  snuff- 
box received  from  the  Duke  of  York  by  the  Rev.  John  Demarest  in 
1821,  for  his  services  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  Major  Andre  to  England,  which  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Blauvelt  of  Paterson.  Mr.  Nelson,  in  connection  with  its  presenta- 
tion, read  a  paper  giving  the  details  which  prompted  the  gift  of  the 
box  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Demarest,  a  copy  of  which  was  asked  for  after 
some  and  earnest  and  appreciative  remarks  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  in  May  next. 
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John  F.  Babcock,  New  Brunswick. 

Joseph  Black,  Newark. 

Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown,  Camden. 

Peter  Cortelyou,  Franklin  Park,  Middlesex  Co. 

Rev.  Daniel  S.  Foster,  Pennington. 

Rev.  John  Gaston,  D.D.,  Passaic. 

Rev.  ¥ra.  H.  Harison;  Newark. 

H.  Ellis  Hart,  Jersey  City. 

Henry  R.  Kennedy,  Bloomsbury. 

F.  B.  Mandeville,  M.D.,  Newark. 

John  C.  Mandeville,  Newark. 

E.  Newton  Miller,  Newark. 

James  Owen,  Newark. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Parkman,  Red  Bank. 

Alfred  Reed,  Trenton. 

Clinton  G-.  Reynolds,  Orange. 

J.  S.  Thompson,  Swedesboro1. 

B.  W.  Throckmorton,  Jersey  City  Heights. 

Rev.  J.  Bloomfield  Wetherill,  Newark. 

Alexander  Wurtz,  Flemington. 

CORRESPONDING    MEMBER. 

J.  H.  Simpson,  Brig.  Gen'l  U.  S.  A. 

HONORARY    MEMBER. 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Neill,  A.  M.,  Mineapolis,  Minn. 
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ANNOUNCED  JAN.  21st,  1875. 

From  the  United  States  Patent  Office — The   Official   Gazette,  Vol.  5, 
Nos.  18  to  26.     Vol.  6,  Nos.  1  to  26. 

General  Index  to  Volumes  3  and  4. 
From  Mr.  G.  A.  Voorhees — A  fac-simile  copy  of  the  Ulster  County 
Gazette,  Jan.  4,    1800,  containing  an  account  of  the  funeral  of 
Washington. 
From  Essex  Institute,  Mass. — Collections,  Vol.  XII,  part  3,  and  Bul- 
letin, June,  July  and  August,  1873;  March  to  August,  and  Octo- 
ber, 1874. 
From  Miss  S.  S.  Stafford — Original  manuscript  Petition  of  74  Free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  Morris  County   to   Governor  Franklin, 
asking  for  a  Law  restricting  the  ranging  of  Cattle.     Date  uncer 
tain. 
From   Br.    S.    A.    Green,  Mass. — Harvard   Memorial    Biographies. 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  1867.     2  Vols.,  8vo. 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics.  Vol.  VI.,  Nos.  3  and  4. 
Boston  :  January  and  April,  1874. 

Lecture  by  Rev.  Thomas  K.  Beecher  at  Elmira,  N.Y.,  Jan.  9th, 
1870. 

Act  of  Incorporation  and  By-Laws  of  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society.     Boston  :   1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  same  Society  at  the  100th  Anniversary  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Tea  in  Boston  Harbor.     Dec.  1 6th,  1873. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massa- 
chusetts.    Jan.,  1874.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
5  Pamphlets. 

Reports  of  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  1871  and  1873, 
and  other  medical  pamphlets. 

War  Powers  of  the  President  and  the  Legislative  Powers  of 
Congress  and  War  Claims  against  the  United  States,  by  Wm. 
Whiting.     Boston :   1873. 
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Catalogue  of  Lawrence  Academy,  Groton.      1873. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Town  of  Groton.     1873-4. 

Boston  Statutes  and  Ordinances  relating  to  Public  Health. 

Corporal  Punishment  in  Public  Schools,  by  Merrill  Wymau, 
M.D.     Cambridge:    1867. 

Services  for  the  Installation  of  Officers  and  Burial  of  the  Dead 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.     Boston  :   1873. 

President  Greeley  in  1872,  President  Hoffman  in  1876,  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  Ring.  Pharaoh  Budlong,  (Fred  B.  Perkins). 
Boston:    1872. 

Rules  and  Regulations  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  State  Aid. 
Boston,  1872,  '73,  '74. 

Manual  of  Public  Schools  of  Boston,  1874,  and  four  other  Edu- 
cational Pamphlets. 

Reports  (20)  of  various  Charitable  Institutions  of  Boston. 

Proceedings  of  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.     1873,  '74.  « 

Address  before  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  by  Andrew  J. 
Peabody,   Feb.  22d,  1874.     Boston. 

From  Hudson    County   Bar  Association — Obituar}r   Addresses,  &c, 

on  the  death  of  Abraham  0.  Zabriskie,  LL.D.      1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From  U.  S.  Coast  Survey — Report  for  1870.      1  Vol.,  4to. 
M-om  Rev.  S.  M.  Studdiford — Address  on   the  25th  Anniversary  of 

the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  Trenton,  N.  J.     1874. 
From  R.    S.   Swords — Results  of  the   Resumption   of  Specie  Pay- 
ments in  England,  1819,  1823;  a  lesson   and  a   warning  to   the 
public  of  the  United  States,  by  Henry  Carey  Baird. 

Speech  of  Hon.  Wm.  D.  Kelley  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  way  to  restore  the  Revenues,  March 
7th,  1874. 

Letters  on  the  Crisis ;  Currency ;  and  the  Credit  System,  b\ 
Henry  0.  Baird.     1873. 

Correspondence  between  Pliny  Freeman  and  Hugh  McCulloch 
on  Rate  of  Interest  as  a  Regulator. 

Treasurer's  Report  of  N.  Y.  Produce  Exchange  and  Annual 
Address  of  the  President,  May  26th,  1874. 
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Annual  Report  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Milwaukiefor  1873. 

Report  of  Consolidation  Coal  Company  of  New  York,  1871, 
1873. 

Recollections  of  an  Old  Cartman,  by  Isaac  S.  Lyon,  Boonton, 
N.  J.     1872. 

New  Jersey  Centennial  Tea  Party,  held  in  Trenton  Feb.  25th, 
26th,  1874. 

Sermon  by  Morgan  Dix,  S.T.D.,  Rector  in  Trinity  Church,  New 
York,  Ascension  Day,  May,  14th,  1874. 

Sixteenth  Grand  State  Fair,  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society. 
1874. 

Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Stansberry,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Burling- 
ton, May  27th,  1873. 

Sermon  by  Rev.  Octavius  Applegate,  St.  George's  Church, 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. — Historic  Discourse  at  Quarter 
Century  Anniversary  of  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana,  Dec.  27th,  1873,  by  Rev.  Blackford  Condit. 
Cinn.  :   1874. 

A  Discourse  commemorating  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Hervey,  D.D.,  Martinsburgh,  Ohio,  by  Rev.  Dwight  B. 
Hervey,  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio, 
March  31st.  1872. 

Because  and  Wherefore :  a  Baccalaureate  Address  before 
Wabash  College,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  1874.  By  Joseph 
F.  Tuttle,  President. 

Essays  in  Literature  and  Ethics,  by  Charles  White,  D.D.,  Presi- 
dent Wabash  College.     Boston:    1853. 
From  Wilmington  Institute — Seventeenth  Annual  Report.      April, 

1874. 
From  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society — A  History  of  New  Sweden, 
or  the  Settlements  on  the  River  Delaware,  by  Israel  Acrelius. 
Translated  by  Wm.  M.  Reynolds,  D.D.     1874.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From  Newark  Board  of  Trade — Newark  Directory,  1873-4. 
From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections,  Vol.  II.,  part  2. 

1874. 
From  Boston  Public  Library— Bulletins,  Nos.  4,  7,  12,  21,  26,  30,  31. 
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From  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Minnesota — The  Geological  and 

Natural  History  of  Minnesota.      1873. 
From  Yale  College — Obituary  Records  of  1873.  '74. 

Statements  respecting  the  late  progress  and  present  condition  of 
the  various  departments  of  the  University. 
Catalogues,  1874-f>. 
From  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings   for  March    16th 
and  April  25th,  1866,  and  October  21st,  1868. 
Transactions.      Vols.  Ill  and  IV. 
From  L.  W.  Oakley,  M.D. — History  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,   in- 
cluding the  early   history   of  Union  County,  by   Rev.    Edwin  F. 
Hatfield,  D.D.      1  Vol.,  8vo.     4  copies. 
From  Henry  G.   Darcy — Jubilee   of  the   Constitution,  by   John  Q. 

Adams.     Having  autograph  of  John  S.  Darcy. 
From  the  Author — Genealogy   of  the   Kingsbury   Family,  by   John 
Ward  Dean.     Boston. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Prince  Society. 
Brief  History  of  the  New  England  Historical  and  Geneaologi- 
cal  Register.     J.  W.  Dean.      1863. 

Memoir  of  Rev.  Giles  Firman,  and  of  the  ejected  members  of 
1662,  by  J.  W.  Dean. 

Reported  Embarkation  for   America  by   Cromwell,  by  J.  W. 
Dean. 
From  Iowa  State  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa.     1874.     July, 

1874. 
From  Edwin  M.  Salter — Newspapers  containing  items   of  history  of 
Salem  County,  New  Jersey. 

From Philadelphia  Telegraph,  containing  an  article  on 

the  early  history  of  Coal,  read  before  the  Historical  Society  by 
Wm.  J.  Buck. 
From American  Monthly  Illustrated  Magazine,  His- 
tory and  Literature,     Vol.  IV.,  No.  37. 

From Obituary  Notice   of  J.    Edgar  Thompson,  from 

the  Philadelphia  Telegraph. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,  by 
E.  S.  Cox,  Geologist. 
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From In   Memoriam.     Our   Heroic  Dead.     Newark, 

Ohio.      1874. 

From  the  Publishers — The  American  Bibliopolist,  May  to  Dec,  1874. 

From  Samuel  G.  Drake — Narrative,  Remarks, Expository  Notes  and 
Historic  Criticisms  on  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi- 
cal Society.      1872. 

From  American  Swedenborg  Printing  and  Publishing  Company — 
Nineteen  Volumes  of  their  publications. 

From  Wm.  Foster  Dodge — South  Carolina  and  Georgia  Almanac. 
1755,  1764,  1765,  1773. 

From  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education — Circulars  of  Information.  Nos, 
1  to  3.     1874. 

From  J.  Ogden  Clark — The  Montclair  Herald.  June  20,  1873,  to 
June  1874. 

From  the  Author — The  Irish  Republic :  Ireland  and  her  oppressors, 
by  P.  Cudmore  Le  Seuer,  Minnesota  :   1871. 

From  Joseph  N.  luttle — The  London  Times,  Nov.  7th,  1805,  and 
June  22d,  1815. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings,  Vol.  XIV. 
January  to  June,  1874. 

From  Regents  of  the  New  York'  University — Twenty -third  Annual 
Reports  on  the  condition  of  the  State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History. 
1870,  1872. 

Fifty  sixth   Annual  Report  of  the  State  Library,  New  York, 
1873. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institute — Contributions  to  Knowledge.  Vol. 
XIX. 

Report  for  1872. 

Miscellaneous  Collections,  Vols.  X.,  XI.  and  XII. 

From  Wm.  A.  Whitehead — Miscellaneous  Pamphlets  and  newspa- 
per slips.     Old  Times  in  Monmouth  County. 

From  Theo.  S.  Parvin,  by  the  hands   of  Joseph  S.  Hough,  Constitu- 
tion of  the   Grand  Encampment  of  Knight  Templars,   U.  S.  A. 
1871. 
Proceedings  of  the  same,  1816  to  1856. 

From  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.D. — On  Prison  Discipline  and  Penal 
Legislation.     Nashville,  Tenn. 
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From  Historical  and  Geneoloyical  Society — Register.     April  to  De06m 

ber,  1874. 
From  Francis  Lindslcy — Morning   Herald,   New  York.     M;i\.   1885. 

Vol.  I,  No.  1. 
From  the  Neiu  York  Geneoloyical  and  Biogra/pMcal  Society — Record. 

Vol.  V.,  No.  4.     Vol.  VI.,  No.  1. 
From  S.  E.   Staples — Programmes  of  Concerts   17th  Annual  Festi 

val  of  the  Worcester  County  Musical  Association.      1874. 
From  Amos  H.  Searfoss — Ancient  Bible:   Book  of  Common  Prayer, 

and  the  whole  Book  of  Psalms  in  English  Metre,  by  Sternhold  & 

Hopkins.     London  :   1708-1709.     Upon  the  fly-leaf  is  recorded 

the   birth   of  children   of  Joseph  and   Mary   Hixon,    1752,  1768, 

maternal  ancestors  of  the  donor.      1  Vol. 

Washington's  Farewell  Address,  with  a  certificate  of  the  mem- 
bership of  Amos  Hixon  of  the  Township  of  Greenwich,  N.  J.,  in 

the  Washington  Benevolent  Society.     1813. 
From  D.  C.  Hickey — A  piece  of  the  Flag  of  the  C.  S.  A.,  used  on 

the  State  House,  Richmond,  Va. 
From    Charles  H.  Hart — Manuscript  Deed  from  James   Logan  of 

Philadelphia,  to  Stephen  Crane,  Robert  Ogden  and  Ralph   Smith, 

for  land  in  Reading  and  Lebanon  Townships,  on  North  Branch  of 

Raritan.     June  10  th,  1738. 
From Franklin,  Iowa,  Newspapers  containing  Church 

Reminiscences,  by  A.D.S.     Oct.  28th  and  November  7th,  1874. 
From  Guy  La  Tourette — A  Tour  in  Northern  New  Jersey.      1  Vol. 

12  mo. 
From The  New  Jersey   Herald,  Dec.  30th,  _Jau.  6th 

and  13th,  containing  articles,  Old  Times  along  the  Delaware,  and 

Old  Dutch  Churches. 
From  George  H.  Preble,   U.  S.  N. — A  complete  list  of  Vessels  in 

U.  S.  Navy;  1797  to  1874,  showing  the  Personelle,  Expenditures, 

&c. 
From  Robert  Clarke,  Cinn.,  Ohio — In  Memoriam  Samuel  S.  Fisher. 
From  the  Society — Annual  Report  of  the  Historical  and   Philosophi- 
cal Society  of  Ohio.      1874.     Constitution,   By-Laws,  etc. 
From  Mrs.  Jacob  Van  Arsdale — Portrait  of  Rev.  Hooper  Cnmming. 

formerly  of  Newark. 
3 
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From  General  John  Watts  De  Py ester — Sketch  of  General  George  H. 
Thomas,  U.S.A.,  from  "Representative  Men,"  and  Address  upon 
his  Life  and  Character  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
January  5th,  1875.     By  General  J.  W.  De  Py  ester. 

La  Royale,  Part  VII.,  containing  Cumberland  Church,  or  the 
Heights  of  Farmville :  the  last  stricken  Field  of  the  A  rmy  of 
Northern  Virginia — with  Portraits  and  Maps.  100  copies  only 
printed. 
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Origin  and  Signification  of  Geographical  Names 

in  the  Counties  of  Monmouth  and  Ocean  and 

their  vicinity,  in  New  Jersey. 

Received  from  Mr.   Edwin  Salter. 


MONMOUTH. 


Monmouth  County  was  established  March,  1683,  and  was  so 
named  by  Col.  Lewis  Morris,*  after  Monmouthshire,  England.  This 
county  in  turn  received  its  name  from  its  shire  town,  Monmouth, 
situted  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Wye  and  Monnow.  In  a  mod- 
ern notice  of  the  town  of  Monmouth,  England,  it  is  said  that  the 
name  is  derived  from  a  mountain  at  the  mouth  of  the  river — Mon 
Mouth,  Mountain  Mouth.  From  the  peculiar  and  picturesque  situa- 
tion of  the  town  this  would  seem  plausible,  but  older  authorities  give 
a  different  origin  to  the  name. 


W.  A.  Whitehead. 
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The  British  Encyclopedia,  speaking  of  its  being  situated  on  a 
tongue  of  land  between  the  Wye  and  Monnow  rivers,  says  the  Dame 
is  from  Monnow-mouth,  shortened  to  Mon-mouth.  And  this  is  con- 
firmed by  Leland,  a  very  ancient  English  writer,  who  is  endorsed  l>\ 
Heath  in  his  interesting  description  of  Monmouthshire,  and  also  by 
the  Cambrian  Register.  Leland  says,  in  quaint,  ancient  orthography 
and  style : 

"  Monmouth  towne  ys  waulled  and  standeth  yn  the  diocese  of 
Hereford  between  ii  ryvers  Wy  and  Mone  of  which  yt  taketh  name. 
Of  these  ii  ryvers  Wy  to  us  standeth  lower  and  Mone  higher." 

As  the  ancient  name  of  the  Monnow  seems  thus  to  have  been 
Mone,  and  as  the  town  is  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  it  seems  reasona- 
ble that  Mon-mouth  is  from  Mone-mouth,  which,  says  an  ancient 
English  writer,  is  euphonia  gratia  Monmouth. 

colt's  neck. 

Howe's  Historical  Collections  says  this  name  is  a  corruption  of 
Call's  Neck;  but  this  is  undoubtedly  erroneous.  The  name  was 
probably  derived  from  an  innkeeper's  sign  upon  which  was  painted 
the  old  crest  of  New  Jersey,  a  horse's  head  within  a  wreath.  Other 
places  in  our  State  have  been  known  by  innkeepers'  signs,  as  White 
Horse,  Black  Horse,  Red  Lion,  Blue  Ball,  &c. 

TINTON    FALLS. 

This  name  is  a  corruption  of  Tintern,  after  which  place  in  Mon- 
mouthshire, England,  famous  for  its  abbey,  it  was  named.*  Heath's 
Monmouthshire  gives  an  interesting  sketch  of  this  famed  abbey. 

ALLENTOWN. 

Probably  after  Chief  Justice  William  Allen  of  Pennsylvania, 
after  whom  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  named.  Mr.  Allen  was  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  the  Penn  family,  from  whom  he  derived  large  grants  oi 
land.  Gov.  John  Penn  married  his  daughter.  His  son,  James  Allen 
of  Philadelphia,  became  heir  to  his  estate.  This  Allen  family  was 
interested  in  land  enterprises  in  New  Jersey. f 

*  W.  A.  Whitehead.  tPeSnsylvaiiia  Histories. 
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NAVESINK. 

Of  Indian  origin,  meaning  high  land  between  waters.* 

EATONTOWN. 

After  John  Eaton,  an  early  settler,  f 

SHREWSBURY. 

This  name  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  means  "  a  city  near 
which  were  many  shrubs.  "J 

barnegat — Ocean  County. 

This  name  is  of  Dutch  origin  and  originally  written  Barende-gat, 
meaning  "  breakers'  inlet,"  corrupted  to  Barndegat  and  finally  to 
Barnegat.  || 

tom's  river — Ocean  County. 

One  tradition  says  that  this  place  was  named  after  a  noted  Indian 
named  Tom  who  lived  on  an  island  in  the  river.  This  is  probably 
incorrect,  as  Indian  Tom  was  living  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  land  records  show  the  place  was  named  Toms  River  fifty 
years  before  (1727). 

Another  more  probable  tradition  is  that  it  was  named  after  Capt. 
William  Tom,  who  came  to  this  country  with  the  English  expedition 
that  conquered  the  Dutch  in  1664.  He  located  on  the  Delaware  in 
the  fall  of  this  year,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  to  various  offices 
of  trust,  among  them  that  of  land  agent  and  collector  of  quit  rents 
from  falls  of  the  Delaware  (near  Trenton)  to  Cape  May.  In  collecting 
land  rents  and  searching  for  eligible  places  for  settlers  to  locate,  it  is 
said  he  visited  the  stream  now  known  as  Toms  River  and  induced 
the  first  English  settlers  to  locate  there,  and  they  called  the  place 
after  him.  Captain  William  Tom  seems  to  have  been  a  trustworthy, 
energetic  man,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Governors  Nicholls, 

*  Webster.  %  Webster. 

f  Gov.  Parker's  Address,  Howe's  Collections,  &c.       ||Brodhead's  New  York. 
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Lovelace  and  Andros,  of  John  Fenwick,  the  noted   proprietor,  and 
of  the  Dutch,  Swedes,  English  and  Indians.* 

dover — Ocean  County. 

The  name  of  this  Township  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  means 
a  ferry,  f 

mannahaukin — Ocean  County. 
Of  Indian  origin,  said  to  mean  good  corn  land.J 

west  creek — Ocean  County. 

Of  Indian  origin,  probably  from  Weos-conck  or  Waus-conk,  a 
place  to  get  meat  or  eatables. §  In  old  maps  the  name  is  variously 
given  as  Wesconk,  Wisconk,  Westecunk,  &c,  and  finally  settled  to 
West  Creek.  The  Indians  from  West  Jersey  resorted  here  for 
oysters,  clams,  fish,  wild  fowl,  &c. 

new  egypt — Ocean  County. 

Tradition  says  that  an  old  settler  named  Cowperthwaite  Kimmons 
owned  a  mill  here  and  raised  much  corn,  on  which  account  people  at 
a  distance  jokingly  called  the  place  New  Egypt.  | 

howell — Monmouth  County. 

This  Township  was  set  off  from  Shrewsbury  in  1801,  the  last  year 
that  Richard  Howell  was  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  proba- 
bly named  in  compliment  to  him. 

SQUAN MANASQUAN. 

Howe's  Historical  Collections  (page  512)  says:  "Manasquan, 
an  enclosure  with  a  house  therein  ;  perhaps  a  fort  or  place  of  defence 
on  this  (Manasquan)  river." 

Squan  is  also  a  New  England  geographical  name  of  Indian  origin. 
May  it  not  be  derived  from  Squaw-on,  "women's  place  ?"     The  Indi- 

*  Hazard's  Annals  of  Pennsylvania  has  various  quotations  from  early  records 
regarding  Captain  Tom. 

f  Arthur  on  Sirnames,  Webster,  &c.      %  Gordon,  Schoolcraft,  Tradition,  Ac. 

§See  Schoolcraft.  ||  Hon.  James  Cowperthwaite,  New  Egypt 
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ans  when  starting  on  the  war  path  would  be  likely  to  leave  their 
squaws  and  children  in  "  an  enclosure  with  a  house  therein"  as  some 
sort  of  protection  against  enemies  in  their  absence.  If  this  sugges- 
tion of  the  origin  of  the  name  Squan  is  correct,  then  Mana-squan 
probably  signified  "  an  island  with  an  enclosure  for  squaws/'  About 
the  time  of  the  first  settlements  made  by  the  Swedes  and  Dutch  in 
West  Jersey,  the  New  Jersey  Indians  were  occasionally  harassed 
by  raids  made  by  other  tribes,  in  consequence  of  which  they  would 
probably  look  out  for  some  comparatively  safe  retreat  for  their  women 
and  children.  The  Indians  in  West  Jersey  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  various  paths  to  the  sea  shore,  and  as  their  enemies  usually 
attacked  them  in  their  villages  near  the  Delaware,  it  would  be  natu- 
ral for  them  to  send  their  families  to  their  familiar  resorts  near  the 
sea  shore  for  safety. 

RARITAN CHINGORORA. 

Thomas  Gordon  in  Historical  Collections  of  New  Jersey  (page 
512)  says  Raritan  means  Forked  River.  This  explanation  of  the 
origin  of  the  name  is  not  satisfactory  for  several  reasons.  Accord- 
ing to  Reichel  in  his  paper  before  the  Moravian  Historical  Society, 
1872,  based  on  Zeisberger,  Heckwelder  and  other  authorities,  the 
Indian  word  for  forked  was  lechan,  and  for  river  or  stream  hanne. 
The  Salem  Interpreter  in  Lossing  says  the  Delaware  word  for  river 
was  kitt-hanning  or  ket-hanning .  Harming  is  evidently  the  hanne  of 
Heckwelder,  and  kit  means  large  or  main  (Reichel,  p.  247).  Beside 
the  fact  that  it  seems  improbable  that  the  name  Raritan  is  a  corrup- 
tion of  Lechan-hanne  or  Lechan-nanning  the  Indian  words  for  Forked 
River,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  Raritan  should  be 
especially  called  "  a  forked  river."  Again,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
last  syllable  of  the  name  Rarifcm  signifies  place  or  locality.  Is  it 
not  more  probable  that  the  name  Raritan  is  a  corruption,  for  euphony, 
of  Rutte-an,  a  destroyed  place?  The  New  York  Colonial  Records 
inform  us  that  about  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  whites,  the  Indi- 
ans had  settlements  along  what  is  now  known  as  Raritan  bay,  but 
they  were  compelled  to  abandon  them  because  every  spring  their 
country  was  flooded,  destroying  their  maize  and  doing  other  injury. 
And  if  Rari  is  a  corruption  of  Rutte,  then  rora  in   Chingo-rora,  the 
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Indian  name  for  the  vicinity  of  Keyport,  is  probably  of  the  same 
origin.  Chingo  means  where,  what,  when,  &c,  and  hence  Chingo- 
rora  "  where  destroyed'- — substantially  "where  the  locality  is  thai 
was  destroyed,"  The  Indians  in  this  locality  had  their  maize  stored 
in  holes  under  ground,  which  the  freshets  spoiled  and  probably  made 
their  wigwams  unfit  for  habitations.* 

waackaack — waycake. — Monmouth  County. 

This  name  possibly  may  be  of  the  same  origin  as  Wachachkeek  in 
New  York  State.  A  tradition  in  that  vicinity  says  the  name  means 
11  house  land."  Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  the  learned  New  York  his- 
torian, says  of  this  place,  one  of  the  plains  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  that 
the  name  signifies  "  hilly  land"  or  "high  land,"  from  icachon,  a  hill, 
and  lceag.\  In  same  magazine,  page  45,  another  correspondent  says 
haach  means  goose,  and  the  Salem  Interpreter  in  Lossing's  Record 
says  the  Indian  word  for  goose  was  rahake,  substantially  the  same. 
This  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  Waackaack  might  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  ock  kaack,  a  place  for  geese  or  wild  geese. 

Among  the  first  whites  who  regularly  visited  the  shores  of  old 
Monmouth,  were  men  employed  by  the  noted  Dutch  patroon,  Van 
Rensellaer.J  Is  it  not  possible  that  some  of  these  Dutch  may  have 
named  the  place  after  Wachachkeek,  N.Y.,  and  that  the  name  proba- 
bly signifies  a  place  for  wild  geese  ?  Campanius  says  the  Indian 
word  for  goose  was  Hack  or  Cahack,  and  De  Laet  gives  it  as  Cia- 
hack. 

oinnaminson — Burlington  County. 

A  correspondent  of  Historical  Record  (Vol.  I.  p.  313,)  says  there 
are  many  places  of  this  name  in  the  United  States,  and  asks  the 
meaning.     In  reply  another  correspondent  says  : 

"  The  word  cinna  signifies  stone ;  minshce  is  tree,  and  cinna  mm- 
shee  means  stone  tree.     This  name  the  Indians   applied  to  the  sugar 

*For  Rutte  hock,  burned  or  destroyed  land,  see  Lossing's  Hist.   Ilec,  July. 
18*72,  p.  310;  Matta-rutti,  good  for  nothing,  according  to  Campanius,  &c. 
fHist.  Mag.,  1859.  p.  367. 

JSee  W.  A.  Whitehead's  reference  to  "  A  voyage  to  Navesink  by  Mr.  Krieges 
liovert  Lookermans  and  others  in  the  Company's  yacht,  1663." 
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maple  tree,  probably  because  the  sap  on  being  boiled  became  hard. 
Sinne  was  not  only  intended  for  stone  but  oftentimes  for  hard ;  for 
instance,  a  person  hard  to  deal  with  is  called  Achsinne.* 

This  explanation  will  hardly  answer  for  the  New  Jersey  Cinna- 
minson.  Cinna  or  Sinne,  it  is  quite  certain,  means  stone.  But  as  to 
the  sugar  maple  it  was  unknown  to  the  Indians  of  this  section.  For 
"  tree"  the  Delaware  word  was  hittock,  as  stated  in  Salem  Interpre 
ter,  and  hitteocke  according  to  De  Lact ;  others  give  it  as  hittoke — 
all  three  substantially  the  same.  It  is  therefore  decidedly  improba- 
ble that  the  sugar  maple  had  anything  to  do  with  giving  the  name. 
Is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  name  originally  was  cinna-minna-on, 
"the  stone  island  place,"  the  letter  "  s  "  thrown  in  for  euphony? 
Hard  stones,  such  as  the  Indians  used  for  their  rude  tools,  were 
scarce  in  South  Jersey,  and  any  locality  where  they  could  be  found 
would  be  noted.  Might  not  the  name  have  been  applied  to  the 
islands  or  flats  in  the  Delaware  near  Trenton,  once  and  perhaps  still 
noted  for  cobble  stones  and  the  name  transferred  by  the  whites  to  a 
locality  farther  down  the  river  than  the  Indians  intendea  ?  It  is  true 
that  in  years  gone  by  the  upper  part  of  the  Delaware  river  has  frozen 
over  and  in  shoal  places  the  ice  has  imbedded  stones,  and  spring 
freshets  have  brought  down  huge  cakes,  some  of  which  have  drifted 
ashore  and  deposited  stones  brought  from  a  long  distance.  In  Iowa 
the  noted  Wall  Lake  receives  its  name  from  stone  deposited  like  a 
wall  in  some  places  on  its  bank  in  successive  }^ears,  layer  after  layer, 
by  ice.  It  is  barely  possible  that  stones  may  have  thus  been  stranded 
near  what  is  now  known  as  Cinnaminson — if  so,  it  would  have  been 
to  the  Indians  a  marked  locality.  But  it  is  more  probable  that  the 
name  was  given  to  the  little  island  further  up  the  river. 

The  discussions  in  various  periodicals  as  to  the  signification  of  the 
name  Manhattan,  have  pretty  well  established  the  fact  that  among 
the  Delawares  mona  or  minna  means  island.  The  Indian  word  for 
place  is  variously  given  as  on,  onk,  ong,  ank,  anke,  &c. 

In  the  quotation  above  made  from  the  Historical  Magazine,  it  is 
stated  that  minshee  means  tree ;  this  was  probably  on  the  authority 
of  the  Moravian  missionaries,  Zeisberger  and  Heckwelder.     These 

*M.  S.  H.  in.  His.  Mag.,  Vol.  11.  p.  26. 
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men  not  only  traveled  among  the  Delawares,  but  also  among  the 
Menomonees,  and  in  giving  the  meaning  of  Indian  names  they  seen 
sometimes  to  have  confounded  the  two,  as  in  this  case,  as  minshee 
was  not  the  Delaware  word  for  tree,  but  was  the  Menomonee  word. 
Mr.  Cummings,  the  Indian  Agent,*  gives  the  Menomonee  word  for 
tree  at  the  present  day  as  me-an-shah — substantially  the  minshee  of 
the  Moravians  of  the  last  century. f 

MATAWAN MATAVAN MATTEAWAN. 

A  tradition  in  the  vicinity  of  Matteawan,  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  says  Matawan  means  "  good  furs."  Moulton  and  Spafford  Bay 
it  means  u  highlands."  Schoolcraft  in  a  paper  read  before  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  name  is  from 
metai,  a  magician,  and  wian  or  wyaun,  a  skin,  and  Matawan  originally 
meant  in  substance  "a  charmed  skin;"  and  Schoolcraft's  opinion  is 
accepted  by  Brodhead  in  his  History  of  New  York. 

In  regard  to  Schoolcraft  as  authority  for  the  signification  of  geo- 
graphical names  of  Indian  origin,  the  chief  fault  found  with  him  by 
critics  has  been  that  instead  of  giving  the  most  simple,  evident  origin 
of  names,  he  will  labor  hard  to  find  poetical  or  fanciful  meanings,  as 
witness  his  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  names  Niagara,  Manhat- 
tan, Shawmut,  &c,  and  the  criticisms  thereon  in  Historical  Magazine, 
Lossing's  Historical  Record,  &c.  In  explaining  the  signification  of 
Matawan  may  he  not  again  be  straining  a  point  ? 

Mata  or  Matla  is  a  well  known  Delaware  negative  word,  signifying 
no,  not,  nothing,  not  good,  bad.J 

The  above  mentioned  Salem  Interpreter  says  the  Indian  word  for 
-a  dressed  skin  was  Hay,  and  for  undressed  skin  Hayes,  as  does  Cam- 
panula, which  does  not  correspond  with  Schoolcraft.     Is  it  not  possi- 

*Schoolcraft's  Archives. 

fCalvin,  the  educated  Delaware  Indian,  informed   Mr.  Samuel  Allinson  that 
Cinnaminson  meant  "the  place  of  tangled  roots." — Ed. 

JSee  Gabriel  Thomas'  History  of  West  Jersey.    Indian  Interpreter  from 
Salem  Records  in  Lossing's  Hist.  Rec.  July,  1872.    Reichel's  paper  on  origin  of 
Indian  geographical  names,  read  before  Moravian  Hist.  Soc.  1872.     Campanras' 
New  Sweden,  &c. 
4 


26  SELECTIONS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

ble  that  wian,  wyaun,  or  wan  may  mean  a  skin  used  only  for  the 
special  purpose  of  a  kind  of  coat,  being  thrown  on  the  shoulders  by 
the  Indians  ? 

The  "Salem  Interpreter"  defines  Aquewan  as  a  coat  or  woolen 
cloak.  As  to  aque  in  this  connection,  I  find  no  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion, unless  from  this  word  in  use  by  the  Delawares  in  Maryland, 
who  used  it  to  signify  "under"  or  "between;"*  and  it  may  have 
been  used  to  designate  the  cheap  match  coats  which  the  whites  sold 
the  Indians,  and  which  might  at  times  have  been  worn  under  the 
wian  or  dressed  skin. 

Mr.  Cummings,  Indian  Agent,  in  Schoolcraft's  Indian  Archives, 
Vol.  II.,  says  the  modern  Delaware  word  for  coat  is  shah-Jco-quee-yun. 
Quee-yun,  the  word  used  by  the  Delawares  at  present,  is  probably 
the  wian  of  two  centuries  ago.  As  to  shah-ko,  is  it  the  same  as 
Zeisberger  renders  scha-cha,  signifiying  straight  ?  (Shah  ko-quee-yun 
— straight  coat?) 

After  the  coming  of  the  whites  the  demands  of  their  trade  made 
it  an  object  to  the  Indians  to  secure  furs  of  beavers,  minks,  otters, 
and  other  small  animals  for  traffic,  but  for  the  use  of  the  Indians 
themselves,  the  skins  of  larger  animals  like  the  deer  and  bear  were 
of  much  more  importance,  and  hence  at  proper  seasons  they  felt  it 
important  to  seek  localities  where  they  could  secure  for  clothing, 
wigwam  use,  &c,  the  skins  of  larger  animals  essential  to  their  wants. 
And  in  many  localities  where  could  be  found  many  small  animals 
like  beavers,  otters,  &c,  to  give  "good  furs"  for  the  white  man's 
trade,  as  may  have  been  the  case  at  Matteawan,  N.  Y.,  and  Mata- 
wan,  N.  J.,  there  might  have  been  in  these  places  no  larger  animals 
to  furnish  their  wyauns  or.  wans,  and  hence  they  might  term  such 
places  matta-wian  or  matta-wan — no  place  to  get  skins  for  clothing, 
or  as  some  might  express  it,  a  poor  hunting  place. 

*See  Aquia,  &c.?  in  Reicjiel,  p.  275. 
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AN  INTERESTING  MEMENTO  OF  MAJOR  ANDRft, 
Read  before  the  Society  by  Mr.  William  Nelson. 


Perhaps  no  one  incident  of  the  American  Revolution  excited  a 
profounder  or  more  tender  interest  among  the  partisans  of  both  the 
contending  Nations,  than  the  capture  and  subsequent  ignominious 
death  as  a  spy  (at  Tappan,  N.  Y.,  a  few  hundred  yards  north  of  the 
New  Jersey  boundary  line,  October  2d,  1780,)  of  the  gallant  and 
accomplished  young  Major  John  Andre,  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  British  army.  The  century  that  has  since  well-nigh  elapsed  has 
not  lessened  the  interest  in  that  tragic  event,  but  has  rather,  indeed, 
served  to  intensify  the  sympathetic  emotions  with  which  we  read  of 
his  untimely  fate,  while  we  almost  wonder  now  that  the  exigencies 
of  war  should  have  then  seemed  so  urgent  as  to  require  the  summa- 
ry taking  of  that  chivalric  young  life,  so  full  of  promise  of  great 
renown.  The  principal  facts  of  his  life  and  death  and  place  of  burial 
are  familiar  to  every  schoolboy.  The  circumstances  of  the  removal 
of  the  remains,  forty  years  after  interment,  are  not  so  well  known, 
and  of  that  event  we  have  an  interesting  memento  here  to-day. 

Two  sisters  of  Major  Andre  having  interested  themselves  to  secure 
the  transfer  of  the  remains  to  England,  in  1821  the  British  Govern- 
ment took  measures  to  comply  with  their  affectionate  desire.  In 
August  of  that  year  a  British  man-of-war  arrived  in  the  Hudson 
river,  with  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  (uncle  of  the  pres- 
ent Queen  Victoria)  on  board.  The  British  Consul  at  New  York, 
Mr.  J.  Buchanan,  joined  his  distinguished  visitor,  and  the  vessel 
sailed  up  to  Tappan,  where  the  Duke  of  York,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Capt 
Paul,  commander  of  the  ship,  went  ashore  and  repaired  to  the  lonely 
grave  of  the  young  soldier  who  had  died  such  a  melancholy  death  in 
the  service  of  his  King.  The  owner  of  the  surrounding  farm  at  the 
time  was  the  Rev,  John  Demarest,  a  clergyman  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  at  Tappan.     He  treated  his  distinguished 
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guests  with  the  courtesy  due  to  their  social  and  official  station,  and 
with  the  sympathetic  consideration  which  their  humane  mission  de- 
served. The  solitary  cedar  tree  that  grew  above  the  resting-place 
of  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  young  soldier,  forming  his  only  visible 
monument,  was  removed,  and  the  grave  opened.  The  skeleton  was 
found  intact,  but  strange  to  say,  the  roots  of  the  cedar  had  penetra- 
ted to  the  skull  and  twined  themselves  among  the  bones.  The  re- 
mains having  been  exhumed  with  pious  care,  were  transferred  to  the 
British  vessel,  whither,  also,  was  taken  the  greater  part  of  the  cedar 
tree,  which  found  its  way,  in  minute  fragments,  into  hundreds  of  noble 
British  homes,  as  a  souvenir  of  the  lamented  young  Andre.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  precious  freight  in  England,  the  sisters  of  the  deceased, 
hearing  of  the  marked  kindness  shown  by  Mr.  Demarest,  were  anx- 
ious that  he  should  receive  some  testimonial  of  esteem  in  behalf  of 
the  friends  of  their  brother.  The  Duke  of  York,  with  that  kindness 
which  ever  characterized  his  conduct,  at  once  took  it  upon  himself  to 
see  that  this  was  done,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Demarest,  stating  the  wishes 
of  those  interested,  and  proposing  to  send  him  a  solid  silver  com- 
munion service,  if  agreeable.  To  this  the  reply  of  the  unpretending 
Dutchman  was  that  an  English  communion  service  would  probably 
be  out  of  place  in  a  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  America, 
and  that  a  simpler  gift  would  be  quite  as  acceptable  if  His  Royal 
Highness  insisted  upon  sending  any.  In  due  time  there  came  from 
England  through  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Demarest,  a  snuff-box,  which 
merits  a  full  description. 

This  box  is  round,  just  three  inches  in  diameter  externally,  where 
the  lid  and  bottom  join,  -and  two  and  a  half  inches  internal  diameter  ; 
the  cover  and  lid  bevel  outward  from  the  joint,  so  that  the  extreme 
diameter  across  the  top  or  bottom  is  three  and  a  half  inches ;  it  is  an 
inch  and  an  eighth  in  thickness,  the  lid  being  slightly  rounded  on  top  ; 
the  snuff  receptacle  is  five-eighths  of  an  inch  deep,  and  the  lid,  which 
fits  over  it  (without  a  hinge),  is  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch  deep. 
The  box  is  lined  with  gold,  the  inlaying  of  the  precious  metal  being 
very  thick.  The  box  itself  is  of  wood,  of  the  identical  cedar  that 
grew  over  Andre's  grave,  and  which  for  years  had  drawn  nourish- 
ment  from   his  ashes.     The   wood   shows    the    heart    of  the  tree, 
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and  is  exquisitely  polished.  It  shows,  moreover,  in  the  lid,  B  Ml  "I 
bullet  which  had  been  buried  in  the  tree  many  years  before  the  cedar 
was  removred,  and  which  had  marred  the  symmetry  of  its  growth  OH 
that  side,  and  caused  a  sort  of  cicatrice  in  the  efforts  of  nature  to 
close  the  wound.  The  shrinkage  of  the  wood  of  the  lid  has  made  a 
slight  fissure  on  one  side.  On  the  inside  of  the  lid,  on  the  golden 
lining,  is  the  following  inscription,  exquisitely  engraved  : 


Jrom 
IIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

%  fuke  of  fork 
TO    MARK    HIS    SENSE 

MBBR&l*  MTTEMTIQM 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  removal 
OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  LATE 

AT  TAPPAN 
°n    the   10th   August 

The  box  is  enclosed  in  a  neat  and  substantial  crimson  morocco 
case  lined  with  white  satin,  just  as  it  was  sent  over,  more  than  half 
a  century  ago. 

This  interesting  memento  of  the  Revolution,  of   a  gallant  young 

soldier's  sad  fate,  and  of  Royal  gratitude,  is  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Jas. 

I.  Blauvelt,  of  Paterson,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Demarest,  (now 

deceased,)  who  was  present  at  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Andre, 

and  from  whom  the  incidents  connected  therewith,  as  related  above, 

have  been  obtained.     She  was  once  offered  One  Hundred  Dollars 

for  the  souvenir,  but  in  vain.     It  is  too  highly  prized  by  her  and  her 

family  to  be  lightly  parted  with,  and  this  is  probably  the  first  occasion 

on  which  it  has  ever  been  out  of  the  immediate  possesion   of  the 

family— a  compliment  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  which  will 

doubtless  be  appreciated. 

William   NlCLSON, 
Paterson.  N.  J.,  Jan.  20th,  1875. 
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FRAGMENTARY  HISTORY  OF    THE  NEW  JERSEY 
INDIANS. 


The  treatment  of  the  aborigines  of  our  country  by  the  early  set- 
tlers and  their  immediate  descendants,  is  a  matter  which  necessarily 
occupies  the  attention  of  the  historian,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  when  he 
can  dwell  upon  evidences  of  justice  and  generous  kindness  on  the 
part  of  the  Europeans,  and  of  amhy  and  hospitality  on  that  of  the  Indi- 
ans. To  such  mutual  friendship  and  courtesy,  continued  through 
the  whole  intercourse  of  the  parties,  perhaps  no  State  in  the  Union 
can  revert  with  more  satisfaction  than  New  Jersey.  And  though 
the  Indian  is  now  to  us  a  vanished  race,  it  is  felt  to  be  owing  to 
causes  which  our  ancestors  could  not  control — to  the  adherence  by 
the  aborigines  to  the  tribal  fee  of  land  and  savage  modes  of  subsist- 
ence, and  their  consequent  disinclination  for  patient  labor.  It  is  de- 
sirable to  perpetuate  a  knowledge  of  the  kindly  relations  which  sub- 
sisted, if  only  as  another  proof  that  hostility  is  not  a  necessary  state 
between  comparatively  rude  and  civilized  inhabitants  of  the  same 
territory. 

A  document  has  come  into  my  possession,  from  among  the  papers 
of  Samuel  Smith,  the  historian  of  New  Jersey,  the  constitution  of 
"  The  New  Jersey  Association  for  helping  the  Indians;"  to  which 
"on  the  16th  day  of  the  month  called  April,  1757,''  the  names  of 
the  following  "Friends"  were  signed,  as  members  and  contributors: 
Daniel  Smith,  £20  ;  Samuel  Smith,  £20  ;  John  Smith,  £50  ;  Joshua 
Raper,  £6  ;  Joseph  Noble,  £5  8s.;  Edward  Cathrall,  £5.8;  Will- 
iam Heulings,  £5;  Elizabeth  Smith,  £16;  Richard  Smith,  £5; 
Thomas  Wetherill,  £4;  William  Hartshorn e,  £3;  Jonathan  Smith, 
£3;  John  Hoskins,  £2;  Hannah  Hartshorne,  £4.9;  Daniel  Smith, 
Jr.,  £5;  Scamon  Rodman,  £5;  Samuel  Rodman,  £5;  Patience 
Clews,  £1  ;  John  Woolman,  £6. 
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The  motto  adopted  by  the  Society,  a  very  appropriate  one,  is  from 
Isaiah  LVIII.  6,  7  and  9.  "  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen? 
*  *  *  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry  and  that  thou  bring  the 
poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house  ?  When  thou  seest  the  naked 
that  thou  cover  him  *  *  *  then  shalt  thou  call  and  the  Lord 
shall  answer,  thou  shalt  cry  and  he  shall  say,  '  Here  I  am.'  " 

The  preamble  sets  forth  as  "a  Truth  fresh  in  the  memory  of  sev- 
eral yet  living,  as  well  as  evidenced  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
the  first  settlers  in  general,  that  the  native  Indians  of  New  Jersey 
were  remarkably  kind  to  them,  not  only  suffering  thern  to  sit  down 
and  improve  their  possessions  quietly  (for  which  the  Indians  had  a 
consideration),  but  voluntarily  administering  to  their  frequent  neces- 
sities, when  they  could  expect  no  reward,  and  when,  without  their 
assistance,  some  of  the  first  settlers  must  have  suffered  exceedingly; 
and  this  too  at  a  time  when  there  were  many  hundreds  of  them  to 
one  White,  and  had  they  been  disposed  to  crush  the  growing  settle- 
ment, according  to  the  outward  appearance  of  things,  nothing  could 
have  been  easier.  But  so  far  were  they  from  thoughts  of  that  kind 
that  they  promoted  the  welfare  of  the  Whites  in  almost  every  in- 
stance where  it  was  in  their  power,  cherished  them  through  many 
distressing  intervals,  and  greatly  contributed,  under  Providence,  to 
render  an  otherwise  inhospitable  wilderness,  pleasant  to  the  European 
strangers.  Considering  therefore  the  scattered  situation  of  their 
posterity  and  the  real  wretchedness  in  which  many  of  them  are  in- 
volved through  their  own  bad  conduct,  and  in  part  for  want  of  a 
proper  place  of  residence,  where  they  might  live  comfortably  to- 
gether, and  by  hunting  and  fishing  and  what  they  could  raise  out  of 
the  earth,  support  themselves  in  a  more  convenient  and  reputable 
manner  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  we  are  desirous  to  procure  a 
suitable  homestead  for  the  tribe.  This  in  some  instances  might  have 
the  desired  effect,  but  if  it  should  not  be  the  case,  gratitude  to  the 
natural  and  original  proprietors  of  the  soil  whereon  we  reside,  who 
treated  our  predecessors  with  such  a  distinguished  regard,  and  to 
whose  justice  and  indulgence  then  many  families,  under  Providence, 
have  reason  to  acknowledge  their  well  being  now,  seems  to  demand 
some  lasting  testimonial  of  our  respect  to  their  posterity,  and  that, 
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not  only  for  the  treatment  our  ancestors  then  met  with,  but  for  the 
prudential  reasons  of  engaging  them  by  some  public  act  of  Christian 
benevolence,  to  continue  unshaken  in  their  friendship  to  the  English, 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  way  of  danger  or  of  being  seduced  by 
rambling  abroad,  and  to  exhibit  to  other  nations  of  Indians  a  stand 
ing  memento  of  justice  and  kindness,  which  it  may  be  reasonably 
expected  will  have  a  strong  and  lasting  influence  on  their  Councils, 
and  conduce  to  the  advantage  of  us  and  ours  and  our  neighbors  for 
many  years  to  come.  At  a  time  therefore  when  our  brethren  of 
Pennsylvania,*  animated  by  the  like  charitable  motives,  are  showing 
their  regard  by  large  donations  in  favor  of  the  Indians  of  that  Prov- 
ince, for  the  reasons  above  and  others  of  considerable  importance, 
We  the  subscribers  do  mutually  agree  upon  the  following  Articles." 
The  first  article  provides  "That  a  tract  of  about  Two  Thousand 
acres  of  the  best  land  that  can  be  got,  nigh  or  adjoining  the  Barrens 
in  the  counties  of  Monmouth,  Burlington  and  Gloucester,  in  X<\\ 
Jersey,  be  purchased  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  sub- 
scriptions are  completed."  By  the  second,  all  the  native  Indians  of 
New  Jersey  who  had  not  freeholds  already,  with  their  families  and  their 
posterity  forever,  were  to  be  entitled  to  settle  and  live  on  said  land  free 
of  rent.  The  affairs  of  the  Association  were  to  be  attended  to  by  six 
Managers  and  a  Treasurer,  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  subscribers, 
and  they  and  their  successors  were  to  serve  without  fee  or  reward. 


*This  refers  to  the  action  of  "  The  Friendly  Association  for  regaining  and 
preserving  peace  with  the  Indians  by  pacific  measures,"  founded  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1755.  When  Gov.  Morris  was  about  declaring  war  with  the  Delaware* 
and  Shawanese,  these  "Friends"  offered  "cheerfully  to  contribute,  by  volun- 
tary grants,  a  much  larger  portion  of  their  estates  than  the  largest  taxes  of  a 
war  could  be  expected  to  require,  toward  the  obtaining  of  peace  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  unhappy  experience  of  the  most  martial  of  the  neighboring 
colonies,  had,  after  long  and  bloody  wars,  proved  it  must  at  last,  if  ever,  be  ob- 
tained," i.  e.,  by  just  purchase  of  lands,  protection  from  frauds,  and  considerate 
kindness.  Their  personal  efforts  with  influential  chiefs  and  with  the  govern 
ment,  their  wise  counsels  and  generous  presents  did  much  toward  ejecting  the 
general  pacification  of  the  Tndian  tribes  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  the 
consequent,  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  the  Ohio.  Address  from  the  Asso- 
ciation to  Gov.  Denny,  1757.      Proud's  Hist,  of   Pa. 
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They  were  to  purchase  the  land,  have  the  oversight  of  the  resident 
Indians  and  keep  a  record  of  them,  order  their  respective  settle- 
ments, and  adjust  all  disputes  that  might  happen  among  them.  They 
were  directed,  prudently  to  discourage  intercourse  with  foreign  Indi- 
ans, and  to  prevent  such  from  settling  among  them.  The  deed  was 
to  be  taken  by  the  managers,  in  trust,  for  the  subscribers.  Any  sur- 
plus money  was  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  in 
building,  fencing,  stock  or  implements,  or  in  providing  schools.  For 
the  sake  of  preserving  harmony  and  concord,  membership  in  the 
Association  was  restricted  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

No  evidence  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  this  Association, 
with  such  praiseworthy  objects,  ever  went  into  operation.  Neither 
in  Smith's  History  of  New  Jersey,  nor  in  any  other  record,  do  I  find 
a  notice  of  it.  The  project  was  probably  found  in  its  development 
to  be  of  too  great  magnitude  for  private  enterprise  and  that  other 
important  objects  requiring  governmental  action  ought  to  be  con- 
nected with  it.  But  the  persons  engaged  in  the  work  were  not  ac- 
customed to  fail  in  a  good  cause,  and  their  generous  plan,  I  have  no 
doubt,  foreshadowed  and  was  merged  in  the  action  of  the  provincial 
government  the  ensuing  year. 

The  efforts  of  the  French  to  obtain  a  controlling  power  over  North 
America,  their  victory  over  the  English  near  Fort  Duquesne  and 
other  points  and  their  wide  spread  intrigues  with  the  Indians,  occa- 
sioned a  general  ferment  among  the  various  tribes,  affecting  portions 
of  those  residing  in  Pennsylvania  and  exciting  anxiety  and  alarm 
even  in  Northern  New  Jersey.  To  ascertain  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  remove  causes  for  dissatisfaction,  commissioners  were  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Indians.  A  Treaty  was  held  at  Crosswicks*  early 
in  1756,  at  which  several  measures  were  discussed  and  mutually 
agreed  upon,  as  likely  to  promote  the  general  benefit  of  the  English 


*D.  Brainard  preached  at  the  Indian  village  of  Crossweeksung  in  1745-6, 
and  his  labors  were  blessed  by  a  remarkable  awakening  of  the  natives.  He 
numbered  his  congregation  March  26th,  1*746,  and  found  130  old  and  young, 
15  or  20  being  absent.  Some  weeks  later  the  whole  body  moved  to  some  bet- 
ter lands  they  owned  near  Cranbury,  that  they  might  be  more  compact  for  wor- 
ship and  school,  and  attain  better  agricultural  results. 


NEW    JKRSEY    INDIANS.  37 

and  Indians.  A  law  was  passed  in  accordance  with  this  agreement 
by  the  Legislature  dated   March  31st,  1757,  restricting  the  Bale  of 

all  intoxicating  drinks  to  Indians,  declaring  void  all  their  debts  and 
pawns  for  strong  drink,  and  all  bargains  any  part  of  the  consideration 
for  which  was  strong  drink* — forbidding  their  imprisonment  for  debt, 
and  the  setting  of  traps  of  steel  or  iron  weighing  more  than  three 
and  a  half  pounds. f  The  sale  of  Indian  lands  was  also  forbidden 
but  upon  careful  supervision  and  in  prescribed  forms,  and  on  reasona- 
ble terms.  Andrew  Johnston,  Richard  Saltar,  Charles  Read,  John 
Stevens  and  William  Foster,  Esqs.,  were  appointed  Commissioners 
to  inquire  into  the  Indian  claims  to  lands  and  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. This  actj  was  limited  to  two  years,  and  during  that  time  was 
to  be  read  in  every  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  Colony,  thus 
insuring  for  it  a  wide  publicity. 

On  the  21st,  22d  and  23d  of  2d  month  (February),  1758,  another 
treaty  was  held  at  Cross  wicks,  whereof  public  and  timely  notice  was 
given  to  the  Indians,  in  which  Governor  Bernard  and  the  Commis- 
sioners above  named,  with  the  addition  of  Jacob  Spicer,  represented 
the  Colony,  and  Teedyuscung,  King  of  the  Delawares,  living  on  the 
Susquehanna,  and  George  Hopenyoke  of  the  same  place,  and  the 
Indians  inhabiting  New  Jersey,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  attended 
and  delivered  to  the  Commissioners  a  list  of  all  the  lands  they 
claimed,  twenty-five  different  tracts  (some  of  them  extensive  and 
indefinite),  and  released  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  divisions  of  New 
Jersey  and  the  purchasers  under  them,  all  lands  not  so  claimed. 
They  also  executed  a  power  of  attorney  to  Thomas  Store,  Moses 
Totami,  Stephen  Calvin,   Isaac  S telle,  and  John  Pompshire,  Indian 

*  The  yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  held  at  Burlington  in  nh  mo.  1704  directed, 
that  "  If  any  among  us  do  sell,  barter  or  exchange,  directly  or  indirectly  to  the 
Indians,  any  Beer,  Brandy  or  other  spirits  or  strong  liquors,  it  being  contrary 
to  y°  ancient  care  Friends  have  had  of  those  poor  ignorant  heathen  people  and 
contrary  to  this  meeting's  testimony  against  it."  "Such  loose  disorderly 
walkers  "  should  be  labored  with,  and  if  not  reclaimed,  testified  against.  This  is 
an  early  testimony  in  oposition  to  the  rum  traffic. 

fThis  was  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  deer. 

{Nevill's  Laws  of  N.  J.,  Vol.  II.  p.  125. 
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natives,  constituting  them  a  committee  and  empowering  them  to  en- 
ter into  an  agreement  or  deed  of  sale  to  the  Commissioners  of  New 
Jersey.*  I  have  seen  an  original  letter  from  these  five  Indian  attor- 
nies,  now  in  the  possession  of  George  J.  Scattergood  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  "Friend  Mr.  Israel  Pemberton,"  dated  8th  March,  1758, 
two  weeks  only  after  their  appointment.  In  good  set  form  they 
state  the  facts  of  their  case — the  Crosswicks  treaty,  their  own  ap- 
pointment, &c,  and  add  "  as  we  find  we  are  not  able  to  transact  in 
deep  things  we  are  at  lost  what  to  do,  and  as  we  think  there  is  no 
other  way  to  know  our  just  rights  only  by  sarching  the  records  and 
deeds,  we  desire  an  oniest  friend  to  see  jestice  don,  and  which  we 
might  hope  to  obtain  by  your  interposition  and  assistance."  The 
counsel  of  this  honorable  friend  and  his  associates  probably  was  to 
ask  for  a  specified  tract  of  land  for  a  residence,  in  lieu  of  their  ex- 
tensive, though  uncertain  and  contested,  claims  of  unsold  territory. 
Such  at  least  was  their  request  at  the  next  meeting,  thus  carrying 
out  the  idea  of  the  "  New  Jersey  Association"  of  the  }^ear  before. 

The  Indian  attorneys  and  a  number  of  their  prominent  constitu- 
ents, with  several  delegates  from  allied  tribes  in  Pennsylvania  who 
claimed  some  rights  in  the  soil  of  New  Jersey,  met  the  Colonial  Com- 
missioners in  conference  at  Burlington  on  the  9th  of  8th  month 
(August),  1758,  and  the  Indians  presented  a  proposition  in  writing, 
stating  that  they  were  desirous  that  a  tract  of  land  in  the  possession 
of  Benjamin  Springer,  in  the  township  of  Evesham  in  the  county  of 
Burlington,  should  be  purchased  for  the  habitation  of  the  Delaware 
Indians  living  south  of  the  Raritan,  for  which  they  unanimously  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to  release  all  the  rights  of  the  Indians  to  lands  in 
New  Jersey,  except  the  claim  of  Moses  Totami,  near  the  Raritan, 
and  such  lands  as  some  of  them  held  under  English  rights. 

By  a  law  passed  three  days  afterward,  f  the  Legislature  authorized 
the  Commissioners  to  carry  this  desire  into  effect  by  the  purchase  of 


*For  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  three  days'  treaty  of  the  Commissioners 
with  the  numerous  attending  Indians,  the  Legislature  subsequently  appropria- 
ted the  sum  of  £27.12  5d,  ($73.65.) 


fAllinson's  Laws  N.  J.,  p.  220. 
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a  convenient  tract,  "in  order  that  the  Indians  may  be  gratified  in 
this  particular,  and  that  they  may  have  always  in  their  view  alastin^ 
monument  of  the  justice  and  tenderness  of  this  colony  towards 
them."  £1,600  Proclamation  money,  was  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extinguishing  the  various  Indian  claims  in  the  Province,  ex- 
cepting the  right  of  hunting  and  of  fishing.  The  payment  for  claims 
south  of  the  Raritan  was  not  to  exceed  one-half  of  the  sum. 

The  law  also  provided  "  That  the  lands  to  be  purchased  for  the  Indi- 
ans as  aforesaid,  shall  not  hereafter  be  subject  to  any  tax."  With  a 
questionable  morality,  upon  which,  with  all  their  faults,  the  present 
generation  of  legislators  has  improved,  three  lotteries  were  author- 
ized to  be  drawn  in  1759,  '60  and  '61,  to  raise  the  requisite  sum  of 
money,  without  burdening  the  inhabitants  with  added  taxation. 
They  were  to  be  regulated  as  to  blanks,  prizes,  deductions,  &c,  "  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  as  the  public  lotteries  in  the  neighboring  colo- 
nies." The  province  itself  participated  as  an  adventurer  by  assum- 
ing all  the  unsold  tickets  in  each  scheme,  with  the  benefits  or  losses 
resulting  thereform.  Though  there  was  a  statute  against  unauthor- 
ized lottery  dealing,  the  Legislature  still  sanctioned  this  mode  of 
raising  funds  for  beneficent  purposes,  as  for  erecting  a  church,  building 
a  needful  bridge,  helping  Princeton  College,  or  enabling  a  popular 
citizen  to  liquidate  his  debts.  It  said  to  the  gambling  spirit  of  the 
times,  "  Thus  far,  no  further,  shalt  thou  go."  But  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  preamble  of  a  very  stringent  enactment  of  a  few 
years  later  acknowledges  that  the  good  "  intentions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  previous  laws  had  been  frustrated." 

The  proposed  tract  in  Evesham  appears  to  have  been  promptly 
purchased.  The  deed  from  Benjamin  Springer  and  wife  bears  date 
August  29th,  1758.*  The  title  is  for  1038  acres  bought  of  Benjamin 
Moore,  and  for  three-fourths  of  two  tracts,  one  of  886,  and  the  other 
of  59  acres,  bought  of  Richard  Smith,  amounting  to  1983  acres, 
but  "found  to  contain  within  their  antient  lines,  on  a  more  accurate 
and  exact  survey,  3044  acres;"  showing  an  error  of  1061  acres  in 
the  early  measurements.     One  hundred  acres  were  excepted  and 


♦Lib.  O.  of  Deeds,  p.  394,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
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were  to  be  run  off  at  a  designated  place,  leaving  2944  acres  for  the 
Indian  homestead.  £740  was  paid  to  Benjamin  Springer  and  £5  to 
his  wife. 

An  indenture,  now  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing 
date  the  12th  of  September,  1758,  was  executed  at  Burlington  by 
Thomas  Store,  Moses  Totami,  Stephen  Calvin,  Isaac  Stelle  and  John 
Pompshire,  which  recites  the  preliminary  proceedings  at  Crosswicks, 
&c,  and  in  consideration  of  the  home  purchased  at  Edge  Pillock, 
conveyed  to  Francis  Bernard,  Capt.  General  and  Governor,  and  to 
Andrew  Johnston,  Richard  Saltar,  Charles  Read,  John  Stevens, 
William  Foster  and  Jacob  Spicer,  Commissioners  to  settle  Indian 
claims  in  New  Jersey,  all  that  part  of  the  tract  of  land,  called  New 
Jersey,  "  Beginning  at  the  mountain  of  Paoqualin  where  the  same 
joins  the  Delaware  River,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  Ocean,  along 
the  sea  shore  at  low  water  mark  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rariton,  then 
up  the  middle  of  Rariton  River  to  the  falls  of  Laometung,*  then  on 
a  strait  course  to  the  station  first  named,"  except  the  tract  at  Coaxin, 
settled  on  the  Indians,  and  about  four  acres  settled  on  Thomas  Store, 
some  lots  held  by  Indians  under  English  Rights,  and  the  claim  of 
Moses  Totami  on  the  south  branch  of  the  Raritan,  and  also  except- 
ing the  right,  so  often  referred  to  and  so  essential  to  the  Indian,  of 
hunting  in  all  unenclosed  grounds,  and  of  fishing  in  all  rivers  and 
bays. 

The  deed  was  signed  by  the  five  Attorneys  (Calvin  and  Pomp- 
shire writing  their  own  names  and  the  others  making  marks),  ac- 
knowledged before  Judge  Imlay,  and  witnessed  by  William  Tennent 
and  Robert  Cumming.  On  the  back  of  the  deed  is  a  memorandum 
dated  Easton,  24th  of  October,  1758,  acknowledging  satisfaction, 
signed  by  Teedyuscung,  Wonawalechon  and  Tapiskowothoun,  wit- 
nessed by  several  Six  Nation  Chiefs  and  colonists. 

Thus  satisfactorily  closed  the  causes  for  difference  with  the  natives 
south  of  the  Raritan.  Arrangements  were  already  in  progress  by 
Governor  Bernard  for   holding  a  treaty  with  those  north  of  that 


♦Elsewhere  called  Alamatung  or  Alamatunk,  referred  to  in  Allinson's  Laws, 
]  759,  as  Allomatunck  "  in  the  Indian  language."  It  was  at  the  N.  B.  corner 
of  Hunterdon  County. 
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river  and  their  Indian  allies  in  Pennsylvania  ;md  Nfw  York,  and  at 
a  conference  held  at  Burlington  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  8th 
month  (August),  1758,  the  Indian  orators  proposed  to  meet  at  the 
old  council  fire,  "at  the  forks  of  the  Delaware,  the  next  full  moon 
after  this,"  alleging  that  if  held  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river, 
"  though  they  should  speak  loud,  the  distant  nations  could  not  hear 
on  account  of  the  roaring  water  between  them."  Gov.  Bernard, 
who  appears  to  have  been  sincerely  desirous  to  effect  a  lasting  peace 
with  the  Indians,  made  no  objection  to  this  fanciful  reasoning,  and 
assented  to  the  proposition.  A  general  conference  was  accordingly 
held  at  Easton,  the  minutes  of  which,  so  far  as  they  related  to  New 
Jersey,  with  the  principal  speeches  on  both  sides,  and  bearing  dates 
from  the  8th  to  the  26th  of  October,  1758,  are  published  at  large  in 
Smith's  History  of  New  Jersey.  The  general  pacification  of  the 
Indians  was  then  a  great  object  in  all  the  neighboring  colonies,  and 
the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  with  six 
members  of  the  Council,  a  committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  principally  Friends,*  whose  presence 
was  desired  by  the  Indians,  Governor  Bernard  and  the  Commission- 
ers of  New  Jersey,  and  George  Croghan,  deputy  and  Indian  agent 
from  New  York,  participated  in  the  proceedings.  More  than  500 
Indians,  nearly  half  of  whom,  however,  were  women  and  children, 
were  in  attendance,  representing  the  Six  Nations,  the  Delawares, 
Minisinks,  Wapings,  and  various  other  tribes.  The  treaty  resulted, 
as  was  hoped,  in  a  better  understanding  between  the  parties,  and  a 
strengthening  of  the  bonds  of  friendship.  A  confirmation  deed  of 
ceded  lands  in  Pennsylvania  was  executed  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
United  Nations,  and  handed  from  Indian  to  Indian  all  around  the 
house.  The  deed  for  New  Jersey  south  of  the  Raritan  was  ap- 
proved and  confirmed,  and  a  deed  for  all  the  remaining  land  in  New 
Jersey  was  executed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Munsies,  Wapings  and 
Pomptons,  sixteen  in  number,  and  approved  by  chiefs  of  Six  Nation.-. 
Some  of  these  tribes  had  no  actual  claims  to  the  lands  of  the  Mnn- 


♦Teedyuscung  the  previous  year  declared  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
he  would  not  go  to  business  unless  the  Quakers  were  present.     Proud'*    Hi>t. 
Vol.  II.  p.  61  Appendix. 
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seys,  &c,  in  New  Jersey.  Yet  when  the  latter  were  pushed  by  the 
rapid  ingress  of  settlers,  they  gradually  relinquished  their  domains 
and  removed  to  Pennsylvania.  Being  there  allowed,  perhaps  in- 
vited, to  share  the  territory  of  their  relatives,  they  were  in  tutelage 
and  acted  on  the  advice  of  their  "  uncles." 

The  expressed  boundary  was  as  follows :  "Beginning  at  the  station 
point  between  the  Provinces  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York  at  the 
northerly  extremity  of  an  Indian  settlement  lying  on  Delaware 
River,  known  as  Casheitong,  about  32  miles  on  a  strait  line  from 
the  mouth  of  Mackhackomack,  near  Coles'  Fort,  thence  from  Cashei- 
tong, on  a  line  nearly  South  East,  thro'  Pinpack  to  the  drowned 
lands,  leaving  most  of  them  to  the  S.W. — thence  crossing  the  N.B. 
end  of  Mount  Eve,  to  the  mouth  of  Tappan  Creek  *  *  at  the 
North  or  Hudson's  River,  down  said  river,  thro'  the  Narrows,  to 
Sandy  Hook,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Rariton — thence 
up  the  same  to  the  forks  thereof,  thence  up  the  north  branch  to  the 
falls  of  Alamatunk — then  on  a  strait  line  to  Poaqualin  mountain, 
where  it  joins  the  Delaware  River,  thence  up  said  river  to  Casheit- 
ong ;  which  said  lines  from  Sandy  Hook  to  Paoqualin  Monntain  are 
the  N.E.  Boundaries  of  the  tract  granted  by  the  Delaware  Indians 
to  Gov.  Bernard,  &c. — which  grant,  bearing  date  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed."*  As  a  consideration 
for  the  relinquishment  of  the  northern  claims,  Gov.  Bernard  paid  to 
the  Indians  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pieces  of  eight,  to  be  divided 
according  to  their  respective  rights.  Egohohoun,  a  Muncy  or  Mini- 
sink  Indian,  and  Aquawaton,  a  Waping  or  Pompton,  acknowledge 
on  the  back  of  the  deed  the  receipt  of  £375. 

Teedyuscung,  King  of  the  Delawares,  requested  for  an  aged  and 
infirm  Waping  chief,  the  favor  of  a  horse  to  carry  him  home. 
Tagashata,  a  Seneca,  chief,  made  a  similar  request  for  himself,  both 
of  which  were  granted.  Thomas  King,  an  influential  Oneida  chief, 
also  desired  that  a  number  of  wagons  might  be  sent  as  far  as  Wyom- 
ing, where  they  had  left  their  canoes,  to  carry  such  as  were  not  able 
to  walk,  and  the  goods  which  had  been   given  them ;  also,   that  a 

*The  original  deed  is  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
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supply  of  provisions  might  be  put  in  the  wagons,  sufficient  to  servo 
them  till  they  got  to  their  respective  habitations.  He  reminded 
Teedyuscung  of  his  promise  to  return  some  white  prisoners,  which 
he  ought  to  have  performed,  adding,  "  Jo  tell  liest  does  not  become  a 
great  man  ;  a  great  man  always  keeps  his  word  and  perforins  his 
promises.11  With  mutual  expressions  of  good  will,  and  resolutions 
to  keep  bright  the  chain  of  friendship,  "  the  conferences  were  con- 
cluded with  great  satisfaction."* 

No  subsequent  controversy  arose  with  our  red  brethren,  and  at 
the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1769,f  attended  by  Governor  Frank- 
lin, the  Six  Nations  publicly  acknowledged  the  repeated  instances 
of  the  justice  of  the  province,  in  bringing  murderers  to  condign 
punishment,  declared  they  had  no  claim  whatever  upon  New  Jersey, 
and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  conferred  upon  her  the  name  Sagorig- 
wiyogstha — the  Great  Arbiter,  or  Doer  of  Justice. 

Teedyuscung  was  a  chief  of  such  parts  and  influence,  as  to  de- 
serve a  more  extended  notice.  He  was  born  near  Trenton  in  1705, 
but  for  many  years  resided  in  the  Wyoming  region,  to  which  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  much  attached.  After  the  death  of  Tadame,  J  he 
was  elected  (1754)  King  of  the  Delawares.  He  keenly  felt  and 
fearlessly  exposed  on  several  occasions  the  wrongs  to  which  his  peo- 
ple were  subjected  by  the  cupidity  of  the  whites,  and  thus  incited 
the  hostility  of  the  Proprietary  party  in  Pennsylvania.  At  length, 
on  some  improper  conduct  and  menaces  of  a  young  man  from  North- 
ampton, named  Broadhead,  he  u  was  surprised  into  a  war  before  he 
could  think,"  and  in  his  own  expressive  language.  "  he  struck  the 
English."  On  the  promised  redress  of  the  grievances,  he  was  soon 
pacified  and  heartily  joined  in  efforts  for  a  general  peace.     The  Six 

*  Since  writing  this  article  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  minutes 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  "  Friendly  Association,"  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  been 
struck  with  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  their  proceedings.  The  members 
who  attended  this  treaty  were  authorized  to  expend  to  the  amount  of  £500  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians. 

fGordon's  History  of  N.  J.,  p.  152. 

JTadame  was  probably  the  King  of  the  Delawares,  living  on  the  Susquehanna, 
frequently  referred  to  by  Brainard  in  1745, 
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Nations  became  jealous  of  his  power  and  endeavored  to  degrade  him 
at  the  Easton  Treaty  of  1758.  His  violent  death  in  1763  was  at- 
tributed to  them. 

In  a  work  entitled,  "  An  Enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  alienation 
of  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese  from  the  British  interest,"  pub- 
lished in  London  in  1759,  it  is  said  that  Teedyuscung  was  chosen 
King  by  several  tribes  on  the  Susquehanna,  on  th,e  commencement 
of  the  quarrel  between  England  and  France,  and  soon  found  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body.  A  letter  from  a  Philadelphian, 
dated  December  11th,  1758  (quoted  in  the  work,  p.  183),  says  of  the 
Easton  Treaty  of  that  year,  "The  business  was  shamefully  delayed 
from  day  to  day,  which  the  minutes  are  calculated  to  screen,  but  it 
is  well  known  to  us  who  attended  that  the  time  was  spent  in  attempt- 
ing Teedyuscung's  downfall,  and  silencing  or  contradicting  the  com- 
plaints he  had  made ;  but  he  is  really  more  of  a  politician  than  any 
of  his  opponents,  in  or  out  of  our  Proprietary  council,  and  if  he 
could  be  kept  sober  might  probably  soon  become  Emperor  of  all  the 
neighboring  nations." 

An  anecdote  published  many  years  ago  of  Teedyuscung  is  too 
valuable  to  be  lost.  "One  evening  he  was  sitting  at  the  fireside  of 
a  '  Friend.'  Both  of  them  were  silently  looking  at  the  fire  indulging 
their  own  reflections.  At  length  the  silence  was  broken  by  the 
Friend,  who  said,  '  I  will  tell  thee  what  I  have  been  thinking  of.  I 
have  been  thinking  of  a  rule  delivered  by  the  Author  of  the  Christ- 
ian religion,  which,  from  its  excellence,  we  call  the  Golden  Rule.' 
'  Stop,'  said  Teedyuscung,  '  don't  praise  it  to  me,  but  rather  tell  me 
what  it  is,  and  let  me  think  for  myself.  I  do  not  wish  }^ou  to  tell 
me  of  its  excellence,  tell  me  what  it  is.'  '  It  is  for  one  man  to  do 
to  another  as  he  would  have  the  other  do  to  him.'  '  That's  impossi- 
ble. It  cannot  be  done,'  Teedyuscung  immediately  replied.  Silence 
again  ensued.  Teedyuscung  lighted  his  pipe  and  walked  about  the 
room.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  came  to  his  friend  with 
smiling  countenance,  and  taking  the  pipe  from  his  mouth,  said, 
'  Brother,    I  have  been  thoughtful  of  what   you  told  me.     If  the 

*See  Miner's  Wyoming,  p.  47. 
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Great  Spirit  that  made  man  would  e:ive  him  a  new  heart,  he  could  do 
as  you  say,  but  not  else.'  Thus  the  Indian  found  the  only  means  by 
which  man  can  fulfil  his  social  duties." 

In  the  volume  above  referred  to,  "  An  Enquiry,"  &c,  (said  to 
have  been  written  by  Charles  Thompson,  afterwards  Secretary  of 
Congress,)  the  grievances  of  the  Indians  are  more  fully  stated  than 
I  have  found  elsewhere,  yet  with  apparent  truth  and  candor.  One 
complaint  made  by  the  Six  Nations  at  Lancaster  in  1756,  previously 
urged  by  Ohio  Indians,  and,  according  to  Benjamin  Chews'  private 
minutes  of  the  Easton  Treaty  of  1758,  repeated  there  by  Teedyus- 
cung,  was  probably  groundless — the  hanging  of  an  Indian  chief  in 
New  Jersey  for  an  accidental  murder.  Weequehelah,  a  Delaware 
Sachem,  who  in  1709  joined  the  provincial  forces  under  General 
Nicholson  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  having  taken  offence  at  the 
purchase  from  other  Indians,  by  his  neighbor,  Captain  John  Leon- 
ard, of  some  Cedar  swamp  to  which  he  laid  claim,  threatened  to 
shoot  him,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the  Spring  of  1728,  as  Leon- 
ard was  walking  in  the  daytime  in  his  own  garden  near  South  River. 
For  this,  though  a  wealthy  and  accomplished  man,  a  large  farmer, 
living  in  English  style,  a  slave-holder,  and  "frequently  dining  with 
Governors  and  great  men,"  he  was,  after  a  fair  trial,  condemned  and 
executed.*  Probably  had  the  Sachem  been  privately  murdered  by 
the  friends  of  Capt.  Leonard  and  his  house  burned,  the  event  would 
have  been  forgiven  and  forgotten.  But  the  quiet  examination  of 
witnesses,  the  solemn  judicial  sentence,  and  the  unimpassioned  exe- 
cution, were  more  terrible  to  the  Indians,  and  were  long  brooded 
over.  Other  causes  assigned  for  the  Indian  hostilities — the  rapacity 
and  evil  lives  of  the  rum  traders,  the  treachery  of  some  of  the  land 
bargains  and  the  absorption  of  their  hunting  grounds,  can  not  be 
denied. 

Upon  the  Edge  Pillock  tract  this  remnant  of  the  Lenni  Lenape 
nation,  now  but  about  100  in  number,  continued  to  reside  for  many 
years. f     Their  land  was  excellent  for  cultivation.     They  had   a  fine 

*See  Smith's  History,  p.  441. 

f  Is  not  this  the  first  instance  of  an  Indian  settlement  on  a  specified  tract,  by 
Government  authority  ? 
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cedar  swamp,  and  a  water  power  and  saw  mill.  They  were  contigu- 
ous to  extensive  hunting  grounds  in  the  Pine  Barrens,  Swamps  and 
Forests,  and  within  a  day's  journey  of  the  sea  coast,  where  wild 
fowl  and  shell  fish  were  abundant.  The  rights  of  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing as  secured  by  the  treaty  were  freely  used,  and  also  the  tradition- 
ary right  of  felling  timber  and  cutting  basket  stuff,*  mentioned  in 
the  conferences,  but  not  referred  to  in  the  written  agreements.  A 
number  of  comfortable  dwellings  were  put  up  by  the  Province.  A 
meeting-house  was  built  of  logs,  which  continued  as  a  place  of  wor- 
ship after  their  removal.  Stephen  Calvin,  an  interpreter  at  the 
Crosswicks  and  Easton  Treaties,  f  was  a  schoolmaster.  His  son 
Bartholomew  (who  was  placed  at  Princeton  College  prior  to  the 
revolution  through  the  influence  of  J.  Brainerd),  followed  him  in 
the  occupation  and  had  as  many  white  as  Indian  scholars.  My 
grandfather,  Samuel  Allinson,  who  frequently  visited  the  settlement, 
considered  him  an  excellent  teacher,  and  collected  money  of  his 
neighbors  to  purchase  books  for  the  school.  But  the  civilization 
established  was  of  a  low  order.  Persistent  industry  was  not  general 
and  they  did  not  become  a  thriving  agricultural  people.  The  tribal 
fee  of  land  quenches  individual  enterprise.  On  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1762,  they  petitioned  the  Assembly,  stating  that  ''their  provi- 
sion, clothing,  and  nails  for  building  the  year  they  came  to  Brother- 
ton,  amounted  to  £106,  for  which  they  were  still  in  debt,  and  that 


*Segughsonyout,  or  Thomas  King,  said  at  the  Easton  Treaty,  "You  deal  hardly 
with  us :  you  claim  all  the  wild  creatures  and  will  not  let  us  come  upon  your  land 
to  hunt  after  them.  This  is  hard  and  has  given  us  great  offence.  The  cattle  you 
raise  are  your  own,  but  those  which  are  wild  are  still  ours  or  should  be  common  to 
both,  for  when  we  sold  the  land  we  did  not  propose  to  deprive  ourselves  of  hunt- 
ing the  wild  deer  or  of  using  a  stick  of  wood  when  we  should  have  occasion." 

Egohohoun,  called  also  Egotchowen,  said  to  Govornor  Bernard,  "  Brother, 
we  are  now  thoroughly  satisfied  and  we  still  retain  a  friendship  for  our  breth- 
ren the  English,  and  we  desire  that  if  we  should  come  into  your  province,  to 
see  our  old  friends  and  should  have  occasion  for  the  bark  of  a  tree  to  cover  a 
cabin,  or  a  little  refreshment,  that  we  may  not  be  denied,  but  be  treated  as 
brethren."     Smith's  History  of  N.  J.,  p.  474. 

fSmith,  p.  458. 
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their  mill  was  lately  burned,"  praying  that  the  Province  would  pay 
the  bill,  as  they  had  had  reason  to  expect.  Five  Indians  were  called 
in  and  heard,  but  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  next  Session  and  not 
then  called  up.  In  1796  the  condition  of  the  tribe  was  so  unsatis- 
factory that  Joseph  Sal  tar,  Josiah  Foster  and  Thomas  Hollinshead 
were  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Indian  tract,  to  lease  out  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  to  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  to 
pay  the  income  to  them  or  the  value  in  necessaries,  to  those  most 
needing  aid,  and  to  render  an  account  annually  to  the  Burlington 
County  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  was  authorized  to  remove 
the  Commissioners  on  occasion,  and  to  fill  vacancies. 

In  the  year  1801  the  Brotherton  or  Edge  Pillock  Indians  were 
invited  by  a  kindred  tribe,  the  Mauhekunnuks,  at  New  Stockbridge, 
near  Oneida  lake,  to  "  pack  up  their  mat"  and  "  come  and  eat  out  of 
their  dish,"  which  they  said  was  large  enough  for  them  all,  adding, 
with  characteristic  earnestness,  that  "their  necks  were  stretched  in 
looking  toward  the  fireside  of  their  grandfather  till  they  were  as  long 
as  Cranes."*  Concluding  to  accept  the  invitation  of  their  grandchild- 
ren, they  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  dispose  of  their 
land,  and  by  a  law  passed  December  3d,  1801,  William  Sal  tar, 
William  Stockton  and  Enoch  Evans  were  appointed  Commissioners 
to  divide  the  tract  into  lots  of  not  more  than  100  acres,  and  to  sell 
them  at  public  sale,  provided  that  three-fourths  of  the  Indians  were 
consenting.  To  ascertain  this  fact,  James  Ewing  and  John  Beatty 
were  appointed.  These  gentlemen  reported  to  Governor  Bloomfield 
March  20th,  1802,  that  three-fourths  of  the  Indians  had  consented  to 
the  sale ;  that  there  were  sixty-three  adult  Indians  who  had  rights 
in  the  tract,  of  whom  forty  were  present  at  Brotherton  on  the  15th 
of  January,  and  the  whole  matter  being  explained  to  them,  thirty- 
eight  voluntarily  signed  the  required  order  to  sell ;  and  that  on  the 
day  of  the  date  of  the  report,  eight  others  met  them  at  Trenton  and 
signed  the  report.  This,  it  will  be  observed,  made  but  forty -six  con- 
senting Indians,   being  one  and  a  quarter  Indians,  or  an  adult  and  a 


♦Charles  Ellis  in  1832  showed  me  the  original  letter  of  invitation,  which  can 
not  now  be  found. 
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papoose  less  than  the  prescribed  number ;  but  the  Governor  accepted 
the  report,  and  nine  days  after  appointed  Abraham  Stockton  and 
Charles  Ellis  as  Commissioners,  in  place  of  William  Saltar  and 
Enoch  Evans,  who  had  resigned,  ordering  them  to  proceed  with  the 
sale.  An  advertisement  in  the  Trenton  Federalist,  signed  by  the 
Commissioners,  gave  notice  of  the  sale,  which  was  to  begin  on  the 
10th  of  May,  1802.  At  this  time  the  Edge  Pillock  tract  was  dis- 
posed of  to  twenty-two  different  purchasers,  at  prices,  I  have  been 
told,  ranging  from  two  to  five  dollars  per  acre.  The  Commissioners 
accompanied  their  wards,  between  seventy  and  eighty  in  number,  to 
New  Stockbridge,  where  characteristic  speeches  of  cordial  welcome 
were  made  to  the  Delawares  and  to  the  Commissioners.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  paid  the  expenses  of  the  removal  and  an  equitable  contribu- 
tion to  the  treasury  of  the  Mauhekunnuks,  the  hospitable  hosts. 
The  balance  was  invested  in  U.  S.  securities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
New  Jersey  Indians.*  The  united  tribes  continued  together  in 
New  York  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  in  1824  purchased  of 
the  Menomonie  Indians  a  large  tract  on  the  Fox  River,  between 
Winnebago  Lake  and  Lake  Michigan,  to  which  they  removed,  f 


*By  an  act  of  November  28th,  1822,  the  State  Treasurer  was  authorized  to 
receive  of  Charles  Ellis  certificates  for  $3,551.23  in  U.  S.  Stock,  held  by  him 
as  Trustee  for  the  Indians,  to  settle  a  balance  of  $230.71  due  to  him,  and  to  pay 
to  Bartholomew  Calvin,  &c,  $1,000  for  the  use  of  the  Brotherton  Indians. 
The  Indians  by  their  petition  having  reported  that  they  expected  to  purchase 
land  in  Michigan  territory  for  their  future  residence,  the  G-overnor  was  author- 
ized to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  balance  of  said  stock  or 
moneys,  so  that  it  should  operate  as  a  payment  for  said  land.  Some  difficulty 
occurring,  by  an  Act  of  December  23d,  1823,  John  Dow  was  appointed  a  special 
agent  to  proceed  to  the  settlement  at  New  Stockbridge,  and  cause  the  moneys 
to  be  appropriated  as  directed  in  the  preceding  act ;  or,  if  it  could  prudently  be 
done,  to  pay  to  the  Superintendents  of  Indian  affairs  in  New  York,  to  be  by 
them  faithfully  applied  to  the  designed  end.  Thus  carefully  did  New  Jersey 
fulfil  her  guardianship  over  the  declining  tribe. 

f Senator  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen  kindly  undertook  to  ascertain  the  subsequent 
career  and  present  condition  of  the  New  Jersey  Indians.  The  result  has  been 
received,  as  this  paper  goes  to  press,  in  a  lucid  history  of  the  joint  tribes  and 
those  subsequently  confederated  with  them,  and  the  parental  care  of  the  Gen- 
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In  1832  our  old  friends  had  diminished  in  their  now  home  on 
Green  Bay  to  about  fort)r  individuals,  and  cherishing  in  their  heredi- 
tary poverty  a  recollection  of  their  abondoned  rights  of  fishing  and 
hunting  in  New  Jersey,  deputed  Bartholomews.  Calvin.*  their  oldest 
chief,  the  Edge  Pillock  schoolmaster  of  half  a  century  before,  to 
solicit  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  some  compensation  therefor. 
He  presented  the  claim  to  a  Joint  Committee,  which  was  eloquently 
addressed  by  Samuel  L.  Southard.  Who  said,  "  It  was  a  proud  fact 
in  the  history  of  New  Jersey,  that  every  foot  of  her  soil  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Indians  by  fair  and  voluntary  purchase  and  trans- 
fer, a  fact  that  no  other  State  in  the  Union,  not  even  the  land  that 
bears  the  name  of  Penn,  can  boast  of." 

A  report  was  made  in  Calvin's  favor  and  a  bill  was  passed  March 
12th,  1832,  appropriating  $2,000  (the  sum  named  by  himself),  for 
an  entire  relinquishment  of  all  Indian  claims.  His  letter  of  thanks 
to  the  Legislature  may  fittingly  close  this  essay  : 

"Bartholomew  S.  Calvin  takes  this  method  to  return  his  thanks 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  especially  to  their  Commit- 
tees, for  their  very  respectful  attention  to  and  candid  examination  of 
the  Indian  claims  which  he  was  delegated  to  present. 

"  The  final  act  of  official  intercourse  between  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  and  the  Delaware  Indians,  who  once  owned  nearly  the  whole 

eral  Government.  This  valuable  document  will  be  placed  with  the  Historical 
Society  for  future  reference.  I  can  only  here  quote,  with  thanks  to  the  Senator 
and  to  Edward  P.  Smith,  the  Commissioner  for  Indian  affairs,  the  conclusion  of  the 
letter  of  the  latter :  "  From  the  foregoing  extracts  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  the 
Delaware  Indians  referred  to  in  Mr.  Allinson's  letter,  removed  with  the  Stock- 
bridges  and  Munsees,  with  whom  they  confederated,  west  of  the  Mississippi  in 
1840  ;  that  they  have  become  extinct,  so  far  as  refers  to  those  who  confedera- 
ted with  the  Stockbridges  of  Kansas ;  that  but  few,  if  any,  remain  either  with 
the  Stockbridges  in  Showano  County,  Wisconsin,  or  with  the  Munsee  or  Chip- 
pewas  in  Franklin  County,  Kansas. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

Edward  P.  Smith, 
Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen,  Commissioner. 

IT.  S.  Senate. 

*IIis  Indian  name  was  Shawuskehung,  or  Wilted  Grass. 
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of  its  territory,  has  now  been  consummated,  in  a  manner  which'must 
rebound  to  the  honor  of  this  growing  State,  and,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, to  the  prolongation  of  the  existence  of  a  wasted  yet  grateful 
people.  Upon  this  parting  occasion,  I  feel  it  to  be  an  incumbent 
duty  to  bear  the  feeble  tribute  of  my  praise  to  the  high-toned  justice, 
which  in  this  instance,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  in  all  former 
time,  has  actuated  the  councils  of  this  commonwealth  in  dealing  with 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants. 

"  Not  a  drop  of  our  blood  have  you  spilled  in  battle* — not  an  acre 
of  our  land  have  you  taken  but  by  our  consent.  These  facts  speak 
for  themselves  and  need  no  comment.  They  place  the  character  of 
New  Jersey  in  bold  relief,  a  bright  example  to  those  States  within 
whose  territorial  limits  our  brethren  still  remain.  Nothing  save 
benisons  can  fall  upon  her  from  the  lips  of  a  Lenni  Lenappi. 

"  There  may  be  some  who  would  despise  an  Indian  benediction 
but  when  I  return  to  my  people  and  make  known  to  them  the  result 
of  my  mission,  the  ear  of  the   Great   Sovereign   of  the  Universe, 
which  is  still  open  to  our  cry,  will  be  penetrated  with  our  invocation 
of  blessings  upon  the  generous  sons  of  New  Jersey. 

"  To  those  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Legislature  and  others,  who 
have  evinced  their  kindness  to  me,  I  canuot  refrain  from  paying  the 
unsolicited  tribute  of  my  heartfelt  thanks.  Unable  to  return  them 
any  other  compensation,  I  fervently  pray  that  God  will  have  them 
in  His  Holy  keeping — will  gnide  them  in  safety  through  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  this  life,  and  ultimately,  through  the  rich  mercies  of  our 
Blessed  Redeemer,  receive  them  into  the  glorious  entertainment  of 
His  Kingdom  above." 


*The  enquiry  was  here  made  by  a  member,  "  Is  this  literally  true  ?"  Several 
speakers  believed  it  to  be  so.  It  was  stated  that  there  were  in  the  early  days 
some  murders  of  Whites  and  of  Indians  from  private  causes,  a  few  skirmishes 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  between  the  natives  and  white  traders  from  New 
Amsterdam,  and  also  on  the  Delaware,  but  no  state  of  war  ever  existed  between 
the  English  Colonists  and  the  New  Jersey  Indians. 
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Newark,  May  21,  1875. 
The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  at  12  M.     In  the  absence  of  the 
President,    the  First  Vice   President,   Rev.  Samuel   L.  Hammill, 
D.D.,   presided,   assisted  by   Hon.   Wm.    B.  Kinney,  Second  Vice 
President. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  in  January  were  read  by  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since 
the  last  meeting.  Among  many  others  received  were  letters  from 
Rev.  R.  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  in  response  to  the  resolutions  passed  at 
the  January  meeting,  on  his  retiring  from  the  Presidency ;  from 
Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  LL.D.,  acknowledging  his  election  to,  and 
acceptance  of  the  office  ;  from  several  gentlemen  accepting  member- 
ship; from  Mrs.  A.  G.  Hubbell,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  copy 
of  Fenwick's.  will,  the  original  of  which  the  Society  received  from 
her  father,  Col.  Robert  G.  Johnson,  of  Salem  ;  from  the  Historical 
Societies  of  New  York,  Delaware,  Iowa,  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia,  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia; United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  and  Harvard  Colic-*1 
Library,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  last  publication  ; 
from  Burlington  N.  J.  Literary  Association  and  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, with  enquiries  as  to  the  extent  and  success  of  the  Society's 
labors;  from  the  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey;  from  Gen '1  J. 
Watts  Depeyster,  of  New  York,  Messrs.  John  Hone,  of  Dayton 
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Ohio,  Henry  Phillips,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle, 
D.D.,  of  Indiana,  accompanjing  donations  for  the  library ;  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  referring  to  the  Public 
Documents  received  by  the  Society  from  the  Government;  from 
Mr.  S.  0.  Bruce,  Philadelphia,  relative  to  a  design  for  a  monument 
in  commemoration  of  the  Battle  of  Trenton,  found  among  the  pa- 
pers of  the  late  Col.  C.  G.  Childs ;  from  Mr.  B.  Aycrigg,  of  Passaic, 
detailing  an  incident  connected  with  the  death  of  Major  Andre"  ; 
from  Mr.  Charles  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hon.  John  Clement, 
of  Haddonfield,  referring  to  Revolutionary  Documents  said  to  be  in 
the  basement  of  the  State  House  at  Trenton  ;  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Tower, 
of  Jersey  City,  referring  to  autographs  and  other  documents  in  his 
possession,  connected  with  the  Peace  Conference  of  1861  ;  from 
Virginia  Historical  Society  an  "In  Memoriam"  of  Thos.  Hicks 
Wynne,  its  Corresponding  Secretaiy  ;  from  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  J. 
H.  Simpson,  transmitting  an  original  letter  from  DeWitt  Clinton, 
relating  to  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal ;  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Allinson,  referring  to  some  errors  in  Mr.  Gifford's  Paper  on  the 
Aborigines  of  New  Jersey  ;  from  Mr.  William  Nelson,  of  Paterson, 
in  relation  to  a  projected  "  History  of  Roads  and  Bridges  in 
Passaic  County,"  with  some  specimen  pages,  and  from  various  other 
parties  on  matters  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $1,471   56. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another 
number  of  the  "Proceedings,"  being  the  first  of  the  fourth  volume 
of  the  second  series. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  the  number  of  addi- 
tions by  donation  since  the  last  meeting  had  been  34  volumes,  163 
pamphlets  and  a  considerable  number  of  miscellaneous  manuscripts 
and  newspapers.  The  names  of  the  donors  and  the  most  valuable 
of  the  publications  were  specified  in  an  accompanying  list  of  Dona- 
tions. 

The  interest  awakened  by  the  statements  made  at  the  last  meeting, 
of  the  number  and  variety  of  the  newspapers  already  collected,  had 
induced  the  Committee  to  issue  a  circular  addressed  to  newspaper 
publishers  generally  throughout  the  State,  asking  them  to  contribute 
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a  copy  of  their  respective  Journals  to  bo  transmitted  to  the  Library 

yearly.  Several  had  responded  by  sending  their  papers  to  tin- 
library  as  published,  and  from  others,  promises  to  co-operate  in  the 
way  designated,  had  been  received.  It  was  hoped  that  this  measure 
will  result  in  securing  files  of  all  the  prominent  papers  of  the  State. 

The  Manuscript  Catalogue  which  was  announced  in  the  last  report 
of  the  Committee,  as  having  been  begun,  had  been  carried  on  to 
completion  so  far  as  the  bound  volumes  are  concerned,  only  requiring 
examination  and  verification  to  be  ready  for  use.  Considerable  pro- 
gress had  also  been  made  with  the  Catalogue  of  the  Pamphlets,  and 
its  completion  would  be  urged  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  Committee  stated  that  the  Manuscripts  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred 
Vail,  of  Morristown,  so  intimately  connected  with  the  discovery  and 
introduction  of  the  Electric  Telegraph,  had  been  deposited  in  the 
library ;  and  so  soon  as  they  could  be  examined  and  arranged  by  the 
representatives  of  the  family,  would  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  all 
interested  in  the  subjects  to  which  the  documents  refer.  A.  letter 
was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  which  had  been  received 
from  Mr.  J.  Cummings  Vail,  referring  to  the  papers,  and  intimating 
an  intention  of  soon  arranging  them  so  as  to  allow  of  their  inspection. 

The  Committee  regretted  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  whom 
such  pleasant  associations  had  existed  for  some  years,  were  about  to 
vacate  the  rooms  which  they  have  occupied  in  common  with  the 
Society. 

Col.  Swords  stated  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee 
having  been  prevented  from  attending  the  meeting,  had  requested 
him  to  read  to  the  Society  a  letter  which  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  accompanying  fifty  copies  of  the  revised  and  en- 
larged edition  of  his  "  East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietary  Govern- 
ments" bound  to  correspond  with  the  other  "Collections"  of  the 
Society,  which  Mr.  W.  wished  might  be  used  in  making  exchanges 
with  kindred  institutions.  The  letter  was  read  and  on  motion  of 
Col.  Swords  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tho  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  William  A. 
"Whitehead,  for  his  very  liberal  gift  of  fifty  copies  of  the  new  edition  of  his 
History  of  "  East  Jersey   nuder   the  Proprietary  Governments,"  and  t  hat  the 
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same  be  accepted  to   be   only  disposed   of  in  effecting   exchanges  with  other 
Societies. 

The  Committee  on  Statistics  submitted  the  following  report  : 

"  In  accordance  with  the  authority  conferred  by  the  Society,  Janu- 
ary 21st,  the  Committee  met  at  the  rooms  on  February  10th,  and 
agreed  upon  a  bill  providing  for  the  collection  of  certain  important 
statistics  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  mining  and  commerce,  by  the 
local  assessors  throughout  the  State,  at  the  time  they  are  taking  the 
usual  decennial  State  census  of  population ;  also  providing  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  tabulate  and  arrange  the  data  thus  obtained, 
together  with  comparisons  of  the  corresponding  data  of  the  U.  S. 
Census  of  1870,  and  report  tho  same  to  the  next  Legislature. 

"  This  bill  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  John  Hopper,  (a 
life-member  of  this  Society)  Senator  from  Passaic  County,  and  by 
him  introduced  in  the  Senate  February  14th.  Ic  experienced  the 
usual  vicissitudes  of  public  bills,  and  having  passed  the  Senate,  was 
among  the  very  last  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  Assembly,  which  body 
it  passed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
and  only  then,  through  the  untiring  vigilance  of  the  Hon.  David 
Henry,  member  from  Passaic  County.  The  bill  passed  the  Legisla- 
ture precisely  as  it  was  drawn  up  by  your  Committee,  and  having 
been  approved  by  the  Governor,  the  Secretary  of  State  promptly 
took  measures  to  have  the  act  carried  out,  in  letter  and  spirit,  and  by 
May  1st  sent  out  pamphlet  copies  of  this  and  the  previous  census 
acts,  with  carefully  prepared  blanks,  for  the  use  and  instruction  of 
the  officers  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law. 

"In  large  cities  it  is  desirable  that  special  census  takers  be  appoint- 
ed, in  lieu  of  or  to  assist  the  Assessors.  This  has  been  done  in  Pat- 
erson,  where,  also,  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  manufacturers  in 
general  have  been  specially  appealed  to,  to  aid  in  making  the  statis- 
tics of  manufacturers  as  complete  as  possible. 

"  Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety in  the  various  parts  of  the  State  interest  themselves  in  seeing 
that  every  facility  be  extended,  by  local  Boards  of  Trade,  municipal 
Boards,  associations  of  farmers,  manufacturers,  officers  of  corpora 
tions,  etc.,  for  the  taking  of  this  census,  which  will  enable  us  to  pre- 
sent at  the  Centennial  Exposition  a,   complete  exhibit  of  New  Jer- 
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sey's  material  resources.     The  influence  of  the  press  should  also  be 
enlisted  to  the  same  end. 

"Your  Committee  propose  to  suggest  to  the  Centennial  Board  of 
the  State,  the  best  means  to  utilize  the  statistical  data  which  it  is 
hoped  to  accumulate  under  the  act  prepared  by  us,  and  to  cooperate 
in  this  matter  with  that  Board,  with  their  consent,  in  order  that  a 
well-matured  plan  may  be  presented  to  the  next  Legislature.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  well  for  the  Society  to  adopt  a  resolution  specifi- 
cally conferring  on  the  Committee  the  authority  to  co-operate  with 
any  and  all  official  bodies  for  this  purpose. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  In  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee." 

"WILLIAM   NELSON." 
"Newark,  N.  J.,  May  20th,  1874." 

The  authority  asked  for  by  the  Committee,  was  on  motion  con- 
ferred. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  a  favorable  report  up- 
on a  number  of  gentlemen,  whose  names  had  been  submitted  to 
them,  and  they  were  thereupon  elected,  and  other  nominations  were 
received. 

The  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

"  The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  May  meeting  of 
1874,  to  confer  with  similar  Committees  from  other  Historical  So- 
cieties, and  report  a  plan  for  united  action  in  advancing  the  objects 
of  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  would  report,  that  owing  to  various 
circumstances,  they  have  not  been  able  to  correspond  with  other 
Societies  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  necessity  for 
action  to  ensure  a  result  commensurate  with  the  interest  and  import- 
ance of  the  object,  has  been  recognized  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Central  Committee,  charged  with  the  duty  of  bringing  about  such 
action,  and  we  would  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  President,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and 
Secretaries  of  this  Society,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  any  com- 
mittee from  other  Historical  Societies  in  relation  to  the  best  measures  for  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia 
in  1876. 
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"The  Committee  would  ask  to  be  discharged  from  farther  consider- 
ation of  the  subject." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Pennington,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  stated 
that  the  Society  had  in  its  possession  a  portrait  of  one  of  the  ances- 
tors of  Cortlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  which  that  gentleman  was  desirous 
of  having  returned  to  him,  and  as  the  member  through  whom  it  was 
received  had  no  objection  to  the  Society's  making  such  a  disposition 
of  it,  he  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved.  That  the  portrait  of  William  Skinner,  Captain  in  the  New  Jersey 
forces  during  the  French  war,  now  in  the  possession  of  this  Society,  be  return- 
ed to  Cortlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  to  whose  family  the  same  belonged  when  pre- 
sented to  the  Society. 

Mr.  Whitehead  drew  the  attention  of  members  to  a  passage  in 
Beauchamp  Plantagenet's  "  Description  of  the  the  Province  of  New 
Albion,"  1648,  in  which,  when  treating  of  the  best  locations  for 
English  settlements  he  mentions  "  Mount  Ployden,  the  seat  of  the 
"  Baritan  King,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Province  twenty  miles  from 
"  Sandbay  sea.  and  ninety  from  the  ocean,  next  to  Amara  hill,  the  re- 
u  tired  Paradise  of  the  children  of  the  Ethiopean  Emperour,  a  wonder, 
"for  it  is  a  square  rock  two  miles  compasse,  150  foot  high,  a  wall- 
"like  precipice,  a  strait  entrance,  easily  made  invincible,  where  he 
"keeps  two  hundred  for  his  guard,  and  under  it  is  a  flat  valley,  all 
"plain  to  plant  and  sow." 

To  verify  the  site  from  this  description,  had  baffled  the  researches 
of  all  historians,  although  the  Eev.  George  C.  Schanck,  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  Society  in  September,  1851,  had,  in  a  measure,  iden- 
tified the  mountain  with  what  are  known  as  the  Eound  Mountains  in 
the  vicinity  of  White-house,  on  the  Central  Eailroad  of  New  Jersey  ; 
still  Mr.  Schanck  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  his  inability  to  locate 
"Mount  Ployden  "  in  juxtaposition  with  "  Amara  Hill." 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  "  through  the  attention  of  Mr.  Frederick  Adams, 
of  Orange,  he  had  recently  received  an  explanation  of  the  passage, 
that  seemed  entirely  satisfactory,  derived  from  a  very  unexpected 
source.  The  clue  was  afforded  by  a  passage  in  Milton's  "Paradise 
Lost."     In  the  4th  Book  these  lines  are  found  : 
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"Nor  where  Abassin  Kings  their  issue  guard, 
Mount  Amara,  though  this  by  some  supposed 
True  Paradise,  under  the  Ethiop  line, 
By  Nilus'  head  enclosed  with  shining  rock, 
A  whole  day's  journey  high."     etc. 

aTo  this  passage,  in  an  edition  of  Milton's  works,  edited  in  1874 
by  David  Masson,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  is  appended  the  following  note  : 

"  Amara,  or  Amhara,  ia  a  tract  of  high  table-land  in  the  middle  of  Abyssinia. 
where  the  Blue  Nile  has  its  head,  and  where  in  the  old  maps  the  Nile,  as  a 
whole,  is  made  to  rise.  Being  about  half  way  between  the  Tropic  of  Cancer 
and  the  Equator,  it  may  be  said  to  be  '  under  the  Ethiop  line.'  Here  was  the 
delightful  mountain  Amara,  '  a  day's  journey  high,'  with  its  gardens  and  pal- 
aces, where,  according  to  the  tradition  hinted  at  in  the  passage  (used  after- 
wards by  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  Rasselas)  the  sons  of  the  Abyssinian  Emperors 
were  educated  in  seclusion.  Some  thought  Amara  to  have  been  the  original 
Paradise." 

"  It  was  therefore  very  evident  that  Beauchamp  Plantagenet,  Esq., 
was  conversant  with  the  classical  traditions  of  the  East,  some  years 
before  either  Milton  or  Johnson  wrote,  and  that  his  allusion  to  Mount 
Ployden  as  being  "  next''  to  Amara  Hill  has  reference  to  its  being 
"  next  "  in  fame  or  singularity,  and  not  in  geographical  position. 
Mr.  Adams  deserved  the  thanks  of  our  historians  for  having  pointed 
out  the  explanation  of  the  heretofore  mystical  passage." 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Graves,  through  Rev.  Mr.  Pingry,  presented  a 
four-inch  cannon  ball,  dug  up  from  the  Springfield  battle-field  of  1780, 

Rev.  James  M.  Bruen,  presented  the  original  manuscript  of  the 
address  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greeks,  which  was  delivered  in  Trinity 
Church,  Newark,  January,  1824,  by  William  W.  Miller;  which  has 
ever  been  regarded  as  a  remarkably  brilliant  production  of  that  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  New  Jersey  Bar. 

From  Miss  Gertrude  Ogden,  was  received  the  original  commis- 
sion of  David  Ogden,  to  be  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Jersey,  under  the  Great  Provincial  Seal,  dated  May 
18th,  1772. 

Hugh  H.  Bowne,  Esq.,  presented  an  original  Patent-right  to 
James  Coxe,  for  some  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of  Leather, 
dated  January  14th,  1800,  bearing  the  signatures  of  John  Adams, 
Timothy  Pickering  and  Attorney  General  Lee. 
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Mr.  Joshua  G.  Pierson  presented  copies  of  the  Reports  of  the 
Increase  of  the  Paterson  Manufactories,  and  on  a  proposed  Railroad 
from  Paterson  to  New  York,  with  maps,  printed  in  1829. 

A  recess  was  then  taken,  during  which  the  members  partook  of 
refreshments  served  in  one  of  the  Society's  rooms. 

On  reassembling,  Mr.  Whitehead  stated  that  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  January,  1865,  in  connection  with  some  resolutions 
passed  relating  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  which 
had  occurred  on  the  1st  December  previous,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Bradley, 
H.  W.  Green  and  Frederick  T.  Freiinghuysen  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  Memorial  of  that  distinguished 
Jerseyman,  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Society.  The 
duty  having  been  assigned  to  Mr.  Bradley,  he  prepared  a  paper  and 
commenced  to  read  it  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  May  follow- 
ing, but  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  was  unable  to  proceed,  and 
the  reading  of  the  remainder  was  postponed  to  some  subsequent 
meeting.  Circumstances,  however,  had  from  time  to  time  inter- 
fered therewith,  until  the  present,  and  now  Judge  Bradley,  not 
being  able  to  meet  with  the  Society,  had  devolved  the  duty  of  read- 
ing the  paper  upon  him. 

Mr.  Whitehead  then  proceeded  to  read  "  A  Memorial  of  the  Life 
and  Character  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  late  United  States 
Minister  to  France,"  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  interest, 
receiving  the  highest  commendations  for  the  succinct,  but  exceeding- 
ly lucid  exposition  it  afforded  of  the  many  important  events  in  which 
Mr.  Dayton  bore  so  prominent  a  part. 

On  its  conclusion,  on  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  transmit  to  Justice  Bradley,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  for  the  pleasure  experienced  while  listening  to  his  ad- 
mirable portraiture  of  the  life  and  character  of  our  former  associate,  the  Hon. 
William  L,  Dayton,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  place  a  copy  thereof  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications." 

The  Society  then  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  in  Trenton  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  January  next,  unless  sooner  called  together  by 
the  Executive  Committee. 
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StMinm  from  fcmpnimta  aitfo  f  agers. 

SUBMITTED  MAY  20th,  1875. 


FROM  REV.  RAYAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.D. 

Athens  Geo.  Feb.  5th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  favor  of  January  22d  was  duly  received 
When  I  read  it,  "my  eye  affected  my  heart."  I  feel  grateful  to  you 
and  through  you  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  for  the  very  kind 
interest  which  it  is  manifest  was  taken  in  me.  I  was  very  much 
gratified  to  find  that  the  Hon.  Henry  W.  Green  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  chair.  He  is  the  right  man,  in  the  right  place,  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  he  ought  to  have  been  placed  there  two  years  since. 

I  wish  it  to  be  very  distinctly  understood,  that  although  it  was 
plainly  my  duty  to  leave  New  Jersey  and  abide  here,  that  I  lose 
none  of  my  interest  in  the  Historical  Society  of  our  time  honored 
State,  and  if  I  can  at  this  distance  do  anything  to  promote  its  wel- 
fare, I  will  not  be  backward. 

Present  my  best  respects  to  our  Newark  friends,  and  accept  of 
my  assurances  of  my  continued  esteem. 

From  yours  very  truly, 

R.  K.  Rodgers. 


FROM  HON.  HENRY  W.  GREEN,  LLD. 

Trenton,  Jan.  25th,  L875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Soci<  ///, 

Duar  Sir  : — Yours  of  the  22d  inst.,  notifying  me  of  my  election, 
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as  President  of  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  was  duly  received. 

The  infirm  state  of  my  health  has  for  a  long  time  prevented  my 
attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  there  is,  at  my 
age,  no  probability  of  its  improvement.  My  first  impulse  was  there- 
fore to  decline  the  office.  But  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
*  *  *  I  have  concluded  to  accept  the  office  *  •  * 
Yery  Respectfully  Yours, 

Henry  W.  Green. 


PROM  BREVET  BRIG.  GEN'L  J.  HERYEY  SIMPSON,  U.  S.  A. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  27th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  inst., 
informing  me  of  my  election  as  Corresponding  member  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society.  I  feel  honored  by  this  election,  coming 
as  it  does  from  the  Historical  Societ}*-  of  my  native  state,  and  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  do  all  I  can  towards  promoting  the  objects  of 
the  Society. 

Yery  Respectfully, 

J.  Hervey  Simpson, 
Col.  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  GenH  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  MR.  SAMUEL  ALLINSON. 

Yardville,  Feb.  9th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

Neiu  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  to  thank  thee  for  thy  considerate  kindness  in 
sending  me  a  copy  of  A.  Gifford's  article  on  the  Aborigines  of  New 
Jersey.     Though  a  rambling  essay  it  is  quite  interesting.     He  says 
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£1000  was  the  price  paid  at  the  Easton  Treaty  for  the  Indian  claim t 
in  Northern  New  Jersey.  The  history  says  Gov.  B.  offered  $800, 
and  at  Tom  King's  request  made  it  $1,000,  and  the  actual  receipt 
in  the  secretary's  office  is  for  "£376."  Again  be  says,  "This  year 
(1758)  completed  the  exodus  of  the  Delawares  from  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  to  the  country,  west  of  the  Alle^hanies  leaving 
only  about  150  of  the  Minsees  in  our  eastern  section."  This  conveys 
quite  a  wrong  impression.  He  seems  to  admit  p.  192  "that  the 
natives  of  New  Jersey  united  with  the  enemy  in  1756.''  I  have 
seen  no  proof  of  this,  though  a  few  Indians  were  missing  and  possi- 
bly joined  Teedyuscung  when  he  "  struck  "  Pennsylvania  in  '54 
or  '55.  *         *         * 

Thy  obliged  friend, 

Samuel  Allinson. 


FROM  BREVET  BRIG.  GBN'L  J.  HERVEY  SIMPSON,  U.  S.  A. 

St.  Louis,  March  29th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Dear  Sir: — Enclosed,  I  send  you  an  original  letter  from  Gov. 
DeWitt  Clinton,  the  projector  of  the  great  "New  York  and  Erie 
Canal,"  dated  Albany,  January  22d,  1828,  to  mjr  father,  the  late 
Judge  John  N.  Simpson,  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  on  "  the 
transcendent  importance  (to  use  the  Governor's  language),  of  a  nav- 
igable connection  between  the  Bays  of  New  York  and  Delaware." 
This  letter  it  seems  was  written  in  reply  to  one  from  my  father, 
setting  forth  the  great  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  a  connection, 
and  doubtless  also  advocating  that  the  Canal  be  undertaken  and 
owned  by  the  state.  I  regret  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  has  not  boon 
preserved,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  for  I  doubt  not,  that  the  well  known 
study  given  by  my  father  to  this  subject  for  the  twelve  years  pre 
viously,  first  as  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  ami. 
afterwards,  as  a  private  citizen,  enabled  him  to  present  the  subject 
to  Governor  Clinton  in  a  light,  and  with  a  cogency  of  argument  and 
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statistics,  that  would  add  doubly  to  the  value  of  the  correspondence, 
and  make  it  still  more  interesting  as  a  matter  for  Historical  record. 

"The  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,"  was  the  great  project  of  my 
father's  life  and  ambition,  and  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  citizen, 
do  I  believe  the  credit  to  be  due,  of  bringing  this  improvement,  by 
his  official  acts,  in  the  legislature,  and  presentation  of  facts  and  sta- 
tistics through  the  press,  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  it  a  fait  accompli.  

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  and  one  which  shows  my  father's  sagacity, 
that  he  always  asserted  that  the  income  from  the  Canal  would  exceed 
that  to  be  derived  from  any  railroad  which  might  be  built  between 
the  same  termini ;  and  this,  I  am  assured,  is  now  actually  the  case. 

As  the  letter  is  quite  dim  from  age,  I  also  send  you  a  faithful 
copy. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  Hervey  Simpson, 
Col.  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gertl  U.  S.  A. 


LETTER    FROM 
DkWITT   CLINTON   TO  JOHN  N.    SIMPSON, 

OF    NEW  BRUNSWICK. 


Received  from  Brevet  Brig.  Geril  J.  H.  Simpson. 


Albany,  January  22d,  1828. 

Sir  : — I  was  honored  with  your  interesting  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  to  which  I  should  have  paid  immediate  attention,  had  I 
not  been  under  a  great  pressure  of  official  business,  and  now  my 
time  will  only  permit  a  slight  view  of  the  subjects  which  you  have 
presented  to  my  consideration  ;  and  I  hope  that  this  communication 
will  reach  you  seasonably  and  operate  favorably  for  the  praise- 
worthy objects  which  you  have  in  view. 

As   to  the  transcendant   importance    of   a   navigable    connexion 
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between  the  Bays  of  New  York  and  Delaware,   there  cannot  be  I 

scintilla  of  doubt;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  this  communica 
tion  will  be  extended  to  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  by  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal,  and  that  the  whole  will  embrace  within  its 
influence,  the  Hudson,  the  Delaware,  the  Snsquehannah  and  the 
Rivers  flowing  into  them  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Canal  which  you  contemplate  from  the  Delaware 
to  the  Raritan  must  be  palpable  and  incalculable.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  enterprising  spirit,  which  distinguishes  our  national 
character,  is  limited  only  by  the  realities  or  prospects  of  proli table 
adventure.  Abroad  it  is  witnessed  in  every  region  however  remote 
or  secluded ;  at  home,  nothing  escapes  its  scrutiny  or  communion. 
Wherever  a  market  can  be  found — wherever  an  inierchange  of 
benefits  can  be  had,  wherever  a  facile  communication  can  be 
obtained,  you  will  see  the  products  of  the  soil,  of  the  mines  and  of 
the  forests — the  fabrics  of  manufactures  and  the  importations  of 
external  commerce.  In  July  1826,  I  passed  through  a  remote  part 
of  this  State  bordering  on  the  Susquehannah,  and  a  trader  there, 
availing  himself  of  a  rise  of  water  in  a  small  stream,  had  just  returned 
from  conveying  a  raft  of  lumber  to  the  City  of  Washington,  with 
ample  profits  on  the  sales,  and  at  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles. 
A  few  weeks  afterwards,  I  was  informed  at  Olean,  one  of  the  Head 
waters  of  the  Allegany,  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to  convey  from 
that  place  pressed  hay  in  arks  to  Natches,  and  lumber  to  New 
Orleans.  The  operation  of  this  same  spirit  will  be  forcibly  and  lib- 
erally experienced,  when  the  great  markets  of  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  are  thrown  open  to  the  access  of  a  vast 
population,  conveying  such  immense  regions,  as  will  be  compre- 
hended by  these  Canals  and  the  natural  waters  communicating  with 
them.  To  doubt  on  this  subject  would  exhibit  a  scepticism 
approaching  dementation. 

I  perceive  that  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  main  trunk  of  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  forty  miles  long,  sixty  feet  wide  at  the 
top,  sixty  feet  deep;  that  the  entire  lockage  will  be  about  fifty  feel 
on  each  side  of  the  summit  level,  and  that  it  is  to  be  supplied  by  a 
navigable  feeder  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  long,  thirty  fen  wide 
at  the  surface,  and  from  four  and  a  half  to  five  feet  deep. 
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This  plan  is  a  judicious  one.  The  main  Canal  will  be  susceptible 
of  sloop  navigation,  and  the  increased  width  and  depth  beyond  those 
usually  adopted,  will  render  the  transit  of  vessels  more  easy  and 
rapid. 

This  work  can  be  made  without  any  great  physical  difficulty. 
The  cost  will  not  exceed  $1,200,000,  and  no  doubt  a  loan  can  be 
obtained  for  that  purpose  by  your  State,  at  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  undertaken  and 
owned  by  the  State.  The  financial  inducements  to  this  measure  are 
as  obvious  as  those  which  affect  the  other  cardinal  interests  of  the 
community. 

This  Canal  including  its  feeder,  will  be  about  the  same  extent  as 
the  Champlain  Canal,  and  it  is  a  very  liberal  concession  in  favor  of 
the  latter  to  sajr  that  the  income  will  be  about  the  same ;  the  expense 
of  superintendence  and  repairs  will  probably  be  less,  and  its  increase 
of  revenue  will  undoubtedly  be  more  rapid.  The  interest  of  the 
loan  to  effect  it  will  be  sixty  thousand  dollars ;  the  proceeds  of  the 
Champlain  Canal  for  the  last  year  were  $85,000  dollars,  and  its 
progressive  income  has  been  more  than  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  avails  of  your  canal  will  consequently  in  a  few  years  extinguish 
the  debt,  when  in  all  probability  the  State  will  derive  a  clear  annual 
revenue  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  and  when  we  connect 
this  consideration,  the  establishment  of  town  and  villages,  the  crea- 
tion of  a  dense  population,  and  the  acquisition  of  valuable  home 
markets  in  the  vicinity,  and  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Canal,  there 
ought  to  be  no  hesitancy  about  acting  promptly  and  decidedly  in 
favor  of  a  measure  so  abounding  with  benefits. 

I  am  very  respectfully  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DeWitt  Clinton. 
John  N.  Simpson,  Esq., 

New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original,  presented  to  the  New  Jersey  Histor- 
ical Society  by 

J.  Hervey  Simpson. 
Col.  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gerfl  U.  S.  A. 
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From  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey. — Digest  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Encampment  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Journal  of  proceedings,  1833  to  1874  inclusive.     5  Vols. 

From  Harvard  College. — 49th  Annual  report  of  the  President,  1873, 
1874. 

From  Aaron  Matthews. — Account  of  the  malignant  fever  lately  pre- 
valent in  the  city  of  New  York  by  James  Hardie,  A.  M.  New 
York,  1799. — Funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  President  Wash- 
ington, by  Alexander  Macwhorter,  D.D.  Newark,  N.  J.,  1800; 
and  other  valuable  papers. 

From  the  United  States  Patent  Office. — The  official  Gazette,  vol.  7, 
Nos.  1  to  17  inclusive;  Vol.  2  complete;  No  8  of  Vol.  3  ;  Nos. 
6  and  12  of  Vol.  6.  General  Index,  1872.  Index  to  Decisions, 
Titles,  Etc. 

From  T.  P.  Bayes. — Portfolio  ©f  New  England  Society  of  Orange, 
containing  prints  of  the  Valley  Oak ;  the  Hillyer  Elm ;  the 
Harrison  Buttonwood,  with  letter  press  descriptions. 

From  George  H.  Bruen. — The  volume  of  the  writings  of  Bishop 
Burnett,  brought  from  England  by  William  Davis,  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  who  died  September  16th,  1715. 

From  Harmon  C.  Westervelt. — Georgetown  Courier,  containing  arti- 
cles on  "  The  Printing  Press,  &c,  connected  with  the  city  of  New 
York  from  their  earliest  stages  to  more  recent  times." 

From  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen. — Self  government  in  Louisiana,  speech 
in  Senate,  U.  S.,  January,  1875. 

From  Dr.  Benjamin  B.  Aycrigg. — Simcoes  Military  Journal,  during 
American  Revolution.     New  York,  1844.     Large  paper  copy. 

From  Edwin  Salter. — Washington  Chronicle,  containing  an  article  on 
Potomac  River. 

From  Henry  Congar. — Semi-Centennial  Discourse  on  Third  Presby- 
terian Church,  Newark,  N.  J.,  June  14th,  1874,  by  E.  R.  Craven, 
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D.D. — Lists  of  emigrants  to  America,  1600  to  1700  by  John 
Camden  Hotten.     1  Yol.,  8vo. 

From  Robert  S.  Swords. — Municipal  Register  of  Bridgeport  Conn. 
1873. — Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Peoria, 
1874. — Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  American 
Cheap  Transportation  Association,  Richmond,  1874. — Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  1873,  '74. — 
Report  on  the  Canals  of  New  York  by  Committee  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  New  York,  1875. — Annual  Report  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  1874. 

From  Amos  H.  Searfoss. — Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Jersey,  1841,  to  1856. — The  Young  Millwright  and  Miller's  Guide 
in  five  parts  by  Oliver  Evans,  Philadelphia,  1795. 

From  W.  P.  Garrison. — Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  of  Orange,  N.  J.     Sixth  Edition,  1874. 

From  the  Authors. — Address  before  the  Reformed  Church,  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,  by  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  October,  1874. — Oration  of 
Henry  Annitt  Brown,  on  the  one  hundredth  Anniversary  of  the 
meeting  of  Congress  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  1875. 

From  William  A.  Whitehead. — Volume  of  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser,  1874. 

From  John  Mix. — "An  Universal  History  of  Arts  and  Sciences," 
compiled,  1741.     Vol.,  A.  to  G. 

From  John  Horn. — Original  grant  from  the  Proprietors  of  East 
Jersey  to  William  Pinhorne  for  500  acres  on  the  Raritan  River, 
dated  March  25th,  1698. 

From  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education. — Annual  report,  1873. 

From  William  B.  Mott. — Brief  history  of  Christ  Church,  Shrews- 
bury, New  Jersey. 

From  Daniel  O.  Scott. — The  Royal  Magazine  or  Gentlemen's  Monthly 
Companion, — and  others,  1766.  to  1776. — A  Key  to  the  Scripture 
Character  of  Jesus  Christ,  London,  1784. — Sermon  by  Samuel 
Miller,  A.  M.,  before  New  York  Missionary  Society,  1802. — The 
Traders  Sure  Guide,  by  William  Leyburn,  London,  1741. 

From  Eugene  A.  Smith. — Geological  Survey  of  Alabama,  1874. 

From  Rev.  Daniel  Leach. — Annual  report  of  the  School  Committee 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  1874. 
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From  Samuel  C.  Perkins. — Proceedings  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  New  Public  Buildings  in  Pennsylvania  Square,  Phil- 
adelphia, July  4th,  1874. 

From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tattle. — Geological  Survey  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  1873. — Sermons,  Inaugural  and  other  addresses.  16 
Pamphlets. 

From .     Lay  Evangelism,  a  paper  read  before   the   Presby 

terian  ministerial  association  of  Cinn.  by  R.  L.  Stanton,  D.D.,  April 
19th,  1875. — Maryland  not  a  Roman  Catholic  Colony,  by  E.  I  >.  X. 
Mineapolis,  1875. — Oration  by  John  D.  Gardiner,  Roxbury,  New 
Jersey,  July  4th,  1807. 

From  the  Association. — First  Report  of  the  Emlen  Institution,  for  the 
benefit  of  children  of  African  and  Indian  descent,  Phil.  1875. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green. — Annual  Reports  of  schools,  charitable 
and  other  societies  in  Massachusetts.     89  Pamphlets. 

From  the  Societies. — Proceedings  of  the  New  England  Historic   and 
Genealogical  Society,  January  and  April,  1875. 
The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  January  1875. 
The  American  Philosophical  Society,  June  to  December,  1874. 
Iowa  Historical  Society,  the  Annals  of  Iowa,  1874. 
The  American  Antiquarian  Society,  1874. 
Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute.     Vol.  6.     Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12 
Vol.  7.  Nos.  1,  2,  3.     Essex    Historical   Collections,   Vol.  XIII, 
January,  1875. 

The  New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society  Record. 
Vol.  2  and  Nos.  1,  2.     Vol.  6. 

From  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society. — Annual  Report,  1873. 

From  Rev.  C or tlandt  Whitehead. — The  Missionary  Manual  and  Direc- 
tory of  the  Moravian  Church,  1875. 

From  the  Publishers: — Consecutive  Numbers  of  The  Weekly  Stale 
Gazette.  Newark  Manufacturer.  The  Centennial.  Boston 
Herald,  April  17th. 

In  response  to  the  circular  issued  by  the  Library  Committee. — Consec- 
utive numbers  of  the  Princeton  Press;  National  Standard,  Salem  ; 
Passaic  City  Herald;  Hackettstown  Herald  ;  Monmouth  Democrat, 
Vols.  40  and  41,  1873,  1874  ;  Orange  Journal ;  The  New  Jersey 
Herald  and  Sussex  County  Democrat. 
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From  Col.  Thomas  F.  De  Voe. — Three  years  struggle  with  municipal 
misrule,  report  of  A.  H.  Green,  Comptroller,  New  York,  February 
1875. — Celebration  by  the  Tammany  Society,  July  4th,  1870. — 
The  History  of  Caranthus  the  first  Sailor  King  of  England  by  J. 
W.  Depeyster,  1858.— The  Cultivator.     Vols.,  5  and  10. 

From  Rev.  Marshall  B.  Smith. — Lossing's  Washington  and  the 
American  Revolution.     3  Vols.,  8  vo. 

From  William  Plume. — New  York  American,  1831. — Goldsmith's 
England,  1806,  and  3  other  volumes. 

From  State  Treasurer. — Laws  of  New  Jersey,  1873,  1874. 

From  Beach  Vanderpool. — Report  of  Commissioners  to  select  a  site, 
and  build  an  asylum  for  the  Insane  to  Legislature,  1872,  '73  '74, 
with  colored  print  of  the  building. 

From  A.  Q.  Keasbey. — From  the   Hudson  to  the  St.  John's,  1874. 

1  Vol.  8vo. 

From    Gilbert  Mollison.—N ew  York  Observer,    1831,  '32,  '33,  '34. 

2  Vols. 

From  Henry  Phillips,  Jr. — Brigade  Orders,  1st  Regiment  New 
Jersey  Militia,  1793,  1796,  two  Broadsides. — Bond,  Samuel  Tomlin 
and  William  Tomlin  to  Alexander  Randall,  Dec.  20th,  1773. 

From  Robert  Clark  &  Co. — Eighth  Re-union ;  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  September,  1874. 

From  the  Mobile  Board  of  Trade. — Alabama  Manual  and  Statistical 
Register  for  1875. 

From  Joseph  Black. — Book  of  Common  Prayer,  1690,  Cincinnati  in 
1859  by  Charles  Cist. — Sermons  by  Alexander  Macwhorter,  D.D. 
Newark,  1803.     2  Vols.  8vo. 

From  Robert  Clark  &  Co. — Our  barren  lands ;  the  interior  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  by  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen,  1875. — Bibliotheca 
Americana. 

From  the  Publishers. — The  American  Bibliopolist,  Febuary  and 
April. — American  Journal  of  Education.  April  and  May  1875. — 
Old  and  New,  January,  1875.     Vol.  XI,  No.  1. 

From  C.  D.  Bradlee. — In  memoriam,  Rev.  James  Walker,  LLD.,  ex- 
President  of  Harvard  College,  by  C.  D.  Bradlee,  1875. 

From  the  Association. — In  memoriam,  Our  Heroic  Dead,  Licking 
County's  gallant  Soldiers,  1874. 
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A  MEMORIAL 


OF 


THE  LIFE   AND   CHARACTER 


HON.  WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON, 

Late  U.  S.  Minister  to  France. 


BY  JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY,  ESQ. 


Prepared  in  conformity  with  a  Resolution  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 


On  January  19th,  1865,  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Histori- 
cal Society,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

WIiereas,  Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  country  has  been  called 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  its  able  representative  at  the  Court  of  France,  the  Hon. 
William  L.  Dayton,  long  a  member  and  officer  of  this  Society,  a  ready  and 
cheerful  promoter  of  its  objects,  and  at  the  time  of  his  departure  on  his  mis- 
sion, one  of  its  Vice  Presidents  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  to  lament,  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William 
L.  Dayton,  the  loss  of  one  whose  place  at  the  Bar,  in  the  Senate,  in  the  Cab- 
inet, and  in  the  recoUections  of  Jerseymen  is  left  vacant,  and  cannot  soon  be 
filled. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  participate  in  the  universal  regret  at  his  sudden 
and  untimely  decease,  and  that  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  his  family  in 
their  great  and  sore  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  the  character  and  services  of  Mr.  Dayton  as  a  distinguished 
and  eminent  Jerseyman,  long  occupying  a  large  space  in  the  public  eye,  are 
entitled  to  more  than  a  mere  passing  tribute  at  the  hands  of  this  Society  and 
his  native  State ;  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  procure,  if  practicable, 
the  preparation  of  some  permanent  and  fitting  memorial  of  his  career. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  Committee  referred  to  in  the  last  resolution, 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Bradley,  Henry  W.  G-reen,  and  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen. 

On  the  18th  May,  1865,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  to  the  Society 
the   following  paper. 


MEMORIAL. 


William  Lewis  Dayton,  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  France,  departed  this  life,  suddenly  at  Paris,  on 
the  first  day  of  December,  1864.  He  not  only  held  an  eminent 
official  position  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  he  was  a  distinguished 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  beloved  and  honored  son  of  New 
Jersey.  As  such,  and  as  a  memher  of  this  Society,  of  long  and 
honored  standing,  it  is  highly  proper  that  some  appropriate  memorial 
of  his  life  and  services,  should  be  recorded  in  our  proceedings. 

His  own  remarks  made  in  this  Society  some  years  ago,  are  proper 
to    remember  now. 

The  Committee  on  biographies  had  made  a  report  expressing  some 
disappointment  at  the  little  success  which  had  attended  their  applica- 
tions to  the  descendants  of  distinguished  Jerseymen  for  such  sketches 
of  their  lives  as  the  private  or  family  papers  might  enable  them  to 
furnish,  Mr.  Dayton,  in  a  few  remarks  made  on  the  occasion,  al- 
luded to  the  importance  to  the  State  of  securing  authentic  informa- 
tion respecting  those  whose  names  and  deeds  were  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  her  history.  No  people,  he  said,  could  expect  to  have 
their  history  written  impartially  and  well  by  strangers,  and  not  until 
Jerseymen  exert  themselves  more,  could  they  expect  to  be  relieved 
from  the  injurious  efforts  of  such  authorship.  Since  then,  he  has 
himself  become  one  of  those  whose  name  and  deeds  are  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  history  of  New  Jersey ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Society,  in  some  way,  to  preserve  a  memorial  of  his  career. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  born  at  Baskingridge,  in  Somerset  County,  New 
Jersey,  on  the  17th  day  of  February,  A.D.,  1807.  He  was  conse- 
quently, nearly  fifty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Those  fifty-eight  years  can  hardly  be  surpassed  in  the  world's  his- 
tory by  any  period  of  equal  length  in  whatever  appertains  to  the 
development  of  the  material  interests  of  society,  and   the  advance- 
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ment  and  elevation  of  the  people.  During  this  period  the  steam- 
boat, the  railroad,  the  locomotive,  the  telegraph,  the  photograph  and 
the  penny  press  became  powers  under  whose  influence  the  civilized 
world  has  made  such  strides  in  material  and  political  progress,  that 
we  seem  to  live  in  a  new  and  different  era  compared  with  that  which 
subsisted  at  the  present  century.  The  questioning  and  energetic 
spirit  of  the  present  age,  imparts  itself  more  or  less  to  all  who  live 
in  it.  And  to  self-reliant  and  powerful  minds  like  that  of  William 
L.  Dayton,  it  furnishes  a  stimulus  which  almost  infallibly  urges  them 
on  to  distinction  and  usefulness. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  just  twenty  years  the  junior  of  his  distinguished 
fellow  townsman,  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lewis,  was  a  cousin  of  that  distinguished 
Jersey  man.  Both  of  them  bore  the  maternal  surname  in  their  own 
name,  and  quite  a  remarkable  parallel  existed  between  their  respec- 
tive careers.  Both  being  natives  of  Baskingridge,  they  received  their 
early  training  in  its  celebrated  school,  Mr.  Southard,  under  its 
founder,  Dr.  Finley,  and  Mr.  Dayton  under  his  successor,  Dr.  Brown- 
lee.  Both  pursued  their  more  advanced  studies  in  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  at  Princeton,  Mr.  Southard  graduating  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, and  Mr.  Dayton  at  eighteen.  Both  were  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  New  Jersey  as  attorneys  at  about  the  same  age,  Mr.  Southard  at 
twenty-four,  Mr.  Da3^ton  at  twenty-three,  (the  latter  in  the  term  of 
May,  1830) ;  and  both  took  the  degree  of  Counsellor,  as  soon  as 
their  three  years  of  probation  as  attorneys  had  expired.  They  both 
moved  from  their  native  county  to  commence  the  practice  of  law, 
and  were  both  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  from  the  counties  of 
their  adoption,  Mr.  Southard  being  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ;  and  Mr. 
Dayton  to  the  Legislative  Council  by  the  Count}*"  of  Monmouth,  at 
the  age  of  thirty ;  and  both  were  appointed  to  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Court  during  the  first  year  of  their  legislative  terms. 
They  were,  afterwards,  both  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Southard  at  the  age  of  thirty-four,  Mr,  Dayton  at  that  of 
thirty-five  ;  and  both  were  afterwards  appointed  to  tho  effice  of  At- 
torney General  of  New  Jersey.  If  Mr.  Dayton  did  not,  like  Mr. 
Southard,  become  a  cabinet  minister,  he  became  instead  Minister 
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Plenipotentiary  to  one  of  the  first  governments  of*  Europe,  in  diffi« 
cult  times,  which  required  the  performance  of  duties  quite  as  arduous 
and  responsible.  Finally,  they  both  died  in  the  full  prime  of  ma- 
ture life — Mr.  Southard  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  Mr.  Dayton  al 
fifty-seven ;  and  during  their  respective  careers  both  stood  out  with 
striking  distinctness,  as  the  most  marked  and  eminent  men  of  their 
native  State. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Dayton  was  sometimes  conscious  of  this  singular 
parallelism  of  destinies;  perhaps  it  often  awakened  his  ambition  for 
honorable  distinction,  and  stimulated  his  naturally  sluggish  energies 
to  loftier  exertions,  more  worthy  of  his  great  abilities,  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  made.  Example  is  a  rare  preacher ;  and  nothing  so 
tends  to  create  great  men  in  a  nation  or  a  community,  as  to  have  the 
example  of  great  men  to  emulate,  and  their  talents  to  grapple  with 
in  the  struggle  of  honorable  contest. 

His  early  and  rapid  success  in  life,  makes  us  think  that  he  may 
also  have  been  conscious  of  the  shortness  of  life  and  of  the  necessity 
of  working  well  while  the  day  lasts,  in  order  to  accomplish  any  thing 
good  or  great.  He  may  have  felt  that  what  he  had  to  do  he  must 
do  with  all  his  might.  This  thought  is  beautifully  and  impressively 
expressed  in  his  address  before  the  Whig  and  Cliosophic  Societies 
in  September,  1843.  He  then  said  to  the  young  men  of  his  Alma 
Mater : 

"  Wait  not  for  the  strength  of  coming  years.  Experience  asks  no  delay 
Now,  every  day  and  hour,  is  the  time  for  effort.  The  intellect  of  age  is  surest ; 
but,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  some  of  the  grandest  reaches  of  human  thought 
have  been  the  efforts  of  youth.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  perhaps  enlarged  the 
sphere  of  human  knowledge  beyond  all  others.  Fancy  paints  him  a  sage,  as 
venerable  for  years  as  for  wisdom.  It  is  all  a  fancy  sketch.  His  grandest  dis- 
coveries were  the  efforts  of  his  youth ;  he  did  little  in  scientific  discovery  after 
his  meridian.  The  ground-work  was  laid  before  he  was  twenty-three.  *  * 
The  measurement  of  time  by  the  oscillation  of  the  pendulum  was  the  discov- 
ery of  Gallileo  before  he  had  attaind  his  twentieth  year.  And  although  not 
maturing  till  late  in  life,  we  find  him  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  in  tho  mathe- 
matical chair  of  Pisa.  *  *  Alexander  the  Great  died  in  his  thirty- 
third  year;  and  his  famed  lament,  so  often  used  to  point  a  moral,  tells  what  he 
had  done.  There  is  another  of  our  own  era,  who  conquered  and  destroyed 
more  than  Alexander  ever  knew.  Yet  it  was  in  all  tho  freshness  of  youth  that 
he  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps  and  pointed  his  ill-fed,  ill-clad  followers  to  their 
frozen  summit.  There  is  a  moral  sublimity  in  the  unwavering  confidence — the 
11 
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stern  self-relience  of  this  man  and  his  emphatic  order,  On  !  Over  mountains 
covered  with  everlasting  snows  ;  amidst  avalanches  and  glaciers  ;  through  the 
wild  gorges  between  the  Alps  and  the  Apenines,  self-sustained,  and  self-rely- 
ing he  led  his  followers  on.  *  *  But  it  is  not  in  the  field  alone,  but 
in  the  cabinet,  that  our  own  era  furnishes  illustrations  in  point.  Who  among 
the  statesmen  of  the  old  world  has  left  a  brighter  name  than  William  Pitt  ? 
Who  in  the  new  than  Alexander  Hamilton  ?  Addison  had  distinguished  him- 
self for  correctness  of  style  and  elegance  of  diction  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
one.  Pope's  incomparable  essay  upon  criticism  was  the  production  of  a  youth 
scarcely  twenty." 

When  this  was  spoken  he  was  already  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  though  only  thirty-six  years  of  age.  Some  of  his 
friends,  disinterested  or  otherwise,  had  expressed  the  fear  that  his 
progress  was  too  rapid  for  his  own  permanent  advantage.  These 
words  of  his  may  be  regarded  as  his  own  formal  defence  or  apology 
for  his  early  advancement. 

Mr.  Dayton's  father  was  not  wealthy.  Although  a  man  of  consid- 
erable character  and  intelligence,  he  was  a  plain  mechanic,  and  had 
to  exert  himself  strenuously  to  give  his  children  an  education — a 
duty  which  was  honorably  and  faithfully  discharged  ;  two  of  his  sons 
being  trained  to  the  bar,  and  a  third  being  educated  as  a  physician. 
We  are  not  surprised,  therefore,  that  his  son  William,  after  leaving 
College,  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  teaching  school  at  Pluck- 
amin,  as  a  means  of  replenishing  his  resources  whilst  pursuing  his 
professional  studies.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  then  residing  at  Somerville ;  but  the  interruptions  to  which 
he  was  subjected  delayed  his  admission  to  the  bar  till  May  term, 
1830,  five  years  after  he  had  taken  his  academical  degree.  The 
general  impression  made  by  him  at  this  period  was,  that  his  talents 
were  less  brilliant  than  solid  ;  and  that  by  his  mental  constitution, 
though  capable  of  much  energy  and  power  when  roused  to  exertion, 
he  was  rather  indolent  and  sluggish,  than  alert  and  active.  No 
doubt  the  cause  of  this  impression  was  the  fact  that  Mr.  Dayton  was 
always  more  of  a  thinker  than  a  mere  student  of  books,  and  like 
Patrick  Henry,  was  making  more  progress  in  his  studies  whilst  mus- 
ing with  himself  along  the  trout  stream,  or  the  fowling  range,  than 
in  the  dusty  office,  surrounded  by  the  more  dusty  books.  He  paid 
sufficient  attention  to  the  latter,  however,   to  lay  in  a  sound  stock  of 
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coramon  law  learning   and  legal  principles,   which   he  ever  irielded 
with  readiness  and  tact  in  the  conduct  or  consideration  of  any  cause 

in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Mr.  Dayton  never  became,  or  made  any  pretentions  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  legal  scholar — a  class  of  lawyers  who  are  often  more  learned 
than  sound,  and  more  knowing  than  safe.  They  will  tell  you  about 
all  the  obscure  and  recondite  cases  which  have  been  decided  on  any 
particular  point ;  what  this  judge  asserted,  and  what  that  judge 
doubted ;  and  yet  be  unable  themselves  to  form  any  sound  and  defi- 
nite conclusion  on  the  subject — any  conclusion  for  themselves  or 
their  clients  to  adopt  as  a  rule.  They  will  still  doubt  and  hesitate, 
and  fortify  themselves  with  so  many  "ifs,"  and  "ands,"  and  "buts," 
that  they  only  "darken  counsel  by  words  without  knowledge,"  and 
leave  those  dependent  upon  them  for  advice,  in  greater  doubt  and 
distress  than  before.  Or,  if  they  happen  to  be  of  a  positive  disposi- 
tion, ever  ready  to  give  their  opinion  at  a  breath,  they  are  as  apt  to 
be  wrong  as  right. 

Great  learning  and  great  breadth  of  reading  are  not  by  any  means 
to  be  despised ;  and  if  there  is  enough  power  of  mental  digestion  to 
assimilate  it,  and  make  it  contribute  to  real  knowledge  and  depth,  it 
is  a  great  blessing;  but  if  it  burdens  and  overloads  the  brain,  the 
reading  had  better  be  more  limited,  and  better  understood. 

The  law  is  a  science  of  principles,  by  which  civil  society  is  regu- 
lated and  held  together,  by  which  right  is  eliminated  and  enforced, 
and  wrong  is  detected  and  punished.  Unless  these  principles  are 
drawn  from  the  books  which  a  student  reads,  and  deposited  in  his 
mind  and  heart,  his  much  reading  will  be  but  a  dry  and  unprofitable 
business.  On  the  contrary,  if  these  principles  are  discovered  be- 
neath the  dry  husks  of  the  text  books  and  reports,  if  they  are  ex- 
tracted, mastered  and  retained,  it  will  not  be  so  much  the  number 
of  the  books  studied,  as  the  success  with  which  this  digesting  and 
assimilating  process  is  pursued  in  studying  them,  which  will  make 
the  great  and  successful  lawyer. 

It  is  precisely  in  this  respect  that  Mr.  Dayton  was  a  profitable  and 
successful  student  of  the  law.  He  had  a  large  mind  and  strong 
common  sense,  which  always  led  him  instinctively  to  search  tor  and 
seize  the  leading  and  governing  principle  which  underlay    ;i   book  or 
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case,  studied  or  referred  to,  or  a  cause  to  be  argued  or  tried.  This 
trait  characterized  his  reading  and  studies  whilst  a  student  at  law, 
and  his  practice  as  a  lawyer  after  he  came  to  the  bar.  In  the  argu- 
ment of  his  causes  he  always  stood  upon  some  broad  general  prin- 
ciple, or  fundamental  and  striking  view  of  his  case ;  he  could  not 
stoop  to  mere  technicalities. 

The  same  characteristics  distinguished  him  as  a  Judge.  There 
was  nothing  he  so  much  abhorred  as  to  decide  a  cause  on  narrow 
precedents  or  minute  technical  points.  This  arose  from  his  breadth 
of  mind  and  great  good  sense.  Strong,  sound  sense  was  the  basis 
and  most  marked  feature  of  his  intellectual  character. 

His  estimate  of  general  principles  as  comprising  the  vital  sub- 
stance of  the  law,  is  well  expressed  in  the  address  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made. 

"The  law,"  says  he,  "is  a  science  enlarged  in  its  compass,  and  noble  in  its 
objects.  It  binds  the  elements  of  society  together,  keeping  all  its  discordant 
materials  in  place.  It  has  no  mysteries,  no  uncertainties  under  which  imposi- 
tion can  protect  itself.  In  litigation  there  is  no  quackery,  no  infallible  specific. 
Crowds  never  follow  ignorant  pretenders  to  legal  knowledge  into  courts  of  jus- 
tice tc  vindicate  their  civil  rights.  Notwithstanding  that  time  out  of  mind,  its 
glorious  uncertainty  has  furnished  a  theme  for  the  wit  of  the  world  ;  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  science  apart  from  mathematical  truth,  more  fixed  or  certain  in  its 
principles.  I  speak  not  of  local  laws — of  mere  statutory  provisions,  but  of 
that  great  system  of  principles  which  constitute  the  common  law,  and  in  which 
the  science  consists.  *  *  They  are  something,  be  it  remembered, 
apart  from  the  fact  in  litigation         *  *  They  are  a  body  of  principles 

reduced  from  reason  and  experience — based  upon  the  soundest  morals  and 
adapted  to  the  varied  wants  of  organized  society.  These  principles  are  fixed, 
and  constitute  the  science.  It  is  to  the  study  of  these  principles  you  will  assiduously 
devote  yourselves.  Without  labour  in  mastering,  and  thought  in  applying  them, 
you  can  do  nothing,  literally  nothing.  Genius  alone  will  be  of  as  little  avail  as 
powder  without  lead ;  though  full  of  it,  you  are  but  a  blank  cartridge ;  you 
may  make  a  great  flash  and  noise,  but  will  send  nothing  to  the  mark." 

I  qrtote  his  words  thus  fully,  because  they  chime  in  with  the  lessons 
of  his  life,  and  aid  us  in  representing  to  our  own  minds  a  faithful 
image  of  his  intellectual  and  moral  personality. 

After  getting  his  attorney's  license  in  May,  1830,  he  concluded  to 
leave  his  native  county  and  settle  in  Monmouth.  He  first  located 
himself  at  Middletown  Point,  where  he  stayed  about  two  years,  and 
then  removed   to  Freehold,  the  county  seat;  and  about  this  period 
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was  married  to  Miss  Vanderveer,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Ferdinand 
Vanderveer,  of  Somerville,  who  survives  her  husband.  The  Mon- 
mouth County  courts,  especially  the  circuit  for  the  trial  of  Su- 
preme Court  cases,  were  at  that  period,  attended  by  Gen.  Wall, 
George  Wood,  Col.  Warren  Scott,  Chief  Justice  Green,  the  late 
James  S.  Green,  and  others  of  equal  eminence  in  the  profession, 
besides  the  local  lawyers  of  the  place,  Mr.  Ryall,  Judge  Randolph, 
and  others.  The  forensic  contests  of  these  men  and  forensic  con- 
test with  them,  furnished  a  most  excellent  school  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Mr.  Dayton's  peculiar  powers.  He  very  soon  took  rank  as 
a  young  man  of  great  promise.*  Gen.  Wall,  who  was  a  good  judge 
of  character,  detected  his  undeveloped  powers  on  first  coming  in 
contact  with  him ;  and  meeting  Mr.  Vroom  shortly  afterwards, 
whom  he  knew  to  have  been  Mr.  Dayton's  preceptor,  made  particu- 
lar enquiries  about  him,  and  predicted  his  future  eminence. 


*  A  newspaper  correspondent  relates  the  following  incident  which  took  place 
in  Freehold,  at  the  November  Court,  1833.  A  friend  of  the  writer  had  been 
indicted  for  resenting  an  insult,  and  had  employed  Mr.  Dayton,  to  defend  him. 
The  result  of  the  case  is  told  as  follows:  "It  so  happened  that  the  outgoing 
sheriff.  John  M.  Perrine,  Esq.,  had  summoned  the  grand  jury  and  other  jurors 
at  the  usual  time,  and  that  the  recently  elected  and  qualified  sheriff,  Thos. 
Miller,  Esq.,  had  made  the  return  of  the  list  or  panel  to  the  court,  as  "  duly 
summoned,"  one  sheriff  summoning  and  the  other  sheriff  returning  the  jurors 
of  the  term.  Here  was  a  nut  which  counsellor  Dayton  presented  to  the  court 
to  be  cracked.  He  contended  that  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  jurymen 
were  illogal  and  void,  and  moved  the  court  to  quash  the  indictment  against  the 
defendant,  our  friend  Gravatt.  Here  was  "a  pretty  kettle  offish."  If  one 
prisoner  was  discharged  or  remanded,  all  others  would  have  the  same  claim 
upon  the  court — all  indictments  of  the  term  would  be  null.  Counsellor  Dayton 
made  a  short,  sensible  and  pointed  argument.  Attorney  General  White  replied, 
and  Judge  Byerson  without  hesitation,  declared  the  indictment  void.  The  de- 
fendent  was  discharged  upon  his  own  recognizance. 

"All  this  was  followed  by  a  buzz  through  the  then  little  village  of  Freehold. 
Young  Dayton's  name  was  upon  every  body's  tongue.  You  could  hear  the 
exclamations  "What!  all  the  indictments  quashed?"  "  No  criminal  buail 
this  term?"  "  That  Dayton  is  sharp."  "He  knows  more  than  we  thought.'- 
with  sundry  similar  expressions  of  commendation.  From  that  day  Mr.  Dayton 
had  no  lack  of  clients." 
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They  soon  became  warmly  attached  to  each  other,  and  the  success 
of  the  younger  advocate  was  a  matter  of  just  pride  and  gratulation 
to  his  generous  senior,  although  he  often  felt  the  weight  of  those 
blossoming  talents  to  his  cost.  When  appropriate  notice  was  taken 
of  Gen'l  Walls'  death  in  the  Supreme  Court  many  years  afterwards, 
Mr.  Dayton  is  recorded  to  have  spoken  in  a  feeling  manner  of  the 
character  of  the  deceased ;  but  when  he  came  to  speak  of  his  per- 
sonal relations  with  Gen'l  Wall,  the  tide  of  recollection  was  too 
strong,  large  tears  flooded  his  eyes,  and  he  resumed  his  seat. 

So  rapidly  did  Mr.  Dayton  rise  in  the  public  estimation,  both  in 
regard  to  talents  and  character,  that  in  1837,  he  was  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  Whig  party  on  their  Legislative  ticket  as  candidate  for 
the  Legislative  Council.  Monmouth  was  a  strong  Democratic 
County,  having  for  five  successive  years  elected  the  Jackson  ticket 
by  large  majorities.  But  in  1837  came  the  great  commercialcrash, 
consequent  upon  the  expansions,  the  extravagance,  and  the  reckless 
speculations  of  previous  years,  and  with  it  a  revolution  in  the  polit- 
ical world,  which  finally  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
administration,  and  the  election  of  Gen'l  Harrison  to  the  Presidency. 
In  1837,  the  revolution  commenced  in  New  Jersey,  and  Monmouth 
was  one  of  the  counties  which  completely  changed  its  political  front. 
The  entire  Whig  ticket  was  elected,  and  Mr.  Dayton  took  his  seat 
in  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Whigs  had  a  majority  in  both 
houses  and  retained  it  for  six  successive  years,  each  year  electing 
William  Pennington,  Governor.  The  legislature  of  1837-8,  of  which 
Mr.  Dayton  was  a  member,  in  its  Second  Session,  in  February, 
passed  one  law  which  had  a  very  important  effect  on  the  judiciary 
system  of  this  State.  Up  to  that  period  we  had  no  county  court 
of  ordinary  civil  jurisdiction,  except  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  so-called  because  the  Supreme  Court  was  a  Superior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  as  well  as  a  court  of  criminal  and  prerogative  juris- 
diction. The  Inferior,  or  county  court  was  composed  of  an  indefi- 
nite number  of  judges,  from  three  to  a  dozen  or  more,  none  of  whom 
were  ever,  or  rarely  ever,  selected  from  the  bar,  or  for  any  legal 
knowledge  they  were  supposed  to  possess.  This  constitution  of  the 
county  courts  rendered  it  necessary  to  bring  all  important  litigation 
before  the  Supreme  Court,    either  originally,  or  by  a  process  of  re- 
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moval  from  the  Inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  technically  railed  a 
habeas  corpus  cum  causa.  The  increasing  population  ;ui<l  business  of 
the  State  caused  to  be  felt  the  necessity  of  a  local  tribunal,  having 
the  confidence  of  the  bar,  and  the  people,  and  bringing  justice  at  mod- 
erate expense  home  to  every  man's  door.  Mr  Dayton  was  chairman 
of  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  Council,  and  in  that  capacity,  as 
well  as  in  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  he  advocated  the 
bill  referred  to,  entitled,  "An  act  to  facilitate  the  administration  of 
of  justice,"  by  which  a  county  court  of  original  and  unlimited  juris- 
diction in  civil  cases,  was  created,  to  be  called  a  Circuit  Court  and 
to  be  held  by  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  four  times  a  year  in 
each  county.  A  circuit  had  formerly  been  held  twice  a  year  in 
each  county,  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  the  mere 
trial  of  jury  causes  in  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  the  new  Circuit 
Court,  besides  the  trial  of  these  causes,  was  invested  with  original 
jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases,  as  before  stated,  and  soon  became  and 
has  ever  since  remained  the  most  popular  court  of  common  law 
jurisdiction  in  the  State.  The  new  duties  required  of  the  Supreme 
Court  judges  by  this  law,  which  went  into  effect  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1838,  rendered  necessary  an  increase  of  judicial  force,  and  the 
1st  section  of  the  law  added  two  additional  judges  to  the  Supreme 
bench.  On  the  28th  of  February  the  legislature  in  joint  meeting, 
elected  Mr.  Dayton  and  John  Moore  White,  then  attorney  general, 
to  fill  the  new  seats  on  the  bench  which  the  law  had  thus  created. 
Mr.  Field  another  member  of  the  same  Legislature,  was  appointed 
Attorney  General  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Justice  White. 

The  Supreme  Court  was  originally  composed  of  a  Chief  Justice 
and  two  associate  Justices,  called  respectively  2d  and  3d  Justices. 
In  March,  1798,  a  fourth  justiceship  had  been  added,  and  the  Hon. 
Elisha  Boudinot  of  Newark  was  appointed  to  fill  it ;  but  on  the  expi- 
ration of  his  term  of  office,  in  1806,  the  legislature  repealed  the  law, 
and  left  the  bench  with  three  judges  (a  chief  and  two  associates),  as 
before ;  which  constitution  remained  until  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
1838. 

Judge  Dayton,  like  his  relative  Judge  Southard,  was  a  young  man 
for  so  distinguished  a  position,  being  only  just  turned  thirty-one 
years  of  age ;  but  it  is  generally  agreed  that  in  the  discharge  of  its 
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duties,  probably  no  man  could  have  been  selected,  who  would  have 
exhibited  greater  ability,  impartiality,  or  dignity  than  he.  I  have 
not  the  time  on  this  occasion,  to  review  any  of  his  decisions,  or  to 
descant  on  the  nature  of  the  questions  which  came  up  in  adjudication 
before  him.  But  I  may  make  the  general  remark,  that  his  opinions 
were  characterized  by  the  same  marks  of  good  sense  and  sound  dis- 
crimination, disentangled  from  small  technicalities  and  mere  matters 
of  form,  which  the  general  character  of  his  mind  would  naturally 
lead  us  to  expect.  His  associates  were  Chief  Justice  Hornblower, 
and  Justices  Ford,  White  and  Nevius.  Justice  Thomas  C.  Ryerson 
was  on  the  bench  when  he  was  first  appointed,  but  died  in  the  follow- 
ing August.  The  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  during  the  time  Judge 
Dayton  was  on  the  bench,  continued  to  enjoy,  as  it  always  has  done, 
the  highest  confidence  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  respect 
of  her  sister  states.  Our  judiciary,  at  least,  is  one  of  the  things,  to 
which  we  can  point  with  just  State  pride. 

On  the  18th  of  February  1841,  after  three  years  of  honorable 
service  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  Dayton  resigned 
that  position,  and  returned  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  where  he  then  resided.  He  had  for  some  time  contempla- 
ted this  step  ;  but  was  dissuaded  from  it  until  now  by  his  brethren 
on  the  bench,  and  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar,  "  He 
will  carry  with  him,"  said  the  leading  journal  of  the  State,  "to  the 
less  arduous  pursuits  of  private  life,  the  consciousness  and  the 
credit  of  having  discharged  his  public  functions  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  the  court."  His  judicial  career  having  been  thus  brought 
to  a  close,  we  have  next  to  consider  him  in  public  life,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  New  Jersey  in  the  National  Legislature. 

Mr.  Southard,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  several  weeks,  died  at 
Fredericksburg  on  the  26th  of  June,  1842.  He  had  for  the  second 
time,  represented  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  since 
March  4th,  1833.  A  little  more  than  one-half  of  his  second  term 
had  elapsed.  Congress  being  in  session,  and  the  State  Legislature 
not  in  session,  it  devolved  upon  Governor  Pennington  to  appoint 
Mr.  Southard's  successor ;  and  on  the  second  of  July,  he  appointed 
Mr.  Dayton,  who  took  his  seat  on  the  sixth.  I  think  it  may  be 
justly  said  that  the  appointment  was  but  in  accordance  with  the  gen- 
eral feeling  and  preference,  of  the  Whig  party  in  the  State. 
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Mr.  Dayton's  senatorial  career  extended  over  a  period  of  nearly 
nine  years.  His  appointment  to  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Southard] 
was  confirmed  by  the  legislature  on  its  first  session  in  October, 
1842  ;  and  in  February  1845,  he  was  re-elected  for  the  full  term, 
commencing  in  March    of  that  year,   and   ending    March  4th,  1851. 

The  period  covered  by  these  nine  years,  was  a  rery  important 
and  eventful  one  in  our  history  ;  and  the  chief  actors  in  it,  with 
whom  Mr.  Dayton  was  brought  in  contact,  were  historical  characters, 
whose  names  will  go  down  to  the  latest  ages  of  the  republic.  Dur- 
ing this  period  occurred  the  independence  of  Texas,  its  consolidation 
with  our  Territory,  the  Mexican  War,  the  acquisition  of  California, 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona ;  the  slavery  agitation  which  ensued  upon 
this  acquisition ;  the  compromises  of  that  subject,  which  were 
attempted,  which  were  made,  and  which  were  broken  ;  the  settle- 
ment of  our  North  Eastern  and  North  Western  boundaries  with 
Great  Britain.  These  were  some  of  the  absorbing  topics  which 
were  discussed  and  disposed  of  in  that  interesting  epoch,  embracing 
the  administrations  of  Tyler,  Polk  and  Taylor,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  that  of  Fillmore. 

When  Mr.  Dayton  entered  the  Senate,  he  found  there  such  men 
as  Calhoun  and  Preston  of  South  Carolina,  Berrien  of  Georgia, 
Benton,  William  C.  Rives,  Silas  Wright,  Crittenden  of  Kentucky, 
James  Buchanan,  Levi  Woodbury,  Rufus  Choate,  Evans  of  Maine, 
Morehead  of  Kentucky,  Willie  P.  Mangum,  Phelps  of  Ver- 
mont, Robert  J.  Walker  of  Mississippi,  and  others,  their  lit 
peers  and  rivals  in  consultation  and  debate.  Clay  had  deliver- 
ed his  celebrated  valedictory,  and  resigned  on  the  last  day  of 
March  previous,  in  disgust  at  the  ingratitude  of  Republics,  as 
Benton  ill-naturedly  says,  because  his  party  had  preferred  Gon'l 
Harrison  as  a  more  available  candidate.  Webster  was  in  President 
Tyler's  cabinet,  holding  the  portfolio  of  foreign  affairs.  He  was 
just  then  negotiating  the  Ashburton  treaty,  which  defined  our  North 
Eastern  Boundary,  and  which  was  signed  the  9th  of  August.  He 
did  not  resign  till  the  following  year.  Pie  returned  to  the  Senate. 
however,  in  1845.  Mr.  Clay  returned  in  1849.  In  the  course  o\' 
his  Senatorial  career,  Mr.  Dayton  also  met  in  the  Senate,  Hale  of 
New  Hampshire,  Dickinson,  Dix  and  Seward  of  New  York,  John 
12 
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M.  Clayton  of  Delaware,  Reverdy  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Badger  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Duffie  of  South  Carolina,  Dawson  of  Georgia, 
Bell  of  Tennessee,  Corwin,  Ewing  and  Chase  of  Ohio,  Soule  and 
Downs  of  Louisiana,,  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Douglass  of 
Illinois,  Cass  of  Michigan,  King  and  Clemens  of  Alabama,  Hamlin 
and  Evans  of  Maine,  Fremont  and  Gwin  of  California.  Mr.  Miller 
of  our  own  State  was  his  colleague  during  the  whole  period. 

This  list  of  names  is  sufficient  to  show  that  no  council  in  the 
world  at  that  time,  exceeded  in  dignity  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  certainly  no  legislative  body  was  charged  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  more  weighty  questions  or  the  settlement  of  more 
important  national  affairs.  The  organization  of  the  national 
power  in  its  ultimate  form  over  half  a  continent,  and  the  final  con- 
solidation of  the  national  territory  of  this  Western  Republic,  was 
the  duty  of  the  day  and  the  hour. 

The  United  States  Senate  Chamber  at  that  period,  was  one  of 
the  grandest  and  noblest  arenas  for  the  exhibition  of  oratory  and 
statesmanship.  I  remember  well,  and  can  never  forget  the  impres- 
sion made  upon  my  mind,  by  the  appearance  and  deliberations  of 
this  body,  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit  to  Washington,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1839.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  witness  debates  between 
most  of  the  great  men  of  that  day, — Clay,  Webster,  Calhoun,  Pres- 
ton, Silas  Wright,  Benton,  Southard,  and  their  associates.  I  was 
then  young,  and  of  course  open  to  vivid  and  deep  impressions.  But 
after  making  due  allowances  on  this  account,  I  must  say  that  noth- 
ing of  which  I  ever  read  or  heard,  came  up  so  fulty  to  my  concep- 
tion of  what  is  august,  dignified,  and  grand  in  solemn  and  delibera- 
tive assemblies.  Mr.  Dayton,  I  need  hardly  say  to  this  audience, 
for  most  of  us  remember  it  well,  was  equal  to  the  place.  He  was  a 
fit  representative  of  the  gallant  and  conservative  State  from  which 
he  came.  Although  becomingly  modest  among  the  Nestors 
of  the  Senate,  and  although  he  was  chary  of  his  speech,  deeming  it 
the  part  of  wisdom,  rather  to  listen  than  to  be  too  constantly  listened 
to,  he  soon  took  rank  among  the  ablest  men  of  the  Senate,  and  ac- 
quired the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  his  associates.  And 
whilst  his  views  were  fixed  and  decided  on  most  of  the  political 
issues  of  the  day,  and  generally  coincided  with  those  of  the  party  to 
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which  he  was  attached,  he  relied,  in  an  eminent  degree,  as  he  tlwajfl 
had  done,  on  his  own  independent  judgment.  Hence,  when  do  did 
speak,  there  was  an  originality  and  force  of  thought,  and  earnestness 
of  expression,  which  invariably  ensured  him  the  respectful  attention 
of  the  Senate. 

One  of  the  first  speeches  made  by  Mr.  Dayton  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  was  in  vindication  of  the  national  credit,  and  the  public  faith 
of  the  government.  It  was  in  February,  1843.  It  was  at  a  time, 
when,  as  some  of  us  may  remember,  almost  every  branch  of  indus- 
try was  prostrated,  not  having  yet  recovered  from  the  financial  crash 
of  1837.  The  government  was  without  resources;  the  public  secur- 
ities had  been  offered  to  foreign  capitalists,  and  had  been  declined. 
Among  those,  who  for  a  long  course  of  years  had  been  decrying  the 
general  government  and  federal  institutions,  at  the  expense  of  state 
sovereignty,  a  continual  snarl  of  dissatisfaction  and  depreciation  of 
everything  national  was  kept  up,  until  Mr.  Dayton's  loyal  feelings 
were  aroused ;  he  could  stand  it  no  longer.  Mr.  McDuffie  of  South 
Carolina,  had  offered  some  resolutions,  declaring,  first,  that  it  was  the 
solemn  and  urgent  duty  of  Congress  to  adopt  without  delay,  efficient 
measures  to  revive  the  crippled  and  decaying  commerce,  replenish 
the  impoverished  exchequer,  and  await  the  alarming  accumulation  of 
the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  (which  at  that  time  was  less 
than  forty  millions) ;  secondly,  that  a  modification  of  the  tariff  to  a 
mere  revenue  basis,  so  as  to  meet,  in  some  sort,  the  free  trade  inclin- 
ations of  Great  Britain,  and  to  circumvent  the  threats  of  smuggling 
along  our  Northern  frontier  was  necessary;  and  thirdly,  that  a  rigid 
system  of  retrenchment  and  reform,  was  rendered  imperative  by  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  public  finances. 

Mr.  Evans  of  Maine,  had  offered  an  amendment,  amongst  other 
things,  declaring  that  one  great  want  of  the  country,  was  a  currency 
of  uniform  value;  and  censuring  the  states  which  had  repudiated 
their  indebtedness,  as  a  principal  cause  of  our  want  of  credit,  and 
declaring  that  those  debts  were  binding,  and  could  not  be  annulled, 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  people  of  those  states  to  take  meas- 
ures to  pay  them.  Mr.  Dayton  proposed  instead  of  this  amend- 
ment, a  resolution,  declaring  that  the  distrust  and  obloquy  cast  upon 
the  Federal  Government,  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  those  States  bo 
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pay,  was  an  unjust  and  unfounded  imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good 
faith;  that  while  the  government  deplores  the  misguided  policy  of 
those  States,  it  disclaims  all  liability,  legally,  or  morally,  for  such 
delinquency,  and  in  vindication  of  its  own  uublemished  faith  and 
honor,  it  appeals  with  confidence  to  its  past  history.  His  speech  in 
support  of  this  resolution,  rings  out  with  a  clear  sound  of  unfaltering 
loyalty  to,  and  faith  in,  our  government  and  country.  He  hurls  back 
upon  great  Britain,  whose  bankers  and  scholars  had  joined  in  a 
tirade  of  abuse  against  us  and  our  institutions,  the  charge  of  faith- 
lessness to  public  obligations,  and  shows  how  the  national  debt  of 
England,  of  which  ours  would  not  pay  the  discount  for  thirty  days, 
originated  in  fraud  and  oppression  against  the  public  creditors.  He 
takes  the  President  to  task  for  publishing  our  shame,  by  sending  to 
Congress  a  public  message,  detailing  his  unsuccessful  efforts  to  bor- 
row money  abroad,  and  speaks  with  scorn  of  his  proposition  to  offer 
a  mortgage  on  the  public  lands. 

"Sir,',  said  he,  "I  am  a  citizen  of  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  neither  hath  ever  dis- 
honored their  faith  by  a  broken  promise.  Aside  from  other  objections  to  this 
plan,  my  feelings  revolt  at  it  as  an  indignity,  as  an  unmerited  imputation.  An 
American  President  recommends  to  an  American  Congress,  that,  in  addition  to 
our  national  faith,  we  give  collateral  security  by  mortgage  ;  that  we  submit  to 
terms  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  not  asked  of  other  nations ;  terms  implying 
a  distrust  of  our  integrity,  and  our  honor!"  *  *  The  money  could 
have  been  procured,  and  has  been  procured  (at  home)  without  any  such  extra- 
ordinary means.  But  if  it  could  not  have  been,  taxation  was  open  to  us  ; 
better  that,  than  negotiating  on  terms  implying  a  distrust  of  our  integrity." 
And,  again;  "  Sir,  there  is  no  Government  in  the  world,  that  ought  to  stand 
higher  than  that  of  these  United  States.  There  has  none — no  not  one.  acted 
with  a  faith  more  pure.  And  how  is  it  with  the  other  sovereignties  ?  Not  one 
can  be  named  which  is  not  staggering  under  its  load."  Then,  after  stating  the 
amounts  of  debts  of  the  principal  European  powers,  he  adds  :  "  With  these 
budgets  of  iniquity  upon  their  backs,  (the  fruits  of  rapine  and  war),  they  stag- 
ger along  like  the  old  sinner  of  Bunyan's  Allegory,  reading  homilies  to  us, 
doubting  whether  we  can  follow  !  We,  in  lusty  youth,  carrying  the  weight  of 
a  thistle  down,  and  with  an  inheritance  stretdhing  from  sea  to  sea !  There  is  a 
cool  assurance  in  this  thing,  to  which  the  history  of  the  world  has  no  parallel." 

So  he  always  talked.  Such  was  the  stand  he  always  took.  Con- 
fidence in  his  country,  love  for  it,  zeal  for  its  faith  and  honor, 
pride  in  its  institutions,  scorn  for  its  secret  enemies,  those  who  en- 
deavored to  stab  its  reputation  at  home,  and  to  hold  it  up  to  shame 
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and  contempt  abroad — undying  faith  in  the  greatness,  the  glory  and 
the  perpetuity  of  our  nationality, — and   at  the  same  time  alwa 
Jerseyman,  such  shall  we  find  William  L.  Dayton,  not  only  in  the 
Senate,  but  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

In  1843,  our  State  politics  experienced  a  change.  The  democrats 
carried  the  legislature  and  elected  the  Hon.  Daniel  Haines,  governor. 
The  legislature  instructed  Mr.  Dayton  to  vote  for  the  bill  to  remit 
Gen'l  Jackson's  tine,  with  interest.  This  was  in  December,  1843. 
He  took  occasion,  on  presenting  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  to 
give  his  views  on  the  subject  of  legislative  instructions.  Of  course 
he  took  the  conservative  ground  which  was  always  maintained  by 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged.  In  a  very  respectful  and  proper 
manner,  he  laid  down  what  he   considered  the  true  rule.     He  said  : 

"  But  I  am  unwilling,  at  this  stage  of  the  question,  to  announce  what  will 
be  my  final  vote  upon  the  bill  I  am  here  for  advisement,  and  so  long  as  a 
single  hour  remains, — until  discussion  and  deliberation  are  both  exhausted,  I 
hold  myself  "  open  to  conviction."  Should  I  finally  doubt,  the  instructions  of 
a  New  Jersey  legislature  would  have  with  me  a  controlling  power.  But,  sir, 
while  I  thus,  with  unaffected  sincerity,  acknowledge  the  high  estimate  I  place 
upon  the  opinions  of  that  body,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  utterly  deny 
the  binding  force  of  these  instructions.  I  will  not  shield  myself  from  a  just 
responsibility  by  subterfuge  or  evasion.  I  repeat  that  I  utterly  deny  the  bind- 
ing force  of  these  instructions.  This  chamber  was  not  intended  as  an  automa- 
ton chess-board,  nor  we  as  senseless  pieces  with  which  others  play  a  game. 
If  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  go  further  than  to  advise  me  of  their  wishes. 
— to  communicate  what  they  believe  to  be  the  sentiments  of  our  common  constit- 
uents, they  usurp  a  power  which  does  not  belong  to  them.  They  were  elected 
for  no  such  purpose.  I  hold  my  place  on  this  floor,  subject  to  no  limitation 
save  that  affixed  by  the  constitution ;  and  responsible  to  no  power  save  that  of 
the  people.  Between  them  and  me,  I  acknowledge  no  such  "go-between." 
Firmly  and  yet  respectfully,  I  shall  repel  every  attempt  to  encroach,  in  this 
or  any  other  form,  upon  my  constitutional  rights. 

"  Sir,  I  was  not  elected  to  this  body  for  any  specific  object,  but  for  general 
legislative  purposes.  So  soon  as  I  assumed  my  seat,  not  New  Jersey  alone, 
but  the  entire  Union  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  my  judgmeut,  of  however 
little  value  it  might  be. 

"Although  New  Jersey  may  be  satisfied,  as  far  as  it  is  concerned,  to  have  its 
legislature  think  for  me,  will  Massachusetts,  will  Georgia,  will  Kentucky 
consent?  As  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  I  have  relations  with  them.  If 
I  substitute  the  judgment  of  a  New  Jersey  legislature  in  place  of  my  own, 
what  becomes  of  those  relations?  how  are  those  duties  satisfied  ? 

"  But,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  the  initiatory  step  on  my  part,  was  an  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  of  these  United  States.     Has  this  doctrine  of  iiislruc- 
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tions  its  origin  there  ?  Far  from  it.  The  object  of  that  provision  which  gives 
to  the  office  its  duration,  was  expressly  intended  to  provide  against  those  con- 
stant changes  which  this  doctrine  must  bring  about.  This  was  intended  as  the 
conservative  department  of  government,  a  something  above  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  popular  impulse,  or  sudden  change ;  and  yet  this  doctrine  assumes 
that  a  legislative  body,  elected  annually,  may  direct  us  in  our  official  action  here, 
or  drive  us  from  our  seats.  If  this  be  so,  the  constitutional  provision  is  nullified. 
But  it  is  not  so;  the  very  act  of  resigning  sooner  than  violate  one's  conscience 
by  obeying,  admits  the  whole  argument.  The  reasoning  by  which  this  doc- 
trine is  attempted  to  be  enforced,  if  I  understand  it,  is,  that  senators  being 
appointed  by  the  legislature,  represent  the  State — the  one  as  the  principal,  the 
other  as  the  agent.  That  wherever  the  principal,  through  its  legislature, 
chooses  to  instruct,  it  takes  the  responsibility,  and  the  agent  is  bound  to  obey. 
And  yet  these  gentlemen  who  profess  to  act  upon  this  doctrine,  uniformly 
resign  when  instructed  to  vote  in  conflict  with  their  own  judgment.  And  yet 
the  vote  to  be  given  is  rarely,  if  ever,  a  question  of  moral  right  or  wrong ;  it 
is  a  question  of  judgment  only — a  mere  matter  of  political  expediency.  And 
yet  upon  such  a  question,  and  where  the  principal  assumes,  as  they  say,  all  the 
responsibility,  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  resign  sooner  than  violate  their 
consciences  by  obedience.  Sir,  the  act  of  resigning  is  an  admission  that,  in 
despite  of  instructions  the  responsibility  is  yet  with  them.  If  the  legislature 
have  the  right  to  direct  us  in  our  duties  here,  how  on  such  a  question,  involving 
no  moral  principal,  can  it  affect  the  conscience  or  the  honor  to  obey  ?  This  is 
one  of  those  difficulties  growing  out  of  this  doctrine,  and  the  practice  under  it, 
to  which  I  apprehend  there  is  no  satisfactory  solution. 

"  My  views  upon  this  subject  are  fortunately  not  the  growth  of  my  present 
position ;  they  were  expressed  long  ago,  and  under  other  circumstances.  In 
the  year  1838,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  legislative  council  of 
New  Jersey.  G-en'l  Wall,  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of  that  State,  then  held 
a  seat  in  this  body,  politically  opposed,  as  he  was,  to  a  large  majority  of  both 
branches  of  our  legislature.  His  friends  had,  a  few  years  preceding,  been  lib- 
eral in  their  instructions  to  Mr.  Prelinghuysen  and  the  late  Mr.  Southard ;  and 
their  want  of  obedience  had  been  denounced  wilh  the  utmost  bitterness.  But 
the  face  of  things  had  now  changed  ;  their  weapon  was  in  our  own  hands.  It 
was  supposed  by  some  that  it  was  our  duty  to  strike ;  and  that  Gen'l  "Wall 
must  obey  or  leave  his  seat.  1  then  assumed  the  position  for  which  I  contend 
now — the  right  to  express  our  opinions,  our  sense  of  what  we  believed  to  be 
the  views  of  our  constituents,  but  that  the  same  was  not,  and  could  not,  con- 
stitutionally, be  binding  upon  a  member  of  this  body.  In  this  modified  form, 
resolutions  were  passed.  They  were  utterly  disregarded  by  G-en'l  Wall.  He 
said  they  were  not  instructions.  Nor  were  they  in  the  sense  that  he  understood 
the  word.  But  if  we  were  the  principal,  and  he  the  agent ;  if  we  were  the 
master,  and  he  the  servant, — of  what  importance  was  the  form  of  expression  ? 
The  servant  who  knows  the  will  of  his  master,  is  as  much  bound  to  conform 
thereto  as  though  he  had  his  command.  Words  are  but  the  shell ;  it  is  the 
sense  which  constitutes  the  kernel." 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  the  question  of  taking  possession  of 
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Oregon  was  considerably  discussed.  By  a  convention  entered  into 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  1818,  and  renewed 
in  1827,  the  two  nations  held  a  joint  occupancy  of  the  Country,  sub- 
ject to  be  discontinued  on  a  year's  notice.  Some  attempts  had  been 
made  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  parties, 
but  without  success.  As  early  as  1815,  our  ambassadors  had 
offered  to  divide  the  Country  by  the  49th  parallel,  although  our 
claim  extended  to  the  Russian  possessions,  in  latitude,  54°  40'.  This 
offer  had  been  rejected  by  the  English  Commissioners.  Immediately 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  Ashburton  Treaty;  a  further  attempt 
was  made  on  our  part  to  get  a  settlement  of  the  question.  In  1843 
the  offer  of  1815,  was  renewed  by  our  minister  in  London,  and 
again  declined.  Meantime  the  Western  States  began  to  get  restive 
on  the  subject,  and  to  insist  on  a  more  satisfactory  disposition  of  the 
affair;  and  in  January,  1844,  Mr.  Semple  of  Illinois,  offered  a  res- 
olution requesting  the  President  to  give  the  requisite  notice  for 
terminating  the  joint  occupation  of  the  territory.  Bills  were  also 
introduced  to  establish  a  line  of  military  posts  from  the  Mississippi 
to  Oregon  Territory,  for  the  organization  of  a  territorial  government, 
and  for  guaranteeing  to  settlers  a  section  of  land,  etc. 

Mr.  Dayton  opposed  the  resolution  us  uncalled  for,  improper  and 
calculated  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  on  a  question 
eminently  proper  for  negotiation  or  arbitration.  Having  discussed 
the  titles  of  the  two  countries,  and  shown  that  whilst  our  title  was 
undoubtedly  the  strongest,  there  was  nevertheless  fair  ground  for 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject;  he  expressed  these  very  states- 
manlike views. 

"  But  ray  position  is,  that,  upon  principals  of  national  law,  the  question  of 
Oregon  is  the  very  question  of  all  others,  properly  the  subject  of  nego- 
tiation, and  even  of  arbitration,  in  preference  to  war.  By  reference  to 
those  writers  who  treat  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  such  rights  as  are  denominated  essential  rig]  us ; 
or,  in  other  words,  rights  upon  the  maintenance  of  which  the  safety 
and  existence  of  a  nation  depends,  and  such  rights  of  inferior  importance 
as  concern  merely  its  interests.  The  latter  are  always  the  proper  subjects  of 
negotiation  and  arbitration  ;  the  former  never.  (Vatel,  279.)  And  the  reason 
of  the  distinction  is  obvious.  Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  pretended  that  either  the 
safety  or  existence  of  this  nation,  depends  upon  its  possessing  all  or  only  a  part 
of  Oregon.     It  is  therefore  one  of  those  questions  upon  which,  should  wo  re- 
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fuse  negotiation,  and  assume  an  attitude  of  positive  defiance,  the  sentiment  of 
the  civilized  world  would  be  against  us.  The  power  of  Great  Britain  as  I  view 
the  question,  is  wholly  aside  the  case.  There  is  something  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  the  physical  power  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  combined — it  is  the 
moral  power  of  public  sentiment.  The  one  could  but  waste  our  substance  and 
destroy  our  people ;  the  other  can  take  away  our  good  name." 

Mr.  Dayton  farther  contended  that  the  Country,  in  itself,  aside 
from  its  being  necessary  to  our  Pacific  Commerce,  was,  by  all  ac- 
counts, a  country  hardly  worth  a  contest.  His  observations  on  this 
point  are,  at  the  present  day,  curious  enough,  and  illustrate  the 
wonderful  progress  of  events  within  the  last  twenty  years.  After 
adverting  to  the  Indian  difficulty — showing  we  would  be  separated 
from  Oregon,  by  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  fierce  and  hostile 
savages,  to  whom  we  owed  some  duties  of  justice  and  humanity — he 
dilated  on  the  un desirableness  for  a  long  time  to  come,  of  having 
Oregon  so  far  filled  with  settlers,  as  to  take  the  relation  either  of  a 
State,  or  an  organized  territory. 

"But,  Mr.  President,"  said  he,  "aside  from  all  questions  of  this  kind  the 
principal  one  remains.  How  will  the  speedy  settlement  of  Oregon  effect  us  ? 
In  my  judgment,  it  must  be  injuriously.  The  interests  of  the  nation,  the  dic- 
tates of  a  sound,  far-seeing  policy,  are  against  it.  To  decide  this  question,  it 
is  necessary  to  fix  what  is  to  be  the  real  character  of  this  distant  settlement. 
Is  Oregon  to  be  first  a  Territory,  and  then  one  of  the  .States  of  the  Union? 
Or  must  it  ever  remain  a  distinct  government,  colonial  in  its  character  ?  The 
friends  of  the  measure  say  the  former,  of  course,  and  they  even  now  have  the 
bill  on  our  tables,  organizing  a  vast  territorial  government.  Now,  sir,  the 
history  of  the  past  may  justify  almost  any  extravagant  expectation  for  the 
future,  but  trie  admission  of  Oregon  as  a  State  of  this  Union  seems  to  me  as 
undesirable  on  the  one  hand,  as  it  is  improbable  on  the  other.  Uudesirable 
because,  by  the  aid  of  the  representative  principle,  we  have  already  spread 
ourselves  to  a  vast,  and  almost  unwieldy  extent.  I  have  no  faith  in  the  un- 
limited extension  of  this  government  by  the  aid  of  that  principle.  The  arch 
has  just  so  much  strength  as  its  centre,  and  no  more.  Every  man  must  see 
that  the  inevitable  consequence  of  increasing  the  number  of  States,  (more 
especially  if  distant,  and  with  peculiar  interests),  must  increase  the  number  and 
amount  of  conflicting  interests.  Upon  the  admission  of  the  very  state  which 
the  Senator  represents,  this  country  was  shaken  as  by  an  earthquake.  We 
have  already  conflicting  interests,  more  than  enough ;  and  God  forbid  that  the 
time  shall  ever  come,  when  a  State  on  the  banks  of  the  Pacific,  with  its  inter- 
ests and  tendencies  of  trade  all  looking  towards  the  Asiatic  nations  of  the 
Bast,  shall  add  its  jarring  claims  to  our  already  distracted  and  overburdened 
confederacy. 

"  But  it  is  not  only,  in  my  judgment,  undesirable,  but  improbable.     Distance 
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and  the  character  of  the  intervening  country,  are  natur;il  obstacles,  forbidding  the 
idea.  By  water  the  distance  around  Cape  Horn  is  said  to  be  about  18,000  D 
By  land,  the  distance  by  the  only  line  of  travel  is  about,  5.000  miles  from  this  spot 
to  Fort  Vancouver,  in  the  valley  of  the  Wallamatte !  We  are  much  nearer, 
then,  to  the  remote  nations  of  Europe  than  to  Oregon.  And  when  considered 
in  reference  to  the  facilities  of  communication,  Europe  is  our  next  door  neigh- 
bor. And  this  state  of  things  must  continue,  unless  some  new  agent  of  inter- 
communication shall  cast  up.  The  power  of  steam  has  been  suggested.  Talk  of 
steam  communication — a  railroad  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia?  Why,  look 
at  the  cost  and  bankrupt  condition  of  railroads  proceeding  almost  from  your 
Capital,  traversing  your  great  thoroughfares.  A  railroad  across  2,500  miles 
of  prairie,  of  desert,  and  of  mountains  I  The  smoke  of  an  engine  through  those 
terrible  fissures  of  that  great  rocky  ledge,  where  the  smoke  of  a  volcano  only 
has  rolled  before!  Who  is  to  make  this  vast  internal,  or  rather  external,  im- 
provement? Tne  State  of  Oregon,  or  the  United  States?  Where  is  to  come 
the  power?  Who  supply  the  means?  "The  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru  dis- 
emboweled would  scarcely  pay  a  penny  in  the  pound  of  the  cost."  Nothing 
short  of  the  lamp  of  Aladdin  will  suffice  for  such  an  expenditure.  The  extrava- 
gance of  the  suggestion  seems  to  me  to  outrun  what  we  know  of  modern 
visionary  scheming.  The  South  sea  bubble,  the  Dutchman's  speculation  in 
tulip  roots,  our  own  in  town  lots  and  multicaulis,  are  all  common  place 
plodding  in  comparison.  But  the  suggestion  seems  to  me  properly  part  and 
parcel  of  this  great  inflated  whole.  Viewing  this  subject  practically,  we  must 
see  that  no  such  communication  can  ever  be  made.  "  It  wont  pay!"  At  least 
700  or  800  miles  of  tliis  travel  must  ever  remain  as  it  now  is,  rugged  mountain 
and  barren  desert — a  great  American  Sahara,  and  all  the  volcanic  piles  beyond. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  may  not  be  passed ;  but  I  do  say  they  are  ob- 
stacles which,  in  my  opinion,  forbid  that  convenient  accessibility  necessary  to 
the  intercourse  of  all  that  become  States  of  this  Union." 

Neither  Mr.  Dayton  nor  anyone  else  then  foresaw,  that  the  mines 
of  Mexico  and  Peru — or  at  at  least,  mines  equal  to  them,  would  in 
reality  within  five  years  from  the  time  of  that  speaking  be  discovered 
near  Oregon,  and  disemboweled  from  the  earth  by  throngs  of  many 
thousands,  flocking  thither  from  the  old  states;  and  that  the  railroad 
and  the  telegraph  would  become  so  developed  as  to  annihilate  time 
and  space,  and  connect  the  States  on  the  Pacific  with  those  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  East,  by  ties  as  strong  as  those  which  ever 
bound  the  old  thirteen  together. 

It  only  remains  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  gasconading 
which  was  indulged  in,  for  political  effect,  about  having  the  whole  of 
Oregon  up  to  latitude,  54°  40'  or,  "a  fight,"  no  notice  was  given 
to  Great  Britain ;  but  Mr.  Polk  and  his  secretary  Mr.  Buchanan, 
quietly  continued  the  negotiations  which  Mr.  Tyler  had  commenced, 
13 
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until  they  resulted  in  the  acceptance  of  the  line  of  49°  North  lati- 
tude as  our  Northern  limit,  by  the  Treaty  of  June  15th,  1846, 
thus  settling  this  boundary  question  forever. 

THE    TARIFF. 

In  this  session  the  Tariff,  so  long  a  most  fruitful  source  of  discus- 
sion and  disagreement  in  our  national  councils,  came  on  the  tapis 
again.  The  compromise  act  of  1833  had  prescribed  a  gradual  re- 
duction of  all  duties  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article  im- 
ported, no  matter  what  those  articles  were.  This  minimum  rate  was 
to  be  attained  on  the  1st  of  July,  1842  ;  and  after  that,  all  duties 
were  to  be  collected  in  cash,  and  no  credits  given  therefor ;  and 
were  to  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  might  be 
necessary  to  an  economical  administration  of  the  Government,  and 
were  to  be  assessed  on  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  port  of  entry. 
Such  was  the  Compromise  Act — based  on  the  principles  of  a  blind 
free  trade — paying  no  regard  to  the  character  of  the  articles,  or 
whether  they  were  articles  of  luxury  or  necessity,  or  whether  pro- 
duceable  at  home  or  not.  This  compromise  was  come  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  the  South.  It  was  one  of  those  grand  efforts  of 
the  great  compromiser,  Clay,  which  will  be  better  understood  and 
accurately  appreciated  when  men's  heads  become  more  clear  than 
they  are  yet,  from  the  influence  of  personal  and  political  attachments 
and  from  the  fears  of  Southern  threats  of  disunion. 

Long  before  July  1st,  1  842,  arrived,  it  became  very  clear  that  the 
compromise  act  was  neither  adequate  to  raise  the  required  revenue 
of  the  country,  nor  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  its  industiy  or  business. 
And,  by  its  terms,  after  that  period  such  duties  were  to  be  imposed 
as  should  at  least  meet  the  former  requirement. 

Accordingly,  in  August,  1842,  just  after  Mr.  Dayton  had  entered 
the  Senate,  Congress  had  passed  a  new  Tariff  Act,  graduating  the 
duties  upon  different  articles  with  some  regard  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country,  and  making  them  specific  or  ad  valorem  as 
seemed  best  calculated  to  effect  the  objects  in  view. 

Many  of  the  duties  thus  imposed,  of  course  exceeded  20  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  Various  efforts  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  break  down 
this  tariff,  and  bring  the  rates  back  to  the  standard  of  the   compro 
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miseact;  but  they  were  unsuccessful   as  long  as  the  Whig  party 

continued  paramount  in  the  Senate,  which   it    lid  during   the  entire 
administration  of  Mr.  Tyler.     After  the  election   of  Mr.  Polk,  the 

tariff  of  1842  was  superseded  by  that  of  1846,  which  was  far  1 «■ 

acceptable  to  the  advocates  of  free  trade. 

Mr.  Dayton  always  warmly  sided  with  his  party  in  this  question 
of  the  Tariff,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  preserve  that  which  had 
been  lately  established.  In  January,  1844,  Mr.  McDufTie,  of  South 
Carolina*  moved  to  reduce  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  1842  to 
the  compromise  standard. 

The  suoject  having  been  viewed  and  discussed  from  almost  every 
standpoint  by  the  ablest  debaters  of  the  country,  it  seemed  hardly 
probable  that  any  new  interest  could  be  given  'to  it.  But  Mr.  Day 
ton,  in  April  of  this  year,  in  a  very  able  and  original  speech  which  he 
made  against  Mr.  McDuffie's  resolution,  presented  it  in  its  relations  to 
agriculture,  contending,  contrary  to  the  general  assumption,  that  an 
efficient  protective  tariff  was  a  benefit  to  the  agricultural  as  well  as 
to  the  other  great  interests  of  the  country.  The  old  argument 
against  the  tariff  had  always  been  that  it  was  calculated  to  enrich 
the  manufacturer  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer.  Mr.  Dayton  com- 
menced his  speech  as  follows  : 

"The  tariff  act  of  1842  has  realized,  more  than  realized,  the  expectations  of 
its  friends.  As  a  means  of  revenue,  it  has  filled  the  empty  coffers  of  your 
country.  As  a  means  of  protection  to  labor,  its  power  has  been  almost  miracu- 
lous ;  it  has  raised  domestic  industry  from  the  dead.  A  thousand  brandies  of 
industry  have  sprung  up,  as  it  were,  in  a  night. 

"It  is  my  purpose  to  relieve  this  act,  as  far  as  I  can,  of  the  charge  of  partiality 
in  its  benefits  and  operations.  It  has  been  charged  here  and  elsewhere  thai 
the  tariff  act  of  1842,  as  well  as  the  system  of  which  it  is  a  part,  is  calculated 
to  plunder  the  agriculturist  and  enrich  the  manufacturer  ;  or  in  the  emphatic 
words  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Woodbury),  it  is  a  system  for 
skinning  the  farmer. 

"It  is  of  that  interest  and  to  that  interest  I  mean  principally  to  speak.  It  is 
to  the  farmers  of  the  country  that  this  system  has  been  most  misrepresented, 
and  by  them  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  understood.  If  it  shall  be  found  to  be  a 
system  of  robbery,  let  them  deal  with  those  who  sustain  it  accordingly,  I 
think  it  may  be  demonstrated  that  the  agriculturists  are  interested  in  the  per- 
petuity of  this  system,  to  an  extent  at  least  equal  to  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
muuity,  and  that  from  the  very  beginning  they  themselves  have  been  the  re- 
cipients of  its  bounty  and  the  objects  of  its  care." 

He  made  a  masterly  examination  of  the  subject  thus  propounded  ; 
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after  giving  a  history  of  the  various  tariffs,  and  showing  that  many- 
articles  of  agricultural  production  were  directly  protected  by  the 
act  of  1842,  he  proceeded  to  elaborate  his  principal  proposition,  that 
the  home  market  afforded  to  our  farmers  by  the  establishment  of 
manufactures,  far  outweighs  all  counter  considerations.  The  value  of 
productions  consists  not  in  amount  only,  but  in  convenience  of  mar- 
ket. He  also  showed  from  the  history  and  experience  of  other 
nations  that  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist  has  always  been  most 
prosperous  when  the  manufacturing  interest  was  fostered.  The  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  country  superinduced  by  an  enlarged  system  of 
manufactures,  was  urged  with  great  force.     On  this  point  he  said : 

"But  the  agriculturists  of  our  country  have  an  interest  in  the  protection  of 
manufactures  of  a  more  enlarged  character.  If  any  interest  may  specially  he 
called  the  country's,  it  is  theirs.  They  have  a  deep  interest  in  this  question,  as 
a  question  of  political  economy — of  material  wealth.  When  they  are  invoked 
to  abandon  manufactures,  and  buy  and  sell  abroad,  they  will  count  the  cost. 

"1.  The  country  is  to  sink  the  immense  capital  now  invested  in  machinery, 
buildings,  &c. 

"2.  The  country  is  to  sink  the  skill  of  its  citizens — something  of  vast  import- 
ance, when  you  recollect  the  value  of  that  skill  as  compared  with  common  labor, 
in  the  production  of  national  wealth. 

"3.  The  country  is  to  sink  all  that  power  for  producing  national  wealth  which 
lies  in  machinery  and  its  propelling  agents,  Water,  wind,  steam,  &c. — a  power 
equal  in  this  country  to  many  millions  of  men.  All  these  must  be  abandoned 
to  the  foreign  manufacturer,  while  we  return  to  the  simple  elementary  agents 
of  production,  How  much  wealth,  as  a  nation,  could  we  thus  produce,  com- 
pared with  what  we  now  produce  ?  Have  a  people  ever  existed  who  have  be- 
come wealthy  in  the  production  of  raw  material  alone  ?  Would  not  that  coun- 
try necessarily  become  poor  which  should  so  engage  itself,  and  exchange  the 
productions  of  its  labor  for  the  labor  of  another  country  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures ?  It  would  have  to  give  the  labor  of  at  least  five  men  at  home  in  ex- 
change for  the  more  valuable  labor  of  one  man  engaged  in  manufactures  and 
aided  by  machinery  abroad. 

"In  every  aspect  of  this  question,  the  farmers  of  this  country  have  personally 
and  politically  the  deepest  interest  in  the  perpetuity  of  this  system  of  protec- 
tion to  American  industry,  and  the  development  of  American  resources." 

Closely  connected  with  these  considerations  are  those  that  relate 
to  the  moral  and  intellectual  advancement  of  a  people.     He  said  : 

"But,  sir,  this  question  connects  itself,  too,  with  the  intelligence  and  civiliza- 
tion of  the  country.  A  high  state  of  mechanical  or  manufacturing  improve- 
ment has  ever  marked  a  people  of  higher  intelligence  than  those  engaged  in 
producing  raw  material.     Apart  from  England,  already  referred  to,  and  looking 
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to  the  Continent,  we  cannot  forget  that  those  beams  of  light  which  first  fringed 
with  silver  the  edge  of  the  dark  ages,  arose  from  the  cities  of  Germany,  the 
early  home  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing  industry.  It  was  from  Ghent 
the  woolen  manufacture  came  to  England.  Nay,  sir,  we  might  almost  say  that 
the  universities  of  Germany  are  but  higher  emanations  of  the  same  spirit. 
Geneva,  with  its  little  population  of  twenty-five  thousand,  has  a  fame  which 
knows  no  limit.  It  was  among  her  artizans  that  the  lights  of  the  Reformation 
found  an  asylum  and  a  home.  Yet  her  fame  rests  even  more  upon  her  watch- 
makers than  her  universities.  They  have  grown  together,  each  giving  warmth 
and  support  to  the  other,  without  which  perhaps  both  had  long  since  been  life- 
less— cold  as  the  waters  of  their  own  Leman.  I  might  run  round  the  world 
and  upon  every  spot  where  mechanical  or  manufacturing  skill  has  flourished, 
show  a  people  marked  for  intelligence  and  civilization.  This,  sir,  is  a  matter 
for  consideration  when  patriotism  is  invoked  to  shut  up  the  manufactory  and 
the  workshop." 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  seen  the  subject  better  or  more 
forcibly  discussed  upon  its  true  grounds,  than  Mr.  Dayton  discussed 
it  in  this  speech.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  moral  as  well 
as  material  interest  of  every  great  country,  its  independence  and 
dignity,  as  well  as  the  happiness  of  its  people,  require  that  it  should 
be  strengthened  and  embellished  by  all  the  useful  and  all  the  liberal 
arts  ;  and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  those  arts  is  one  of 
the  first  duties  of  civil  government.  Though  it  should  be  true 
(which  is  very  doubtful),  that  the  fostering  and  development  of 
manufactures  bore  hardly  on  particular  interests  and  particular  dis- 
tricts, yet  the  general  good  to  the  whole  nation  which  would  be 
thereby  effected  would  more  than  counterbalance,  even  to  these  par- 
ticular interests  or  districts,  the  disadvantages  they  suffered. 

The  compromise  to  which  we  have  referred,  was  intended  to  defer 
to  a  particular  interest  and  a  particular  district  of  the  country,  at 
the  expense  of  the  industrial  independence  of  the  whole  country. 
No  such  compromise  can  ever  be  permanently  successful  in  accom- 
plishing its  objects. 

ANNEXATION    OF    TEXAS. 

Soon  came  up  the  absorbing  question  relating  to  the  annexation 
of  Texas — the  first  of  that  long  series  of  measures  and  events  which 
ended  in  the  immense  enlargement  of  our  territories,  and  in  the 
almost  interminable  discussions  and  disputes  respecting  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  ;  and  finally  culminated,  in  our  times,  in  the  late 
gigantic  rebellion. 


94  MEMORIAL  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  L.   DAYTON. 

Mr.  Dayton,  like  many  other  of  our  most  sagacious  statesmen, 
suspected  from  the  first  the  motives  of  the  projectors  of  Texan  an- 
nexation, saw  the  coming  danger  afar  off,  and  uniformly  opposed  the 
project. 

The  secret  history  of  this  project  is  given  by  Mr.  Benton  in  his 
Thirty  Years'  View.  His  close  connection  with  the  events  of  that 
period,  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the  principal  actors, 
gave  him  eminent  advantages  for  such  an  exposition.  He  traces  the 
whole  plot,  most  unerringly,  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  set  it  on  foot  for 
the  purpose,  primarily,  of  effecting  his  own  elevation  to  the  Presi- 
dency, and  strengthening  the  slave-holding  interest  in  the  Union ; 
and  secondarily,  if  not  successful,  of  dissolving  the  Union,  and 
forming,  together  with  Texas,  a  powerful  Southern  Confederacy. 
The  repeal  of  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  the  annexation  of  Texas,  or 
disunion,  were  the  burden  of  speeches  and  toasts  at  political  meetings 
and  fourth  of  July  dinners  in  South  Carolina  and  elsewhere.  The 
subject  was  started  and  soon  got  into  politics.  Others  availed 
themselves  of  it,  as  well  as  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  a  stalking  horse  to  ride 
into  power. 

Mr.  Tyler  had  recurred  to  the  subject  of  Texas,  and  the  desira- 
bleness of  putting  an  end  to  the  border  warfare  kept  up  between  her 
and  Mexico,  in  his  annual  message  of  1843.  His  language  was 
peculiar :  "  Considering  that  Texas  is  separated  from  the  United 
States  by  a  mere  geographical  line — that  her  territory,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  many,  down  to  a  late  period  formed  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States — that  it  is  homogenous  in  its  population  and 
pursuits  with  the  adjoining  States,  and  makes  contributions  to  the 
commerce  of  the  world  in  the  same  articles  with  them — and  that 
most  of  her  inhabitants  have  been  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
speak  the  same  language,  and  live  under  similar  institutions  with 
ourselves — this  government  is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  in- 
terest, as  well  as  of  sympathy,  to  see  that  she  shall  be  left  free  to 
act,  especially  in  regard  to  her  domestic  affairs,  unawed  by  force, 
and  unrestrained  by  the  policy  or  views  of  other  countries." 

Mr.  Webster  left  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  in  May,  1843. 
Mr.  Upshur,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  of  the  Texan  project,  was 
appointed  his  successor,  and  after  his  death  by  the  unfortunate  acci- 
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dent  of  February,  1844,  Mr.  Calhoun  himself  took  the  place  best 
fitted  to  carry  out  his  bold  designs.  On  the  12th  of  April  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  of  annexation,  with  the  Texan  Commissioners, 
which  was  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  22d.  For  the  purpose  of 
rushing  the  measure  through,  the  idea  had  been  started  that  England 
was  negotiating  for  Texas,  and  stipulating  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
therein.  The  treaty  was  rejected  by  a  vote  taken  on  the  8th  of 
June.  One  great  objection  to  annexation  was  that  it  would,  if  done 
at  that  time,  necessarily  involve  a  war  with  Mexico.  The  subject 
entered  largely  into  the  discussions  of  the  ensuing  political  cam- 
paign. Mr.  Calhoun  had  been  disappointed  in  getting,  by  means  of 
the  spirit  which  he  had  thus  raised,  the  nomination  for  the  Presi- 
dency. But  he  had  prevented  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  Mr.  Polk  became  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party.  Clay 
and  Frelinghuysen  bore  the  colors  of  the  opposite  side. 

In  an  address  to  his  constituents  at  Newark  in  June,  1844,  Mr. 
Dayton  had  warned  them  that  the  object  of  seeking  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  was  to  break  down  the  tariff  and  strengthen  the  slave 
power  by  the  creation  of  four  new  slave  states.  "  The  constitu- 
tional compromise,"  said  he,  "by  which  this  feature  [of  allowing 
three -fifths  of  all  slaves  in  the  basis  of  representation]  was  engrafted 
into  our  political  system  was  solemnly  agreed  to,  and  we  will  stand 
by  it  as  long  as  the  Government  shall  last  But  it  is  asking  too 
much  to  bring  upon  us  an  entire  new  country  of  slaves  and  slave 
states  upon  the  same  terms.  We  will  stand  by  the  compromise  as 
it  is ;  to  extend  it  would  be  not  to  extend  Liberty  but  Slavery." 

Mr.  Tyler  in  his  next  annual  message,  Dec  1844,  strongly  advo- 
cated annexation.  He  said  that  Mexico  would  have  no  right  to 
complain,  as  Texas  was  actually  independent,  and  we  had  acknowl- 
edged her  independence ;  and  therefore  she  had  a  right  to  do  with 
herself  as  she  chose. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  McDuffie  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for 
effecting  annexation  on  the  basis  of  the  rejected  treaty.  Other  reso- 
lutions and  one  bill  were  offered;  and  finally  a  joint  resolution  for 
direct  annexation  was  offered,  which  was  eventually  passed,  wild 
certain  amendments.  One  of  these  was  offered  by  Mr.  Douglass  to 
the  effect   that  in   all   that  part  of  the   territory  north  of  36°  30', 
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slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  except  for  crime,  should  be  pro- 
hibited. The  progress  of  these  resolutions  excited  much  debate. 
One  historical  writer,  speaking  of  these  debates  in  the  Senate,  says  : 
"  Few  debates  have  ever  occurred  in  that  body  in  which  has  been 
engaged  a  stronger  array  of  talent,  or  which  have  been  more  highly 
characterized  by  legislative  decorum,  or  the  maintenance  of  Sena- 
torial dignity.  It  was  one  of  the  most  important  questions — perhaps 
the  most  important — ever  decided  by  an  American  legislature — the 
incorporation  of  an  independent  foreign  nation  into  our  own  by  a 
joint  resolution — an  act  which,"  I  still  quote,  "was  regarded  uni- 
versally as  an  exercise  of  an  extremely  doubtful  power,  and  by 
many  as  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  upon  any  just  principle  of 
interpretation.  Although  the  question  had  excited  strong  party 
feeling,  the  reported  speeches  evince  entire  freedom  from  acrimony 
and  invective." 

Mr.  Dayton  delivered  his  views  on  the  subject  on  the  24th  of 
February.  He  took  the  ground  that  the  proceeding  was  unconstitu- 
tional, that  the  legislative  power  was  incompetent  to  effect  the  pro- 
posed object :  that  the  power  to  admit  "  new  states"  into  the  union, 
conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution  related  only  to  such  new 
states  as  should  be  formed  out  of  territory  already  belonging  to  the 
Union,  and  did  not  refer  to  foreign  countries ;  that  all  negotiations 
with  foreign  powers  belonged  to  the  President  and  Senate,  and  re- 
quired the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  latter  body,  in  which  all  the 
states  were  represented  :  that  this  was  a  feature  of  the  Constitution 
which  the  small  states  had  always  valued,  as  one  of  their  chief 
securities  against  the  overwhelming  power  of  the  large  States  :  that 
it  was  an  invasion  of  their  rights  in  this  respect,  and  an  enormity  in 
itself,  to  force  new  partners  upon  them  with  equal  representation  in 
the  Senate  and  greater  in  the  House,  by  a  simple  act  or  resolution 
of  Congress :  that  it  created  an  additional  slave  state,  with  the 
privilege  of  creating  four  more  slave  States ;  and  that  the  pretence 
of  carrying  out  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by  declaring  that  slavery 
should  be  prohibited  in  all  that  part  of  the  territory  north  of  36°  30', 
was  an  insult  to  the  free  states.  No  part  of  the  territory  extended 
north  of  that  line ;  and  the  proviso  had  the  effect  of  confirming 
slavery  in  all  the  territory  south  of  it — which  was  a  clear  infraction 
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of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  That  compromise  had  reference  to 
the  territory  thou  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  not  to  new  terri- 
tories. This  project  would  introduce  a  vast  new  country  as  slave 
territory,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  pledges  'involved  in  tho  Mis- 
souri Compromise.  He  predicted  that  this  would  not  be  the  last 
attempt  of  the  slave  power  to  extend  its  own  area,  but  that,  when 
Texas  was  filled  up,  and  new  free  states  in  the  West  should  ask  for 
admission,  it  would  demand  still  further  extension,  and  not  rest  until 
it  had  reached  the  Pacific. 

The  conclusion  of  this  speech  is  worthy  of  being  repeated  here : 

"  Mr.  President :  The  integrity  of  the  States  of  this  Union  must  be  preserved 
at  any  price  short  of  dishonor  and  impositions  on  its  parts  too  grievous  to  be 
borne.  We  ask  our  Southern  friends  not  to  press  us  too  far.  We  feel  that 
while  the  South  has  always  clamored  most,  she  has  had  least  cause,  that  the 
government  has  been  almost  exclusively  in  her  hands  from  the  beginning.  The 
present  acquisition  we  deprecate,  first,  and  principally,  because  it  is  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution ;  and  next,  because  we  feel  that  it  can  bring  with  it  no 
commensurate  good  to  counterbalance  its  evils.  It  is  banging  an  immense 
State  on  the  very  outermost  end  of  the  confederacy,  and  it  gives  it  the  advan- 
tage of  leverage  against  the  center.  If  it  cannot,  on  trial,  upheave  it,  it  may 
at  least  break  the  beam,  and  carry  a  large  fragment  away  with  it.  Sir,  we 
want  conciliation  ;  and  we  want  forbearance  at  the  hands  of  the  South.  Of 
country,  God  knows  we  have  "  enough  and  to  spare  !"  Filled  from  its  verge 
to  its  centre  with  our  free  citizens  and  our  free  institutions,  where  in  the  com- 
pass of  light  could  you  find  a  nation  reflecting  more  of  greatness — more  of 
goodness  I" 

Before  the  vote  on  the  resolution  was  taken,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Missis- 
sippi, in  order  to  secure  that  of  Mr.  Benton,  offered  an  amendment 
authorizing  the  President,  in  his  discretion,  to  open  negotiations  for  a 
treaty  with  Texas  instead  of  presenting  the  resolutions  themselves 
as  a  direct  proposition  for  annexation. 

The  following  account  of  the  final  proceedings  was  given  at  the 
time  of  their  occurrence  : 

11  The  most  intense  anxiety  has  pervaded  the  public  mind  for  the  last  three 
weeks,  and  up  to  the  time  at  which  we  go  to  press  with  this  number,  every 
moment  adds  fresh  incident  to  the  topic.  For  two  weeks  the  United  States 
Senate  chamber  has  been  the  focus.  Upon  that  body  the  great  question*  de- 
volved. Daily  every  avenue  to  the  chamber  was  crammed  by  persons  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union.  Foreign  ministers,  agents,  and  officers  of  all  departments 
of  the  government  were  there,  citizens  and  strangers,  male  and  female.  All 
seemed  impressed  with  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  question.  The  de- 
14 
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bate,  for  talent  and  eloquence,  as  a  whole,  has  seldom  had  its  equal,  certainly 
has  never  been  surpassed  in  either  House  of  Congress.  The  uncertainty  of 
the  result — how  the  vote  would  be,  up  to  the  last  moment,  served  to  call  out  on 
each  side  the  utmost  strength  of  intellect  and  ardor.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  during  the  struggle,  the  majority  wavered  first  to  the  one  side  and 
then  to  the  other  more  than  once.  *  *  *  * 

'•After  taking  a  recess,  the  Senate  met  at  6  o'clock  to  determine  the  question. 
Mr.  Foster  proposed  an  amendment  to  that  of  Mr.  Walker,  which  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Archer  then  proposed  an  amendment,  directing  the  President  to  open 
negotiations  with  Texas  for  its  annexation  to  the  Union.  This  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote,  26  to  26.  Mr.  "Walker's  amendment  then  came  up  and  was  adopted, 
ayes,  27,  nays,  25  ,  every  member  being  present.  The  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by  the  same  vote.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  amidst  a  profound  silence,  and  without  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called,  and  passed." 

The  annexation  was  consummated  on  the  4th  of  July,  1845,  by  a 
convention  of  the  people  of  Texas  acceding  to  the  terms  of  the  Joint 
Resolution. 

THE    MEXICAN    WAR. 

The  acquisition  of  Texas  involved  us  in  the  Mexican  War.  A 
force  was  immediately  sent  to  the  west  of  the  Nueces,  to  prevent 
the  Mexicans  from  invading  our  territory.  Gen'l  Taylor  arrived  at 
Point  Isabel,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
1846.  A  fleet  of  transports  reached  the  same  place  half  an  hour 
later.  The  army  of  occupation  consisted  of  3,500  men.  About  a 
month  afterwards,  hostilities  commenced.  On  the  11th  of  May, 
President  Polk  sent  a  message  to  Congress,  announcing  a  state  of 
war,  which,  he  said,  had  been  commenced  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
whose  government  "  after  a  long-continued  series  of  menaces,  had 
at  last  invaded  our  territory,  and  shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens on  our  own  soil."  He  invoked  the  prompt  action  of  Congress, 
to  recognize  the  existence  of  the  war,  and  to  raise  the  means  of 
prosecuting  it.  A  bill  for  raising  the  necessary  men  and  $10,000, 
000,  of  money  was  immediately  reported — and  passed  with  great 
unanimity  by  both  houses.  It  would  have  been  passed  unanimously, 
had  not  the  preamble  re-echoed  the  President's  fiction,  that  the  war 
had  been  begun  by  Mexico.  Senators  Mangum,  J.  M.  Clayton  and 
Dayton,  whilst  voting  for  the  bill,  on  the  principal  that  when  our 
country  is  in  a  light,  we  must  stand  by  her,  right  or  wrong,  had  their 
protests  against  the  preamble  entered  on  the  journal. 
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Mr.  Dayton  was  consistent,  throughout,  in  his  coradem nation  of 
the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  war.  He  invariably  voted  the  nec- 
essary measures  to  sustain  the  executive  in  its  prosecution,  but 
always  under  protest.  His  views  were  quite  fully  developed  in  a 
speech  delivered  on  the  bill,  called  the  tenth  regiment  bill,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847. 

WILMOT  PROVISO. 

On  the  first  of  March,  of  that  year,  he  contended  very  ably  and 
earnestly  for  the  application  of  what  is  commonly  called,  the  Wihnot 
Proviso,  to  the  acquisition  of  any  new  territory  from  Mexico,  at 
the  termination  of  hostilities ;  not  being  willing  to  encourage  any 
further  the  system  of  slavery  extension  which  had  been  so  signally 
developed  by  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

This  question  came  up  for  discussion  in  the  following  manner. 
On  the  4th  of  August.  1846,  the  President  had  sent  to  the  Senate 
a  confidential  message,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  resolved  on  making 
proposals  for  a  negotiation  with  Mexico — having  already  sent  a  letter, 
to  that  country  with  that  purpose  ;  and  asking  of  Congress  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  aid  him  in  negotiating  a  peace.  The  object  of 
the  money  was  declared  to  be,  to  pa}r  Mexico  a  fair  equivalent  for 
any  concessions  she  might  make,  in  adjusting  a  permanent  boundary 
between  the  two  countries — that  is  to  say — to  acquire  additional 
territory  from  Mexico.  A  similar  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  8th  of  August,  and  a  bill  was  immediately 
introduced  appropriating  $2,000,000,  to  enable  the  President  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.  To  this  bill,  before  its 
passage,  David  Wilmot  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  following 
amendment,  which  acquired  so  much  notoriety,  as  the  famous 
"Wilmot  Proviso." 

"Provided,  That,  as  an  express  and  fundamental  condition  to  the 
acquisition  of  any  territory  from  the  Republic  of  Mexico  by  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated 
between  them,  and  to  the  use  by  the  Executive  of  the  moneys 
herein  appropriated,  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall 
ever  exist  in  any  part  of  said  territory,  except  for  crime,  whereof 
the  party  shall  first  be  duly  convicted." 
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The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed.  It  failed,  how- 
ever, to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  and  Congress  adjourned 
without  making  the  appropriation  asked  for. 

There  was  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
pressing  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  Mr.  Benton  and  others,  including 
many  conservative  whigs,  contended  that  it  was  nugatory,  inasmuch 
as  slavery  had  been  absolutely  abolished  in  Mexico,  and  therefore 
did  not  and  could  not  exist  in  California  or  New  Mexico,  the  terri- 
tories which  it  was  supposed  might  be  procured  in  the  negotiations. 
Others,  on  the  other  hand,  pointed  to  Texas  as  an  illustration  of  the 
futility  of  this  argument,  and  as  a  proof  that  slavery  would  force 
itself  into  any  new  territories  where  it  could  be  profitably  used  un- 
less expressly  prohibited.  Others,  again,  among  whom  where  Mr. 
Douglass  of  Illinois,  proposed  to  extend  the  Missouri  compromise 
line  to  the  Pacific,  and  thus  end  the  controversy  by  another  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  and  the  extreme  Southern  party,  seized  upon  it  as  a 
new  cause  of  clamor  against  the  North,  denouncing  it  as  the  greatest 
possible  outrage  and  injury  to  the  slave  states.  Ac  the  same  time, 
Mr.  Calhoun  wrote  a  confidential  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Alabama 
legislature,  hugging  this  proviso  to  his  bosom,  Mr.  Benton  says,  as 
a  fortunate  event  as  a  a  means  of  "  forcing  the  issue,"  (namely  of  a 
separation)  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  deprecating  any 
adjustment,  compromise  or  even  defeat  of  it,  as  a  misfortune  to  the 
South. 

Considering  the  ill  blood  that  it  was  made  the  occasion  of  engen- 
dering, it  may  be  deemed  to  have  been  a  very  questionable 
measure.  If,  however,  the  Southern  leaders  were  determined  to 
"force  the  issue  "  at  one  time  or  the  other — as  really  seems  to  have 
been  the  case — perhaps  the  pressing  of  this  Proviso  was  one  link  in 
that  chain  of  events,  which  an  over  ruling  Providence  'designed  to 
terminate  in  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  and  the  crushing  out  of  the 
dogma  of  secession.  For  my  own  part,  I  always  deemed  it  an 
inexpedient  insistment  on  the  part  of  the  North. 

In  the  following  session,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  house 
appropriating  three  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  same  purpose  as  that 
contemplated  by  the  two-million  bill  of   the  previous  session,  and 
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this  Wilmot  Proviso  was  moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Hamlin 
of  Ohio,  and  adopted.  But  the  Senate  instead  of  waiting  for  the 
House  bill,  passed  one  of  its  own,  without  the  Proviso,  which  the 
house  finally  agreed  to  on  the  last  day  of  that  Congress,  March  3d, 
1847.  Whilst  the  matter  was  under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  Mr.  Dayton  made' the  speech,  in  favor  of  the 
Proviso  to  which  I  have  alluded.  The  New  Jersey  Legislature  had 
passed  a  resolution  requesting  its  Senators  and  Representatives  to 
support  the  proviso,  and  Mr.  Dayton  very  cheerfully  complied  with 
this  request. 

He  contended,  first,  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  impose  such 
a  restriction,  that  is,  to  prohibit  slavery  in  its  territories ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  it  was  its  duty  to  do  so  now.  His  argument  on  the  first 
point  has  always  seemed  to  me  unanswerable.  Congress  is  the  only 
legislature,  the  only  fountain  of  law,  for  the  federal  territories.  If 
Congress,  or  such  territorial  legislature  as  it  may  delegate  for  the 
purpose,  cannot  impose  laws  upon  such  territories,  there  is  no  power, 
body,  or  jurisdiction  that  can — and  that  alternative  is  an  absurdity, 
for  all  territory  must  be  subject  to  some  government  or  other.  The 
United  States  is  a  government,  a  sovereign  power.  If  it  possesses 
territories,  no  matter  how  acquired,  it  must  have  the  usual  gov- 
ernmental prerogative  of  imposing  laws  upon  them.  The  con- 
stitution expressly  says  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers  granted.  It  also 
expresely  declares  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

He  then  examined  and  demolished  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  that  any  action  of  Congress 
which  should  prevent  the  citizens  of  a  Southern  State  from  emigrat- 
ing to  a  new  territory  or  state,  with  their  slave  property,  was  an 
unconstitutional  discrimination  against  such  Southern  State.  This 
proposition  he  showed  by  various  illustrations,  to  be  an  absurdity. 
In  New  Jersey  he  said  a  dollar  bill  passes  for  money,  in  Missouri  it 
does  not.  Congress  had  adopted  the  Missouri  plan  in  the  territories, 
prohibiting  the  use  of  dollar  bills  in  making  payment  for  any  of  the 
public  lands.     Was  this  an  unconstitutional    discrimination  against 


102  MEMORIAL    OF  HON.  WILLIAM  L.   DAYTON. 

New  Jersey  or  her  citizens  ?  If  Congress  held  the  law  making 
power  over  the  territories,  it  had  a  right  to  adopt  just  such  laws  for 
their  government  as  it  might  deem  most  for  their  benefit  and  pros- 
perity, without  inquiring  what  state  laws  they  coincided  with,  or 
what  they  differed  from. 

So  with  regard  to  conditions  imposed  by  Congress  upon  New 
States  on  their  admission  into  the  Union,  he  showed  that  they  are 
not  only  valid  in  principle,  but  it  has  even  been  the  practice  of 
Congress  to  impose  them.  Congress  is  not  hound  to  admit  any  State 
when  she  applies  for  admission,  and  if  not,  then  she  may  impose 
such  conditions  of  admission  as  do  not  conflict  with  the  constitution. 
If,  for  instance,  Congress  should  impose  the  condition,  that  the  New 
State  should  never  send  any  Senators  to  Congress,  such  a  condition 
would  be  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  would  be  void.  But  it 
has  always  been  the  practice  of  Congress,  to  impose  certain  condi- 
tions. One  of  the  last  conditions  so  imposed,  was  in  the  case  of 
Minnesota,  to  wit :  that  that  state  should  not  impose  a  tax  on  the 
public  lands  for  five  years  after  their  sale.  Another  condition  usu- 
ally imposed  is  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  shall  never  be  taxed 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  These  are  merely  examples.  They 
have  always  been  deemed  valid. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  exercising  the  power  in  the  case  under 
discussion,  Mr.  Daj^ton  was  clear  that  it  should  be.  "If"  said  he, 
"we  would  avoid  "future  and  blacker  discord,  now,  now  is  the  time, 
before  any  personal  interests  are  involved,  before  any  legal  rights 
vested,  while  all  is  yet  in  the  unpledged,  untold  future.  Sir,  if  this 
declaration  be  once  made,  it  will  control  the  conduct  of  Statesmen, 
— it  will  regulate  the  votes  of  Senators.  If  the  declaration  be  now 
made,  before  God,  I  believe  it  will,  in  its  results,  end  the  war.  If 
nothing  but  free  territory  is  to  be  acquired,  depend  upon  it,  a  South- 
ern President  will  scarcely  hold  it  worth  the  millions  of  money  and 
the  blood  it  will  cost  to  obtain  it." 

But  the  provision  was  not  adopted.  The  Three-million  bill  was 
passed  without  it.  California  and  New  Mexico  were  added  to  our 
domain ; — and  thereupon  arose  other  questions  respecting  the  organ- 
ization, government  and  status,  as  to  slavery  of  these  new  territories 
which  shook  the  country  to  its  centre.     Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  follow- 
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ers  declared  that  Congress  couldj  not  prohibit,  could  not  legislate 
about  slavery  in  the  territories ;  and  that  any  such  legislation  would 
be  good  cause  of  disunion ;  the  growing  anti-slavery  party  declared 
the  exact  contrary,  and  that  Congress  ought  so  to  legislate ;  and  a 
large  middle  party  was  in  favor  of  some  compromise  of  the  matter 
that  should  end  the  dispute,  and  restore  quiet  to  the  country. 

When  the  treaty  with  Mexico  was  concluded  in  February,  1848, 
Mr.  Dayton  advocated  its  ratification,  being  the  first  whig  who  coun- 
seled this  course  ;  and  in  a  speech  made  soon  after,  (April  11th)  he 
justified  himself  on  the  ground  that  the  administration  was  evidently 
determined  to  have  some  territory  before  closing  the  War,  and  the 
real  question  probably  was,  whether  we  were  to  have  the  territory  stip- 
ulated for  in  this  treaty,  or  more :  in  addition  to  this,  the  territory  stipu- 
lated for,  was  so  situated  and  of  such  a  character,  as  practically  to  pre- 
preclude  "that  wretched  question"  as  he  calls  it,  of  the  Wilmot 
Proviso.  "This  line  of  32°  North  latitude,  says  he,  "gives  us  a 
country  which,  I  apprehend,  can  never  become  permanently  a  slave 
country."  *  *  "  There  is  no  slavery  now  in  the  territory 
acquired  by  the  treaty."  "  The  only  remaining  question  is,  can  that 
country  ever  become  permanently  a  slave  country.  I  hold  that  it 
cannot.  Thus  then,  the  adoption  of  this  line  practically  avoids  this 
great  evil.  I  am  opposed  to  all  extension  of  slavery.  I  am  opposed 
to  all  extention  of  this  principle  of  representation.  But  while  en- 
tertaining these  sentiments,  I  will  never  turn  fanatic,  and  set  the 
world  on  fire  on  account  of  an  abstraction,  a  mere  theory,  unatten- 
ded by  practical  results.  Representing  a  constituency  with  nothing 
at  all  of  political  abolition  about  them,  I  rejoice  in  the  termination 
of  this  war,  in  a  manner  which  avoids  this  distracting  and  dangerous 
question." 

In  this  fond  hope,  alas,  the  Senator  was  doomed  to  be  sadly  mis- 
taken. The  question  continued  to  be  fomented  as  a  basis  of  acri- 
monious discussion  and  contention  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  Union. 

These  remarks,  show  however,  that  although  Mr.  Dayton  was 
invariably  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  he  reflected  the  con- 
servative feelings  of  his  native  State,  in  desiring  to  avoid  all 
occasions  of  fanning  the  flames  of  controversy  on  the  subject. 
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It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  this  speech,  which  was  intended  to 
bring  the  Whig  side  of  the  House  to  the  support  of  the  treaty  and 
of  the  supplemental  measures  that  were  necessary  to  execute  it, 
was  mainly  devoted  to  the  refutation  of  a  speech  delivered  on  the 
23d  of  March  by  Mr.  Webster  against  the  treaty  and  all  measures 
auxiliarjr  to  it.  The  papers  of  the  da}'  said  that  Mr.  Webster  was 
very  much  excited  and  in  earnest  on  that  occasion,  and  produced 
one  of  his  grandest  intellectual  and  rhetorical  efforts.  But  Mr. 
Dayton  did  certainly  submit  the  logic  of  Mr.  W.  to  a  most 
searching  analysis,  and  proved,  I  think  conclusively,  that  the  true 
course  for  the  country  and  the  Whig  party,  was  to  carry  out  the 
treaty  in  all  its  parts. 

It  is  also  not  a  little  singular  that  in  a  speech  thus  devoted  to  the 
refutation  of  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Dayton  laid  down  and  dwelt  upon 
at  considerable  length,  the  position  which  Mr. Webster  subsequently 
took  up  in  discussing  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  namely, 
that  California  and  New  Mexico  (the  new  territories  acquired  by  the 
treaty)  were  entirely  unadapted  to  slave  labor,  and  therefore  we 
needed  no  restriction  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  reference  to  it.  Mr. 
Webster  in  his  great  speech  of  March  7,  1850,  it  will  be  recollected, 
declared  that  it  wanted  no  Wilmot  proviso  to  settle  the  question  of 
slavery  or  no  slavery  in  those  regions — the  God  of  Nature  had  set- 
tled it  at  the  creation. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Dayton  were 
then,  also,  on  opposite  sides. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  to  organize  territorial  governments  for 
Oregon,  California  and  New  Mexico.  Various  amendments  being 
offered,  and  the  slave  question  being  again  brought  up,  a  compromise 
committee  was  appointed,  to  whom  all  the  bills  were  referred.  Mr. 
Clayton  was  chairman,  and  the  other  members  were  Messrs.  Bright, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Atchinson,  Phelps,  Dickinson  and  Underwood. 
They  were  appointed  July  11th,  1848,  and  on  July  19th  reported  an 
omnibus  bill  of  thirty -seven  sections,  to  establish  the  territorial  govern- 
ments of  Oregon,  California  and  New  Mexico.  This  bill,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  Oregon,  continued  in  force  the  provisional  laws  enacted  by  the 
people  of  that  Territory  (which  prohibited  slavery),  until  three 
months  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  territorial  legislature,  and  so  far  as 
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related  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  it  left  the  question  of  slavery 
in  statu  quo,  and  prohibited  any  action  on  the  subject  by  the  provi- 
sional legislative  bodies  created  by  the  act,  leaving  that  question,  as 
the  committee  said,  to  be  settled  by  the  Judges,  with  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  If  the  right  to  carry  and  to  hold  slaves  in  those 
Territories  really  existed,  the  Court  would  so  decide;  if  not,  not. 
And  in  this  way  the  committee  believed  the  question  would  settle 
itself  without  further  agitating  the  country. 

Mr.  Da}rton  voted  against  this  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  any  leg- 
islation, actively  to  be  adopted  by  Congress,  which  should  continue  in 
doubt  the  status  of  those  new  territories  as  to  slavery.  He  was  also 
especially  opposed  to  any  legislation  which  should  throw  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  Supreme  Court.  On  this  last  point  his  observations 
are  noteworthy.     He  said  : 

i-  But,  again,  for  one,  I  feel  an  utter  aversion,  an  invincible  repugnance  to 
throwing,  unnecessarily,  the  decision  of  this  exciting  question  upon  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Let  us  blow  off  our  own  political  steam,  and  that 
of  our  excited  constituents,  if  we  can.  That  Court  is  the  sheet  anchor  of  the 
hopes  of  conservatism  in  this  country;  if  public  feeling  be  excited — as  it  is 
said  to  be — I  do  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  see  that  Conrt  stagger  under  the 
weight  of  this  question.  I  do  not  want  to  see  that  Court  forced  into  a  position 
where  it  will  have  to  decide  an  exciting  question,  having  fifteen  States  of  this 
Union  upon  one  side,  and  fifteen  upon  the  other.  Drag  that  Court  and  your 
Judges  into  this  scene  of  political  strife,  and  the  consequences  may  yet  be  de- 
plored by  us  all. 

"  We  cannot  even  hope,  if  we  judge  of  the  mind  of  the  Supreme  Court  from 
the  contrariety  of  opinion  we  have  had  here,  that  there  will  be  unanimity  upon 
that  bench ;  and  if  not  unanimity,  this  question  will  be  tried  over  and  over 
again.  Appointments  to  the  bench  will  be  made  in  reference  to  it.  You  will 
then,  sir,  have  dragged  this  tribunal — our  last,  our  only  hope — into  the  scene 
of  political  strife,  and  the  end  may  be  that  you  will  see  its  dead  body  fastened 
to  the  triumphant  car  of  one  political  party,  as  it  shall  ride  over  the  prostrate 
principles  and  down-trodden  battlements  of  the  other." 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  the  same  day  (July  26th,  1848)  33  to 
22  ;  but  in  the  House,  it  was  contended  by  leading  Whig  members 
A.  H.  Stephens  of  Georgia  in  the  number,  that  all  the  bill  did  was 
to  postpone  the  question,  not  to  settle  it,  or  to  give  any  peace  to  the 
country  ;  and  two  days  afterwards  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote 
of  114  to  96.  This  session  passed  without  effecting  any  legislation 
for  the  new  territories.  A  territorial  act  was  passed  for  Oregon  in 
August. 
15 
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In  the  second  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress,  ending  March  3d, 
1849,  being  the  first  session  after  Lhe  discoveiy  of  gold  in  California, 
and  after  the  rush  of  an  immense  emigration  thither,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  admit  California  and  all  of  New  Mexico  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  as  a  State.  This  Mr.  Dayton,  as  well  as  the  committee  to 
whom  the  matter  was  referred,  opposed.  He  thought  the  country 
was  not  yet  prepared  for  a  State  Government,  that  the  boundaries 
proposed  were  too  extensive  and  vague,  and  that  Congress  could  not 
constitutionally  create,  although  it  might  admit,  a  new  State.  That 
the  proper  course  was  to  establish  first  a  territorial  government,  and 
when  the  population  came,  admit  them  as  a  State.  An  attempt  was 
also  made  to  extend  the  constitution  over  those  territories  and  all 
such  general  laws  of  Congress  as  might  be  applicable  to  their  condi- 
tion. This  Mr.  Dayton  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  the  constitution 
could  not  be  extended  by  a  mere  law  over  territories  where  it  did 
not  operate  proprio  vigore ;  and  that  so  to  extend  it,  if  it  could  be 
done,  would,  according  to  the  views  of  Southern  men,  alter  the 
status  of  the  territories  as  to  slavery.  He  would  not  have  any  such 
alteration  made  until  the  proper  time  should  come  for  affixing  a 
definite  form  to  the  institutions  or  government  of  those  regions. 

Nothing  was  done  for  the  new  territories  at  this  session,  except  to 
extend  the  revenue  laws  to  California,  and  direct  that  all  infractions 
thereof  should  be  tried  in  the  District  Court  of  Oregon, 

Thus  we  are  brought  down  to  the  administration  of  Gen.  Tajdor. 
and  to  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  which  Mr.  Dayton  occupied  a 
seat  in  the  Senate.  The  duty  of  settling  the  grave  and  solemn 
questions  which  had  been  gathering  to  a  head  for  several  years  was 
thus  thrown  upon  the  new  administration.  The  President  called 
around  him  as  his  constitutional  advisers  Messrs.  Clayton,  Meredith, 
Crawford,  Preston,  Collamer,  Reverdy  Johnson  and  Ewing.  He 
was  a  Southern  planter,  and  a  blunt  honest  soldier,  and  true  patriot. 
If  ever  man  wished  to  do  right,  and  that  which  was  best  for  the 
whole  country  it  was  Zachary  Taylor. 

The  final  conflict  came  and  the  great  and  enduring  compromise 
(as  it  was  then  supposed)  was  made  at  the  first  session  of  Congress 
which  assembled  under  his  administration. 

Congress  met  as  usual,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  but  the 
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house  was  not  organized  till  Saturday  the  24th  of  December,  when 
Howell  Cobb  was  elected  speaker  over  Mr.  Winthrop,  by  a  plurality 
vote  of  102  to  99,  with  20  scattering. 

The  first  message  of  President  Taylor,  was  presented  on  the  24th. 
In  it  the  President  stated  that  the  people  of  California,  impelled  by 
the  necessities  of  their  political  condition,  had  recently  met  in  Con- 
vention, (September,  1849)  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Constitution 
and  State  Government ;  and  it  was  believed  they  would  shortly 
apply  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  Should  they  do  so. 
he  recommended  their  application  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress. 

The  people  of  New  Mexico,  he  stated,  would  also  probably  soon 
ask  for  like  admission  into  the  Union. 

By  awaiting  their  action,  all  causes  of  uneasiness  might  be  avoided, 
and  confidence  and  kind  feeling  preserved.  With  the  view  of  main- 
taining the  harmony  and  tranquility  so  dear  to  all,  we  should  abstain, 
said  the  President,  from  the  introduction  of  those  exciting  topics  of 
a  sectional  character,  which  have  hitherto  produced  painful  appre- 
hensions in  the  public  mind ;  and  he  repeated  the  solemn  warning 
of  Washington,  against  furnishing  any  ground  for  characterizing 
parties  by  geographical  discriminations. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  attempt  of  the  President  to  nullify  the 
political  elements,  they  soon  began  to  gather  themselves  preparatory 
to  a  terrible  storm,  and  the  compromise  bills  were  not  finally  passed 
until  the  following  September. 

This  session  of  Congress,  the  first  and  only  one  under  President 
Taylor's  administraton,  as  it  was  one  of  the  longest,  it  was  one  of  the 
most  eventful  arid  exciting  ever  held.  It  continued  until  the  last 
day  of  September,  1850.  It  comprised  all  the  great  statesmen  of 
that  generation.  Clay,  Webster  and  Calhoun  were  there  at  its  com- 
mencement, and  each  partook  largely,  and  bore  an  important  part, 
in  its  deliberations.  Berrien,  Benton,  Cass,  Chase,  Douglass,  Phelps, 
Seward,  Badger,  and  Sam  Houston  were  there.  New  Jersey  was 
worthily  represented  by  Messrs.  Dayton  and  Miller.  Mr.  Calhoun 
made  his  last  great  efforts  in  this  session,  and  died  on  the  last  day 
of  March.  The  death  of  the  President  occurred  on  the  9th  of  July, 
and  Mr.  Fillmore  left  the  Senate  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  presi- 
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dency ;  and  on  the  22d,  Mr.  Webster  was  called  to  preside  over  the 
Department  of  State.  Mr.  Clay  remained  until  the  adjournment. 
The  work  of  this  session  seemed  to  be  the  summing  up  of  the  great 
drama  in  which  he  and  his  illustrious  compeers  had  so  long  been 
the  chief  actors. 

The  problem  to  be  solved,  if  it  could  be  solved,  was,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  contest  between  the  ahherents  of  slavery,  and  those 
who  desired  to  abolish  or  restrain  it.  It  involved  several  distinct 
questions.  One  was.  whether  slavery  should  or  should  not  be  per- 
mitted in  the  new  territories  acquired  from  Mexico.  Another  related 
to  the  true  boundary  of  Texas.  A  third  was  as  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  district  of  Columbia.  And  the 
fourth,  was  the  demand  of  the  South  for  the  passage  of  a  more 
stringent  law,  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves. 

The  first  of  these  questions,  had  become  ramified  into  several 
branches.  It  was  well  understood,  and  conceded,  that  Texas  was 
slave  territory ;  but  the  boundaries  of  Texas  were  disputed.  Sla- 
very had  been  abolished  by  Mexico ;  and  hence  it  was  contended 
by  the  anti-slavery  portion  of  Congress,  that  all  those  territories 
which  came  to  us  directly  from  the  recent  cessions  of  territory  by 
that  country,  were  free.  And  although  the  extreme  Southern  ele- 
ment insisted  that  the  citizens  of  slave  states,  had  a  constitutional 
right  to  emigrate  with  their  slave  property,  as  well  as  their  other 
property,  into  all  the  government  territories,  yet  they  did  not  like  to 
yield  a  certainty  of  right  in  whatever  territory  Texas  was  justly 
entitled  to.  Hence  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries  between  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  was  one  of  the  difficult  things  to  be  determined. 
Again,  the  anti-slavery  members  insisted  on  the  insertion  of  the 
Wilmot  Proviso,  into  any  acts  passed  for  the  government  of  Utah 
and  New  Mexico.  As  for  California,  her  people  had  adopted  a  con- 
stitution prohibiting  slavery  forever,  and  early  in  the  session  her  repre- 
sentatives applied  for  her  admission  into  the  Union.  The  President 
communicated  this  constitution  and  request  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  13th  of  February.  He  had  alluded  to  the  subject, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  his  annual  message,  and  had  recommended  the 
admission  of  the  State,  without  waiting  for  New  Mexico  and  Utah. 

This   indicated   the  policy   of   the  administration,   to  settle  each 
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question  upon  its  own  merits  as  it  arose.  But  this  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  South,  nor  to  many  of  those  who  wished  to  effect  a 
general  compromise  of  the  whole  subject.  Mr.  Calhoun  strenuously 
insisted  that  the  Southern  States  could  not  remain  in  the  Union 
with  safety  or  honor,  unless  they  had  sufficient  guaranties  for  the 
protection  of  their  institution  ;  and  that  no  guaranties  would  be 
sufficient  short  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution.  A  large  party 
led  by  Mr.  Clay,  deemed  it  feasible  (as  had  been  done  by  the 
Missouri  Compromise)  to  allay  the  whole  agitation  by  a  general 
system  of  compromise  measures,  embracing  all  the  subjects  of  con- 
troversy. Deferring,  for  this  purpose,  to  those  who  advocated  the 
Southern  interests,  they  were  opposed  to  the  admission  of  California, 
with  the  constitution  adopted  by  her,  without  at  the  same  time 
maturing  satisfactory  dispositions  of  the  other  contested  subjects. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  not  very  ardently 
disposed  to  co-operate  harmoniously  with  the  administration,  intro- 
duced a  series  of  resolutions  which  in  the  main,  formed  the  basis  of 
what  was  afterwards  agreed  to.  They  declared  that  California  ought 
to  be  admitted  as  a  State,  with  the  constitution  which  she  had  adop- 
ted ;  that  governments  ought  to  be  organized  in  the  other  territories, 
without  any  restriction  whatever  for  or  against  slavery  ;  that  Texas 
should  extend  Westerly  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  Northerly  to  a  line 
drawn  from  El  Paso,  to  the  South  West  angle  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory ;  (this  was  afterwards  extended  farther  North)  that  the  slave 
trade  should  be  prohibited  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  that 
slavery  should  not  be  abolished  therein  without  the  consent  of  Mary- 
land ;  that  a  more  effective  law  for  the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves 
should  be  passed.  Mr.  Clay  sustained  these  resolutions,  both  at  the 
time  of  their  introduction  and  afterwards,  by  some  of  his  ablest 
efforts.  On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Calhoun  made  his  great  speech 
on  the  subject,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Mason.  On  the  7th  of 
March,  Mr.  Webster  delivered  that  magnificent  speech,  which,  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me,  was  his  greatest  senatorial  effort. 

Bills  were  introduced  on  the  various  subjects  referred  to,  and  a 
general  committee  was,  finally  appointed,  with  Mr.  Clay  at  its  head. 
who  recommended  their  passage.  In  the  end,  however,  they  were 
all  passed  as  separate  laws,  except  those  relating  to  the  boundary  of 
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Texas  and  the  boundaries  and  government  of  New  Mexico,  which 
were  united  into  one  bill.  Perhaps  the  fugitive  slave  law  excited 
more  opposition  than  any  of  the  others. 

Mr.  Dayton,  in  these  discussions,  advocated  generally  the  views 
of  the  President, — rather  than  the  compromise  projects  of  Mr.  Clay 
and  others.  He  expressed  the  belief  that  when  the  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  could  be  a  little  becalmed,  there  was  really  but  little 
to  quarrel  about,  and  no  necessity  for  a  grand  effort  at  compromise- 
His  speech  on  the  23d  of  March,  contained  a  very  able  argument  in 
favor  of  the  admission  of  California  with  the  Constitution,  which  she 
had  adopted.  It  also  contained  a  strong  argument  against  man}7  of  the 
features  of  the  proposed  fugitive  slave  bill.  As  to  the  other  territo- 
ries, New  Mexico  and  Deseret,  he  thought  there  was  no  occasion  to 
be  in  haste  to  provide  governments  for  them.  Let  them  stand  as 
they  are.  As  to  what  he  should  do  when  bills  should  be  presented 
for  that  purpose,  he  remarked  as  follows : 

"Well,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  asked,  what  then?  will  you  vote  for  the 
Wilmot  Proviso  ?  Is  that  your  principle  ?  My  answer  is,  that  I  am  willing 
for  the  present — to  stand  upon  the  doctrine  of  "non-intervention"  as  to  New 
Mexico  and  Deseret.  But  if  you  force  me  to  a  vote  on  this  question;  if  a  terri- 
torial bill  be  presented,  and  the  ordinance  of  1789  is  moved,  I  will  vote  for  it; 
but  if  voted  down,  I  may  yet  vote  for  the  bill ;  that  will  -  depend  upon  other 
circumstances.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  power  to  insert  the  ordinance  exists. 
The  power  has  beeu  often  exercised,  but  I  do  not  care  to  see  it  exercised  now 
in  this  case,  if  you  are  willing  to  stand  opon  the  doctrine  of  "  non-intervention. 
But  then  it  will  be  asked,  do  you  think  slavery  will  go  into  the  territories  ?  If 
you  do  not,  why  should  you  vote  for  the  Proviso  ?  I  do  not  think  that  slavery 
will  go  into  these  territories  as  a  permanent  or  principal  institution.  Still,  I 
think  that  if  you  win  fill  Texas  with  slaves  up  to  the  line,  they  will  go  over, 
just  as  they  went  into  Illinois,  where,  at  the  last  census,  there  seemed  to  be 
still  some  three  hundred  and  twenty-odd.  But  if  there  were  doubt  in  my  mind, 
I  confess  a  strong  repugnance  to  having  my  vote  stand  on  the  record  against 
the  application  of  the  ordinance  of  1187,  to  territory  now  free;  posterity  will 
not  stop  to  analyze  very  closely  our  reasons,  or  scrutinize  our  motives,  but  the 
vote  will  stand  on  record,  carrying  with  it  its  own  malconstru^tion.  If  it  is 
understood  that  slavery  cannot  reach  that  country,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
question  has  come  down  to  a  small  point  indeed.  Why  not  insert  the  Proviso? 
We  are  told  that  it  will  offend  the  South ;  that  it  will  touch  their  sensibilities. 
Now  I  do  not  want  to  do  that ;  and  yet  if  it  be  a  question  of  sensibility 
between  the  North  and  the  South,  I  suppose  that  I  may  say  that  there  are  as 
many  persons  in  the  North  whose  sensibilities  will  be  touched  by  its  omission, 
as  there  are  persons  in  the  South  whose  sensibilities  will  be  touched  by  its 
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insertion.  But  now  this  great  question  (if  it  be  admitted  that  slavery  cannot 
go  there)  is  whittled  down  to  a  point  like  this — a  question  of  delicacy,  a  point 
of  etiquette  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  we  have  had  all  this  war 
of  words  and  intense  excitement  about  a  question  of  this  kind.  Why, 
California  out  of  the  way,  never  was  there  such  an  insignificant  cause  for  sucn 
an  uproar.  We  have  the  North  and  South  contending  with  each  other  to  des- 
peration, upon  the  small  chance  (an  admitted  decimal  only)  of  slavery  going 
where  it  is  said  it  cannot — into  these  territories  now  free.  The  subject  matter 
is  not  worth  the  effort ;   "  the  play  is  not  worth  the  candles."  *  *         * 

"  Let  us  dispose  of  California  first,  and  then  the  fugitive  slave  bill ;  we  will 
thus  have  gotten  rid  of  two  of  the  greater  elements  of  excitement.  Then  as 
to  New  Mexico  and  Deseret,  let  them  alone ;  the  South  cannot  very  well  secede, 
because  we  do  nothing.  In  the  meantime  Nature  will  work  off  the  disease 
itself.  It  is  true  the  country  will  be  fevered  a  little  longer  by  this  process, 
but  that  is  better  than  any  legislative  pill  or  bolus,  "  warranted  to  kill  or  cure." 
Let  nature  take  her  course,  and  she  will  work  her  way  through  without  ulti. 
mate  injury  to  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  The  territories  will  take  care 
of  themselves."         *         *         * 

"I  have  no  idea,  Mr.  President,  that  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  desire  disunion.  At  the  North  I  am  sure  they  do  not;  and 
the  South,  I  think,  can  have  no  wish,  with  a  view  of  gettiug  rid  of  trivial 
evils,  to  rush  into  a  state  of  things  that  will  multiply  them  a  thousand  fold." 

On  the  11th  and  12th  of  June,  1850,  Mr.  Dayton  addressed  the 
Senate  on  the  compromise  measures  ;  objecting  that  they  really 
effected  nothing,  but  left  the  main  question  of  difference,  viz.,  slavery 
in  the  territories,  to  be  disputed  about  and  determined  hereafter. 
He  took  strong  ground  in  favor  of  the  President's  recommendation 
to  treat  the  admission  of  California  as  a  separate  and  distinct  meas- 
ure, standing  on  its  own  merits ;  and  to  consider  and  decide  upon 
the  establishment  of  territorial  governments  in  Utah  and  New 
Mexico,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Texan  boundary,  as  questions 
distinct  from  the  other.  He  regarded  the  union  of  these  measures 
into  one  bill  (as  recommended  by  Mr.  Clay's  committee),  as  a  log- 
rolling device,  intended  to  avoid  the  application  of  the  Wilmot  Pro- 
viso to  the  new  territories,  and  thus  to  evade  the  most  vital  question 
of  the  day.  He  warned  the  Senate  that  the  principles  of  this  Pro- 
viso could  not  be  quietly  laid  and  disposed  of  in  this  manner.  As 
to  the  necessity  of  territorial  governments  for  these  territories  at 
this  time,  he  doubted  it ;  and  he  utterly  repudiated,  and  by  very 
strong  argument  disproved,  the  title  of  Texas  to  any  part  of  New 
Mexico,  for  which  it  was  proposed   to  give  her  several  millions  of 
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dollars.  He  also  condemned  the  severity  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  reported  by  the  committee,  and  pointed  out  its  unjust  features 
and  arbitrary  character :  that  it  gave  a  claimant  power,  on  his  own 
affidavit,  taken  exparte  in  a  slave  state,  to  seize  a  colored  person  as 
his  slave  in  a  free  state,  without  trial  by  judge  or  jury ;  and  thus 
conpromitted  the  dignity  of  the  free  states  and  took  from  them  that 
prerogative  of  protection  over  their  own  citizens  and  inhabitants, 
which  no  state,  whatever  its  obligations  to  other  states,  can  surren- 
der without  dishonor. 

This  speech  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  Senate.  Senator 
Foote,  of  Mississippi,  very  broadly  hinted  that  in  delivering  it  Mr. 
Dayton's  eye  was  fixed  on  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  and  the  re- 
wards an  administration  always  has  at  its  command.  "  Whatever 
impression,"  said  he,  "the  Honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  may 
have  made  upon  this  body,  or  at  this  end  of  the  avenue,  in  regard  to 
the  general  soundness  of  his  views,  or  in  relation  to  the  loftiness  of 
his  own  motives  (which  I  certainly  shall  not  for  a  moment  call  in 
question),  I  feel  certain  that  within  the  last  twenty- four  hours  the 
Honorable  gentleman  has  said  enough,  in  that  very  able  and  elo- 
quent speech  to  which  we  have  been  listening  for  the  greatest  part 
of  two  days,  to  establish  the  strongest  and  most  lasting  claims  to 
the  respect,  friendship,  and  gratitude  of  certain  official  personages 
to  be  found  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  in  behalf  of  whom,  and 
in  defence  of  whose  policy  he  has  displayed  a  zealous  devotedness 
which,  if  it  should  not  be  adequately  requited  in  some  way,  I  will 
think  worse  of  human  nature  as  long  as  I  live.  I  say,  sir,  and  I 
say  it  with  profound  sincerity  and  seriousness,  that  if  the  Hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Jersey  shall  not  find  hereafter  that  his 
generous  exertions  on  this  occasion  are  gratefully  appreciated  in  a 
certain  high  quarter,  he  will,  in  my  judgment,  have  much  reason  to 
complain  of  the  coldness  and  injustice  of  those  to  whose  rescue  he 
has  come  at  a  moment  when  it  was  so  necessary  that  they  should 
be  defended  against  the  furious  assaults  which  they  are  constantly 
receiving  here  and  elsewhere." 

Mr.  Dayton  replied  with  becoming  dignity : 

"  I  wish,"  said  he,  "  to  say  in  reply,  but  a  word  or  two,  and  that  will  be  only 
to  express  my  entire  ignorance  of  what  the  Senator  means  by  his  allusions  to  a 
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proper  appreciation  elsewhere  of  the  value  of  my  services,  or  by  political 
rewards;  and  further  to  express  my  great  regret,  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  should  have  thought  it  necessary  and  proper  to  refer  here  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  repeat,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  the  Senator  means.  I 
am  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  point  or  intent  of  his  insinuation.  I  can  only 
say,  sir,  that  I  have  spoken  my  own  sentiments,  and  not  the  sentiments  of 
another.  I  have  not  been  much  in  the  habit  of  intruding  them  frequently 
upon  the  Senate,  perhaps  as  rarely  as  most  gentlemen  of  this  body.  I  have 
spoken  earnestly,  for  that,  is  my  temperament  and  habit;  but  I  trust,  with 
sufficient  modesty,  and  a  due  regard  to  others,  seeking  no  political  rewards,  and 
no  recognition  of  services,  valuable  or  otherwise,  and  caring  nothing  for  such 
recognition  one  way  or  the  other." 

The  speech,  as  I  have  said,  produced  a  profound  impression.  It 
contained  a  great  deal  of  solid  argument,  and  sound  sense ;  and 
much  attention  was  given  by  subsequent  speakers,  who  advocated 
the  omnibus  bill,  to  attempts  at  answering  its  positions. 

The  result  of  it  all  was,  that  although  the  omnibus  bill  of  Mr. 
Clay  was  defeated,  separate  bills  were  passed  and  became  laws  on 
the  9th  day  of  September,  1850,  which  embodied  most  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  bill ;  and  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  the  fugitive 
slave  bill;  and  on  the  20th,  the  bill  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  also  became  laws. 

Thus  was  effected  the  third  Great  Compromise  between  the  North 
and  the  South — all  of  which,  as  we  have  seen,  have  failed  to  ward 
off  that  awful  conflict  which  has  been   enacted  in  our  own  days. 

It  may  be  well  questioned  whether  Mr.  Dayton  was  not  right  in 
counseling  action  in  each  case  as  it  might  arise,  and  meeting  it  man- 
fully under  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  country  and  the  constitution. 

In  reviewing  Mr.  Dayton's  senatorial  career,  we  may  briefly  say  : 
that  he  always  frankly  expressed,  and  abl}r  enforced  his  own  convic- 
tions on  all  the  political  issues  of  the  day ;  that  he  was  original  in 
his  conceptions,  independent  in  his  positions  and  dignified  and  cour- 
teous in  his  bearing ;  and,  withal,  was  devotedly  attached  to  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  his  country,  and  to  the  inviolability  of  the 
Union.  He  fitly  represented  the  noble  state  which  selected  him, 
and  achieved  for  himself  an  honorable  distinction  among  her  many 
worthy  sons  who  have  occupied  the  same  position. 

For  several  years  after  his  return   to  private  life,    Mr.    Dayton 
assiduously  devoted  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  his  profession,  being 
16 
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almost  invariably  employed  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  every  im- 
portantant  cause  litigated  in  the  state  courts. 

In  1845,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  revisers  of  the  state  laws, 
in  connection  with  Chancellor  Green,  Hon.  P.  D.  Yroom  and  Judge 
Potts.  The  work  of  this  commission  was  issued  in  1847,  in  the 
volume  of  Revised  Statutes,  then  published.  In  1857,  he  was  ap- 
pointed  Attorn ey  General  of  the  State,  and  occupied  that  position 
until  he  assumed  the  duties  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  France. 

In  1856,  he  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent, on  the  same  ticket  with  Col.  Fremont,  being  the  first  presenta- 
tion of  a  National  ticket,  by  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Dayton 
was  well  understood  to  be  conservative  in  his  views,  and  perhaps  it 
was  on  this  account  that  he  was  chosen,  to  counter-balance  in  some 
measure  the  supposed  radical  tendencies  of  Col.  Fremont.  But  the 
ticket  was  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Buchanan  was  elected  President,  and 
we  had  one  more  Presidential  term,  in  which  the  politicians  of  the 
South  were  assiduously  deferred  to,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
conciliate  its  people. 

But  all  to  no  purpose.  The  great  political  whirlwind  of  I860,, 
carried  into  office  the  representative  of  the  new  party,  and  the 
southern  states  were  goaded  on  by  the  inflammatory  appeals  of  their 
political  leaders,  to  carry  out  their  long  continued  threats  of  disunion. 

Mr.  Dayton's  part  in  the  events  which  followed  was  a  most  im- 
portant and  trying  one,  and  one  which  fitly  became  the  crowning 
glory  of  his  life ;  yet  to  which  the  nature  of  this  address,  will  allow 
us  to  devote  but  a  limited  space.* 

In  March  1861,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  France,  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  responsible 
positions  in  the  gift  of  the  Government.  He  arrived  at  his  post  on 
the  11th  of  May,  and  immediately  put  himself  in  communication 
with  the  French  Government,  then  represented  in  the  bureau  of  For- 
eign affairs  by  Mr.  Thouvenel.  He  applied  for  an  early  presentation  to 
the  Emperor,  which  was  granted  on  the  19th  of  the  same   month. 


*  A  more  detailed  account  of  Mr.  Dayton's  services  as  minister  to  France, 
is  given  by  Mr.  Elmer  in  his  "  Sketches  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey," 
published  by  the  Society  since  the  preparation  of  this  address. 
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This  interview  was  very  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Dayton.  The  Emperor 
after  a  courteous  welcome  and  some  remarks  personally  complimen 
tar}''  to  himself,  said,  in  substance,  that  he  felt  great  interest  in  the 
condition  of  things  in  our  country  ;  that  he  was  very  anxious  our 
difficulties  should  be  settled  amicably,  that  he  had  been  and  yet  was 
ready  to  offer  his  kind  offices,  if  such  offer  would  be  mutually  agree- 
able to  the  contending  parties,  that  whatever  tended  to  affect  injuri- 
ously our  interests  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  France,  and 
that  he  desired  a  perpetuation  of  the  Union  of  the  States.  From 
this  time  forward  until  his  death,  Mr.  Dayton's  personal  relations  at 
the  French  Court  were  of  the  most  agreeable  kind.  He  very  soon 
acquired  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Emperor  and  of  his  ministers 
in  his  candor  and  truth,  so  much  so,  that  it  has  been  known  more 
than  once  to  occur,  when  our  affairs  were  under  discussion  between 
the  Emperor  and  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  any  question 
arose  as  to  the  exact  state  of  facts,  the  minister  would  say — "I  know 
it  must  be,  so  your  majesty,  for  Mr.  Dayton  told  me  so."  This  refer- 
ence was  always  considered  satisfactory.  The  anecdote  speaks  well, 
not  only  for  Mr.  Dayton,  but  for  the  Emperor's  just  appreciation  of 
honorable  character.  Personally  he  always  received  the  most 
uniform  kindness  and  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Dayton's  sound  sense  and  discriminating  judgment  undoub- 
tedly stood  the  Country  he  represented  in  good  stead  throughout 
the  entire  period  of  his  ministry.  The  most  unreserved  confidence 
subsisted  between  him  and  M.  Druyn  De  L'Huys.  Mr.  Dayton 
never  hesitated  in  impressing  upon  our  government  at  home  the 
truth  of  any  representations  made  to  him  in  their  intercourse.  Nor 
was  he  deceived.  He  had  too  much  of  the  respect  of  M.  Druyn  De 
L'Huys  and  the  Emperor,  to  be  made  the  object  of  deception. 

The  course  taken  by  the  imperial  government  in  recognizing  with 
England  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  South,  was  not  satisfactory  to 
to  Mr.  Dayton,  nor  to  our  government,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  frankly 
communicated,  and  the  reasons  for  it  plausibly  urged. 

We  have  great  reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  manner  in  which  our 
foreign  affairs  were  managed  at  Paris,  as  well  as  in  England.  Such 
was  the  eagerness  of  the  English  and  French  people  to  do  us  injury, 
and   to  profit  by  our  misfortunes,    that  any   thing  else  than  very 
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able,  efficient,  and  assiduous  representatives,  on  our  behalf,  at  the 
English  and  French  Courts,  must  have  resulted  in  disastrous  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  Dayton  lived  to  receive  the  welcome  news  of  the  victorious 
progress  of  our  arms  under  Generals  Sherman  and  Thomas  in  the 
South  West ;  and  the  firm  grasp  which  General  Grant,  with  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  had  secured  on  the  central  power  of  the  Con- 
federacy at  Richmond.  The  dire  civil  strife  in  which  the  country 
had  been  so  long  engaged,  was  nearly  over,  and  the  friends  of  the 
Union  had  begun  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  approaching 
restoration  of  the  national  authority,  and  return  of  peace.  But  Mr. 
Dayton,  who  had  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  cause  so  much  at  heart, 
was  not  permitted  to  see  the  end.  On  December  1st,  1864,  he  died 
suddenly  at  Paris  whilst  making  an  evening  call  at  the  rooms  of  a 
friend.  His  death,  so  sudden,  so  unexpected,  produced  a  painful 
shock  both  in  France  and  in  this  Country,  and  most  of  all,  in  this 
his  native  State.  What  a  mysterious  Providence  !  In  the  full  vigor 
and  maturity  of  body  and  mind,  in  the  very  culmination  of  his  large 
intellect,  he  instantaneously  dropped  out  of  this  busy  scene.  There 
was  no  decline  of  his  powers,  physical  or  mental.  His  sun  went 
down  at  noon -day.  Without  a  warning,  without  a  farewell  to  his 
family  or  his  friends,  he  ceased  to  live.  Is  this,  or  is  it  not,  a  happy 
termination  of  earthly  existence  ?  It  may  be  deemed  a  difficult 
question  to  decide.  But  it  leaves  one  very  forcible  impression  on 
the  mind — this  cannot  be  the  end.  It  cannot  be  possible,  that  such 
faculties,  and  powers  of  action  and  enjoyment  can  be  instantly 
annihilated.  Either  there  is  no  Supreme  Ruler  and  Governor  of  all, 
or  the  soul  must  be  immortal. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  a  portraiture  of  his  character.  If 
successful  in  sketching  his  life,  I  have  sketched  his  character. 
Every  man's  life  is  the  true  expression  of  his  character.  He  draws 
it  himself.  There  it  is,  as  he  made  it.  And  that  of  our  deceased 
friend  needs  no  touches  of  the  pencil  to  embellish  his. 

The  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at  home  is  well  known  to  us 
all.  Neither  dues  anything  need  to  be  added  on  that  subject.  But 
it  is  proper,  perhaps,  to  call  attention  for  a  moment  to  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  abroad. 
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The  Paris  ''Constitutional,"  on  announcing  his  death  in  a  semi-offi- 
cial notice,  said  : 

"Mr.  Dayton,  prematurely  removed  from  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him, 
carries  away  universal  regret.  As  we  have  already  said,  the  honorable  diplo- 
matist was  one  of  the  inheritors  of  the  wise  and  noble  traditions  bequeathed 
to  their  country  and  to  history  by  the  founders  and  the  chief  statesmen  of  the 
American  Republic.  He  belonged  to  the  school  of  "Washington  and  Franklin. 
A  Minister  in  France  while  his  country  was  passing  through  the  most  terrible 
crisis,  and  amid  delicate  circumstances,  Mr.  Dayton  avoided,  by  the  courtesy  of 
his  manners,  the  prudence  of  his  language  and  the  moderation  of  his  mind, 
many  complications  and  embarrassments.  The  United  States  lose  in  Mr.  Dayton 
an  eminent  citizen,  and  to-morrow  we  shall  accompany  with  respect  the  coffin 
of  the  wise  politician  and  the  honest  man." 

The  Paris  "  Debats  "  speaks  as  follows  : 

In  a  delacate  position,  the  representative  of  a  country  torn  by  civil  war,  and 
often  impeded  by  skillful  adversaries,  we  find  Mr.  Dayton  acting  with  a  pru- 
dence and  measure  that  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  It  must  be  admitted, 
too,  that  he  found  in  M.  Druyn  De  L'Huys  a  minister  of  foreign  affairs  who 
had  not  forgotten  the  old  traditions  of  friendship  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  greatest  difficulties  are  easily  settled  when  there  is 
on  both  sides  perfect  candor  and  a  sincere  desire  to  mutually  avoid  everything 
that  can  envenom  excellent  and  old-established  relations.  But  we  shall  be  con- 
tradicted by  no  one  when  we  affirm  that  the  upright  conduct  and  frankness  of 
Mr.  Dayton  contributed  to  a  great  extent  to  the  cordiality  which  has  prevailed 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  "Opinion  Nationale,"  after  giving  a  sketch  of  the  deceased 
Minister's  life  and  public  services,  added  : 

"  The  honorable  gentlemen  fulfilled  his  diplomatic  functions  with  a  rectitude 
and  tact  which  procured  him  the  esteem  of  even  his  political  adversaries ;  and, 
assuredly  he  had  to  take  an  active  part  in  a  whole  series  of  important  and 
delicate  questions.  It  will  suffice  to  mention  the  affair  of  the  Trent — the 
repeated  visits'  of  the  Confederate  war  vessels  to  ports  of  France — the  different 
pha  ses  of  the  Mexican  expedition — the  offers  of  European  mediation  rejected 
by  the  United  States — and  the  building  of  war  vessels  for  the  South  at  Nantes 
and  Bordeaux.  In  all  these  difficult  circumstances  he  always  had  a  safe  rule 
of  conduct,  an  infallible  guide — political  probity." 

These  eulogies  give  but  a  fair  indication  of  the  esteem  in  which 
our  deceased  friend  was  held  by  the  eminent  statesmen  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  in  the  country  to  which  he  was  accredited. 

His  name  has  indeed  been  inscribed  on  the  roll  of  the  Honorable 
Dead. 
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Mr.  Dayton  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  fifty-seven  years  of  age. 
Though  not  old  in  years,  his  life  was  a  full,  well  rounded  life. 
Depending,  from  the  first,  mainly  on  his  own  exertions,  and  ever 
faithful  to  his  own  cherished  doctrine  of  the  virtue  of  self-reliance, 
he  performed  his  part  ably  and  well.  By  his  own  efforts  he  advanced 
progressively  from  one  degree  of  eminence  and  dignity  to  another. 
His  influence  on  his  generation  was  healthful  and  beneficent.  He 
left  his  children  a  legacy  of  honor  in  the  heritage  of  an  unsullied 
name,  and  of  inestimable  value,  in  the  lessons  of  his  own  self-reliant 
life.  To  his  State  and  Country,  his  career  adds  another  to  that  roll 
of  bright  examples,  which  so  gloriously  illustrates  the  excellence  of 
our  free  institutions,  in  producing  the  highest  and  purest  forms  of 
individual  character  and  exalted  public  virtue. 
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Trenton,  January  20th,  1876. 
The  Socikty  held  its  annual  meeting  in  accordance  with  the  By- 
Laws  at  12  M.  in  the  rooms  of  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade.     The 
President  being  absent,  the  first  Vice  President,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
M.  Hamill,  D.  D..  took  the  chair 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Whitehead,  'the  Corresponding  Secretary,  presented 
the  correspondence  since  May.  Among  many  others  received  were 
letters  from  numerous  gentlemen  accepting  membership ;  from  the 
Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  LL.D.,  the  President,  declining  a  reelection 
on  account  of  ill  health  ;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Long 
Island,  Iowa,  New  York,  Vermont  Maine,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Mis- 
souri, Montana,  New  England  Historic  Genealogical,  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  Smithsonian  Institution,  Yale  College,  Amer- 
ican College  of  Heraldry,  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  and 
American  Numismatic  Society,  either  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  Society's  publications  or  transmitting  theirs  for  the  library  ;  from 
Mr.  James  Swinburne,  of  Paterson,  enquiring  for  the  true  Arms  of 
the  State ;  Mr.  James  Grant,  of  Philadelphia,  desiring  copies  of 
poetical  contributions  of  the  ornithologist  Alexander  Wilson 
to  the  Newark  Centinel  in  1801,  when  he  was  residing  at 
Bloomfield ;  the  Hon.  John  Clement,  of  Haddontield,  relating 
to  his  researches  into  the  history  of  the  West  Jersey 
Society,      and     transmitting    a    copy      of     a     rare     manuscript ; 
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from  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  asking  for  the  statistics  of  the 
Society  ;  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  with  fifty  volumes  of 
Public  Documents  and  the  U.  S.  Statistical  Atlas ;  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Hood,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  publication  of  the  Society  for 
the  Magie  College  of  Londonderry,  Ireland ;  from  Messrs.  W.  H 
Molleson,  of  Bound  Brook;  George  L.  Catlin,  of  Paterson;  Henry 
H.  Browne,  of  New  York ;  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  of  Wabash  College ; 
A.  Remsen  Thompson  and  0.  S.  Baldwin,  of  New  York ;  Thos.  G. 
Bunnell,  of  Newton  Herald;  Cheswell  and  ¥^urtz,  of  Paterson 
Press ;  C.  C.  Dawson,  of  Plainfield  ;  State  of  Delaware  and  General 
Watts  DeDeyster,  with  donations  for  the  library  ;  from  Mr.  James  Ri- 
ker,  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  wishing  a  copy  of  George  Carteret's  will;  from 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia,  regretting  their  ina- 
bility to  furnish  some  of  their  publications  ;  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  with  memorial  to  Congress  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  print  a  topical  index  to  the  Public  Documents ; 
from  Major  C.  W.  Robinson,  of  the  British  Army,  seeking  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  services  of  the  "  Queen's  Rangers  "  during  the 
Revolution  ;  from  Mr.  Ross  Spooner,  of  Reading,  Ohio,  relating  to 
a  projected  genealogy  of  that  family ;  from  Mr.  Reginald  Wilson,  of 
Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  enquiring  after  one  John  Wilson,  who  emigrated  to 
New  Jersey  from  the  North  of  Ireland ;  General  Wm.  S.  Stryker, 
relative  to  the  family  of  Col.  John  Doughty,  of  Morristown  ;  John 
S.  Clark,  referring  to  the  descendants  of  Daniel  Clark,  of  Windsor, 
Conn.  ;  H.  G.  Ashmead,  making  enquiries  after  the  Scull,  Hullfish 
and  Whitlock  families  ;  Cornelius  C.  Baldwin,  of  Balcony  Fall,  Va., 
seeking  information  of  the  Baldwins  in  New  Jersey  ;  from  Nathan- 
iel Niles  and  John  C.  Barron,  of  New  York,  referring  to  the 
Barron  legacy ;  and  from  various  other  parties  in  relation  to  the 
business  of  the  Society.  The  extent  and  character  of  the  corre- 
spondence showed  that  the  relations  of  the  Society  with  kindred 
associations  and  with  gentlemen  engaged  in  historical  researches, 
were  becoming  of  more  and  more  importance,  and  productive  of 
beneficial  results  that  were  ever  increasing. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  their  report  as  follows : 

''The  Executive    Committee   have    the    satisfaction    of  formally 
reporting,  what  the  members  present  may  have  had  opportunities  to 


If  BETING    IN    TRENTON.  121 

observe  for  themselves,  that,  the  year  which  has  passed  has  not  sub- 
tracted anything  from  the  estimation  in  which  the  Society  is  held  by 
all  familiar  with  its  workings.  Both  within  and  without  the  State  it 
is  recognized  as  an  efficient  instrument  in  preserving  and  perpetua- 
ting the  recorded  history  of  New  Jersey,  in  a  way  both  satisfactory 
and  effectual.  We  gather  facts  and  illustrations,  not  simply  to  in- 
dulge our  own  antiquarian  or  historical  tastes,  but  with  the  view  of 
placing  them  where  they  can  be  rendered  most  subservient  to  the 
ends  of  those  who,  in  their  endeavors  to  promote  the  future  well- 
being  of  the  communities  their  ancestors  helped  to  establish,  would 
draw  from  the  past  all  available  lessons  of  warning  or  encourage- 
ment. The  reports  of  the  Committees  and  of  the  officers  that  will 
be  submitted,  will  present  the  details  from  which  a  correct  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made,  quietly  and 
unobtrusively,  in  furthering  the  aims  of  the  Society. 

"  It  is  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  authorized  to  announce 
to  the  Society  an  occurrence,  which  they  trust  is  to  be  followed  by 
man}r  others  of  a  similar  character,  alike  conducive  to  its  welfare  and 
honorable  to  those  concerned.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Barron,  of  New  York  city,  who  died  on  the  31st  of  August  last, 
the  Society  is  entitled  to  receive  from  his  estate  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  untramelled  by  any  provisions,  a  legacy,  as  unex- 
pected as  it  is  liberal.  Mr.  Barron,  although  a  Jerseyman  by  birth, 
was  not  identified  with  the  Society  until  May,  1871,  when  he  was 
elected  a  corresponding  member.  To  that  circumstance  may  be  at- 
tributed his  remembrance  of  us  in  his  will.  From  his  long  residence 
beyond  the  precincts  of  the  State  it  is  probable  that  he  was  known 
to  only  a  few  of  our  members,  and  the  Committee  are  therefore 
pleased  to  be  able  to  furnish  a  brief  sketch  of  the  career  of  one 
whose  name  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  first  to  aid  the  Society  in  so  substantial  a  manner. 

"Thomas  Barron  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  Middlesex  county, 
on  June  10th,  1790.  Both  his  father  (Joseph)  and  grandfather  (Sam- 
uel) were  prominent  citizens  of  the  village,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  or 
twelve  he  entered  upon  his  mercantile  career  in  the  country  store  that 
his  father  then  kept.  Before  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate  he 
formed  a  project  for  engaging  in  commercial  pursuits  on  the  waters 
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of  the  upper  Mississippi,  with  a  view  of  trading  thence  to  New  Or- 
leans, but  Was  deterred  by  the  solicitation  of  his  parents,  and  on 
reaching  his  majority  engaged  in  business  in  iSTew  York  on  his  own 
account.  He  had  several  vessels  sailing  between  that  city  and 
West  Indian  ports,  and  on  one  occasion  made  a  voyage  himself  to 
Martinique.  At  the  close  of  the  war  with  England,  Mr.  Barron  car- 
ried out  his  early  intent  of  connecting  himself  with  the  traffic  of  the 
Mississippi  by  establishing  himself  in  business  at  New  Orleans,  and 
soon  secured  for  himself  the  confidence  of  the  community  and  even- 
tually amassed  a  handsome  property.  For  the  first  ten  years  he  re- 
mained in  New  Orleans  without  ever  visiting  the  North,  although  at 
that  time  the  yellow  fever  was  an  annual  visitor,  but  thereafter 
made  a  visit  once  a  year  to  his  native  town.  He  became  a  director 
of  the  branch  of  the  old  United  States  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  and 
was  frequently  solicited  to  accept  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  which 
he  generally  declined. 

"  To  Mr.  Barron  must  be  accorded  the  credit  of  having  by  his  fore- 
sight and  energy  opened  an  avenue  to  mercantile  renown  at  the 
South  which  many  from  Eahway,  Newark,  and  other  places  fre- 
quently travelled.  It  is  believed  that  the  success  which  crowned  his 
exertions  first  induced  the  establishment  at  New  Orleans  of  branches 
of  several  manufacturing  houses  from  New  Jersey,  and  laid  that 
foundation  upon  which  in  after  years  such  an  extensive  and  noble 
superstructure  of  business  qualifications  and  relations  was  erected. 

"  He  returned  to  New  York  in  1836,  and  established  a  bankiug 
house,  from  which,  however,  he  retired  the  ensuing  year — foreseeing 
the  financial  difficulties  approaching,  and  carrying  out  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  a  letter  to  his  father,  written  in  1827,  on  hearing 
that  a  former  partner  whose  interest  he  had  purchased  for  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  had  failed,  and  involved  his  family  in  distress. 
'  "  When  I  reflect,"  he  wrote,  that  all  the  money  I  have  paid  him  and 
which  I  earned  with  much  fatigue  and  anxiety,  is  lost,  and  his  fam- 
ily have  now  nothing  to  depend  upon,  I  feel  sorry  ;  and  think  how 
much  better  it  is  to  retire  from  the  hazardous  pursuits  of  trade  as 
soon  as  a  person  is  able  to  do  so."  ' 

"  Although  his  good  judgment  and  remarkable  insight  into  financial 
matters   were   generally   recognized,    rendering  his    cooperation  in 
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business  enterprises  often  desired,  Mr.  Barron  preferred  leading 
a  retired  life,  devoting  much  of  his  time  to  books,  he  had  a  very  re- 
tentive memory  and  conversed  well  on  most  scientific  subjects, 
towards  the  close  of  his  life  taking  an  especial  interest  in  astronomy. 
He  was  of  a  very  modest  and  retiring,  but  of  a  highly  genial  dispo 
sition — quiet,  affable  and  popular  in  his  manners,  generous  in  his 
impulses  and  benevolent  in  his  acts.  His  private  benefactions  were 
numerous  and  liberal,  and  were  bestowed  so  unostentatiously  that 
the  knowledge  of  them  seldom  extended  beyond  their  recipients  and 
himself.  One  of  his  intimate  acquaintances  of  forty  years,  says  of 
him  : 

"  '  If  I  knew  of  any  one  needing  assistance  he  took  it  as  a  favor  to 
be  informed  of  the  case  and  to  be  allowed  to  share  in  its  alleviation. 
I  had  only  to  suggest  some  object  worthy  of  his  charitable  regard  to 
enlist  his  prompt  and  generous  action.  There  was  a  daily  beauty  in 
his  life  through  all  the  years  of  our  long  acquaintance.  To  see  him 
anywhere,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  listen  to  his  kindly  greeting,  and 
feel  the  warm  pressure  of  his  friendly  hand,  was  like    a  benediction. 

"  '  The  charm  of  his  character  was  its  evident  truthfulness  and  sin- 
cerity. His  temper  was  naturally  quiet  and  strong,  but  I  never  saw 
him  for  a  moment  mastered  by  it.  A  cheerful  serenity  was  his 
habitual  manifestation,  no  matter  how  disturbing  the  circumstances 
which  tested  its  equability.'  " 

"  'He  wrote  much,'  says  Mr.  John  C.  Barron,  anephew,  to  whom 
the  Committee  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  foregoing  information, 
"  not  only  keeping  a  daily  journal,  but  jotting  down  whatever  struck 
him  as  worth  recording.  I  have  in  my  possession  his  journals  cov- 
ering nearly  thirty  years.  He  also  kept  for  his  private  accounts  a 
full  set  of  double-entry  books.  I  mention  these  particulars  to  show 
how  much  he  accomplished  and  yet  had  time  for  necessary  exercise 
and  amusement,  energy  and  painstaking  characterizing  every  thing 
he  did  ;  and  if  we  believe  with  Ruskin  that  'genius  is  a  talent  for 
taking  pains,'  then  he  had  genius.  His  favorite  amusement  was 
angling,  in  which  he  excelled,  and  he  fished  with  as  much  zest  ;ii 
eighty -three  as  at  forty -years  of  age.  At  one  time  he  kept  a  boat 
and  man  at  Trenton,  and  would  leave  the  city  in  the  morning,  re- 
turning in  the  evening,  after  a  day's  amusement  with  the    rod.      At 
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other  times  he  would  drive  to  Hackensack  Bridge  or   to    McComb's 
Dam  for  the  same  purpose.'  " 

"  From  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  Mr.  Barron  performed  his 
duty  as  an  American  citizen  with  a  full  appreciation  of  his  respons- 
ibilities, notwithstanding  the  affiliations  and  influences  of  so  many 
years  of  his  life  spent  at  the  South.  He  gave  freely  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee  and  toward  the  outfit  of  several  regiments  in  New  York, 
and  also  defrayed  the  expense  of  sending  a  company  from  his  na- 
tive town.  At  the  darkest  period  of  the  struggle  he  subscribed 
largely  to  the  public  securities  and  used  his  influence  effectually  in 
inducing  others  to  follow  his  example. 

"  Mr.  Barron  never  married.  He  left  a  large  estate,  bestowing 
several  liberal  sums  upon  a  number  of  charitable  and  literary  insti- 
tutions and  bequeathing  to  the  town  authorities  of  Woodbridge  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  a  public  library.  He  was  buried  quietly  and 
simply  in  accordance  with  his  request  at  the  home  of  his  childhood 
and  with  his  kindred,  and  quoting  the  language  of  Mr.  John  C.  Bar- 
ron, we  may  say,  '  although  his  mortal  remains  are  laid  to  rest  and 
are  ever  dead  to  us,  yet  loving  memories  in  human  beauty,  made 
grateful  for  his  teachings,  his  example  and  his  loving  kindness,  will 
long  survive  him.' 

"  Mr.  Barron  also  verbally,  requested  that  a  portrait  of  himself 
when  about  forty  years  of  age,  should  likewise  be  presented  to  the 
Society,  and  it  now  adds  to  the  attractions  of  our  rooms  at  Newark. 
It  was  painted  by  Durand,  of  whose  celebrity  as  an  artist  his  fellow 
Jerse}^men  may  be  proud. 

"  Since  the  last  meeting  the  members  of  the  Society  have  had  to 
lament  the  death  of  their  friend  and  associate,  Mr.  David  A.  Hayes, 
of  Newark,  whose  name  will  be  found  enrolled  among  the  original 
members  of  1845.  He  was  elected  Recording  Secretary  in  January, 
1849,  and  was  always  active  and  efficient,  regular  in  his  attendance 
at  our  meetings  and  solicitous  to  advance  in  every  way  the  interests 
of  the  Society.  He  died  on  the  11th  of  November  last,  after  a  brief 
illness." 

"  The  Committee  commend  the  interests  of  the  Society  to  their 
fellow  members.     A  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  its  founders  which 
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can    only    be  repaid    by  a  devotion  to  its  advancement  such  as  they 
exhibited." 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  a  constant  increase  of 
volumes  in  the  Library,  and  that  additional  accommodations  for 
present  and  prospective  accumulations  are  imperatively  demanded. 
A  large  number  of  pamphlets  and  files  of  valuable  newspapers  re- 
quired binding,  and  the  written  catalogue  was  nearly  in  a  state  to 
be  printed,  calling  for  some  additional  monetary  resources  upon 
which  to  draw. 

The  Committee  reminded  the  members,  as  had  frequently  been 
done  in  previous  reports,  that  a  valuable  service  can  be  rendered  to 
the  Society  by  rescuing  manuscripts  and  newspapers  from  the  lum- 
ber in  many  unexplored  garrets  in  the  State.  Letters  were  formerly 
made  the  vehicles  of  information  respecting  local  affairs  and  private 
undertakings,  which  to-day — to  too  great  an  extent  perhaps — is 
found  in  the  newspapers,  and  consequently  many  collections  of  old 
manuscripts,  that  have  laid  undisturbed  for  years  in  old  boxes  and 
trunks,  abound  in  references  to  individuals  and  events,  which  are  no 
where  else  to  be  found,  and  to  all  such  the  Society  would  ever  ac- 
cord a  gracious  reception. 

Nor  is  it  too  late  even  to  look  for  new  documentary  evidence 
touching  important  facts  in  our  early  history,  and  the  Committee 
were  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one  such  since  the  last 
meeting  from  the  Hon.  John  Clement,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Through  the  researches  of  Judge  Clement,  it  became  known,  not 
long  since,  that  in  some  subterranean  recesses  of  the  State  House 
at  Trenton,  there  were  many  old  manuscripts  which,  by  the  remiss- 
ness of  some  unknown  officials  in  other  years,  had  been  left  there  to 
moulder  and  decay.  These  had  recently  been  disentombed,  and 
among  them  was  one  of  peculiar  interest,  of  which  they  had  secured 
a  copy. 

"  It  is  well  understood,"  said  the  Committee  in  their  Report,  "  that 
Nicolls,  the  first  Governor  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  much  chagrined 
at  his  master's  parting  with  the  province  of  New  Jersey  to  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  conceiving  it  to  comprise  as  he  expressed  himself, 
'all  the  improvable  part '   of  the  Duke's  patent,  and  that  he   was  in 
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favor,  after  the  transfer  was  made,  of  effecting  an  exchange  with 
them,  giving  them  instead  of  the  province  as  described  in  their  grant 
from  the  Duke,  "  all  that  tract  of  land  to  the  West  side  and  East 
side  of  Delaware  River,  which  was  recovered  to  His  Majesties  do- 
minions from  the  Burgemasters  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  twenty 
miles  distance  from  each  side  of  the  River."  (N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.  Ill 
p.  114.) 

"  Within  a  few  years,  by  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  of 
John  Winthrop  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  it  has  be- 
come known  that  in  1669  an  agreement  was  entered  into,  whereby, 
in  the  language  of  the  letter  of  Samuel  Maverick,  communicating 
the  intelligence,  '  New  Jersey  is  returned  to  His  Roy  all  Highnes, 
by  exchange  for  Delawar,  as  Sir  George  Carterett  writes  to  his 
cousin,  the  present  G-overnour  ,  some  tract  of  land  on  this  side  the 
river  &  on  the  other  side,  to  reach  to  Maryland  bounds.'  (Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.  Coll.  VII.,  4th  Series,  p.  319.)  Circumstances,  the  full 
particulars  of  which  Lare  wanting,  caused  this  agreement  to  fail 
of  consummation,  and,  from  the  light  thrown  upon  it  by  the  newly 
discovered  document,  it  was  a  fortunate  result. 

"  This  document  is  an  informal  draft,  in  the  handwriting  of  James 
Bollen,  Secretary  of  the  Province  under  Carteret,  of  the  conditions 
agreed  upon  between  the  Duke  of  York  and  Berkley  and  Carteret ; 
giving  them  to  us  at  length  for  the  first  time.  They  may  be  briefly 
summarized  as  follows  :  The  jurisdiction  of  New  York  was  to  be 
extended  southerly  along  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  to  '  the  first  en- 
trance on  the  northeast  of  Barnegat,'  which  description  must  have 
been  intended  for  Manasquan  Inlet.  All  South  of  that  to  Delaware 
Bay  and  up  on  both  sides  of  that  bay  and  river  to  the  '  uttermost 
spring  or  springs  that  descend  into  the  said  river  beyond  the  falls,' 
— on  the  south  and  west  sides,  ;  all  lands,  &c,  not  already  granted  by 
his  Majesty,'  and  on  the  east  side  forty  miles  in  width  from  the  river 
— was  to  become  the  territory  of  Berkley  and  Carteret. 
Should  the  forty  miles  in  width  '  come  within  the  com- 
pass of  any  part  of  Pisaihak  river,'  there  should  then  be 
five  miles  allowed  of  common  or  neutral  ground  between  the  two 
territories,  but  all  eastward  of  this  boundary,  and  all  the  towns  then 
settled— Bergen,  New  Barbadoes,  Newark,    Elizabethtown,    Wood- 
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bridge,  Shrewsbury,  Middletown  and  New  Piscataway,  being  partic- 
ularly mentioned — fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Duke,  while  the  towns,  forts, 
&c,  on  the  Delaware  became  the  possessions  of  Berkley  and  Car- 
teret. 

11  It  is  evident  that  this  agreement  was  framed  in  accordance  with 
the  representations  of  Nicolls,  which  have  been  referred  to,  and  the 
extent  of  the  confusion  which  would  have  arisen  from  such  ill-de- 
fined boundaries,  and  the  clashing  interests  that  would  inevitably 
have  existed  had  it  been  carried  out  cannot  possibly  be  imagined." 

The  Committee  concluded  their  report  by  announcing  that  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Hon.  F.  H.  Teese,  the  set  of  Public  Documents 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Member  of  Congress  from  the  Fifth 
District,  for  deposit  in  any  public  library  or  institution  which  he 
may  designate,  will  continue  to  be  sent  to  the  Society  during  his 
term  of  office,  thus  contributing  to  the  further  perfection  of  the  col- 
lection which  is  now  complete  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

Since  the  May  meeting  of  the  Society  137  bound  volumes,  225 
pamphlets,  10  manuscripts,  and  the  consecutive  issues  of  thirteen 
newspapers  of  the  State,  together  with  other  manuscript  files,  had 
been  received  from  various  donors.  Many  of  these  donations  were 
very  valuable  and  interesting.* 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  since  the  last 
meeting  of  another  number  of  the  Society's  Proceedings,  being  No. 
2  of  Vol.  IV.,  2d  Series,  and  bringing  down  the  transactions  to  the 
present  time.  This  number  contained  the  interesting  memoir  of  the 
the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  by  Justice  Bradley,  and  has  been 
sent  to  all  members  not  in  arrears  at  the  time  of  its  publication  in 
accordance  with  the  rule  governing  their  distribution — adopted  in 
May,  1853,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Periodical  shall  not  be  sent  to  any  person  un- 
less previously  paid  for,  and  that  resident  paying  members,  not  in  arrears,  and 
those  that  shall  hereafter  be  elected,  shall  on  the  payment  of  their  annual  dues 
receive  the  numbers  for  the  year  without  charge  ;  and  to  such  members  the 
back  volumes,  and  to  the  Honorary,  Corresponding  and  Life  members  the  fu- 
ture volumes  shall  be  furnished  at  their  cost  price." 

*  See  subsequent  page  for  List  of  Donation. 

18 


128  MEETING    IN    TRENTON. 

The  Committee  urged  the  members  to  supply  themselves  with  the 
volumes  composing  the  Series  of  the  Society's  "  Collections,"  while 
obtainable,  as  there  are  only  a  few  copies  left  of  some  of  them. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  Treasurer's  statement 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  showing  a  balance  of  cash  on 
hand,  December  31st,  1875,  of  $1,483.60,  and  invested  assets  amount- 
ing to  $12,435.57.*  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Newark  Board  of 
Trade  had  removed  from  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  thereby  entailing 
an  increased  expenditure  for  rent,  the  Committee  thought  it  probable 
that  the  financial  result  of  the  coming  year  would  not  prove  as  satis- 
factory as  those  of  the  last  two,  but  it  Was  hoped  that  the  income 
from  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Barron,  when  invested,  would  go  far  towards 
replacing  any  deficiency  in  income  from  other  sources.  Keferring 
to  some  incongruities  in  the  By-laws  as  to  the  relative  powers  of  the 
Executive  and  Library  Committees,  the  Committee  suggested  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  Library  Committee  are  authorized 
to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem  requi- 
site, to  be  expended  in  their  discretion,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Library. 

The  Committee  also  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  of  Article  XI. 
of  the  By-laws,  to  insert  after  the  words  "  the  Librarian  and  his 
Assistants,"  the  words — and  for  the  payment  of  rent — in  order  to  ob- 
viate the  incongruity  alluded  to.  As  there  was,  apparently,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  annual  dues  in  arrears,  which  might  be  owing 
to  the  virtual  separation  from  the  Society  of  many  of  its  members, 
the  Committee  also  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Corresponding 
and  Recording  Secretaries  and  the  Treasurer,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the  list 
of  Resident  Members,  with  authority  to  drop  from  the  rolls  the  names  of  such 
who,  having  been  in  arrears  for  three  years,  shall  neglect  or  decline  further 
payments  after  due  notice. 

Both  resolutions  were  adopted. 


*  See  page  133. 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  upon  a  num 
ber  of  gentlemen  whose  names  had  been  referred  to  them,  who  wore 
duly  elected,  and  other  nominations  were  received. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  1876: 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  TT. 
Pennington,  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Robert  S.  Swords. 
Robert  F.  Ballantine,  W.  A.  Whitehead,  and  Abram  Coles. 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  Wm.  B.  Mott,  L. 
Spencer  Goble,  Charles  E.  Young,  E.  Newton  Miller. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N.  Halsted,  P.  W.  Jackson,  E.  M. 
Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — Robert  S.  Swords,  David  Naar, 
Robert  B.  Campfleld. 

Messrs.  Dr.  Sheldon,  Alex.  Wurts  and  S.  K.  Wilson  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
subsequently  reported  the  following,  who  were  duly  elected : 

President — Rev.  Samuel  M.  Ham  ill,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville. 

Vice  Presidents — Wm.  B.  Kinney,  of  Morristown,  Peter  S. 
Duryee,   of  Newark,  John  Clement,   of  Haddonfield. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  of  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — Adolphus  P.  Young,  of  Newark 

Treasurer — Robert  S.   Swords,   of  Newark. 

Librarian — Martin  R.  Dennis,  of  NeAvark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.D.,  of  Newark; 
N.  Norris  Halsted,  of  Kearney ;  John  Hall,  D.D.,  of  Prince- 
ton ;  Samuel  Allison,  of  Yardville ;  Theodore  P.  Randolph, 
of  Morristown;  Hugh  H.  Bowne,  of  Rahway  ;  Joel  Parker,  of 
Freehold;  Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  of  Newark;  Marcus  L.  Ward, 
of  Newark. 

Mr.  Buchanan  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  a  project 
which  had  been  suggested  as  worthy  of  attention  during  the  nation's 
Centennial  year,  the  collecting  of  local  histories  ;  and  after  some 
discussion,  on  motion  of  Col.  Freese  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  President  be  authorised  and  requested,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Committee  on  Publications,  to  appoint  some  person  in  each  county  to  pre- 
pare a  centennial  history  thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner. 

On  reassembling,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  drew  the  attention  of 
the  members  to  an  intended  celebration  of  the  Centennial  Year  at 
Princeton.  He  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  cooperate  with  the  citizens,  and  requested  Mr.  Hageman, 
of  Princeton,  who  was  present,  to  state  to  the  Society  what  were 
their  views  respecting  the  celebration. 

Mr.  John  F.  Hageman  said  that  no  one  could  question  the  pro- 
priety of  Princeton's  celebrating,  in  a  becoming  manner,  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  First  Constitution  of  New  Jersey, 
which  was  adopted  on  the  2d  of  July,  1776,  two  days  before  the 
nation's  Independence  was  declared,  when  it  was  recollected  how 
much  was  done  to  shape  the  policy  of  the  struggling  colonies  by  the 
many  prominent  men  who  then  resided  there  or  in  its  immediate 
vicinity.  It  had  furnished  two  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
from  the  State,  Stockton  and  Witherspoon,  and  a  third,  Hart,  from 
its  immediate  neighborhood.  The  sessions  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  the  Provincial  Congress  and  the  General  Congress  had  at 
different  times  been  held  there,  and  one  of  the  rare  open  ground  fights 
took  place  there.  Washington  had  stemmed  the  tide  of  war  at 
Trenton,  but  it  was  at  Princeton,  that  he  met  the  enemy  in  a  fair 
open  field  and  turned  back  the  tide  by  a  decisive  engagement ;  and 
Princeton's  church  and  college  had  been  used  as  barracks  by  both 
friends  and  foes.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  which  he  stated,  it 
seemed  appropriate  that  Princeton  should  be  recognized  as  a  most 
fitting  place  for  the  contemplated  celebration. 

Col.  Freese  stated  that  a  similar  celebration  was  intended  to  be 
held  in  Trenton,  not  as  commemorating  solely  the  events  incidental 
to  that  place  but,  as  a  State  celebration,  and  thought  it  therefore 
improper  that  the  Historical  Society  should  give  its  countenance  es- 
pecially to  Princeton.  He  moved  therefore  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Sheldon, 
who  made  some  further  remarks. 
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Mr.  Whitehead  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
have  it  refer  to  both  places,  and  it  was  thereupon  adopted  as 
follows : 

"Whereas,  The  Society  has  heard,  with  deep  interest,  that  the  citizens  of 
Trenton  and  Princeton  are  arranging  for  a  worthy  Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  Country's  History,  in  this  section  of  the  State,  which  was  a  scene  of  con- 
flict and  legislation,  and  to  a  large  degree  the  centre  of  patriotic  counsel  during 
the  period  of  trhe  revolution  :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  devise  some  plan  for  the  cooperation 
of  this  Society  in  the  arrangoment,  and  its  proper  representation  in  the  proposed 
celebration,  and  report  at  the  May  meeting. 

Mr.  Dennis  offered  the  following  resolutions  . 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  record  with  deep  regret  the  death 
of  David  A.  Hayes,  one  of  its  founders,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury its  Recording  Secretary.  In  his  death  they  deplore  the  loss  of  a  Christian 
gentleman  and  a  warm  friend  as  well  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Society,  and 
they  desire  to  testify  to  their  appreciation  of  his  character  and  his  services,  and 
to  express  a  sense  of  their  own  sorrow  at  his  removal. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Society. 

After  appropriate  remarks  from  Messrs.  DeVeuve,  Nelson, 
Swords,  and  the  President,  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  much  interest  to  a  Memoir  of  the 
Rev.  John  Witherspoon,  D.D.,  by  the  Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.D 
of  Princeton.  In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Maclean  the  paper  was  read  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary.  The  prominent  position  of  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon as  the  sixth  President  of  Princeton  College,  and  his  fidelity 
to  the  interests  of  his  adopted  country  from  1768,  when  he  arrived 
from  Scotland,  to  1794,  when  he  died,  afforded  abundant  incidents 
for  Dr.  Maclean's  paper. 

Some  pertinent  remarks  were  made  by  Col.  Swords,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Sheldon  and  Campfield  and  the  President,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  the  author. 

Mr.  William  Nelson  then  read  a  brief  sketch  of  General 
William  Colfax,  at  one  time  a  Captain  of  Gen.  Washington's  body 
guard,  whose  remains  lie  deposited  in  the   vicinity   of  Pompton,  in 
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this  State.     This  was  received  with  thanks  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords  a  resolution  was  passed  thanking  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Trenton,  for  their  courtesy  in  placing  their  rooms  at  the  service  of 
the  Society.  The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on 
the  third  Thursday  of  May  next. 
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Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Adams,   Newark. 

Henry  F.  B  eld  en,   Summit. 

James  A.  Coe,   Newark. 

Andrew  H.  Cogswell,  New  Brunswick. 

Samuel  Colgate,    Orange. 

Frederick  B.  Condict,  Newark. 

Lewis  E.  Condict,  Newark. 

Edwin  Cortlandt  Drake,   Newark. 

Rev.   Benjamin  Franklin,   Shrewsbury. 

Hugh  Henderson  Hamill,  Lawrenceville. 

A.  A.  Hardenbergh,   Jersey   City. 

Charles  H.  Harrison,  Newark. 

T.  D.   Hodges,   Elizabeth. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Roberts,  D.D.,  Elizabeth. 

William  Sargent,   Summit. 

Rt.  Rev.  John  Scarborough,    Trenton. 

C.  S.   Stockton,   Newark. 

M.   C.  H.  Yail,   Newark. 

Anna  Matilda  Woodhull,   Newark. 

CORRESPONDING    MEMBER. 

L.  C.  Yoorhees,   New  York. 

HONORARY  MEMBER. 
Wm.  Potter  Ross,  Port  Gibson,  Ark. 
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SUBMITTED  JANUARY  20th,  1876. 


FROM    HON.   HENRY  W.    GREEN,   LL.D. 

Trenton,  Jan.  12th,   1876. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding    Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Dear  Sir  : — Wishing  to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  I  accepted  the 
office  of  President,  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Society  in  January 
last,  hoping  that  my  health  and  strength  might  be  so  far  restored  as 
to  enable  me  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  office  acceptably  to  the 
Society  and  satisfactory  to  myself. 

That  hope  has  been  signally  disappointed.  I  have  ceased  to  hope  for 
any  such  improvement  in  the  state  of  my  health  as  will  enable  me  to 
perform  the  duties  of  President  acceptably  to  the  Societjr  or  satisfac- 
torily to  myself. 

I  deem  it  therefore  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  Society  to  resign 
the  office — the  resignation  to  take  effect  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  to  be  held  in  the  current  month. 

With  earnest  wishes  for  the    continued  prosperity  of  the  Society, 
and  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem  for  }^ourself, 
I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Henry  W.  Green. 
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FROM  MR.  J.   SWINBURNE. 

♦First  National  Bank  of  Paterson,  N.  J., 
Oct.  18th,    1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding    Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Sir  : — Will  you  kindly  advise  me  if  there  is  any  information  ob- 
tainable from  our  archives  regarding  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  this  State 
(not  the  seal).  The  National  Bank  Note  Company  are  about  making 
a  new  draft  for  us,  bearing  the  State  Arms.  I  find  such  a  variety  of 
them,  I  wish  to  learn  which  form  is  correct. 

Please  favor  me  with  a  line  upon  the  subject  and  oblige, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.   Swinburne. 


ANSWER   OF   THE   CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY   TO   THE 
FOREGOING:. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

Newark,   Oct.  21st,    1875. 
John  Swinburne,   Esq., 

Cashier,  &c, 

Paterson, 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  delayed  answering  your  letter  of  the  18th 
inst.,  until  I  could  ascertain  whether  my  impressions  as  to  the  "Coat 
of  Arms"  of  the  State  were  correct.  Examination  of  the  sources 
of  information  within  my  reach  confirms  them. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  no  law  was  ever  passed  establishing 
the  Seal  of  the  State.  A  simple  resolution  adopted  in  1776  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  a  seal ;  and  their  report,  made  under 
date  of  October  3d  of  that  year,  specifying  the  size,  &c,  of  the  one 
they  had  authorized,  appears  to  have  been  considered  all  sufficient 
to  establish  its  legality.  As  you  may  not  have  ready  access  to  a 
copy  of  that  report,  I  transcribe  it  for  you. 
19 
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"  The  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  both  houses,  to  prepare  a 
"  great  seal,  beg  leave  to  report — That  they  have  considered  the 
"  subject,  and  taken  the  sentiments  of  several  intelligent  gentlemen 
"  thereon,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esqr., 
"  should  be  immediately  engaged  to  employ  proper  persons  at  Phila- 
"  delphia,  to  prepare  a  silver  seal,  which  is  to  be  round,  of  two  and  a 
"half  inches  diameter,  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick;  and  that 
"  the  Arms  shall  be  three  ploughs  in  an  escutcheon,  the  supporters 
"  Liberty  and  Ceres,  and  the  crest  a  horse's  head.  These  words  to 
"  be  engraved  in  large  letters  round  the  arms,  viz.  :  '  The  Great  Seal 
"  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.'  " 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee, 

"Richard  Smith,  Chairman." 

This  is  the  seal  that  is  now  in  use  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  and  the  report,  is  the  only  document  I  am  aware  of,  that 
alludes  to  the  "Arms"  of  the  State  after  which  you  particularly 
enquire. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

"W*.  A.  Whitehead, 

Cor.  Sec.  K  J.  Hist.  Society. 


DOCUMENT  FOUND  IN  THE    STATE    HOUSE  CELLAR 


From  the  original  in  the  handwriting  of  James  Botten,  Secretary 
under  Gov.    Carteret. 

[Referred  to  in  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Library.] 

Conditions  agreed  vpon  between  his  R  H  and  B  &  C 

1st  That  the  bounds  of  New  Jersey  Is  to  begin  along  the  Coast 
from  the  first  Entrance  on  the  N  E  of  Barnagat  to  Cape  May  being 
on  the  East  Side  of  the  Entrance  In  to  DeLawarr  Bay  ■  and  from 
Cape  *  *  *  which  is  on  the  "W  Side  at  the  going  in  to  the  said 
Bay — and  from  thence  to  goe  vp  on  both  Sides  of  the  said  Bay  and 
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Riuer  called  De  Lawarr  Riuer  to  the  first,  and  vttermost  Spring  or 
Springs  that  decends  Into  the  said  Riuer  beyond  the  falls. 

2nd  That  noe  part  of  R  H  Teritories  shall  come  any  nearer  than 
within  40  miles  on  the  E  Bay  or  Riuer  and 

the    Spring  or  Springs  beyond  Excepting   along    the 

Coast  this  his  R  H  bounds  is  to  come  no  farther  then  to  the  first 
entrance  into  Barnagat  as  aforesd 

3d  That  all  the  maine  Land  on  both  sides  of  the  bay  and  Riuer 
up  to  the  falls  and  Springs  aforesaid  With  all  the  Inletts — harbors 
— Riuers — Creeks — Islands — Woods — Marshes — Lakes — Meadows 
&c  shall  remaine  to  B  &  C  for  ever  as  also  all  the  lands — riuers  &c 
on  the  West  side  of  the  said  Bay — Riuer  and  Springs  That  is  not 
alredy  graunted  by  his  Matic  to  any  prticulr  person  or  persons. 

4th  That  all  the  Townes,  plantations,  fort  or  forts — Artilery — 
arms — ammunition — cartriges  and  all  other  materialls  belonging  to 
the  Malitia  or  otherwise  that  are  now  In  his  R  H  posession  and 
In  present  being  vppon  the  said  Riuer  or  in  any  other  place — Shall 
be  deliuered  vp  vnto  B  &  C  and  that  the  Souldiers  that  are  Now 
there  In  pay  to  the  number  of  15  shall  be  Continued  vnder  the 
the  command  of  B  &  C  for  the  sum  of  at  his  R  H 

charge. 

5th  That  his  R  H  Is  to  procure  a  pattent  from  his  Matie  for  all 
that  Tract  of  Land  Whicli  he  made  a  conquest  of  from  the  Dutch 
on  the  W  Side  of  the  Said  Bay  and  Riuer  and  the  same  to  make 
ouer  to  B  &  C.  • 

6th  That  his  R  H  is  to  Cleare  all  pretences  and  claimes  that  my 
Lord  Baltimore  can  make  to  any  part  of  the  said  Land,  Bay  & 
Riuer  from  the  two  Capes  aforesaid. 

7th  That  it  Shall  and  May  be  Lawfull  for  B  &  C  or  any  person  or 
persons  vnder  them — or  trading  thither  To  passe  with  their  merchan- 
dize, goods  and  cattle  to  and.  from  any  Seas,  harbors,  Riuers  or 
Creeks  trough  any  of  his  R  H  Teritories — Either  by  land  or  by 
Water  Into  any  parts  of  the  Teritories  belonging  to  B  &  C  without 
being  Loyable  to  pay  any  tax  of  Custom  or  Imposition  whatsoever 
— Excepting  such  goods  as  shall  be  disposed  of  Within  his  said 
R  H  teritories. 

8th  That  all  Grants  of  Land,    Charters,  and    priuiledges   granted 
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to  Generall  Corporations  by  sale  (?)  are  to  be  Confirmed,  and  also 
all  grants  of  Land  to  prticuP  persons  and  the  Lands  dew  to  B  &  C 
and  other  persons  wb  Liberty  to  dispose  thereof  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

9th  That  all  arrears  dew  to  B  &  C  for  quit  rents  &  all  arrears  dew 
to  the  Gouernor  and  Officers  are  to  be  forthwith  paid  by  Virtu  of 
the  Gouernors  Warrant  without  any  service  of  proces  In  Law,  the 
quit  rent  to  be  accompted  at  \  penny  pr  acre  from  the  25th  of  March 
1670,   to  the  25th  of  March  1672. 

10th  That  Whereas  It  is  said  that  the  his  R  H  is  not  to  Come 
Within  40  miles  of  De  Lawarr  Bay  or  Riuer  It  is  to  be  Vnderstood 
that  iff  the  Said  40  miles  should  come  Within  the  Compass  of  any 
part  of  Pisaihak  Riuer  that  then  there  shall  be  5  miles  distance  laid 
out  the  said  Riuer  adjoining  here  vnto 

Which  Land  Is  to  Remaine  In  Common  both  parties 

for  Ever,  but  that  all  the  Townes  and  plantations  hereafter  Men- 
tioned and  Now  Settled  are  fully  and  Wholly  to  remain  to  his  R  H. 

11th  To  Name  the  Time  of  surrender  on  both  sides  for  the  Con- 
veniencie  of  that  Gouernor  and  his  Officers  that  is  to  Remove 
In  Exchange  Whereof  his  R  H  Is  to  have  all  the  Lands  on  ye 
West  Side  of  Hudsons  Riuer  from  the  Entrance  into  the  Bay  to  the 
Raritan  Riuer,  and  as  far  Landward  into  the  Country  till  it  comes 
within  40  Miles  of  the  De  Lawarr  Bay,  Riuer  and  Springs,  the  Coast 
from  the  first  Entrance  into  Barnagat,  and  the  provisoes  In  the  1 0th 
article  before  mentioned  only  Excepted.  With  all  the  Townes  Now 
settled  and  planted  Namely — The  Corporation  of  Bergen,  New 
Barbados,  Newark,  Elizabethtowne,  Woodbridge,  Shrewsbury,  Mid- 
letown  and  New  Piscataway,  together  with  all  the  plantations  within 
the  Com  pas  of  the  said  tract  of  Land  Now  belonging  and  in  poses- 
sion  of  B  &  C. 
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§amtwn$ 

ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  20th,    1S76. 

From  E.  G.  Paterson. — Report  of  United  States  Court  Survey,  1874. 

From  S.  L.  M.  Barloiu. — Fac  simile  of  letter  of  Christopher  Columbus 
describing  his  first  voyage  to  the  North  Western  Hemisphere  ; 
one  of  50  copies  printed. 

From  A.  Remsen  Thompson. — The  Geneva  (Breeches)  Bible,  Edition 
of  1577.  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Science,  1848  to  1873,  19  vols.  Report  on  the 
Natural  History  of  New  York,  1850.  Memoir  of  the  construction 
of  the  Croton  Aqueduct.  Lyel's  Lectures- on  Geology.  Report 
of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York,  1851,  together 
with  40  miscellaneous  pamphlets  and  newspapers. 

From  Edward  A.  Strong. — An  original  Despatch  of  John  F.  Pickett, 
Confederate  States  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  dated 
Vera  Cruz,  Feb.  1862,  to  Robert  Tombs,  Secretary  of  State  at 
Richmond — giving  Mr.  Pickitt's  views,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Allied  Powers,  England,  France,  and  Spain,  then  in  possession  of 
Vera  Cruz. 

Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tattle. — In  Memoriam  Rev.  Henry  Goodrich,  D.D.  : 
In  Memoriam  Samuel  S.  Fisher.  The  Social  Problem.  Rev.  A. 
A.  E.  Taylor.  Galenism.  Theophilus  Parvin,  M.D.  The  Pro- 
gress of  Peace  Principles  read  at  Geneva,  1874,  by  Edward 
A.  Lawrence,  D.D.,  of  Marblehead,  Mass.  A  Lawyer's  Readings 
of  the  evidences  of  Christianity,  by  Daniel  P.  Baldwin,  LL.D. 
A  discourse  in  Franklin,  Iowa,  Nov.  29,  1874. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office. — Official    Gazette,    Vol.  7.,    18  to 
26  inc.     Vol.  1  to  25  inc.     Index  to  Decisions,  Vol.  7.     General 
Index,  1874. 
From  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education. — Circulars  of  Informa- 
tion. 

From  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. — Statistical  Atlas, 
parts,  1,  2,  3.  The  President's  Message  and  accompanying  Doc- 
uments. Public  Documents  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
1872-3,    1873-4,   51  vols. 


140 


DONATIONS. 


From  A.  F.  Wilmans. — Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Winning. 

ton  Institute,   1875. 
From  Edwin  M.  Stone.  —Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry 

at  large  in  Providence,    1875.     Report  of  the  School    Committee 

of  Providence,    1875. 
From  Edwin  Salter. — Daily    Fredonian,    containing    article    entitled 

"  Travelling  two  centuries  ago." 
From  J.  Cummings  Vail. — Newark  City  Directory,  1844-5. 
From  P.  W.  Sheaf er. — Historical  Map  of  Pennsylvania,  1875. 
From  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley. — Brigade,    Regimental  and  Standing 

Order  Book,  1776-1778,   at  Marcus  Hook,    Philadelphia,    Allen- 
town,   N.  Brunswick,  Perth  Amboy,   Elizabeth,    Middlebrook  and 

Valley  Forge ;  presumed    to    have    belonged  to    Charles    Craig, 

A.D.C. 
From  E.  T.  Cox. — Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,   1874. 
From   Albert   H.    Hoyt. — Memoir    of  Daniel    Pierce,    of  Newbury, 

Mass.,  1638-1677. 
From  Dr.  S.  A.  Green. — Seven  Miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  Isaac  F.  Wood. — Six  Miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  Joseph  Black. — Manuscript  copy  of  the  Oration  by  Alexander 

C.    Mac  Whorter,  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  July  4,  1794. 
From  J.  R.  Freese. — Manuscript  Deed  for  Land  in  Huntington,  L.  I. 

John  Ingersol,  and  wife  to  Alfred  Bryan,  Oct.  2,  1710. 
From  John  L.    Kanouse. — Annual   Report    of  the    Trustees    of  the 

Public  Schools  in  Boonton,  N.  J.,  April,  1875. 
From  U.  H.  Browne. — Insurance  Maps  of  property  in  Newark,  N.  J. 

2  vols.,  folio. 
From  J.  H.  Gibbs. — Coat  of  Arms   of  the    Bouck    (Buck)   Family. 

Inlaid  in  Colors. 
From  Gustave  Albrecht. — Family  Records    of  Passaic  Valley,  N.  J., 

by  John  Little. 
From  William  Nelson. — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Paterson, 

N.  J.,  1875.     Historical  and   Statistical    memoranda    relative  to 

Passaic    County.      Proceedings    of  the    Board    of  Freeholders  of 

Passaic  County,   1874-5.     Newspapers  containing  local    Historic 

items. 
From  Rev.  Nathaniel  West,  Cin. — Sermon  in   memoriam  of  Thomas 

Ebenezer  Thomas,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
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From  Stephen  Wicks,  M.D. — Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia,  1  Vol. 
Facts  and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
1  Vol.  First  Church,  Orange,  N.  J.,  150th  Anniversary,  1869. 
Manual  of  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Oaange,  N.  J. 

From  H.  M.  Molleson. — A  Discourse  on  Faith,  by  Samuel  Mather, 
1740.  Dutch  Bible,  printed  in  Dordrecht,  1676.  The  New  Tes- 
tament and  Psalms,  Dordrecht,  1731.  The  Messiah,  in  fifteen 
books,  by  Joseph  Collyer,  printed  by  Shepard  Kollock,  in  Eliza- 
bethtown,  N.  J.,- 1788.  An  Old  Book  in  Dutch,  printed  at  Ams- 
terdam, 1743.  A  parchment  deed  for  land  in  Bound  Brook,  1764. 
New  York  Tribune,  May,  1872,  to  December  31,  1875.  Full 
account  of  the  Democratic  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia,  1866. 
Partial  Files  of  the  Easton  Express,  1872.  The  New  York 
"World,  1868.  Somerset  Argus,  1869.  Somerset  Messenger, 
1870  to  1875.  The  Detector,  1871.  The  Circular,  1870.  Twenty- 
four  miscellaneous  pamphlets,  and  a  package  of  "old  newspapers. 
Sundry  Banners  used  in  the  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen  Campaign  of 
1847.  Two  Indian  relics  and  the  Company  Flag  of  the  "Somerset 
Light  Horse  Troop"  of  1812. 

From  Joel  Munsell. — Valedictory  Oration  before  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  1794,  by  John  Bradford  Wallace.  Catskill  Presbyterian 
Church,  25th  Ann.  Sermon,  by  George  A.  A.  Howard,  D.D. 
The  Rise  of  Protestantism  with  the  growth  and  Doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  Sermon  at  Albany,  by  Irving  Magee,  D.D., 
and  ten  other  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 

From  0.  S.  Baldwin. — Baldwin's  Monthly. 

From  J.  D.  Vermilye, — 33rd  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, N.  Y.,  1874. 

From  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  Masons  of  AT.  J. — Proceedings,  1785  to 
1873.     5  Vols. 

From  R.  S.  Swords. — Newark  City  Directory,  1874-5.  Seventh 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Newark,  1874.  Manu- 
script collection  of  Poems,  by  Richard  B.  Davis,  of  New  York, 
about  1790-97,  understood  to  be  in  the  author's  handwriting 
Proceedings  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade,  1875.  Ten  miscel- 
laneous pamphlets. 

From  Miss  Kate   L.    Burnett. — American    Annals  of  the  Deaf  and 
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Dumb,    January,    1875,    containing    notice    of   John   Robertson 
Burnett,  deceased. 
From  N.  J.  State  Librarian. — The  Revolutionary  Soldiers  of  Dela- 
ware. 
From  State  of  Pennsylvania  (through  Governor  Hartranft) — Pennsyl- 
vania Archives,  Second  Series,  Vol.  1. 
From  the  Authors. — History  of  the  District  Medical    Society  of  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  N.  J.,  by  John  Blane,  M.D.,  1821  to  1871. 
Portraits  and  Busts  in  the  possession  of  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian   Society  and   other   Associations    at    Worcester,    Mass,    by 
Nathaniel  Paine. 

The  Market  Assistant,  by  Thomas  F.  DeVoe. 
Quarto  Centennial  of  the  House  of  Prayer,  Newark,  by  Wm. 
Vanderpool. 

Address  at  the  Dedication  of  the  new  Court  House,  Hampden 
County,  Mass,  by  Hon.  W.  G-.  Bates.  Westfield,  Mass.,  Jubilee, 
1869. 

Anniversary  Address  before  Third  Army  Corps  Union,  1875, 
by  Gen.  J.  Watts  De  Peyster. 

Geneology  of  the  Tenney  Family,  by  Horace  A.  Tenney. 
The  Historical   relation  of  New  England  to  the   English  Com- 
monwealth, by  John  Wingate  Thornton,  1874. 
Electro  Motive  Force,  by  H.  M.  Paine. 
Dawson  Family  Record,  by  C.  C.  Dawson. 
The  Relation    of  the  Patent   Laws   to  American  Agriculture, 
Arts  and  Industries,  by  Jas.  A.  Whitney. 

Live  and  Lively,  Reminiscences  and  Experiences,  by  Wm.  H. 
Winans. 
From    Yale    College. — Obituary  Records  of    Graduates,    1875,  and 

Catalogue,    1875-6. 
From  Harvard  College. — Report  of  the  Proceedings,  1874-5. 
From  John  C.  Mandeville. — Pompton  Plains  Memorial. 
From  H.  A.  Chambers. — The   Church    Almanac,     1875.     The   Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Almanac  and  Directory,  1875.     The  Methodist 
Almanac,  1875. 
From  Newark  Daily  Advertiser. — Ten  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
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From  Mrs.  Charles   T.  Gray. — Laws  of  the    State    of  New    Jersey 

revised  and  published  by  William  Paterson,  1800. 
From  Stanford  Swords. — An  Order  for  Four   Cents,    drawn    by  the 
York  and  Jersey    Steam  Boat  Ferry    Company    on   the   Newark 
Banking  and  Insurance  Company,  June  1,    18)6. 
From  the  Various  Societies. — The  Missouri  Historical  Society,    Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws. 

Journals  of  American  Numismatic  Society,  Vols.  7-9. 

Record  of  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society 
for  July  and  October. 

Twenty-second  Annual  Report  of  Wisconsin  Historical  Society, 
Jan.  1876. 

Collections  of  New  York  Historical  Society  for  1875.  Lee 
papers  1778-1782. 

Register  of  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society  for 
July  and  October.  1875,  and  January,  1876;  and  Centennial 
Orations,  1874-75. 

Proceedings  of  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  1873-74  ;  and 
from  the  same  Society,  Reports  of  Boards  of  Education  Public 
Schools,  1873 — of  State  Valuation,  1874 — of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioner, 1873 — of  Banks  and  Savings  Institutions,  1873 — of  State 
Auditor,  1873 — of  Insurance  Commission,  1873 — and  Acts  and 
Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly,  1874. 

Proceedings  of  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  1874-5. 

Proceedings  of  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1873-75. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
Worcester,   Mass. 

History  of  Company  D,  13th  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
from  the  D  Society. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  1873-74. 

Semi-Centennial  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Reports  of  Meetings  of  Virginia  Historical  Society,  Jan.,  1876 

Haskell's  Port-folio  of  New  England  Society  of  Orange,   N.  J. 
October,    1875. 

Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute,  April  and  May,  1875. 

The   Newark  Aqueduct  Board  Report,    1874. 

20 
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Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library, 
1875. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Association,  Jan. 
to  June,  1875. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society  :  Memoirs  of,  Vols.  1  and  2  ; 
and  Annual  Reports,  1866-69,  together  with  Early  History  of 
Suffolk  County,   3  copies 

Account  of  the  Incorporation  of  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
1812,  with  Proceedings,  May  and  October,  1843,  and  April,  1875. 
Transactions  of  the  Society,  Vols.  3,  4,  5.  with  various  other  re- 
ports and  addresses. 

Transactions  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society,  1859-74, 
4  vols. 
From  the  Publishers. — Consecutive  numbers  of  the  Centennial 
American  Journal  of  Education.  National  Standard.  Orange 
'Journal.  Newark  Manufacturer.  Hackettstown  Herald.  Weekly 
State  Gazette.  Princeton  Press.  Passaic  City  Herald.  Arling- 
ton Journal.  Essex  County  Press.  The  Printing  Press,  Chicago, 
Bloomfield  Record.  American  Literary  Bureau.  Bibliopolist. 
Nos.  75,  76,  77.  New  Jersey  Tom's  River  Courier,  1874. 
Paterson  Daily  Press,   Vol.  23,  1875,  bound. 
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%   ciety,"  chartered  by  the   Legislature   of  the  State  in  1846,  for  the 

use  of  Society,  the  sum  of  dollars. 
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OF 

WILLIAM   COLFAX, 

CAPTAIN    OF    WASHINGTON'S     BODY    GUARD. 

BY  WILLIAM  NELSON. 

Read  before  the  Neiu  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Jan.  1  Oth,  1876. 


The  Pompton  Valley  is  one  of  the  most  charming  localities  in 
Northern  New  Jersey  and  abounds  in  interesting  historical  reminis- 
cences. There  is  scarcely  an  acre  of  the  country  for  miles  round 
about  but  can  boast  that  it  has  been  trod  by  the  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution, who  had  much  reason  to  praise  the  fruitfulness  of  that  re- 
gion which  afforded  them  such  generous  forage  in  the  days  when 
Washington's  little  band  was  on  "  short  commons."  "  Sunnyside," 
the  summer  residence  of  "Marion  Harland,"  was  occupied  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  army  in  those  days,  and  not  far  away  are  the  unmarked 
graves  of  the  two  unfortunate  men  who  were  made  examples  of  at 
the  time  of  the  mutiny  of  the  sorely-tried  Jersey  Line  (January 
27th,  1781).  The  Marquis  de  Chastellux  and  Surgeon  Thacher  re- 
late various  interesting  incidents  happening  in  this  neighborhood, 
and  Washington's  Orders,  the  Journals  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
and  other  records,  published  and  unpublished,  show  that  at  various 
times  this  was  an  important  locality  to  the  American  army.* 

But  Pompton  had  a  history  before  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 
As  long  ago  as  1695  it  was  coveted  b}^  the  whites,  and  in  June  of 
that  year  a  great  tract  of  land  thereabout  was  bought  by  several 
New  York   gentlemen,    chief    among    whom    were    Captain   Arent 

*Thacher's  Military  Journal  (ed.  1854).  156,  251-2;  Moore's  Diary  of  the 
Revolution,  II.;  374;  Travels  in  North  America,  by  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux, 
I.,  100,  341-4;  Washington's  Revolutionary  Orders,  114;   Gordon's  N.    J.,  311, 
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Schuyler  and  Col.  Anthony  Brockholls  (Commander  in- Chief  and 
acting  Governor  of  New  York,  1677-8,  1681-2),  who  were  doubt- 
less glad  to  find  rest  here,  under  the  protection  of  ,(  Jersey  Justice," 
after  the  troublous  times  of  the  Leisler  usurpation  in  New  York, 
when  Brockholls  was  denounced  as  " a  rank  Papist,"  and  had  a 
price  set  on  his  head  by  the  unfortunate,  over-zealous  acting-Gover- 
nor of  that  Colony. 

A  granddaughter  of  Brockholls  (Miss  Susanna  French,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Philip  French,  of  New  Brunswick,  in  this  State),  made  a 
most  excellent  wife  to  William  Livingston,  our  famous  "  War-Gov- 
ernor" during  the  Revolution,  and  was  the  devoted  mother  of  Hen- 
ry Brockholst  Livingston,  who  sat  on  the  Bench  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  1806-1823  * 

On  the  sites  of  the  houses  built  by  Brockholls  (or  Brockholst)  and 
Schuyler  are  now  two  spacious  and  inviting  country  mansions,  occu- 
pied, the  one  by  the  venerable  Dr.  William  Washington  Colfax,  and 
the  other  by  his  nephew,  Major  William  Washington  Colfax. 

A  short  distance  above  the  doctor's  residence,  in  an  enclosed 
field,  and  but  a  few  feet  from  the  roadside,  is  an  unostentatious  white 
marble  pyramidal  shaft,  about  five  feet  high,  resting  on  a  simple 
brownstone  base,  and  bearing  this  inscription  : 

GENERAL  WILLIAM  COLFAX, 

CAPTAIN   OF 

WASHINGTON'S  LIFE  GUARD. 

That  simple  legend  at  once  arouses  the  interest  of  the  passer-by. 
Anything  pertaining  to  Washington  is  of  interest  in  these  Centen- 
nial days,  and  surely  we  cannot  but  wish  to  know  something  of  one 
who  was  in  such  close  contact  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
American  armies  during  the  Revolution,  as  the  Captain  of  his  Life 
Guard.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  so  little  information  to 
be  gleaned  concerning  him. 

William  Colfax  was  of  the  staunchest  New  England  stock.  An 

*East  Jersey  Records,  Liber  E.,  233,  306  ;  N.  Y.  Colonial  MSS.,  TV.,  98 ; 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  II.,  20,  35-42  ;  N.  Y.  Hist.  MSS.,  English,  205,  238-9  ;  N.  Y. 
Civil  List  for  1869,  14;  Sedgwick's  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston,  59 ;  Princeton 
College  During  the  18th  Century,  111. 
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ancestor  of  the  same  name  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Weath- 
ersfield,  Conn.,  and  the  births  of  four  of  his  children  are  recorded  as 
occurring  in  that  ancient  village  about  1653-9.  He  was  probably 
the  grandfather  of  John  Colfax,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  who  mar- 
ried Ann  Latimer,  September  3d,  1727,  the  young  couple  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  church  in  New  London  on  profession  of  their  faith, 
and  their  son  George  (born  December  25,  1727)  baptized,  March  17th, 
1728.  (Mr.  H.  P.  Haven,  of  New  London,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  this  information,  referring  to  this  rapid  succession  of  events,  re- 
marks in  the  note  to  me  accompanying  the  facts,  "  Such  things  did 
happen  in  old  times  as  well  as  modern.  In  this  case  I  looked  up  the 
old  record  from  which  it  was  taken  and  verified  the  dates."  The  records 
also  note  the  birth  of  these  other  children  of  John  Colfax  :  Ann, 
born  May  16,  1728  ;  (?)  Jonathan,  1736  ;  John,  1739  ;  William,  1748. 

George,  the  first-born,  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Avery, 
April  13,  1749,  and  their  children  were:  1.  Sarah,  b.  30  January 
1750;  2.  George,  b.  9  February,  1752  ;  3.  Ebenezer,  b.  18  Septem- 
ber, 1753;  4.  Lucy,  b.  21  March,  1755;  5.  William,  b.  3.  July, 
1756;  6.  Jonathan,  b.  12  March,  1758;  7.  Ann,  b.  12  April,  1760; 
8.  Robert,  b.  26  December,  1761  ;  9.  John,  b.  21  November,  1763; 
10.  Mary,  b.  8.  January,  1766.  Captain  George  Colfax,  the  father 
of  this  numerous  progeny,  died  in  1766,  leaving  an  estate  of  £807. 
Lucy,  his  widow,  survived  him  nearly  forty  years,  dying  in  Septem- 
ber, 1804,  aged  severity -five. 

Of  the  early  life  of  William,  son  of  Captain  George,  we  know 
nothing.  Doubtless  it  was  the  same  as  that  of  every  other  young 
farmer  in  New  England — full  of  the  rugged  toil  and  self-depend 
ence  that  taught  the  Yankees  their  power,  and  made  them  the  readier 
to  exercise  it  when  the  time  came  for  them  to  assert  their  right  to 
their  independence,  their  ability  to  maintain  which  had  long  been 
evident. 

He  often  used  to  tell  his  family  that  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775.  It  is  probable  that  he  never  left 
the  army  from  that  day  till  the  liberties  of  his  country  were  secured. 
He  appears  to  have  enlisted  in  a  Connecticut  regiment,  and  in  the 
records  of  the  Comptroller's  office  of  that  State  he  is  credited  with 
service  in  the  Continental  Army  to  January  1st,    1780,    £184,    3s., 
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lid.     On  January  1,  1781,  he  received  for  balanceof  service  £106, 
Is.,  id.     Strange  to  say,  these  two  scanty  financial  entries  appear  to 
be   the    only    records  Connecticut  has  of  this    distinguished    son  of 
hers. 

While  the  American  army  was  encamped  at  Valley  Forge,  Wash- 
ington issued  an  order  dated  March  17,1778,  directing  that  "  one 
hundred  chosen  men  are  to  be  annexed  to  the  Guard  of  the  Com- 
mander in-Chief,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  corps,  to  be  instructed 
in  the  manoeuvres  necessary  to  be  introduced  into  the  Army,  and  to 
serve  as  a  model  for  the  execution  of  them."  These  men  were  to 
be  taken  from  the  various  States,  and  were  required  to  be  from  5ft. 
8in.  to  5ft.  lOin.  in  height,  from  20  to  30  years  of  age,  of  "robust 
constitution,  well-limbed,  formed  for  activity,  and  men  of  established 
characters  for  sobriet}7-  and  fidelity."  They  were  to  be  American 
born,*  and  the  motto  of  the1  Guard  was,  "  Conquer  or  Die." 

Into  this  honorable  corps  young  Colfax  was  drafted,  doubtless  at 
this  time.  His  fine  appearance  and  gallantry  in  the  field  soon  made 
him  a  favorite  with  the  General,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  he  became 
a  Lieutenant  of  the  Guard,  subsequently  succeeding  Caleb  Gibbs, 
of  Rhode  Island,  as  Captain  Commandant,  though  it  appears  that  he 
was  never  commissioned  a  Captain.  He  was  thrice  wounded  in  bat- 
tle— once  dangerously.  One  of  these  wounds  was  received  at  the 
battle  of  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1776. 

Upon  one  occasion,  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  giving  the  word  of 
command  to  his  men,  a  bullet  struck  his  uplifted  sword,  shattering 
the  blade,  and  glancing,  skinned  one  of  his  fingers. 

In  another  engagement,  a  bullet  struck  his  forearm,  severing  the 
integuments  and  passing  between  the  bones,  without  touching  them. 

Again,  while  riding  on  horseback  in  an  exposed  position  a  bullet 
was  sent  through  his  body,  just  above  the  hip  and  below  the  bowels, 
entering  in  front  and  coming  out  behind."  The  long  buff  waistcoat 
he  wore  at  the  time  is  preserved  by  his  grandchildren,  and  the  hole 
is  apparent,  made  by  the  almost  fatal  shot.  In  the  excitement  of 
the  battle  the  impetuous  young  hero  did  not  notice  the  wound,  but 
still  galloped  from  point  to  point   over   the  field    delivering   orders. 


♦Washington's  Revolutionary  Orders,  35. 
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Some  Hessian  soldiers,  who  had  been  token  prisoners,  saw  the  blood 
streaming  from  his  side  and  into  his  boot,  and  gleefully  exclaimed, 
u  Mein  Gott !  de  Captain  is  wounded  again."  As  he  kept  on  in  the 
fight  some  of  his  own  men  saw  the  crimson  flow  and  cried  to  him, 
"  Captain  !  the  blood  is  running  out  of  your  boot !"  Glancing  down, 
he  perceived  his  condition  for  the  first  time,  saw  that  it  must  be  ser- 
ious, and  rode  over  toward  the  field  hospital.  Dr.  Ledyard  looked 
at  the  wound  and  bade  him  go  at  once  into  the  hospital,  and  stay  in, 
the  latter  order  being  needed  to  keep  the  fiery  Captain  indoors. 
The  excitement  over,  the  wounded  man  succumbed  to  the  loss  of 
blood  and  grew  faint  and  weak  as  a  child.  After  hurriedly  examin- 
ing and  dressing  the  injury,  Dr.  Ledyard  subsequently  asked,  "  Do 
you  want  to  be  cured  quickly,  or  to  let  this  thing  linger  along  f" 
Said  the  Captain,  "As  quickly  as  possible."  The  Surgeon  promptly 
applied  the  bistouri,  tore  the  wound  open  and  dressed  it,  whereupon 
it  soon  healed.  However,  recovery  was  attended  by  an  eruption  of 
boils,  covering  the  patient  from  head  to  heels,  and  afflicting  him  as 
sorely  as  they  did  Job  of  old. 

Washington  seeing  the  state  of  his  trusted  Captain,  remarked  to 
him,  "  You  are  in  a  deplorable  condition ;  I  will  give  you  a  fur- 
lough that  you  may  go  home  rill  you  recover."  Colfax  persisted  in 
staying  with  the  army  till  they  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Morris- 
town,  in  the  winter  of  1779-80.  During  that  season  he  went  home 
to  Connecticut,  riding  all  the  way  on  horseback,  the  snow  being  so 
deep  in  March  that  he  rode  over  the  fence-tops.  He  returned  greatly 
improved  in  health,  and  was  with  the  army  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

At  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown,  in  October, 
1781,  at  his  own  particular  request  Colfax  was  permitted  by  Wash- 
ington to  occupy  a  prominent  position,  on  horseback,  near  his  be- 
loved General,  and  he  was  never  tired  of  describing  in  after  years 
that  memorable  scene.  The  American  and  French  armies  were 
drawn  up  in  line,  facing  each  other,  Washington  at  the  bead  of  one, 
and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  at  the  head  of  the  other,  the  British 
column  passing  between.  Colfax  said  they  marched  to  the  tune  of 
"  Yankee  Doodle."  The  British  commander  (Gen.  O'Hara  repre- 
senting Cornwallis,  who  plead  indisposition)  was  loth  to  yield  his 
sword   to  the   "rebel,"  and  as  he  reached  the  head  of  the  allied 
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armies  he  tendered  the  blade  to  the  French  General.  But  that  gal- 
lant and  truly  courteous  officer  resented  the  insult  to  the  American 
Commander,  and  fiercely  frowning,  exclaimed  :  "  Me  not  Washing- 
ton. Me  Rochambeau."  The  mortified  prisoner  then,  with  the  best 
grace  possible,  surrendered  his  sword  to  the  General-in-Chief.* 

Colfax  was  a  man  of  fine  presence ;  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in 
height,  large  frame,  well  proportioned,  and  weighing  about  190  or 
200  pounds.  He  had  dark  hair,  a  clean-shaven  face,  with  massive, 
square-set  under  jaw,  a  clear,  florid  complexion,  and  beautiful  blue 
eyes.  His  hair  was  powdered  and  worn  in  a  cue,  tied  with  a  black 
ribbon,  till  his  later  years.  A  pretty  miniature  of  himself,  painted 
about  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  for  his  sweetheart,  shows 
that  his  coat  was  dark  blue,  with  collar  and  facing  of  scarlet  large 
gilt  buttons  ornamenting  the  facing  •  his  waistcoat  was  doubtless 
buff,  although  the  color  is  now  faded ;  a  ruffled  shirt  bosom  over- 
flows the  upper  part  of  the  waistcoat  and  there  appears  to  be  a  black 
cravat  about  his  neck,  with  a  white  collar  turned  partly  over  it. 
This  neatness  of  dress  characterized  his  appearance  all  his  life. 

He  was  a  personal  favorite  of  Lady  Washington,  as  well  as  of  the 
General,  and  the  family  still  preserve  a  sort  of  net  for  his  cue,  knit- 
ted of  linen  thread  by  her  for  the  Captain. 

They  also  have  one  of  a  brace  of  pistols  given  to  him  by  Wash- 
ington, the  other  having  been  lost  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  about  ten 
inches  long,  single  barrel,  flint  lock,  of  iron  or  steel ;  wooden  stock, 
ornamented  with  silver  filagree  work,  the  butt  mounted  with  German 
silver,  and  having  sunk  in  it  a  hideous  face  with  mouth  wide  open, 
displaying  horrid  teeth.  The  pistol  is  inscribed  "  Amsterdam"  on 
one  side  and  "  Thone''  (doubtless  the  maker's  name)  on  the  other. 

While  the  army  was  at  Pompton  Plains  the  citizens  showed  the 
officers  various  courtesies.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the 
Pompton  Steel  Works,  the  road  to  Wanaque  and  Ringwood  leaves 
the  old  Hamburgh  turnpike,  and  at  the  southeast  corner  of  these 
roads  stands  an  ancient  yellow   frame    house,    two    stories    high    in 


*The  foregoing  and  other  of  these  personal  reminiscences  of  Colfax  were  re- 
lated to  the  writer  hereof  in  the  summer  of  1872,  by  Dr.  "Win.  W.  Colfax,  the 
only  surviving  son  of  the  General. 
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front,  with  roof 'sloping  almost  to  the  ground  in  the  rear;  a  covered 
verandah  in  front,  quaint  half-doors,  and  various  other  unmistakable 
evidences  of  belonging  to  a  past  age.  This  was  the  residence  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  of  Casparus  (Dutch  for  Jasper)  Schuyler,  (b.  10 
Dec.  1735)  grandson  of  Arent  Schuyler,  mentioned  above.  His 
home  was  the  scene  of  many  a  festive  gathering  a  century  ago,  in 
which  Washington  and  his  suite  participated.  The  young  officers 
found  here  a  great  attraction  in  the  charming  daughter,  Hester  (who 
in  accordance  with  a  custom  of  Dutch  families,  was  named  after  her 
grandmother,  Hester,  daughter  of  Isaac  Kingsland),  and  the  valiant 
young  Colfax,  brave  as  he  was  in  battle,  surrendered  at  discretion 
before  the  flash  of  her  bright  eyes.  Soon  after  the  war  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  Pompton  and  married  Hester  Schuyler,  27  August, 
1783. 

There  for  more  than  half  a  century  he  lived  the  quiet,  peaceful 
life  of  a  country  farmer,  seeing  his  children  grow  up  around  him, 
and  witnessing  the  wonderful  development  of  the  nation  for  whose 
existence  he  had  fought  so  long  and  well  in  his  youth.  He  was 
honored,  trusted  and  revered  by  his  neighbors,  and  was  repeatedly 
elected  or  appointed  to  various  responsible  positions  in  the  town, 
count}r  or  State.  He  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Common  Pleas  Judge  for  many  years.  He  was 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Bergen  county  in  1806-7-9-10- 
11  and  to  the  Legislative  Council  in  1808-12-13.  He  was  always  in- 
terested in  military  affairs,  and  in  1811  was  Brigadier-General  of  the 
Second  Division  of  Infantry,  Bergen  Brigade. 

In  the  War  of   1812  he  had  a  command  at  Sandy  Hook. 

At  the  elaborate  and  enthusiastic  celebrations  of  Independence 
Day,  which  were  customary  half  a  century  ago,  the  presence  of  Gen- 
eral Colfax  was  deemed  indispensable  at  the  demonstrations  in  his 
neighborhood. 

In  1824  or  1825,  on  the  occasion  of  the  great  parade  in  Newark 
in  honor  of  Lafayette,  Colfax  participated  as  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous Revolutionary  heroes  of  the  day. 

He  preserved  his  faculties  to  the  very  last,  and  died  after  but  a 
few  days'  illness,  9  September,  1838,  aged  eighty-two  years  and 
two  months.  He  was  buried  on  his  own  estate,  with  military  lion- 
21 
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ors,  the  militia  of  Paterson  and  vicinity  turning  out  on  the  occasion, 
with  martial  music,  under  the  command  of  General  Abraham  God- 
win, the  younger,  and  Colonel  Cornelius  G.  Garrison,  both  of  Pat- 
erson. The  services  were  held  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  at 
Pompton,  the  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Demarest  officiating,  while  the  people 
came  by  hundreds  from  all  the  country  around,  to  testify  by  their 
presence  to  their  respect  for  one  whom  they  had  so  long  reverenced 
and  admired. 

Colfax  left  six  children  : 

I.  George  Washington,  b.  3  November,  1784;  m.  Eliza  Colfax, 
his  cousin,  11  December,  1811. 

II.  Lucy,  b.  18  November,  1789;  m.  Henry  H.  P.  Berry,  3  Au- 
gust, .815. 

III.  Schuyler,  b.  3  August,  1792;  m.   Hannah  Delameter   Stry 
ker,  of  New  York,  25  April,  1820.     (He  was  the  father  of  Schuy- 
ler Colfax,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  1869-73). 

IV.  Elizabeth,  b.  8  August,  1794  ;  m.  James  L.  Baldwin,  30 
July,  1816.     (Her  children  live  at  Troy,  N.  Y.) 

V.  William  W.,  b.  26  April,  1797;  m.  Hester  Mandeville,  27 
May,  1826.  (He  graduated  at  the  University  of  New  York,  School 
of  Medicine,  27  Feb.,  1817,  practised  a  few  years  at  Acquackanonk 
and  Paterson,  and  for  half  a  century  at  Pompton  and  vicinity.  As 
this  is  being  writen  he  is  dying.)  * 

VI.  Maria,  b.  3  July,  1800  ;  m.  Abraham  Williams,  a  lawyer,  of 
Orange,  14  January,  1822. 

The  writer  has  had  the  miniature  of  Gen.  Colfax,  mentioned 
above,  photographed,  and  a  copy,  appropriately  colored,  will  be  hung 
in  the  rooms  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  where  all  may 
thus  see  an  excellent  counterfeit  presentment  of  the  fine-looking  and 
gallant  Captain  of  Washington's  Body  Guard. 


*While  this  article  was  in  the  printer's  hands,  Dr.  Colfax  died,    February  28, 
1876.     For  a  sketch  of  his  life  see  the  New  York  Herald  of  March  1. 
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Newark,  May  18th,  1876. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  held  a  regular  meeting  in 
their  rooms  at  12  o'clock  M.,  which  was  numerously  attended  by 
gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  state.  The  Rev.  Samuel  M. 
Hamill,  D.D.,  President,  and  Mr.  Peter  S.  Duryee,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Young, 
Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

Mr.  William  A.  Whitehead,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  sub- 
mitted his  report  of  the  correspondence  since  the  last  meeting  and 
laid  upon  the  table  among  others,  letters  or  communications  from 
Hon.  John  Clement,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  Society  and  from  Hon.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  as  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee ;  from  the  Hon.  Wm.  P.  Ross,  of 
Port  Gibson,  Ark.,  accepting  an  honorary  membership;  from  Rt.  Rev. 
John  Scarborough,  Hon.  A.  A.  Hardenbergh  and  others,  acknowledg- 
ing their  election  as  resident  members;  from  the  Pennsylvania  His- 
torical Society  in  relation  to  the  Publication  Fund  of  that  Society  ; 
from  Mr.  Edward  Herrick,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  Historical  Society,  inquiring  after  the  Linley  family, 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Newark  ;  from  Mr.  E.  Carhart 
of  Oxford,  Pa.,  similar  inquiries  after  the  Carhart  family,  who  were 
located,  at  an  earlv  period,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Elizabeth;  from 
the  Missouri  Historical  Society,  suggesting  a  national  convention  of 
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Historical  Societies  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  of  August  next ; 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Maine,  New  York, 
Georgia,  and  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  the  last  number  of  the  Society's  Proceed- 
ings. The  Delaware  Historical  Society,  New  York  State  Library, 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey  office,  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown,  of  Camden,  G-en'l 
G.  Watts  DePeyster,  of  New  York,  Rev.  Dr.  Tuttle,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
J.  D.  Sergeant  and  S.  W.  Pennybacker,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  R. 
A.  Brock,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society, 
transmitted  donations  for  the  library ;  from  Gen.  Wm.  S.  Stryker, 
there  were  several  communications  relating  to  the  contributions  of 
the  Society  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  and  from 
various  other  parties  letters  relating  to  the  business  operations  of 
the  Society. 

Colonel  Swords,  the  Treasurer,  reported  that  the  legacy  of  the 
late  Thomas  Barron  of  $5,000  had  been  received  and  temporarily 
invested,  and  that  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  treasury  was  $1,392.80. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  the  additional 
shelving  to  meet  the  constant  accumulations  in  the  library,  the 
necessity  for  which  was  alluded  to  in  their  report  at  the  last  meeting, 
had  been  supplied,  and,  in  conjunction  with  a  commodious  closet, 
contributed  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  building,  afforded  all 
the  accommodation  at  present  required.  The  rooms,  in  consequence, 
wore  a  more  systematic  and  convenient  aspect  than  ever  before. 

The  additions  to  the  library,  since  the  last  meeting,  had  been 
thirty-five  bound  volumes,  one  hundred  and  forty  pamphlets,  seven 
manuscripts,  two  maps,  sundry  newspapers  and  two  oil  paintings. 
Some  few  of  the  books  were  obtained  through  exchanges,  and  the 
Committee  invite  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  services  they 
might  render  to  the  Society,  by  availing  themselves  of  the  duplicate 
works  in  the  librar}r,  to  secure  such  others  as  are  wanted,  when  not 
obtainable  gratuitously.  The  donations,  since  the  last  meeting,  of 
which  a  special  report  was  presented,  were  all  in  keeping  with  the 
objects  of  the  Society,  and  some  were  especially  valuable. 

The  Committee  referred  especially  to  a  bequest  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Matthias  W.  Day,  of  a  valuable  marble  mantel  clock,  coeval  with  the 
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French    Revolution   and   bearing  devices   incidental   to  that  period, 
which  adds  not  a  little  to  the  completeness  of  the  library ;  and  an 
oil  painting  on  panel,  four  feet  by  three,  representing  an  entire  fam- 
ily of  husband,  wife,  mother  and  several  children — five  sons  and  two 
daughters — in  the  costume  of  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury.    This  painting  was  considered  by  the  late  Mr.  Day,  who  pur- 
chased it  nearly  half  a  century  ago  in  New  York,  as  representing 
Hendrick  Hudson  and  his  family,  but  the  Committee  regretted  that 
they  had  not  been  able  to  confirm  this  traditionary  belief.     The  pic- 
ture is  evidently  of  Dutch  origin,  the  ages  of  the  different  personages 
represented  being  given  in  that  language,  but  there  is  nothing  where- 
by the  name  of  the  artist  or  the  age  of  the  picture  can  be  ascertained. 
"It  is  a  noticeable  circumstance."  said  the  Committee  in  their  re- 
port, "  that  Hudson's  name  and  position   in  history   are   due  to   the 
events  of  only  four  years  of  his  career,  from  1607  to  1611,  nothing 
being  known  definitely  of  his  birth  and  early  life,  or  of  the  number 
of  his  children.     His  biographers  have  assumed  that  one  John  Hud- 
son, whose  name  appears  among  the  seamen  he  had  with  him  on  two 
of  his  voyages,  was  a  son,  and  the  Committee  hoped  that  the  eldest 
child  in   the   picture,   represented  as   twenty -four  years  old,   might 
afford  a  clue  whereby  its  identity  with  the  Hudson  family  might  be 
arrived  at,  but  it  was  found  that  for  John  Hudson  to   have  been  at 
that  age,  the  picture  must  have  been  painted  in  1610,  when  Hudson 
was  not  in  Holland,  it  being  certain,  according  to  his  biographers,  that 
although  his  voyage  to  America  and  discovery  of  the  Hudson  was* 
made  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  in  1609, 
he  did  not  return  to  Holland  with  his  vessel,  but  landed  from  her  on 
the  English  coast  in  November  of  that  year,  when  on  his  return  voy- 
age.    Another  circumstance  which  militates  against  the  supposition 
that  our  picture  represents  Hudson  and  his  family,   is  the  failure  on 
the  part  of  his  biographers  and  others,  after  thorough  search,  to  learn 
of  the  existence  of  any  portrait  of  him.     The  Committee  hope  that, 
although  foiled  in  their  endeavor  to  connect  the  painting  with  Hud- 
son's family,  they  may  yet  be  able  to  ascertain   what  other  it  repre- 
sents.    That  it  was  one  of  distinction  there  can  be  no  doubt." 

The  report  also  stated  that — 

11  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Directors  of  the  Centennial 
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Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Gen.  Win. 
S.  Stryker,  acting  for  them,  the  Committee  have  consented  to  place  in 
their  charge  several  of  the  valuable  original  documents  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society,  for  exhibition  in  Memorial  Hall.  Among  these 
are  the  original  grants  from  the  Duke  of  York  for  East  and  West 
Jersey,  and  other  early  instruments  connected  with  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  provinces,  of  dates  from  1664  to  1682,  which  cannot  fail 
to  add  interest  to  the  collection." 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  num- 
ber of  the  Society's  "Proceedings,"  bringing  down  the  printed  record 
of  its  operations  to  the  present  time.  They  drew  attention  to  a  res- 
olution adopted  in  May,  1869,  authorizing  the  publication  of  "The 
Paris  Papers" — the  correspondence  of  John  Ferdinand  Paris  with  the 
proprietors  of  East  Jersey,  during  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century — which  had  never  been  acted  upon,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  circumstances  would  soon  warrant  its  being  carried  out.  In  this 
connection  the  Committee  referred  to  the  advantages  flowing  from 
the  establishment  of  a  publication  fund  that  would  allow  of  publica- 
tions at  regular  periods,  such  as  had  been  established  by  several  so- 
cieties, and  which  had  been  suggested  as  long  ago  as  1860 — "being 
impressed,"  said  the  Committee,  "with  a  sense  of  the  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  the  Society,  not  only  to  collect  materials  for  history,  but 
also  to  facilitate  access  to  them  by  putting  them  in  print  when  prac- 
ticable, with  a  view  to  their  wider  dissemination  and  usefulness." 
i 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names 

of  several  gentlemen  referred  to  them,  and  they  were  thereupon  bal- 
loted for,  and  duly  elected  members. 

Rev.  Marshall  B.  Smith,  with  some  remarks  verifying  its  iden- 
tity, presented  a  fragment  of  the  keel  of  the  notable  Ship  of  the  Line 
"  Royal  George,"  of  one  hundred  guns,  which  through  mismanage- 
ment, was  sunk  off  Spithead,  in  August  1782,  with  eight  hundred 
souls  on  board,  and  raised  in  1839. 

Mr.  Ernest  E.  Coe  presented  an  original  copy  of  the  Boston  Ga- 
zette of  March  12th,  1770,  containing  an  account  of  the  funeral  servi- 
ces of  those  who  fell  in  the  affray  with  the  English  soldiers  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1770. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Abeei.  presented  an  autograph  letter  from  Charles  Pettit 
to  Col.  James  Abeel,  Deputy  Quartermaster  General,  at  Morristown, 
dated  Philadelphia,  Jan.  6th,  1779,  and  a  large  voluminous  atlas,  of 
great  interest,  printed  during  the  last  century. 

Mr.  William  Nelson  drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  very 
able  article,  by  Mr.  Isaac  Craig,  in  the  Pittsburgh  Telegraph  of  April 
21st,  refuting  a  statement  in  a  Cincinnati  paper  to  the  effect  that 
"Washington's  Life  Guard  was  composed  of  Germans,  not  one  of 
whom  understood  a  word  of  English."  As  Mr.  Nelson,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Society,  read  a  paper  on  William  Colfax,  of  Pompton 
who  was  Captain  of  the  Life  Guard,  this  refutation  of  statements, 
originating  in  an  erroneous  confounding  of  two  distinct  corps,  was 
highly  important.  Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  copy  of  the  paper  re- 
ferred to. 

After  a  bountiful  repast,  spread  for  the  members  in  the  Society's 
Document  room,  President  Hamill  read  an  interesting  sketch  of 
Lawrenceville,  Mercer  county. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  and  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Dur- 
yee  upon  the  many  events  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  prominent 
men  connected  with  the  section  of  the  State  in  which  Lawrenceville 
is  situated,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hamill  for 
his  entertaining  paper,  and  that  he  be  requested,  if  not  inconsistent  with  his 
intentions,  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

A  number  of  old  and  interesting  documents,  referring  to  business 
transaction  in  Essex  county,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
were  received  from  Mr.  William  John  Potts,  of  Camden,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Congar  presented  a  large  collection  of  deeds  and  sur- 
veys and  other  papers  relating  to  early  transfers  of  property  in  this 
part  of  the  State. 

A  telegram  was  received  from  the  Rev.  George  Sheldon,  D.D.,  of 
Princeton,  asking  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  the  Society 
to  the  Princeton  Centennial  celebration  on  the  29th  of  June,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitehead,  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, which,  by  a  resolution  adopted  in  January,  had  been  charged 
with  the  consideration  of  all  co-operative  measures. 
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After  a  desultory  interchange  of  views,  reminiscences,  etc.,  in 
which  Messrs.  Voorhees,  of  Middlebush.  Aycrigg,  of  Passaic, 
Duryee,  Sykes,  Baldwin,  Swords  and  others  participated,  the  Society 
adjourned,  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  third  Thursday  of  January, 
1877. 


$esfttnt  gtemtats. 

Elected  May  18.  1876. 


EDWARD  L.  CAMPBELL. 
WILLIAM  H.  GILL.     . 
HENRY  C.  KELSEY.       . 
HENRY  S.  LITTLE.     . 
BENJAMIN  F.  LEE, 
ERNEST  L.  MEYER,   . 
BENJAMIN  C.  PARKER, 
W.  W.  L.  PHILLIPS,  M.D.,  . 
JOHN  M.  RANDALL       . 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS. 


TRENTON. 

ELIZABETH. 

TRENTON. 

.      TRENTON. 

TRENTON. 

ELIZABETH. 

SHREWSBURY. 

.     TRENTON. 

EAST  ORANGE. 

WEST  ORANGE. 


\mxmx%  ftmto. 


HENRY   C.   MURPHY 


BROOKLYN,  N.  Y 
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ANNOUNCED  MAY   18th,   1876. 

From  the  Various  Societies. — The  Historical  Society  of  Delaware. 
The  Revolutionary  soldiers  of  Delaware,  by  William  G.  Whitley, 
1875. 

The  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Annual  Report,  1875. — 
The  grasshopper  ravages  in  Minnesota. — Report  of  the  Centen- 
nial State  Board. 

The  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society,  Proceed- 
ings, 1876.— Brief  history  of  the  N.  E.  H.  &  G.  Register,  and 
the  number  for  April.  1876. 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society's  Record  for 
January  and  April,  1876. 

The  Virginia  Historical  Society. — A  newspaper  containing 
an  article  on  Virginia  libraries  in  Colonial  Times. — Photograph  of 
Thomas  B.  Wynne,  deceased,  late  Secretary  of  the  Society. — 
Newspaper  account  of  Proceedings. — Early  voyages  to  America. 
1520,1573,  by  Conway  Robinson. — Washington's  private  diaries, 
1789  to  1791. — Virginia  Historical  Reporter,  Vol.  II,  part  1. — 
Sketches  of  the  Political  Issues  of  the  Revolution. — Discourse 
before  Virginia  Historical  Society,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  1854. 

The  Georgia  Historical  Society,  Address  by  Charles  C.  Jones, 
Jr.,  on  Sergeant  William  Jasper,  1876. 

American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings,  October,  1875. — 
Transactions  of  the  Society,  Vols.  5  and  6. — Thomas'  History  of 
Printing  in  America,  2d  edition,  1874. 
From  New  York  State  Library. — Boundaries  of  the  State  of  New 
York. — Reports  of  State  Museum  of  Natural  History,  1872,  and 
N.  Y.  State  Library,  1875. 
From  Robert  Clark. — Ninth  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 

of  the  Cumberland,  1875. 
F'om  Samuel  Nichols. — The  first  six  pages  of  the  Book  of  Minutes 
of  "Newark  Fire  Company,  No.  1,"  December  30,  1799,  to  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1801. 
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From   the   Authors. — Genealogical  Notes    relating  to  the   family  of 
Scull,  compiled  by  G.  D.  Scull. 

Nashville,  the  Decisive  Battle  of  the  Rebellion,  by  General  J. 
Watts  De  Peyster. 

Historical  Address  at  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Congregationalist  Meeting  House.  Amherst, 
Mass.,  1870,  by  William  B.  Towne,  Milford,  N.  H. 

The  Ministry  at  Large,  by  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone. 

The  Voyage  of  Verrazzano — a  chapter  in  the  early  history  of 
maratime  discover  in  America,  by  Henry  C.  Murphy,  1875. 

Historical  Address  in  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Franklin, 
Indiana,  Nov.  30th,  1874,  by  Judge  D.  D.  Banta. 

History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Delphi,  Carrol  county, 
Indiana,  Nov.  28th,  1875,  by  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Ranney. 

Treatment  of  Amputations  by  the  Open  Method,  by  F.  S 
Dennis,  M.  D. 

Description  of  the  Atsion  and  Waterford  estates. — Burlington, 
Camden  and  Atlantic  Counties,  N.  J.,  by  W.  H.  B.  Thomas. 

The  Bergen  family  and  other  Long  Island  families,  by  Teunis 
G.  Bergen. — Early  account  of  Petroleum,  by  William  J.  Buck. 
From  Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry,  D.D. — Historical  papers  of  the 
American  Colonial  Church,  volume  for  Massachusetts. — Debates 
in  the  House  of  Deputies  of  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  1871. 
— Journal  and  Digest  of  the  Canons,  1874. — Annual  Convention 
of  Diocese  of  Western  New  York,  1875. — Journal  of  92d  Con- 
vention of  the  Diocese  of  New  York,  1875. — Diocese  of  Albany 
Convention  Journal,  1875. — Diocese  of  Massachusetts  Conven- 
tion, 1875. — The  complete  issues  of  the  Historical  Club  of  the 
American  Church,  1874-5 — and  fifteen  Pamphlets,  Speeches, 
Reports,  etc. 
From    William  Roome. — Old    newspapers,    1800,    1808,    1822. — A 

specimen  of  New  Jersey  Currency,  dated  April  16th,  1764. 
From  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D.— Address  of  General  T.  C.  H.  Smith, 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Washington  County  Soldiers'  Monument, 
Marietta,  Ohio,  1875. — Historical  Sketch  of  the  Schools  of  Day- 
ton, by  Robert  W.  Steele. — Civil  and  Military  Engineers  of 
America. — Sidney  Centennial,  1872. — Mannal  of  the  First  Pres- 
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byterian  Church,  Chicago. — Defense  of  Presbyterian  Doctrine  and 
Order,  by  Thomas  H.  Skinner. — History  of  the  half  century 
celebration  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Franklin,  Indiana. — 
In  memoriam  James  S.  Seymour,  by  Charles  Hawley,  D.D. — 
History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  by 
Charles  Hawley,  D.D. — Fifteenth  Anniversary  of  the  Brick- 
Church,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  1875. 

From  Beach  Vanderpool — Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  select  a 
site  and  build  an  asylum  for  the  Insane,  1875. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office. — Official  Gazette,  Vol.  9,  Nos.  1 
to  16  inclusive. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green. — Sanitary  Condition  of  Boston,  1875, 
and  other  Pamphlets. 

From  W.  P.  Garrison. — Constitution  of  the  New  England  Society 
of  Orange,  N.  J.,  7th  edition. 

From  Mrs.  James  J.  Carter. — Duplicate  list  of  the  taxes  levied  in 
Newark,  1823,  1831  and  1834.— Tax  lists  South  Wark,  1833, 
1834  and  one  year  without  date. — Poll  lists  1840,  1841  and 
1842. — The  number  of  Inhabitants  given  in  1834  is  12,725. 

From  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker. — Penn  Monthly,  February,  1876, 

From  William  A.  Whitehead. — The  Alleged  Atheism  of  the  Consti- 
tution.— Miscellaneous  pamphlets  and  maps. 

From  Charles  G.  Rockwood. — The  National  Temperance  Advocate. 
—History  of  Foly's  Gold  Pens. 

From  Mrs.  Robert  Gray. — Revolutionary  manuscripts. 

From  United  States  Coast  Survey. — Report  of  the  Superintendent, 
1872. 

From  E.  D.  Halsey. — Two  numbers  of  the  Iron  Era,  containing 
items  of  local  history. 

From  Astor  Library. — Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees,  1876. 

From  Amos  H.  Searfoss. — Copy  of  the  testimony  read  in  the  case 
of  Horace  H.  Day  vs.  Charles  Goodyear. — Minutes  Grand  Lodge, 
I.  0.  O.  F.,  of  N.  J.,  18  pamphlets. — Minutes  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  N.  J.,  11  pamphlets. 

From  John  A.  Gifford. — Badge  worn  at  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
ex-President  Jackson,  1845. 
23 
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From  FI.  Phillips,  Jr. — Newspaper  notice  of  the  earliest  American 
expeditions  to  the  Arctic  regions. 

From  Sheldon  Smith. — Washington  Astronomical  and  Meteorological 
Observations,  1873. 

From  William  Foster  Dodge. — The  Industrial  Interests  of  Newark. 

From  Francis  Barber  Ogden. — By-Laws,  etc.,  of  the  Cincinnati  of 
New  Jersey,  1876. 

From  the  Publishers. — Consecutive  numbers  of  the  National  Standard. 
— Hackettstown  Herald. — Bloomfield  Record. — Orange  Journal. 
— Weekly  State  Gazette. — Princeton  Press. — Centennial. — Amer- 
ican Journal  of  Education. — Newark  Artizan. — The  American 
Bibliopolist. 

From  United  States  Bureau  of  Education. — Circulars  of  Information. 

From  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown. — Minutes  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Synod 
of  New  Jersey,  1873,  1874  and  1875. 

From  William  M.Lee. — Almanac,  1770,  by  Nathaniel  Low,  Boston, 
Mass. — Connecticut  Journal,  February  23,  1803. 

From  Mrs.  William  Grummon. — Manuscript  copy  of  a  division  of 
lands  among  the  first  lot  right  settlers  of  Elizabethtown,  1699, 
1700,  certified  as  a  true  copy  taken  by  me,  Caleb  Jeffreys,  April 
4,  1736. 

From  R.  S.  Swords. — The  Outward  Business  of  the  House  of  God. 
— Sermon  by  G.  Z.  Gray,  1875. — Memorial  of  the  Opening  of  the 
New  York  and  Canada  Railway,  1875. — Annual  Report  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  1875. — Constitution  of  the  New  York  S. 
P.  C.  A.,  1876. — Laws  of  New  York  relating  to  children,  1875. 

From  Henry  J.  Yates. — Message  as  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Newark, 
with  Reports  of  City  Officers,  1876. 

From  R.  A.  Brock  of  Richmond,  Va. — The  vestry  book  of  Henrico 
Parish,  Va.,  1730,  1773. — Publications  of  the  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  New  Series,  No  1. — Report  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  the  Boundary  between  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
1873. — Report  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Company,  1875. — 
Report  of  the  Eastern  Lunatic  Asylum,  1873,  and  19  miscellane- 
ous pamphlets. 
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Trenton,  January  18th,  1877. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  held  its  thirty-third  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  Rooms  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  at  11:30  A.  M., 
which  proved  to  be  one  of  its  most  interesting  gatherings,  many 
prominent  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State  being  pres- 
ent, the  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.D.,  President,  and  Hon.  John 
Clement  and  Mr.  Peter  S.  Duryee,  Vice  Presidents,  presiding. 

The  Recording  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting, 
which  were  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  made  his  report  on  the  correspon- 
dence since  the  meeting  in  May.  Hon.  Henry  C.  Murphy,  of 
Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  acknowledged  his  election  as  an  honorary  member. 
Messrs.  William  Nelson  and  Benj.  Aycrigg  accepted  their  appoint- 
ments as  representatives  of  the  Society  at  the  Princeton  Centennial 
celebration.  Messrs.  C.  H.  Hart  and  J.  A.  Woodward,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  of  Indiana,  Miss  Henrietta  A. 
Day,  of  Newark,  Messrs.  F.  E.  Mather  and  0.  S.  Baldwin,  of  New 
York,  Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee,  of  Boston,  Mr.  P.  Cudmore,  of  Min- 
nesota, Mrs.  E.  Mulford  Palmer,  of  Camden,  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Interior,  U.  S.  Medical  Bureau,  and  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences,  Davenport,  Iowa,  transmitted  donations  for  the 
library.  The  Historical  Societies  of  Delaware  and  Vermont,  and 
Mr.  Thos.  C.  Murray,  of  Baltimore,  were  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
Society's  publications.     Messrs.  Samuel  Briggs,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

B.  F.  Davenport,   of    Boston,    W.  F.  Beach,   of   Macon,  Missouri, 

C.  J.  Hubbard,  of  Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Wm. 
Kelley,  of  New  York,  and  Rev.  G-.  T.  Riddell,  of  Harrison,  Maine, 
made  Genealogical  enquiries  after  families  with  whom  they  were 
connected.  Rev.  David  Craft  wrote  in  reference  to  an  intended 
history  of  Bradford  county,  Pa.,  and  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  of 
a  proposed  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Flemington,  N.  J. 
Gen.  W.  S.  Stryker,  of  Trenton,  communicated  information  respect 
ing  the  Society's  exhibits  at  the  Centennial.  Mr.  LaFayette  An- 
gleman,  of  Plainfield,  asked  for  definite  information  as  to  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  Society's  Library.  The  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  of  Worcester,  expressed  their  thanks  for  a  volume 
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of  their  Collections  returned  to  them,  and  letters  from  John  F.  Ha- 
gaman,  of  Princeton,  Hon.  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield,  Mr.  B. 
W.  Throckmorton,  of  Jersey  City,  and  other  gentlemen  had  refer- 
ence to  various  topics  connected  with  the  Society's  operations. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  report,  *  showing  a  balance  of  cash 
in  the  treasury  of  $907.17,  with  $638  due  from  members  in  arrears. 

Dr.  Samuel  H.  Pennington  submitted  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  in  which  they  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  officers 
and  special  committees  for  the  details  of  their  several  departments 
during  the  months  that  had  elapsed  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Society,  and  cordially  approved  of  the  recommendations  which 
would  be  presented  by  the  Library  Committee  relating  to  the  publi- 
cation of  a  catalogue  and  the  introduction  of  sundry  improvements. 
Although  the  whole  burden  of  the  rent  of  the  rooms  had  now  to  be 
borne  by  the  Society,  no  other  association  sharing  it  as  heretofore, 
it  was  hoped  that  the  current  receipts,  and  the  liberality  of  individ- 
ual members,  would  supply  all  the  means  needful  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  various  contemplated  projects. 

As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, the  request  of  the  Commissioners  to  place  some  of  the  Society's 
valuable  historical  relics  in  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at   Philadel- 
phia, had  been  complied  with,  and  the  following  duly  forwarded : 
No.  I.  Portrait   in  oil  of    Aaron    Burr,    presumed    to   have   been 

painted  by  Stuart. 
No.  2.  Exemplified  copy  of  the  Grant  from  Charles  II.  to  James, 

Duke  of  York,  for  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  March  12th, 

1664.     Made  for  John  Pen  wick  and  brought  to  West  Jersey 

in  1674. 
No.  3.  Original    Lease  for   a  year  from    James,  Duke  of  York,  to 

Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret,  for  the   whole  of  New  Jersey. 

Dated  June  23d,  1664. 
No.  4.  Original  Release  of  the  same,  dated  June  24th,  1664. 
No.  5.  Original  Lease  for  a  year  from  James,  Duke  of  York,  to  Sir 

George   Carteret,   for  the  Northern   part  of    New  Jersey, 

dated  July  28th,  1674. 

♦See  subsequent  page. 
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No.  6.  Original  Release  of  the  same,  dated  July  29th,  1674. 
No.  7.   Original  Quintipartite  Deed  between  Sir   Carteret,  William 
Penn,  Nicholas  Lucas,  Gawen  Lawrie,  and  Edward  Byllinge, 
dated  July  1st,  1676,   dividing  the   province   into   East   and 
West  Jersey. 
No.  8.  Original  Release  of  Elizabeth,  widow  and  Executrix   and  the 
Trustees  of  Sir  George  Carteret  to  the  first  Twelve  Proprie- 
tors of  East  Jersey,  dated  January  1st,  1681-2. 
No.  9.  Original    Release    of    James    Duke    of    York,    to  Edward 
Byllinge;   William  Penn,    Gawen   Lawrie,   Nicholas   Lucas, 
John  Eldridge  and  Edmond  Warner,  for  West  Jersey,  dated 
August  6th,  1689. 
''These  parchments  and  portraits" — said  the  Committee — "were 
properly  framed  and  boxed,  and  entrusted  to  the  special  care  of  the 
commissioners  charged  with  their  exhibition,  with  the  understanding 
that  they  were  to  be  returned  in  the  same  good  condition  free  of  all 
charges  and  expenses,  and  with  the  scarcely  needed  admonition  that 
their   loss    would    be    irreparable.       For  a  time    our  contributions 
were  not  available  for  want  of  a  proper  place  to  display  them  within 
the  Exhibition  grounds,  but  about  the  1st  of  July  they  were  by  per- 
mission of  the  Committee,  taken  to  the  fire  proof  apartments  of  the 
Academy  of  Pine  Arts  and  added  to  the  collections  of  a  like  charac- 
ter received  from  other  States  and  Historical  Societies,  where  they 
attracted  the  attentiont  hey  deserve.  A  recent  letter  from  Col.  Frank 
M.  Etting,   Chairman  of  the  Commemorative  Commission,  brings  the 
information   that  it  is  intended,   if  possible,   to  keep  the  collection 
together  until  Spring,  and  permission  is   asked  to  retain  the  contri- 
butions of    the  Society   for   some   time   longer.      The   Committee 
submit  the  request  for  the  action  of  the  Society." 

"  Since  the  last  meeting  Death  has  struck  from  our  roll  of  mem- 
bers two  gentlemen  who  were  identified  with  the  Society  from  its 
organization — Ex-Chancellor  Green  and  Mr.  Alofsen. 

"  Henry  W.  Green  was  present  and  active  in  tne  formation 
of  the  society,  at  the  meeting  held  in  the  City  Hall,  Trenton,  on  the 
27th  of  February,  1845;  became  one  of  the  Executive  Committee 
in  1851  ;  was  elected  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  in  1862,  and  in 
January,  1875,  succeeded  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  as  President.     The 
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state  of  his  health,  however,  obliged  him  to  decline  a  re-election  in 
1876.  While  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  he  was  an  attendant 
upon  our  meetings  whenever  his  public  duties  permitted,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  discussion  of  various  topics  that  at  such  times  called  for 
the  action  of  the  Society, 

"By  birth  a  Jerseyman,  Mr.  Green  received  his  early  training  in  the 
educational  institutions  of  his  native  State,  and  spent  his  whole  life, 
professional  and  official,  in  her  service ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  with 
justice  that  none  of  her  sons  has  more  worthily  or  with  greater  dis- 
tinction, adorned  her  annals,  or  labored  more  assiduously  to  promote 
the  enterprises  that  have  served  to  advance  her  prosperity  and  ele- 
vate the  moral  condition  of  her  population.  Her  noble  works  of 
philanthropy  found  in  him  a  friend  and  advocate  ;  and  her  higher  in- 
stitutions of  learning  will  cherish  in  grateful  remembrance  his  coun- 
sels and  efforts,  as  among  the  most  effective  agencies  to  which  are 
due  their  enlarged  facilities  and  their  present  deservedly  high  repu- 
tation. 

"  Of  the  bench  and  bar  of  New  Jersey  he  was  a  distinguished  or- 
nament. To  an  intellect  of  rare  capacity,  a  temperament  that 
prompted  to  the  intent  application  of  his  mental  powers  to  the  work 
before  him,  a  conscientious  sense  of  the  requirements  of  duty  to  his 
clients  and  the  public,  he  added  the  results  of  careful  culture,  ex- 
haustive research  and  profound  thought ;  qualities  which,  united  with 
a  fluent  and  impressive  diction,  made  him  eminently  successful  in 
his  earlier  forensic  efforts,  and  were  even  more  conspicuous  in  those 
opinions  and  decisions  from  the  seats  of  judicial  authority — models  of 
righteous  judgment,  varied  learning  and  stern  logic,  expressed  in 
language  pure,  terse  and  forcible — that  have  secured  him  an  exalted 
rank  among  the  jurists  of  the  State  and  the  country. 

"  Nor  were  his  virtues  in  the  more  private  relations  of  life,  though 
less  conspicuously  demonstrated,  less  worthy  of  commemoration. 
Constitutionally  ardent  and  of  warm  sympathies,  his  attachments  were 
strong  and  enduring ;  and  those  who  were  admitted  to  his  friendship 
will  hold  the  memory  of  the  privilege  among  their  most  precious 
recollections.  In  his  religious  sentiments,  he  was  earnest,  though 
simple-hearted  and  unobtrusive.  Tolerant  and  respectful  of  the 
opinions  of  others,  he  loved  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member 
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and  office  bearer,  contributed  liberally  to  her  beneficent  enterprises, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  aid  her  with  his  judicious  counsels.  His  tastes 
no  less  than  his  regard  for  official  propriety,  kept  him  aloof  from  the 
strifes  of  political  parties;  but  his  sincere  love  of  country  did  not 
permit  him  to  be  an  indifferent  observer  of  current  events.  His  keen 
insight  of  character,  his  sagacious  perception  of  the  bearings  of  agi- 
tated questions  of  State  and  National  polity,  and  his  strong  sense  of 
right,  led  him  to  the  adoption  of  decided  opinions  of  public  men  and 
public  measures,  which  were  not  concealed  from  those  who  enjoyed 
his  confidence,  nor  without  their  influence,  silently  exerted,  on  the 
popular  sentiment. 

"  Mr.  Green  was  born  in  Lawrenceville,  in  this  State,  on  the  20th 
of  September,  1804.  After  careful  preparation  under  the  care  of 
the  Rev.  Isaac  V.  Brown,  D.D.,  in  the  excellent  classical  institution 
in  his  native  village,  he  entered  the  College  of  New  Jersey  and 
graduated  thence,  with  high  honor,  in  the  year  1820,  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  with  a  class  distinguished  for  the  number  of  its  members  who 
have  risen  to  eminence  in  the  Church  and  the  State.  He  began  the 
study  of  law  under  the  late  Chief  Justice  Ewing  and  completed  his 
preparation  for  the  Bar  under  Hon.  Garret  D.  Wall.  He  was  elected 
to  the  popular  branch  ot  the  State  Legislature  in  1842,  and  in  1844 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  convention  that  formed  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  He  was  the  same  year  appointed  by  Chancellor 
Pennington  Reporter  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  1846  he  was 
nominated  by  Governor  Stratton  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  renominated  by  Governor  Fort  for  the  same  office  in  1853, 
receiving  in  both  instances  the  unanimous  confirmation  of  the  Sen- 
ate. While  occupying  this  position  he  received  from  his  Alma  Ma- 
ter the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  After  a  service  of  fourteen 
years,  with  great  distinction,  in  this  position,  he  was  in  the  year  1860 
nominated  by  Governor  Olden  Chancellor,  which  office  he  held  with 
like  distinction  till  his  retirement  in  1866. 

11  The  premature  failure  of  health  which  caused  his  retirement,  was 
doubtless  due  to  his  intense  application,  without  proper  relaxation,  to 
the  unrelenting  demands  of  official  duty.     Wisely  yielding  to  the  warn 
ing  intimation  so   far  as    to   withdraw    from    public     life,   he    still 
continued  to  perform  valuable   service  to  the  church  and  common- 
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wealth  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  "The  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,"  at  Princeton,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  the  year  1833,  and  of  which  he  became  the  honored 
President  in  the  year  1859 ;  and  as  a  trustee  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  to  which  office  he  was  chosen  in  the  year  1850.  To  his 
counsels  and  influence,  while  holding  this  important  position,  are 
largely  due  the  present  advanced  rank  of  that  seminary  of  learning 
and  the  munificent  benefactions  that  have  adorned  the  historic  soil  of 
Princeton  with  spacious  and  elegant  structures,  which  will  ever 
associate  his  family  and  ancestry  with  the  fame  and  usefulness  of  his 
venerable  Alma  Mater.  Chancellor  Green  departed  this  life  at  his 
residence  in  Trenton  on  the  19th  of  December,  1876,  in  the  72d 
year  of  his  age. 

"Solomen  Alofson's  name  is  on  our  records  among  the  original 
members  of  1845,  and  from  that  time  until  his  final  departure  from 
the  country  in  1871,  there  was  scarcely  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
at  which,  by  donation  or  otherwise,  he  did  not  manifest  the  warm 
interest  he  felt  in  its  prosperity.  From  1860  to  1867,  he  filled  the 
office  of  Treasurer,  declining  a  re-election  when  about  to  visit  the 
country  of  his  birth.  He  first  came  to  this  country  as  Secretary  to 
the  Dutch  Legation,  and  subsequently  became  connected  with  a 
prominent  banking  house  in  New  York,  and  married  a  lady  of  Jersey 
City.  His  donations  to  the  Society  were  both  of  money  and  books. 
Among  the  latter  were  over  six  hundred  distinct  works  relating 
to  our  Civil  War,  many  of  them  rare  and  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
several  busts  and  portraits  of  distinguished  men. 

"  Mr.  Alofsen  was  a  gentleman  of  education  and  culture,  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  large  and  valuable  library,  which  he  took  with  him  to 
Europe,  but  which,  much  to  his  regret,  he  was  obliged  to  sell,  about 
a  year  ago,  in  consequence  of  his  having  no  permanent  abode,  his 
time  being  spent  between  Paris,  the  residence  of  an  only  daughter, 
Arnhem,  Amsterdam  and  other  places  in  Holland.  In  1871 'he 
spent  a  few  months  in  the  United  States  renewing  his  associations 
with  his  old  friends,  and  the  many  literary  institutions  in  which  he 
had  taken  an  interest.  He  died  suddenly  at  Arnhem,  on  the  19th 
of  October,  1867,  aged  67." 

After  some  remarks  by  Col.  Swords,   Judge  Nixon,   and  the 
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President,  on  motion  of  the  first-named  gentleman  the  motion  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
that  the  transactions  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  were  in  press 
and  would  be  published  without  delay,  in  connection  with  those  of 
the  present  meeting,  making  another  number  of  the  regular  printed 
"Proceedings,"  which  extend  back  to  the  organization  of  the 
Society  in  1845. 

But  few  kindred  societies  could  prevent  a  like  continuous  history 
of  their  doings  in  print.  The  numbers  of  the  "  Proceedings  "  were 
distributed  gratuitously  to  the  resident  members  who  might  not  be  in 
arrears  when  they  were  issued.  Some  of  the  volumes  of  the  Society's 
"  Collections "  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  members  desirous  of 
having  complete  sets  were  urged  to  secure  those  they  required  with- 
out delay. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  read 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

They  submitted  a  list  of  the  additions  made  by  donations  since 
the  last  meeting,  amounting  to  eighty -five  volumes,  two  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  pamphlets,  regular  files  of  seven  newspapers,  five  man- 
uscripts, etc. 

11  These  accessions,"  said  the  Committee,  "  and  the  fact  that  a  lar- 
ger number  than  usual  of  historical  inquirers  have  frequented  the 
rooms,  testify  to  the  continual  interest  taken  in  the  Society  and  the 
recognition  of  its  usefulness. 

"  Some  additional  progress  has  been  made  since  the  last  meeting 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Catalogue,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long 
it  will  be  ready  for  publication.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing in  demonstration  of  the  actual  necessity  that  exists  for  its  com- 
pletion. To  any  library  a  catalogue  is  essential,  but  especially  so  to 
one  like  our  own,  a  depository  of  the  waifs  of  Time — of  books  and 
documents  whose  existence  even  may  not  be  known  to  the  histor- 
ical inquirer,  and  yet  may  be  of  great  interest  and  essential  value  to 
him  in  his  researches.  The  catalogue,  therefore,  becomes  itself  a 
history  of  unknown  as  well  as  known  facts,  a  complete  hand-book 
of  the  sources  whence  those  facts  may  be  derived.  Of  vast  impor- 
22 


170 


MEETING  IN  TRENTON. 


tance  is  it,  therefore,  that  our  library,  so  firmly  established  and  bid- 
ding  fair  to  grow  indefinitely  by  additions  of  the  greatest  variety, 
should  be  rendered  thoroughly  accessible  and  serviceable  by  having  a 
comprehensive,  properly  arranged  catalogue  of  the  treasures  it  pos- 
sesses. The  more  perfect  its  arrangement,  the  more  perfect  will  be 
the  arrangement  of  the  books  themselves,  in  order  that  the  changes 
consequent  upon  accumulations  in  certain  departments  may  not  inter- 
fere with,  or  encroach  upon,  the  limits  of  others.  Already  has  our 
library  by  its  growth  required  several  re-arrangements,  and  such  will 
probably  continue  to  be  the  case  until  we  shall  possess  a  proper  edi- 
fice of  our  own.  The  Committee  hope  that,  when  ready  for  the 
press,  no  hesitation  on  the  score  of  expense  will  be  felt  by  the  So- 
ciety about  ordering  the  publication  of  the  catalogue. 

"  Projected  improvements  are  being  considered,  whereby  our  cabi- 
net of  historic  relics  and  curiosities  will  be  rendered  more  attractive, 
and  our  collection  of  Manuscripts,  many  of  which  have  not  been 
properly  arranged,  may  be  more  readily  consulted. 

"The  Committee  would  renew  their  appeal  to  the  members  gener- 
ally, to  use  their  influence  to  secure  for  the  library  all  the  memorials 
of  our  past  history  of  which  they  may  have  information  as  probably 
obtainable.  Many  a  garret,  or  other  repository  of  so-considered  val- 
ueless papers,  oftentimes  contains,  when  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  a  historical  explorer,  very  interesting  documents  answering  impor- 
tant ends,  when  least  expected  furnishing  data  for  verifying  doubtful 
events  or  showing  the  fallacy  of  traditional  fables. 

"A  recent  very  valuable  and  comprehensive  work  contains  ac- 
counts of  two  interesting  events  in  the  early  history  of  East  Jersey, 
exceedingly  pleasant  to  read,  and  not  impossible,  but  far  from  prob- 
able, although  coming  to  us  with  such  favorable  surroundings,  as  no 
authority  is  given  for  the  statements.  One  of  these  events  is  the 
meeting  between  Gov.  Carteret  of  East  Jersey,  and  Gov.  Nicolls  of 
New  York,  on  the  arrival  of  the  former  to  take  possession  of  the 
province  in  1664.  The  interview  is  described  most  graphically,  all 
the  particulars  being  given  for  the  first  time  as  artistically  as  if  a 
modern  reporter  had  been  present.  The  other  event  is  the  settle- 
ment of  Elizabethtown  and  the  reception  b}r  Gov.  Carteret  shortly 
after  his  arrival,  of  a  deputation  from  Long  Island,  representing  the 
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Nicolls'  patentees.  Time,  place  and  circumstances  are  minutely 
given  and  a  speech,  full  of  exalted  figures  of  rhetoric  which  it  is  im- 
possible that  he  could  have  used,  being  put  in  the  mouth  of  the  head 
of  the  embassy  ;  the  notes  of  the  stenographer,  supposed  to  be  pres- 
ent, never  having  been  put  into  print  until  now,  when  they  come  to 
us  embellished  with  two  hundred  years  of  family  traditions  that  will 
not  bear  the  scrutiny  which  all  history  should  be  able  to  bear.  The 
pleasing  incident  in  New  England  Revolutionary  history  which  has 
given  the  name  of  Paul  Revere  such  extended  celebrity,  has  verv 
recently  been  modified  in  some  of  its  particulars — the  church  where 
the  lights  were  displayed  for  the  government  of  the  adventurous  ri- 
der and  the  name  of  the  person  who  displayed  them,  being  found  to 
differ  from  the  formerly  received  accounts,  through  the  researches  of 
the  Rev.  John  Lee  Watson,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey;  and  our  own 
experience,  since  the  last  meeting,  in  receiving  an  old,  but  well  au- 
thenticated copy  of  a  letter  written  in  1698  by  Lewis  Morris  to  the 
people  of  Elizabethtown,  relating  to  the  difficulties  that  then  existed 
in  the  Province,  throwing  new  light  on  the  views  of  that  prominent 
man  on  controverted  points  at  a  very  eventful  period  of  our  history 
— is  confirmatory  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  too  late,  even  now,  to 
discover  new  authentic  evidence  relating  to  the  earliest  events  of  our 
history,  to  establish  or  refute  what  may  be  already  known,  or  to  reveal 
additional  information  heretofore  unknown." 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names 
of  several  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  they 
were  elected  by  ballot.  New  nominations  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  Standing  Commitees  for  1877,  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  William  B.  Mott, 
L.  Spencer  Goble,  Charles  E.  Young,  Elias  N.  Miller. 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  S.  H.  Pen- 
nington, M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  William  A.  Whitehead, 
Robert  S.  Swords,  Robert  P.  Ballantine,  Abram  Coles,  M.D., 
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Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N  orris  Halsted,  F.  W.  Jackson,  E.  M. 
Shreeve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — Robert  S.  Swords,  David  Naar, 
Robert  B.  Campfield. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Ritchie,  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  and  Gen.  W.  S.  Stryker 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year.  They  subsequently  reported  the  following,  who  were  duly 
elected  : 

President — Samuel  M.  Hammill,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville. 

Vice-Presidents — John  T.  Nixon,  of  Trenton,  Peter  S.  Duryee, 
of  Newark,  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield. 

Corresponding  Secretary — William  A.  Whitehead,  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — Adolphus  P.  Young,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — Robert  S.  Swords,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — Martin  R.  Dennis,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.   Pennington,   M.D.,  of  New- 
ark ;  William  B.  Kinney,  of  Morristown  ;  John  Hall,  of  Trenton 
Samuel  Allinson,  of  Yardville ;  N.  Norris  Halsted,  of  Kearney 
Joel    Parker,    of    Freehold ;    Marcus    L.    Ward,    of   Newark 
Joseph    N.    Tuttle,    of    Newark ;     George    Sheldon,    D.D.,    of 
Princeton. 

Donations  to  the  library  were  presented  by  Mr.  Hageman, 
Judge  Buchanan  and  Miss  Stafford  ;  the  latter  also  exhibited 
the  original,  and  deposited  with  the  society  a  certified  copy,  of  the 
letter  from  the  Marine  Committee,  dated  Philadelphia,  December  13th. 
1784,  accompanying  ''Paul  Jones'  starry  flag  of  the  Bonne  Homme 
Richard,  which  was  transferred  to  the  Alliance,"  a  boarding  sword 
and  a  musket  captured  from  the  Serapis,  which  the  committee 
bestowed  upon  Lieut.  James  Bayard  Stafford,  her  father,  and  which 
are  still  in  her  possession. 

Mr.  Whitehead  stated  that  among  the  interesting  features  of 
the  exercises  in  Philadelphia,  in  July  last,  commemorative  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Independence  in  1776,  was  the  presen- 
tation in  old  Independence  Hall,  by  gentlemen  selected  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  of  brief  memoirs  of  the  Signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration, and  other  distinguished   men  of  the  time.     Of  course  the 
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names  and  services  of  several  of  New  Jersey's  noble  patriots  were 
duly  commemorated  by  gentlemen  from  the  State,  of  whom  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  one,  and  he  had  hoped  that  before  being  given  to  the 
press — as  he  understood  was  the  ultimate  intention  of  the  Commis 
sion — the  several  papers  might  have  been  communicated  to  the 
Society.  He  had  succeeded,  however,  in  securing  only  one,  beside  his 
own,  and  introduced  B.  W.  Throckmorton,  Esq.,  of  Jersey  City,  by 
whom  a  sketch  of  one  of  the  prominent  Jersey  men  of  the  time  had 
been  prepared. 

Mr.  Throckmorton  then  read  a  brief  memoir  of  John  DeHart. 
of  Elizabethtown,  who  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congress  of 
1774-5,  and  otherwise  identified  with  the  patriotic  measures  of  that 
and  subsequent  periods  of  the  revolution. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  it  was  resolved  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Throckmorton  for  his  interesting 
paper,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Adjutant  General  Stryker  presented  and  read  a  paper  on  Col. 
Philip  Johnson,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  August  27th,  1776. 

After  some  remarks  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mott,  of  Flemington,  on 
motion  of  Judge  Buchanan  the  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publications. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Whitehead,  it  was,  in  accordance  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Executve  Committee  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  National  Centennial  Com 
memoration    in    Philadelphia   be    allowed    to    retain    the    Society's 
contributions  to  their  exhibition,  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 

Mr.  Whitehead  then  read  a  memoir  of  Richard  Stockton,  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  from  this  State,  and  submitted  there- 
with, for  the  inspection  of  the  members,  the  original  minutes 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1776,  containing  the  instructions  of  that  body  to  their  represent;! 
tives  in  the  Continental  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pennington   the  thanks  of  the   Society  were 


174  MEETING  IN  TRENTON. 

voted  to  Mr.  Whitehead,  and   he   was   requested  to  place  a  copy  of 
his  paper  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  3.30  P.  M.,  and  on  reassem- 
bling Mr.  Ritchie  offering  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mott  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Society  with  a  paper  on  the  histoiy  of  Hunterdon  county,  to  be  read 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Mott  was  understood  to  accede  to  the  request  to  prepare  the 
paper,  but  would  not  engage  to  have  it  ready  for  the  next  meeting. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  made  some  remarks  upon  the  value  of  the 
numerous  historical  papers,  addresses  and  sermons  which  the  Cen- 
tennial year  had  produced,  and  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Rosolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to 
present  to  the  Societ}7-  at  the  meeting  in  May  next,  to  be  placed  on 
our  records,  a  condensed  statement  of  the  various  celebrations,  civic 
and  military,  that  were  held  in  various  places  in  che  State  during  the 
past  year,  in  commemoration  of  the  Centennial  of  our  National  In- 
dependence. 

In  furtherance  of  the  same  object,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  it  was  :  Resolved  that  the  Society  issue  a  call  requesting  that 
copies  of  all  historical  discourses  delivered  in  New  Jersey  during 
the  Centennial  year  may  be  forwarded  to  the  library. 

The  Hon.  John  F.  Hageman,  of  Princeton,  then  read  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  valuable  paper  on  "  Princeton  in  the  Revolu- 
tion," containing  much  information  relating  to  that  eventful  period 
that  Mr.  Hageman's  researches  have  elicited  from  original  sources, 
which  was  listened  to  with  much  satisfaction. 

On  its  conclusion,  Judge  Nixon,  after  some  complimentary  re- 
marks, offered  the  usual  vote  of  thanks,  accompanied  with  a  request 
that,  should  it  not  conflict  with  Mr.  Hageman's  intentions,  the  Soci- 
ety would  be  pleased  to  have  a  copy  placed  at  its  disposal.  It  was 
understood,  however,  that  the  paper  constituted  a  portion  only,  of  a 
work  he  is  preparing  for  the  press  on  the  history  of  Princeton. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  fer  the  use  of  their  rooms,  the  Society  ad- 
journed to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  third  Thursday  of  May  next 
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ANNOUNCED   JANUARY  18th,   1877. 

From  Joseph  L.  Tuttle,  D.D. — Historical  Discourses;  Inaugural  Ad- 
dresses and  Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  one  hundred  and  two  in  all. 
From  George  W.  Seward.—  The  Pulpit  of  the  American  Revolution, 

by  J.  Wingate  Thornton. 
From   Hon.    F.   H.   Teese. — President's   Message   and    Documents, 

(abridgment)   1875-6. 
From  R.  S.  Swords. — Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Newark,  N.  J.      Proceeding   at  8th  annual  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Trade,  1876.     Rules  and  Regulations    18th  Fair 
N.  J.  Agricultural  Society. 
From  Thomas  F.  DeVoe. — Rode's  New  York  City  Directory,  1854-5. 

Trow's  do.,  1856-7. 
From  State  of  Michigan. — Sketches  of  the   History,  Resources  and 

Industries  of  Michigan,  1876, 
From  Edmund  Quincy. — Speeches  of  Josiah  Quincy,  1805-1813. 
From  the  Authors. — Historical   Discourse  in   Presbyterian  Church, 
Perth  Amboy,  July,  1876,  by  Rev.  Aaron  Peck.     Speech  on  the 
Admission  of  New  Mexico,  1876,  by  F.  H.  Teese,  M.C. 

The  Conference  at  Bonn,  1875,  by  Wm.  Stevens  Perry,  D.D. 
Historical  Address,  Groton,  Mass.,  second  edition,  by  Samuel 
A.  Green,  M.  D. 

Oration  and  Centennial  Proceedings,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  by  C. 
H.  Winfield. 

The  Civil  Government  of  the  States  and  the  Constitutional  His- 
tory of  the  United  States,  by  P.  Cudmore,  second  edition,  1875. 
Sermon  before  Prot.  Epis.  Convention,  N.  J.,  1876,  by  George 
Morgan  Hills,  D.D. 

Sermon   in  the  church   at  Harrison  Square,  Dorchester,  1876, 
and  Thoughts  for  Christmas,  1873,  by  C.  D.  Bradlee. 

A  Century  of  Beneficence,  1769-1869,  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Corporation  for  the  relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphan  children  of 
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Clergymen    in   the   Prot.    Epis.   Church   of    Pa.,   by   John   Wm. 
Wallace,  Phila.,    1870. 

Sermon   before  the  last  convention  of  the  undivided  Diocese  of 
Western  New  York,  1868,  by  Geo.  Morgan  Hills,  D.D. 

Memoir  of   Sir.  Wm.   Penn,    Knight,   etc.,  by    P.  S.  P.  Con- 
ner. 

The  Reed  Controversy,  by  Wm.  S.  Stryker. 

Historical   discourse,  Wyalusing   Pres.  Church,  1869,  by  Rev. 
D.  Craft. 

Family  record  of   Robert    Bond   and   Jacob  Price,  by  Mrs. 
Daniel  Price. 

History  and  description  of  Cedar  Lawn  Cemetery,  by  William 
Nelson. 

Indiana  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  by  H.  H.  Terrell. 

Historical  discourse  Presbyterian  church,  Madison,  N.  J.,  1865. 
Rev.  Robert  Aikman. 

Historical  and  Statistical  memoranda  relative  to  Passaic  County, 
N.  J.,  by  William  Nelson. 

The  Bible  in  the  past  one  hundred  years,  by  Rev.  William  J. 
R.  Taylor,  D.D. 

A  memorial  of  Increase  Allen  Lapham  Reall,  before  Wiscon- 
sin Natural  History  Society,  by  Charles  Mann. 

Memoir  of  John  Maclean,  M.D.,   the  first  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try in  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  by  his  son  John  Maclean,  D.D. 
Privately  Printed,  1876. 
.From  — Donations  to  the  people  of  Boston, 

suffering   under  the   Port   Bill,    1774-77.      The    Garrison  Mob, 
Edited  by  Theodore  Lyman.     The  Sanitarian,  Dec,  1876. 
From  Henry   Phillips,   Jr. — Newspaper    slips    containing  "A  Pre- 

Historic  Pompeii." 
From  Dr.  S.  A    Green. — Thirteen  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  Rev.  W.  S.  Perry,  D.D. — Ten  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  the  Publishers. — The   Irish   Citizen,   June  24th. — Consecutive 
numbers  of  Princeton  Press. — National  Standard. — State  Gazette 
— Orange  Journal — Bloomfield  Record — American  Bibliopolist — 
American  Journal  of  Education — Hackettstown  Herald — Newark 
Artizan — American   Literary    Bureau,    July,    1876,    2    copies — 
23 
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American  Library  Journal,  Vol,  1. — Penn  Monthly,  Sept.,  1876. 

From  Mr.  Morehouse. — School  Laws  of  Michigan — Anniversary  of 
the  Baptist  church,  Portland — Course  of  study  in  Public  schools, 
Portland. 

From  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  N.  J. — Proceed- 
ings, 1874-76. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office. — Official  Gazette,  Vols.  9  and  10. 
General  index,  1875. 

From  Edmund  D.  Halsey. — Fac  simile  of  the  original  "  Morristown 
Ghost,"  as  published  in  1792. 

From  H.  E.  Sibley. — Sermon  before  Protestant  Episcopal  Conven- 
tion, 1876,  by  George  Morgan  Hills,  D.D. 

From  George  F.  Tuttle. — William  Tuttle  of  New  Haven,  1635. 
Address  at  the  Tuttle  gathering,  by  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. 

From  Frederick  Mather. — The  Dewitt  Dispensary.  Annual  reports 
1851-1876. 

From  Rev.  John  L.  Watson,  LL.D. — The  Paul  Revere  Signal  Lan- 
terns shown  from  Christ  church,  Boston — Memoirs  of  the  Mars- 
tons  of  Salem,  reprint  from  N.  E.  Gen.  and  Biog.  Reg.,  1873. 

From  Miss  Henrietta  Bay. — Newark  Gazette,  No.  1,  Vol.  14,  1798. 
— True  American,  July,  1802. 

From  R.  A.  Brock. — Virginia  newspapers,  containing  historical 
articles. 

From  United  States  Coast  Survey  Office. — Report,  1873. 

From  Pennsylvania  Cnmmissioners  of  Public  Charities. — Sixth 
annual  report,  1876. 

From  United  States  Engineer  Department. — Report  of  explorations 
across  the  great  Basin  of  Utah,  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Simpson. 

From  Mrs.  William  H.  Hussey. — Taxation  of  Women,  by  William 
L.  Bowditch,  and  other  pamphlets — Memoir  of  Isaac  Collins, 
Historical  discourse,  Springfield,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Teller. 

From  the  Brazil  Centennial  Commission. — The  Empire  of  Brazil  at 
the  Universal  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  in  English,  French  and 
German.  3  Vols — Agricultural  instructions  for  those  who  may 
emigrate  to  Brazil — Catalogues,  etc.,  7  pamphlets. 

From  William  Nelson. — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Freeholders 
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of  Passaic  County,  1876 — Reports  of  city  officers,  Paterson,  N.  J., 
1876 — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Paterson. 

From  Robert  Clark. — Pre-Historic  Remains,  Cincinnati. 

From  Robert  Clark  &  Co. — Bibliotheca  Americana. 

From  William  R.  Duryee. — Centennial  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Com- 
munipaw  and  Lafayette,  N.  J.,  1876. 

From  Vernon  Royle. — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Paterson 
N.  J.,  1876. 

From  Worcester  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. — Abstract  of 
the  President's  report,  1876. 

From  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. — Thirty-six  volumes 
Congressional  documents — Public  Libraries  in  the  U.  S.,  Part  1. 

F'om  J.  Swinburne. — Third  annual  report  of  the  Paterson  Board  of 
Trade,  1876. 

From  Hon.  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen. — Medical  and  Surgical  His- 
tory of  the  Rebellion,  Vol.  2. 

From  William  A.  Whitehead. — Forty  pamphlets — Broadside — news- 
paper slips,  etc. — Historical  sketch  of  Key  West,  Florida,  1876. 

From  Yale  College. — Catalogue  of  Officers  and  Students,  1876--7 — 
Obituary  record,  1876. 

From  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York. — Catalogue  of  English  prose 
fiction  in  the  Library. 

From  the  Essex  Institute. — Bulletin  Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12  of  Vol.  7,  Jan- 
uary and  February — Historical  Collections,  April  to  July — Cata- 
logues, ecc. 

From  the  New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society — The  So- 
ciety's Record,  July  and  October,  1876,  Jaiauary,  1877. 

From  American  Philosophical  Society. — Proceedings,  Vol.  16,  No.  97. 

From  New  England  Historic  and  Geneological  Society. —  Register 
for  July  and  October,  1876,  January,  1877. 

From  Georgia  Historical  Society. — Proceedings  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Hodgson  Hall,  1876. 

From  Chicago  Public  Library — Fourth  Annual  Report. 

From  Davenport  Ioioa  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. — Proceedings, 
Vol.  1867,   1876. 

From  Historical  Society,  Minnesota. — History  of  St  Paul. 

From  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. — History,  Manners  and  Cus- 
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toms  of  the  Indian  Nations,  by  Rev.   John  Heckewelder,  new 
edition,  1876 — Catalogue  of  Charities  conducted  by  women — Bio- 
graphical sketch  of  William  Penn. 
From  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. — Proceedings,    1875-6.  Vols. 

2  and  3. 
From  Maryland  Historical  Society. — Journal  of  Charles   Carroll   of 

Carrollton,  1776. 
From  New  England  Society  of  Orange,  N.  J. — Scenery,  No  1,  1876. 
From    Vermont  Historical  Society. — Address  by  Hon.   Edward    A. 

Sowle,  1876. 
From  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio. — Reports,   1874, 

1875-6. 
From  Smithsonian  Institution.- — Contributions  to  Knowledge.     Vols. 
20  and  21.     Reports,    1863,    '65,    '68,   '69,    '70— The  Empire  of 
Brazil  at  the  Universal  Exhibition  of  1876  in  Philadelphia. 
From  the  Grand  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.  of  iV.  J. — Minutes  of  session  of 

1876. 
From    Grand  Lodge   of  A.  F.  &  A.  Masons  of  Iowa. — Proceedings, 
Vols.  1  to  6.     Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Iowa, 
Vol.  1  and  2.    Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa,  1873 — 9  volumes. 
From  Henry   Congar — Historical  Discourse,  Springfield,   N.  J.,   by 

Rev.  H.  W.  Teller. 
From  Abraham   Van  Fleet. — History  of  the  Presbyterian   Church, 

Flemington,  N.  J. — 2  copies. 
From  Dr.  Samuel  Lilley — China  and  Her  Neighbors,  in  Chinese  Lan- 
guage, by  Rev.  Young  J.  Allen — Four  Numbers  of  a  Periodical 
in  the  Chinese  Language,  January  3d,10th,  Sept.  7th,14th,  1874. 
From  0.  S.  Baldwin — Baldwin's  Monthly. 
From  James  D.  Broion. — One  dollar  note  of  Confederate   States  of 

America,  1862. 
From  George  R.  Swords. — Sharks  Teeth    from    fossil    beds   in  the 

Ashley  River,  S.  C. 
From  Angus  McDonald. — Arrow  Head  found  at  Culpepper,  Va. 
From  Charles  J.   Williams. — Three  dollar  bank  note,  Manufacturers' 
Bank,  Belleville,  N.  J.,  1836. 
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From  Charles  Henry  Hart,  Philadelphia. — Three  manuscripts. 
From  William   Grummon,   H.  J. — Deed  Tabitha  Wood  to  Ichabod 
Grummon,  1762,  for  Land  near  Elizabeth. 


$tsfowtt  lUmta  dEUcteJr. 

January  18th,   1877. 

Rev.  John  Ewing,  Clinton,  Hunterdon  Co. 
Josiah  P.  Huntoon,  Paterson. 
Leslie  D.  Ward,  M.  D.,  Newark. 
Henry  M.  Crowell,   Newark. 

Wharton  Dickinson,  Scranton,  Pa. 
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LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  JANUARY  18th,  1877. 


Letter  from   Lewis  Morris  to  the  People  of  Elizabethtown. 
Received  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Woodward  of  Philadelphia. 


*#*  The  events  of  the  year  1698  were  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  inhabitants 
of  East  Jersey.  The  difficulties  attendant  upon  the  government  of  the  Pro- 
prietaries had  become  yearly  more  manifest.  With  a  portion  of  them  in  Eng- 
land, having  no  personal  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  their  own  measures, 
and  another  portion  in  the  province,  having  different  views  as  to  what  would 
most  conduce  to  its  welfare,  it  was  impossible  to  secure  the  harmony  of  action, 
without  which  progress  in  the  essentials  of  prosperity  could  not  be  made . 
Jeremiah  Basse  had  arrived  with  his  commission  as  Governor — defective  from  its 
not  having  the  King's  approval,  and  the  assent  of  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
proprietaries,  sixteen  being  requisite,  whereas,  he  had  only  ten — and  had 
placed  himself  at  once  in  an  antagonistic  position  to  many  prominent  men  of 
the  province,  who  had  the  boldness  to  call  his  authority  in  question.  Lewis 
Morris,  one  of  these,  he  had  turned  out  of  the  Council  and  caused  to  be  fined  and 
imprisoned  for  contempt  of  one  of  his  courts,  and  the  following  letter,  writ- 
ten while  Morris  was  yet  burning  with  indignation  at  the  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived, will  be  found  to  contain  much  respecting  the  proprietaries  as  a  body 
that  differs  materially  from  his  usual  course,  which  was  to  sustain  them 
in  the  prerogatives  they  claimed;  and  ten  years  later  he  rendered  them  essential 
service  in  England,  whither  he  went  to  advance  their  interests  in  the  settlement 
of  the  momentous  questions,  involved  in  the  surrender  of  the  government  to 
the  Crown.  [See  East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors,  pp.  196-199,  211-219.] 
The  letter  as  here  given  being  printed  from  a  copy  of  a  copy,  the  author 
should  not  be  held  accountable  for  many  pecularities,  especially  of  orthography 
and  punctuation,  and  it  is  very  evident  that  the  copyist  has  failed  to  decipher 
correctly  some  of  his  sentences. — Ed. 

Tinton,  July  13th,  1698. 
Gentlemen: — Upon   notice    I   had   that  you    were  Design'd   to 
solicit  his  Majesty  ;  I  was  very  glad  you  were  resolute   to  alter   the 
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present  Circumstances,  and  I  could  wish  the  other  towns  of  this  un- 
happy province  were  as  Sensible  of  their  Condition  as  you  are.  I 
must  confess  I  should  not  be  much  troubled  were  those  who  believe 
the  prop'rs  C — ts  &  f — sl  &  love  their  Government  the  only  persons 
hurt  by  it.  But  since  there  are  others  that  are  Involved  (by  the 
folly  and  sluggishness  of  the  former)  under  the  same  Calamity  of 
being  governed  by  base  inconsiderable  persons,  who  really  have  not 
the  right  to  govern  I  think  it  is  hard. 

Nay  even  amonge  the  mock  Lords  proprietors,  there  are  some  that 
deny  the  use  of  arms,  a  tenat  not  the  safest  to  be  held  by  those  that 
pretend  a  right  to  govern  ;  It  leaves  us  Naked  &  Defenceless  a  pray 
to  any  bold  Intruder,  Subject  to  all  the  Rage  of  a  Cruell  Enemy  and 
the  Barbarous  Insults  of  the  perfideous  Heathen  that  are  round  about 
us — I  have  said  the  proprietors  have  not  the  right  to  govern.  And 
it  is  from  these  reasons  : 

1st.  It  was  only  Granted  to  the  Duke  and  Could  not  be  granted 
by  him  to  them :  Especially  it  could  not  be  purchased  by  them  as  a 
property,  for  if  it  could  be  purchased  by  24,  these  24  Might  Divide 
&  Subdivide  and  so  we  shall  have  24  or  2400  ports  for  they  pretend 
to  have  purchased  both,  and  they  Claim  the  ports  as  their  property, 
as    well  as  the  Government,  and  they  have  a  Like  right  to  both. 

The  power  of  Erecting  ports  being  in  the  Lords  &c,  and  the 
power  of  Government  in  the  Nation  of  England  who  never  sold  it 
to  the  proprietors  I  Believe  :  and  if  the  King  (of  whom  they  pretend 
to  have  purchased),  Can  sell  any  of  the  Governmen  the  can  sell  the 
whole  to  a  subject,  or  to  a  foreigner  for  I  know  of  no  law  that  Restrains 
the  one  and  Tolerates  the  other,  &  so  may  sell  the  Kingdom  of  Eng- 
land to  the  King  of  Prance  to  Morrow, — and  it  seems  to  me  a  Con- 
tradiction to  have  the  property  of  Goverment :  and  at  the  same 
time  be  a  subject. 

2dly.  If  the  Goverment  is  Alienable,  I  cannot  find  that  it  ever  was 
aliened  to  the  24  ;  Nor  so  much  as  liberty  given  them  to  Govern 
(as  they  do)  or  Otherways.  The  Kings  Subjects,  for  the  24  Nature] 
Bodys  of  Thomas  Hart,  Peter  Sonmans  and  the  rest  were  never  l>\ 
the  King  Incorporated,  and  mad$  one  body  politique,  by  any  name 

•So  in  the  copy,  but  the  meauiug  is  not  apparent. 
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nor  of  any  place,  Nor  none  of  their  grants  have  words  Sufficient  in 
the  Law  to  make  them  so,  Urgo  no  right  to  govern  &c.  After  all 
granting  it  Lawfull  for  the  proprieters  to  govern,  I  humbly  Conceive 
it  is  not  Expedient  they  should  for  the  following  Reasons  : 

Impr'8  they  are  both  Judge  &  party  which  Cannot  be  safe  for  the 
people. 

2dly.  If  it  was  possible  to  Obtain  a  Judgment  against  them  they 
have  no  Effects  nor  are  their  bodys  here,  &  if  they  were,  how  would 
and  proper,2  is  it  to  keep  the  Goven'r  &  propri'"  in  position  and 
the  Govern''  &  propri'rs  by  their  Warrants  Levy  of  Distress  upon 
the  Gover'rs  &  preprie'rs  goods. 

3dly.  In  case  any  tax  be  Levied  the  propr'rs  lands  pays  Nothing 
which  would  be  Remidied  if  we  were  under  another  GovernmH. 

4thly.  All  that  purchast  Land  of  the  Indians  by  Gove'r  Nicholas 
Leave  would  pay  them  no  Quit  rents,  which  would  keep  money  in 
the  Country. 

5thly.  While  the  propri'rs  keep  the  Govern'*  it  keeps  up  the  price 
of  their  own  Lands  and  Leaves  that  of  the  inhabitants. 

6thly.  Their  keeping  the  said  Goverment  makes  the  Quit  rents  of 
twice  the  Value  that  otherwise  they  would  be. 

7thly.  There  is  no  Believeing  any  thing  they  say,  or  write,  as 
may  be  seen  in  the  following  instances  : 

Contradiction — Imprimus  They  pretend  to  ports  as  a  property 
purchast  by  them,  Mr.  Coll  Bass  their  Gove'r  in  his  last  proclama- 
tion says  tis  Appointed  by  the  Lords,  &c. 

Affirmation — In  their  Concessions  they  say  Lands  possest  seven 
years  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  Resurvey. 

Contradi'n — Their  Surveyor  Resurveys  and  they  patent  Land 
after  three  times  Seven  Years  possession. 

Affir'u — They  say  in  their  last  letter  (when  Mr.  Willocks  signs  as 
one  of  them)  that  the  Act  of  parliment  Disabled  Coll.  Hamilton  Be- 
cause a  Scotchman  &c. 

Contr"1 — Thomas  Gorden,  Esq'r  no  more  an  Englishman  than 
Coll.  Hamilton  is  their  Secretary  and  Mr.  Willocks  (as  I  am  Inform 'd) 
one  of  the  Councill  and  their  Surveyor  Generall. 

8  The  copyist  here  evidently  at  fault. 
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What  need,  I  instance  more,  here  is  say  and  unsay  enough  and  I 
know  yon  are  very  sensible  of  them  so  must  Every  Body  Else  thai 
will  give  themselves  Liberty  to  think,  and  if  it  be  Either  Safe  or 
Honorable  to  live  under  Such  masters  then  I  mistake. 

They  that  like  the  proprieters  Govern''  may  say  what  they  please 
of  the  King's  Govern''  and  of  the  Taxes  &  Hurdens  &c.  But  as  the 
worthy  Mr  Hamilton  said  its  much  better  to  be  Govern'd  by  the  head 
than  by  the  feet.  Their  quit  rents  are  an  unjust  tax  upon  us  &  our 
heirs  forever,  and  their  Surveyors  pinching  here  a  bitt  and  there 
a  patch  out  of  the  Lands  of  honest  men,  which  they  have  wrought 
very  hard  to  pay  for  is  not  the  most  pleasing  thing  that  Ever  was 
done. 

And  as  much  as  they  Cry  out  against  New  York  and  the  great 
hurt  it  will  be  to  the  people  to  be  under  the  King's  Govern'' — yet  if 
Mr.  Willocks  Sells  the  Quit  rents  and  the  people  Refuse  to  main- 
taine  some  Lousy  fellow  that  they  send  for  a  Governor  they'l  be  the 
first  that  will  put  us  there  to  be  under  all  the  Hardships  afores"1  tis 
what  they  have  often  threatened  us  with  though  they  dare  as  well 
Eat  fire  as  to  do  it  till  they  have  gott  what  they  Can  out  of  us,  which 
they  Expect  to  be  .£6000  pounds,  and  then  they'l  do  it  not  for  our 
punishment  but  their  own  Conveniency,  for  God  knows  they  Care  not 
one  straw  whether  the  King  or  the  Devil  has  the  Govern't,  if  they 
have  the  Money  in  it.  Wretches  that  Consider  not  what  will  be- 
come of  this  poor  Country  (for  such  it  will  be  with  a  witness  if  ever 
the  propri""8  gett  the  half  of  6000  Pounds,  out  of  it)  so  as  their 
Voracious  Appetites  be  but  satisfied. 

I  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  of  their  Admirers  Instance  but  one 
good  thing  the  propri'"  have  done  for  the  Country,  show  where  they 
have  perform'd  any  of  the  Many  promises  they  have  made  in  their 
Consessions  &  by  their  GoverH — what  trust,  what  faith  is  there,  in 
them,  what  truth  in  their  Letters  where  is  their  Integrity,  Justice, 
Honesty  &  fair  Dealing  with  the  Country.  Instance  you  thai  can 
for  I  cannot. 

Now  after  all  shall  we  Lye  in  the  Ditch  and  Cry  help  Lord.  There 
is  a  fable  in  .Esops  of  a  Country  Man  that  had  Cart  Mired  ami 
prayed  to  Jubiter  for  help,  Jubiter  being  Easily  Emtreated  bid  the 
23 
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Swaine  put  his  Back  to  the  wheels,  and  Immediately  his  Oxen  be- 
ing sent  forward  drew  his  Cart  out  of  the  mire,  We  are  in  the 
Swaine's  Case  Deeply  in  the  Mire  and  a  heavy  Load  upon  our  Backs, 
and  we  pray  and  pray  and  pray  again,  we  are  never  like  to  gett  out 
Except  we  pay  as  well  as  pray,  we  must  all  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheels  or  twont  do.     The  poet  is  much  in  the   right  when  he   says 

We  to  our  selves  are  G-ods,  they  thrive  who  dare. 
And  forbear  is  a  too 1  to  Sloughfull  prayer. 

My  Zeal  for  the  cause  I  fear  has  made  me  tire  your  patience.  I 
shall  conclude  by  telling  you  I  believe  Mr.  Nichols3  will  be  the  fittest 
man  to  serve  you.  If  he  declines  it  as  I  hope  he  will  not,  if  you 
will  Except  my  service  I  will  do  my  endeavour  to  serve  you  to 
Effect,  and  will  raise  two  hundred  pounds  to  help  bear  my  Expenses. 
But  whatever  you  do  Gett  Mr.  Nichols  and  let  not  a  small  sum  part 
you  from  him,  and  so  I  profess  myself  to  be  gentlemen 

A  Zealout  to  your  true  Interest  and 
Your  most  Humble  Servant, 

LEWIS  MORRIS. 

A    Copy    taken    Signed 
Samuell  Whitehead. 

A  Copy  of  Do  taken, 

By  Hugh  Hartshorne. 

Endorsed  "A  Copy  of  Coll.  Morris's  Letter  to  Elizabeth-town." 


1  So  in  copy. 

2  Presumed  to  be  William  Nichols  of  New  York,  who  had  been  engaged  as 
Council  in  the  case  of  Jeffrey  Jones  vs.  Fullerton  on  an  appeal  to  the  King  in 
Council  1696-1.     See  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.  Proceedings,  2d  series,  vol.  1,  page  175. 
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COLONEL    PHILIP    JOHNSON. 

BY 

adjutant  general  wm.  s.  stryker. 
Read    before    the    Society    January    18th,    1877. 


One  of  the  first  New  Jersey  officers  who  gave  his  life  for  the 
liberties  of  his  country  in  the  war  of  independence  was  Colonel 
Philip  Johnson,  of  Hunterdon  County.  His  father  was  Samuel 
Johnson,  who  held  a  commission  as  magistrate,  in  that  part  of  the 
colony,  for  more  than  thirty  years  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  His  mother  was  of  French  descent,  her 
maiden  name  being  Mary  Casie>.  Judge  Johnson  erected  a  stone 
dwelling  at  Sidney,  massive  in  size  and  appearance,  very  strongly 
built,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  kind  of  rendezvous  for  all  the  neigh- 
borhood in  case  of  an  Indian  invasion,  a  place  suitable  in  every  par- 
ticular for  refuge  and  defence.  In  the  spacious  rooms  of  this  dwell- 
ing he  was  accustomed  to  hold  his  court  and  administer  justice  to  the 
people  of  that  section,  of  what  is  now  Hunterdon  and  Warren 
Counties.  As  may  be  supposed  he  was  possessed  of  large  wealth, 
and  this  he  dispensed  freely  in  charity,  and  in  the  cause  of  religion. 
He  was  during  his  life  one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  the  well 
known  Bethlehem  Church.  Judge  Johnson  had  seven  children  older 
than  Philip,  by  his  first  wife  Sarah  Oakley,  formerly  a  resident  of 
Trenton.  She  died  on  the  first  of  June,  1739,  and  he  married  again, 
as  stated,  the  following  year.  Philip  Johnson  was  born  at  Sidney, 
August  27th,  1741.  In  the  year  1755  he  entered  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  but  after  a  few  months  spent  there  he  abandoned  his 
studies  for  a  military  life,  and  connected  himself  with  the  New  Jer- 
sey Battalion,  in  the  French  War.  For  several  years  thereafter  he 
saw  much  active  service,  and  gained  some  reputation  as  a  brave 
soldier.      He  is  spoken  of  as  a  very  handsome  man,   very  tall,   of 
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great  physical  strength,  and  of  great  personal  courage.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Rachel  Martin,  a  connection  of  the  South  Carolina  family 
of  that  name.  They  had  three  children,  Mary,  Rachel  and  Elizabeth. 
The  eldest,  Mary,  married  Joseph  Scudder,  of  Monmouth  County,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  the  distinguished  missionary  family  of  that 
name.  When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he  was  ready  with 
patriotic  zeal  to  fight  for  the  freedom  of  his  country  from  British 
rule.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1776,  the  Continental  Congress  resolved 
that  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  furnish  thirty-three 
hundred  men  to  re-inforce  the  army  at  New  York.  Under  this  call 
for  troops  five  battalions  were  organized,  and  brigaded  under  Briga- 
dier General  Nathaniel  Heard.  Stephen  Hunt  was  commissioned 
Colonel  of  one  of  these  battalions,  consisting  of  three  companies  from 
Somerset  County,  and  five  companies  from  Hunterdon  County,  and 
Philip  Johnson  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  same,  June  14th, 
1776.  On  the  12th  of  July  Colonel  Hunt  resigned  on  account  of 
disability,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  was  promoted  Colonel, 
August  1st,  1776.  Colonel  Johnson  commanded  his  battalion  of 
twenty-two  officers  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men  for 
only  about  three  weeks,  in  the  month  of  August,  when  he  was  ordered 
with  Major  General  John  Sullivan's  division,  to  the  field  on  which 
was  fought  the  terrible  battle  of  Long  Island.  Here  he  did  good 
service  for  liberty's  cause,  resisting  on  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
line  the  fierce  assault  of  Colonel  Dorp's  battalions  of  Hessian  yagers, 
riflemen  and  grenadiers  at  the  redoubt  at  Flatbush  Pass,  until  the 
fatal  bullet  started  his  life-blood.  On  his  very  birth-day,  August 
27th,  1776,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  gave  his  life  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  America.  In  the  manuscripts  of  General  Jeremiah  Johnson 
we  find  the  following  mention  of  this  soldier :  "  In  the  action  of  Long 
Island,  Colonel  Johnson  of  General  Sullivan's  division  behaved  with 
remarkable  intrepidity  and  heroism.  By  the  well  directed  fire  of 
his  regiment  the  enemy  were  several  times  repulsed,  and  lines  were 
made  through  them,  till  he  received  a  ball  in  his  breast  which  put 
an  end  to  the  life  of  as  gallant  an  officer  as  ever  commanded  a  bat- 
talion." General  Sullivan  who  was  riding  near  him  when  he  was 
killed,  said  of  him,  "  No  officer  could  have  behaved  with  greater  firm- 
ness and  bravery  throughout  the  action  than  Colonel  Johnson."   The 
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manuscript  referred  to  closes  the  allusion  to  him  with  these  words, 
"He  sacrificed  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country,  and  lei  bis  memor] 
be  dear  to  every  American  heart,  as  Ions;  as  the  spirit  which  led  liim 
to  the  field  shall  actuate  the  sons  of  freedom." 


MEMOIR 


OF 


JOHN  DE  HART, 


Since  the  foregoing  sketch  was  printed  it  has  been  discovered 
that  the  Colonel  signed  bis  name  li  Johnston,"  although  in  all 
the  records  it  appears  as  given  in  the  sketch. 


Even  among  the  many,  who  seldom  pursue  historical  investigations 
with  vigor,  his  name  is  not  unknown  as  that  of  a  man  of  high  cul 
ture,  and  unimpeached  integrity  of  character.  Yet,  strange  to  say, 
history  has  recorded  but  little  respecting  him,  and  aside  from  meagre 
outlines  preserved  in  books,  one  searches  in  vain  for  any  well  au- 
thenticated tradition  or  anecdote  connected  with  his  career. 

John  DeHart  was  born  in  the  year  1729,  at  Elizabethtown,  New 
Jersey-  His  birth-place  remains  to  this  day  scarcely  altered,  a  ven- 
erated land  mark;   quaint,  almost  prosaic,  in  spite  of  its  associations. 

His  boyhood  and  youth  were  uneventful.  He  began  active  life 
as  a  lawyer  in  early  manhood.  His  abilities  in  this  exalted  field 
soon  became  recognized,  and  several  years  of  successful  practice  fol- 
lowed. The  time  however  ere  long  arrived  when  the  lawyer  lost 
his  identity  in  the  Patriot. 

The  passage  of  the  famous  Stamp  Act  in  1764  excited  the  utmost 
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great  physical  strength,  and  of  great  personal  courage.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Rachel  Martin,  a  connection  of  the  South  Carolina  family 
of  that  name.  They  had  three  children,  Mary,  Rachel  and  Elizabeth. 
The  eldest,  Mary,  married  Joseph  Scudder,  of  Monmouth  County,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  the  distinguished  missionary  family  of  that 
name.  When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he  was  ready  with 
patriotic  zeal  to  fight  for  the  freedom  of  his  country  from  British 
rule.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1776,  the  Continental  Congress  resolved 
that  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  furnish  thirty-three 
hundred  men  to  re-inforce  the  army  at  New  York.  Under  this  call 
for  troops  five  battalions  were  organized,  and  brigaded  under  Briga- 
dier General  Nathaniel  Heard.  Stephen  Hunt  was  commissioned 
Colonel  of  one  of  these  battalions,  consisting  of  three  companies  from 
Somerset  County,  and  five  companies  from  Hunterdon  County,  and 
Philip  Johnson  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  same,  June  14th, 
1776.  On  the  12th  of  July  Colonel  Hunt  resigned  on  account  of 
disability,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  was  promoted  Colonel, 
August  1st,  1776.  Colonel  Johnson  commanded  his  battalion  of 
twenty-two  officers  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men  for 
only  about  three  weeks,  in  the  month  of  August,  when  he  was  ordered 
with  Major  General  John  Sullivan's  division,  to  the  field  on  which 
was  fought  the  terrible  battle  of  Long  Island.  Here  he  did  good 
service  for  liberty's  cause,  resisting  on  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
line  the  fierce  assault  of  Colonel  Dorp's  battalions  of  Hessian  yagers, 
riflemen  and  grenadiers  at  the  redoubt  at  Flatbush  Pass,  until  the 
fatal  bullet  started  his  life-blood.  On  his  very  birth -day,  August 
27th,  1776,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  gave  his  life  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  America.  In  the  manuscripts  of  General  Jeremiah  Johnson 
we  find  the  following  mention  of  this  soldier :  "  In  the  action  of  Long 
Island,  Colonel  Johnson  of  General  Sullivan's  division  behaved  with 
remarkable  intrepidity  and  heroism.  By  the  well  directed  fire  of 
his  regiment  the  enemy  were  several  times  repulsed,  and  lines  were 
made  through  them,  -till  he  received  a  ball  in  his  breast  which  put 
an  end  to  the  life  of  as  gallant  an  officer  as  ever  commanded  a  bat- 
talion." General  Sullivan  who  was  riding  near  him  when  lie  was 
killed,  said  of  him,  "  No  officer  could  have  behaved  with  greater  firm- 
ness and  bravery  throughout  the  action  than  Colonel  Johnson."   The 
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indignation  in  all  the  Colonies.  None  felt  it  more  keenly  than  New 
Jersey.  To  her  lawyers  belong  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first 
to  adopt  measures  for  a  systematic  opposition  to  the  use  of  Stamps.1 
During  the  September  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  at  Amboy 
in  1765,  a  meeting  of  the  bar  was  held.  After  full  and  earnest  dis- 
cussion a  unanimous  agreement  was  reached  that  they  would  not 
consent  to  use  the  stamps  under  any  circumstances,  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever. 

The  effect  of  this  resolution  if  carried  out  could  easily  be  foreseen. 
It  would  put  a  stop  to  all  legal  transactions  Yet  the  responsibility 
of  advocating  and  sustaining  the  measure,  and  the  loss  and  incon- 
venience that  followed,  were  cheerfully  borne  by  the  patriot  DeHart. 

Ten  years  rolled  on  with  their  varying  events,  when  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  excited  the  passionate  opposition  of  the  Colonists  by 
the  passage  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  and  the  act  for  raising  a  revenue 
in  America  without  granting  the  colonies  representation.  A  flame  of 
wrathful  indignation  swept  over  the  land  like  fire  driven  by  the 
wind  across  the  prairie.  Its  scorching  breath  aroused  the  people  of 
New  Jersey.  Meetings  were  held  in  every  part  of  the  Province.  A 
call  signed  jointly  by  John  DeHart  and  Isaac  Ogden,  was  issued 
June  7th,  1774,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Essex  County,  notifying 
them  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  11th  inst.,  to  "  consult  and  deliberate 
and  firmly  resolve  upon  the  most  prudent  and  salutary  measures  to 
secure  and  maintain  the  constitutional  right  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
in  America." 

The  meeting  designated  in  the  call  was  duly  held,  and  the  feelings 
of  the  assemblage  found  expression  in  a  series  of  emphatic  resolu- 
tions, recommending  among  other  important  things,  "  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  other  counties  in  the  Province  to  convene  them- 
selves together,  *  *  *  particularly  *  *  *  in  order  to 
nominate  and  appoint  deputies  to  represent  this  Province  in  general 
Congress." 

John  DeHart  was  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  Committee  of 
nine,  unanimously  chosen  to  cany  these  resolutions  into  effect. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1774,  the  general  convention  of  the  Province 

1  Field's  Provincial  Courts  of  N.  J. 
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met  in  New  Brunswick,  and  continued  in  session  three  days.  "  Tts 
assembling  was  the  first  organized  act  of  Revolution  by  the  patriots  of 
New  Jersey."1  The  resolutions  adopted  without  dissent,  indeed 
with  a  surprising  unanimity  of  sentiment,  are  models  of  clearness 
and  patriotic  determination,  and  redown  to  the  credit  of  the  repre 
sentatire  body  of  men  who  framed  and  endorsed  them.  Among  the 
five  delegates  selected  by  this  convention  to  represent  New  Jersey 
in  the  first  Continental  Congress,  we  find  the  name  of  John  DeHart. 

The  people  of  the  Province  kept  strict  watch  over  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Congress  ;  frequently  holding  meetings  and  publicly  de- 
bating upon  the  conduct  of  her  representatives,  in  connection  with 
the  general  state  of  the  country.  That  the  course  of  John  DeHart, 
in  the  Congress  of  1774,  was  satisfactory  to  his  constituents  and  the 
people  of  the  Province  at  large,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  held  at  Perth  Amboy,  January  24th,  1775,  unani- 
mously re-elected  him  to  that  body. 

Prior  to  this  time  DeHart  had  acted  as  a  member  of  the  important 
11  Committee  of  Correspondence  "  in  Essex  County,  to  which  honora- 
ble position  he  was  again  unanimously  chosen  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Freeholders  of  Elizabeth-town,  held  December  6th,  1774. 

The  Congress  of  1775  will  ever  be  memorable.  In  all  its  early 
important  deliberations  John  DeHart  took  part.  He  signed  with 
forty-eight  other  members  the  petition  to  the  King,  dated  September 
1st,  praying  his  majesty  to  adopt  measures  of  conciliation  toward  the 
Provinces ;  but  on  the  13th  of  November  following,  he  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  which 
he  requested  that  another  might  be  appointed  to  attend  the  Continental 
Congress  in  his  stead,  urging  as  a  reason  "the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  his  family."  On  November  22d,  the  Assembly  resolved, 
that  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  DeHart  were  "satisfactory,"  and 
accepted  his  resignation. 

By  his  earnest  and  exemplary  life,  and  patriotic  course,  he  retained 
his  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  on  February  14th, 
1776,  was  again  unanimously  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress  by 


1  Sketch  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  N.  J.  1775  (C.  D.  Deshler). 
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the  Assembly  of  the  Province.  He  resigned  from  that  body 
June  13th. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  DeHart,  with  the  rest  of  the 
New  Jersey  delegation  in  Congress  at  this  time,  was  willing  to  avoid 
the  responsibility  of  a  direct  decision  upon  the  momentous  question 
of  the  independence  of  the  Colonies.1  But  whatever  his  motives 
for  resigning,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  not  only  reasonable, 
but  high-minded  ;  and  that  he  lost  nothing  of  the  lofty  esteem  in 
which  he  had  been  held  in  his  native  Province,  his  unanimous  elec- 
ton,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  September  5th,  1776,  to 
be  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey,  bears  ample  testimony.  It  also 
evinces  the  estimation  in  which  his  learning  and  abilities  as  a  lawyer 
were  regarded. 

For  some  reasons,  which  have  never  been  ascertained,  although 
DeHart  accepted  the  appointment  in  a  letter  in  which  he  gratefully 
acknowledged  the  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him,  he  subse- 
quently refused  to  qualify  for  the  office,  and  Robert  Morris  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead. 

From  this  time  onward,  he  doubtless  devoted  himself  mainly  to 
his  profession,  and  won  thereby  additional  distinction  and  wealth  : 
Still  throughout  his  remaining  years,  in  all  matters  affecting  the  public 
interests,,  he  was  an  active  participant.  He  was  especially  energetic 
in  promoting  the  causes  of  education  and  religion. 

The  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  by  act  of  Legislature,  received  Novem- 
ber 28th,  1789,  a  new  charter.  DeHart  was  elected  the  first  Mayor, 
and  continued  to  hold  that  office  until  his  death,  June  1st,  1795,  in 
in  the  sixty-seventh  }^ear  of  his  age. 

Thus  ended  the  career  of  a  man  whose  life,  as  recorded,  contains 
no  line  of  reproach.  Of  vigorous  intellect,  of  powerful  will,  and  fer- 
vent, patriotic  impulses,  he  subjected  all  to  a  remarkable  conserva- 
tion that  yielded  to  nothing  save  a  paramount  sense  of  duty.  Dis- 
tinguished for  his  learning  and  culture  both  in  and  out  of  his  profes- 
sion ;  his  whole  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country,  his  state, 
his  church,  the  cause  of  education,  and  his  fellow- men  ;  the  recipient 
of  high  honors ;  acquitting  himself  with  sternest  integrity  in  every 

1  Mulford's  Hist,  of  N.  J.,  p.  325  :  Gordon's  N.  J.,  p.  201. 
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position  of  important  public  trust  to  which  he  was  called  :  and  dying 
while  Mayor  of  the  town  in  which  he  was  born  and  had  lived  for 
sixty-seven  years ;  his  death  is  chronicled  in  "The  New  Jersey 
Journal,"  published  at  Elizabeth-town,  June  3d,  1795,  in  these 
words,  without  another  line  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  "  Died  on 
Monday,  John  Deilart.  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Elizabeth." 

His  remains  lies  buried  in  the  shadow  of  the  venerable  St.  John's 
Church,  at  Elizabeth,  of  which  he  was  a  member  and  officer  from  the 
time  it  received  its  charter,  July  20th,  1762,  until  his  decease,  be- 
neath an  unpretending  granite  slab,  on  which  is  engraven  : 

In  memory  of 

John  DeHart,  Esquire, 

Counsellor  at  Law  and  Mayor 

of  this  Borough, 

Who  departed  this  life,  June  1st,  1795, 

Aged  LXVI  years. 

His  worth  in  private  life  was 

truly  great ; 

Nor  will  his  public  virtues 

be  forgotten ; 

His  name  being  recorded  on  the  list  of  % 

Chosen  Patriots, 

Who  composed  the  memorable  Congress 

of  1775. 


25 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF 

RICHARD    STOCKTON, 

ONE  OF  THE  SIGNERS  OF  THE  DECLARATION  OF 
INDEPENDENCE    FROM   NEW  JERSEY, 

BY   W.    A.    WHITEHEAD, 

Read  before  the  New  Jersey  Society,  January  18th,  1877. 


*#*  On  the  presentation  of  this  paper  Mr.  Whitehead  submitted  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  members,  the  Original  Minutes  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  Jersey  containing  the  following  entry  under  date  of  Saturday,  June  2 2d, 
1776,  3  P.M.: 

"  The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  Delegates,  to  represent  this 
Colony  ia  Continental  Congress,  when  Richard  Stockton,  Abraham  Clarke,  John 
Hart,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Bsq'r8  &  Doct'r  John  Witherspoon  were  elected  by 
Ballot  to  serve  for  one  Year  unless  a  new  Appointment  be  made  before  that 
Time. 

"  Resolved,1  That  the  Following  Instructions  be  given  to  the  Delegates  elected 
as  aforesaid,  viz/ : 

"To  Richard  Stockton,  Abraham  Clarke,  John  Hart  &  Francis  Hopkinson, 
Esq'1"8  &  the  Reverend  Doc'r  John  Witherspoon  Delegates  appointed  to  repre- 
sent the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  in  Continental  Congress. — 

The  Congress  empower  &  direct  you  in  Name  of  this2  Colony  to  Join  with 
the  Delegates  of  the  Other  Colonies  in  Continental  Congress  in  the  Most  Vigorus 
Measures  for  Supporting  the  Just  rights  and  Liberties  of  America,  and  if  you 
shall  Judge  it  necessary  or  Expedient  for  this  purpose  We  Impower  you  to 
Join  with  them  In  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Brittain 

1  Here  the  hand  writing  is  changed  from  that  of  William  Patersou  the  Secretary. 

3  Here  it  changes  again  to,  probably,  that  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
whose  name  does  not  appear. 
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entring  into  a  Confederacy  for  Union  and  Common  Defence  making  Treaties 
with  foreign  Nations  for  Commerce  and  Assistance  and  to  Take  such  Other 
Measures  as  may  Appear  to  them  and  you  '  Necessary  for  the  great  ends  promis- 
ing to  support  them  with  the  whole  force  Of  this  Province.  Always  Observing 
that  whatever  plan  of  Confederacy  you  enter  into  the  regulating  the  internal 
police  of  this  Province  is  to  be  reserved  to  the  Colony  Legislature." 

Richard  Stockton  was  born  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1730,  his  ancestors  having  been  identified  with  that  locality 
for  half  a  century.  After  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
in  the  place  of  his  birth,  he  was  placed  at  an  academy  in  Maryland, 
then  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Finley,  D.D.,  subse- 
quently President  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and  finished  his 
collegiate  course  at  that  college,  then  located  in  Newark,  under 
President  Burr  ;  taking  the  first  honors  at  the  first  Annual  Commence- 
ment of  that  institution,  in  1748;  thus  manifesting  his  eminent  men- 
tal abilities  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen. 

Having  decided  to  adopt  the  legal  profession,  he  entered  upon  his 
studies  under  the  supervision  of  David  Ogden  of  Newark,  at  that 
time  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  in  the  Province.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1754,  and  attained  to  the  grade  of  Counsellor  in 
1758.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  Law  at  Princeton,  and  soon 
attained  such  celebrity  as  to  be  frequently  selected  to  conduct  im- 
portant cases  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1763  he  received  the  degree  of 
Sergeant-at-Law.  Three  years  thereafter  he  sailed  for  England, 
where  his  intellectual  acquirements,  his  professional  and  personal 
character,  and  the  possession  of  a  competent  fortune,  gave  him  ad- 
mission to  the  most  eminent  and  refined  circles.  This  visit  occurring 
just  after  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  he  was  made  the  bearer  of  an 
address  to  the  King  from  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
acknowledging  the  favor  the  colonies  had  thus  received,  which  he  de- 
livered in  person  to  George  III ;  and  frequent  occasions  were  afforded 
and  improved  by  him  to  express  to  the  distinguished  men  with  whom 
he  was  brought  in  contact,  his  opinions  of  the  policy  most  likely  to 
succeed  in  keeping  the  colonists  united  to  the  Crown  ;  declaring  his 
belief  that  they  would  never  submit  to  taxation  by  a  British   parlia- 

i  Here  is  erased  in  the  original,  the  words  "  upon  tbe  Best  Information." 
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ment.     Thus  anticipating  the  brilliant  part  he  subsequently  took  in 
declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States. 

Mr.  Stockton  also  visited  Ireland  and  Scotland,  performing  in  the 
latter  country  an  acceptable  service  to  the  College  of  New  Jersey 
and  to  the  country  at  large,  by  overcoming  the  objections  of  Dr. 
Witherspoon  to  accepting  the  Presidency  of  the  college,  to  which  he 
had  been  elected,  and  for  a  time  declined ;  little  anticipating  that  by 
so  doing,  he  was  securing  a  most  worthy  associate  and  influential 
colleague  in  the  momentous  services  he  was  to  render  his  country. 

His  return  to  America  in  1767  was  the  prelude  to  further  eleva- 
tion in  his  political  and  professional  career.  In  August,  1768,  he 
was  recommended  by  Gov.  Franklin  to  the  Crown,  for  a  position  in 
the  Provincial  Council,  and  was  appointed  thereto  on  the  2d  of  Nov- 
ember following.  During  the  existence  of  that  body  his  legal  attain- 
ments rendered  him  a  very  influential  member.  In  1774  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province, 
and  for  sometime  had  for  an  associate  his  old  legal  preceptor  David 
Ogden. 

There  were  only  two  members  of  the  Council  besides  himself — 
Lord  Stirling  and  John  Stevens — who,  by  their  acts  and  influence, 
openly  evinced  their  allegiance  to  the  Colonial  cause.  Lord  Stirling, 
in  September,  1775,  accepted  a  commission  in  the  Continental 
Army  and  was  suspended,  but  Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Stevens  con- 
tinued members  as  long  as  the  Council  existed,  the  arrest  of  Gov. 
Franklin  on  the  17th  of  June,  1776,  putting  an  end  to  all  pretences  of 
government  under  British  authority. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1776,  he  was  elected  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress a  Representative  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  soon  after  took  his  seat  therein.  The  precise  day  is  unknown, 
but  it  was  some  time  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  towards  the  close  of  the  debate  thereon  he  made  a 
brief  speech  in  its  favor,  in  full  accord  with  the  instructions  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  received,  to  concur  with  the  other  representatives 
in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain.  On 
the  30th  of  November,  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey — 
the  title  assumed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the  18th  of  July — 
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confirmed  his  appointment  and  reelected  him  as  a  Representative 
for  one  year. 

During  Mr.  Stockton's  service  in  Congress  his  abilities  were  so 
manifested  as  to  secure  the  utmost  confidence  of  his  associates  and 
the  country  at  large,  and  among  many  special  duties  assigned  to 
him  in  consequence  was  the  inspection  of  the  Northern  Army  in  the 
Autumn  of  1776,  in  conjunction  with  George  Clymer,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  had  just  returned  from  this  expedition  when  the  retreat 
of  Washington  through  New  Jersey,  followed  by  the  enemy,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  that  his  family  should  be  removed  to  a  more  re- 
tired and  safer  place  than  Princeton,  and  while  providing  for  their 
accommodation  in  Monmouth  County,  he  was  captured  on  the  30th  of 
November  by  a  party  of  royalists,  dragged  from  his  bed  at  midnight 
and  carried  to  New  York  by  the  way  of  Perth  Amboy.  At  the 
latter  place  he  was  confined  in  the  common  jail  and  subjected  to 
such  ignominious  treatment  that,  in  conjunction  with  extreme  cold 
weather  and  subsequent  sufferings  in  New  York,  his  health  was  per- 
manently impaired.  Congress  on  the  3d  of  January,  1777,  directed 
Gen.  Washington  to  send  a  flag  to  Lord  Howe,  to  expostulate 
against  the  treatment  Mr.  Stockton  was  receiving,  and  he  was  soon 
thereafter  released ;  but  the  state  of  his  health,  the  loss  of  his  prop- 
erty and  other  afflicting  dispensations,  rendered  the  remainder  of 
his  life  a  period  of  trial,  closed  only  by  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  Princeton,  February  28th,  1781. 

Mr.  Stockton's  forensic  and  literary  attainments,  and  his  personal 
character,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  official 
duties,  ever  commanded  the  highest  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Previous  to  the  revolution,  his  ample  pecuniary 
resources  enabled  him  to  gratify  his  fondness  for  society  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  and  his  house  was  always  renowned  for  a  gen- 
erous hospitality.  The  lines  of  Shakspeare,  descriptive  of  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  have  been  very  rightly  used  by  one  of  his  biographers  as 
aptly  delineating  his  salient  characteristics: 

"  He  was  a  scholar,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one, 
Exceeding  wise,  fair-spoken  and  persuading, 
Lofty  and  stern  to  them  that  loved  him  not, 
But  to  those  who  sought  him,  sweet  as  Summer." 
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His  manners,  dignified  jet  simple,  were  in  keeping  with  his  stalwart 
form,  which  was  nearly  six  feet  high.  As  a  speaker  he  was  at  all 
times  remarkable  for  his  solidity  and  perspicuity,  and  as  a  Lawyer 
and  Judge  secured  by  his  opinions  and  decisions  a  conspicuous 
eminence  among  the  most  distinguished  legal  minds  of  his  day.  It 
is  said  of  him  that  he  would  never  engage  in  any  cause  that  he 
knew  to  be  unjust,  and  was  always  ready  to  defend  the  helpless  and 
oppressed ;  in  these  respects  exhibiting  the  characteristics  of  that 
Christianity,  in  which,  in  his  last  Will,  he  announced  himself  to  be 
a  firm  believer;  in  beautiful  language  recommending  it  to  his  chil- 
dren, concluding  with  a  fervent  injunction,  prompted  by  the  fulness 
of  a  father's  affection,  "  to  remember  that  the  fear  of  God  is  the 
beginning  of  Wisdom." 
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